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ORDER

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Georgia enacted O.C.G.A. 15-24-2 requiring

the establishment of a Sexual Assault Protocol; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned established a Sexual Assauit Protocol committee pursuant

to O.C.G.A . 1 5-24-2; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has approved the attached Protocol as the protocol

for cases of sexual assault in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, this document is accepted by the

Court as the protocol to be used in responding to, investigating, and prosecuting cases arising

from an alleged sexual assauit and shall be spread upon the minutes and filed with the Clerk of

the Superior Court of Cook CountY.

SO ORDERED, this the of 0,'hlr* 2025

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COOK C

STATE OF GEORGIA

a
H le Clayton A. Tomlinson
Chief Judge, Cook County Superior Court

Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Order prepared by:
Chase L. Str"rdstill

District Attorney
Alapaha Judicial Circuit



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

ALAPAHA JUD ICIAL CIRCUIT SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE TEAM PROTOCOL

This Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol (hereinafter

"Protocol") is adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A . 5 15-24-2 for the purpose of outlining the

procedures to be used in responding to, investigating and prosecuting cases ofsexual assault' The

purpose of this Protocol shall be to ensure coordination between all agencies involved in sexual

assault cases as to increase the efficiency of all agencies handling such cases and to minimize the

stress created for the sexual assault victim by the legal and investigatory process. A failure by an

agency to follow the protocol shall not constitute an affirmative or

of a sexuai assault. preclude the admissibility of evidence, nor shal

follow the protocol give rise to a civil cause of action.
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r Purnose of Protocol

The protocol is intended to

. Facilitate the provision of consistent, comprehensive, sensitive, and non- judgmental

treatment of victims of sexual assault as they progress through the medical, law enforcement,

advocacy, and legal system.

. Standardize the collection of evidence in order to aid in the medical treatment of victims and

prosecution of cases; and,

o Develop a coordinated effort among health providers, law enforcement personnel,

prosecutors, and victim advocates ensuring that victims receive efficient and comprehensive

medical care, evidentiary examination, emotional suppotl, and referral information.

o Use of Protocol

This Protocol will be r-rtilized by the following agencies: Adel Police Department, Alapaha Poiice

Department, Atkinson County Health Department, Atkinson County Sheriff s Office, Berrien

County Health Department, Berrien County Sheriff s Office, Berrien County 911 Center, Clinch

County Health Department, Clinch County Sheriff s Office, Clinch Memorial Hospital, Cook

County Health Department, Cook County Sheriff s Office, Cook County 911 Center, Enigma

Police Depafiment, The Haven Rape Crisis Center, Homerville Police Department, Lakeland

Police Depafiment, Lanier Cor,rnty Health Department, Lanier County Sheriff s Office, Lenox

Police Department, Nashville Poiice Department, Office of the District Attorney for the Alapaha

Jgdicial Circuit, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners and their supervising physician(s), Pearson

Police Department, Ray City Police Department, South Georgia Medical Center. Sparks Police

Department. Tri-Cor-rnty 91 I Center. Willacoochee Poiice Department.
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o Monitoring the Protocol

Some members of the Sexual Assault Response Team shall meet quarterly at the Alapaha Circuit

District Attomey's Office or other designated place to review current sexual assault

investigations relative to the implementation and utility of the sexual assault protocol. Any team

member involved in the investigation shali be invited to attend. The mission of the Sexual

Assault Response Team shall conduct full reviews of sexual abuse, exploitation , andlor neglect

allegations and to develop effective and efficient responses. All members of the Sexual Assault

Response Team agree that all information discussed and/or obtained in these case review

meetings will remain confidential except as authorized or as required for the purposes of a

criminal investigation and/or prosecution as otherwise required by law.

The sexual assault protocol committee shall meet annually to evaluate the effectiveness of the

protocol and to recommend measures to improve compliance. (O.C.G.A. 5 15-24-2). Members of

the Committee wanting to recommend improvements are encouraged to do so in writing with

fellow members in order to effectively communicate annual compliance. Attendance may be

achieved electronically at the request of a member.

DEFINITION OF SEXUAL ASSAULT

Sexual assault is defined as sexual contact or intimacy initiated by one or more persons against

another without their consent. This includes instances where victims are unable to give consent

due to age or mental or physical incapacity. Sexual assault does not discriminate among race,

sex, sexual orientation, socio economic class or age. Persons may be sexually assaulted by

strangers, acquaintances, or members of their family.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-70(3), "sexual assault" means rape, sodomy, aggraYated sodomy,

statutory rape, child molestation , aggravated child molestation, sexuai assault against a person in

custody, sexual assault against a person detained in a hospital or other institution, sexual assault

by a practitioner of psychotherapy against a patient, incest, bestiality, sexual battery, and

aggrav ated sexual battery.
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PROCESS OF CASE MANAGEMENT

Sensitivitv to the Needs of Victims

Ensuring that sexual assault victims will be treated with sensitivity and compassion requires that

victim services, law enforcement, medical, and prosecutorial personnel be aware of the special

needs of these victims.

Victims of violent crimes, not only must cope with the physical trauma perpetrated against them

but they must also deal with the emotional and psychological repercussions of the crime. The

emotional and psychological repercussions of a sexual assault can be devastating. The

humiliation and degradation victims may feel often are compounded by feelings of guilt. Often

society perpetuates the myth that sexual assault victims somehow are responsible for the crime

committed against them or that they must act in a certain manner following the assault. For this

reason, victims of sexual assault often are reluctant to report the crime, and therefore, must

receive immediate support from agency personnel if they choose to report.

While victims of sexual assault may feel guilty, frightened, ashamed, dirty, angry,

anxious, embanassed, or any number of other emotions, it is important to remember that there is

no "typical" way for victims to feel, react, or look after a sexual assault. Some victims may

appear to be calm while others may look visibly upset or enraged.

Victim confidentiality should be strictly protected. Professional staff should make direct

inquiries of the victim regarding how to address the disclosure of confidential infonnation.

Assumptions should not be made concerning whether it is appropriate to disclose information to

family, friends, employers, andlor educational providers about the assault or the victim's sexual

preference.
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. WMgr$
In most cases, the victim usually makes the first report of a sexual assault to a dispatch or

emergency communications center (911). Dispatch or communications center staffers are critical

in aiding the victim to regain control and composure after an assault.

If the victim is the caller, the dispatcher should:

. Obtain the victim's name and location immediately.

o Determine if the victim is currently safe and whether or not the victim needs immediate

medical attention.

o Dispatch the appropriate law enforcement units, and, if necessary, emergency medical help.

o Assure the victim that help is coming, and instruct the victim not to eat, drink, bathe,

urinate, or douche.

. Ask victim if they are still wearing the same clothing they were wearing during the

assault. If they are, tell the victim not to change and come as they are. If they are not wearing the

same clothing, instruct the victim to leave the clothing as is and in its present location.

. Advise the victim not to move or touch any'thing at the assault location and not to disturb

items used as weapons.

Once the victim decides he/she wants a sexual assault examination, and law enforcement

determines that The Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate and a SANE will be needed, law

enforcement will inform the dispatcher to notify the on-call Haven Staff'

''JANE DOE'' REPORTING

A sexual assault victim shall have the right to have a medical forensic examination

regardless of whether the victim participates in the criminal justice system or cooperates with

law enforcement in pursuing prosecution of the underlying crime (O.C.G.A. S 17-5-12). Pursuant

to O.C.G.A. S 17-5-74, the tenn "unreporled sexual assault kit" means a sexual assault kit

collected from a victim who has consented to the collection of the sexual assault kit but who has

not reported the alleged crime to law enforcement.
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If a sexual assault victim calls 911 or the Crisis Hotline requesting a medical forensic

examination for sexual assault, but does not wish to make a report to law enforcement, dispatch

is to contact the appropriate law enforcement agency. A Haven Rape Crisis Advocate and a

SANE rvill also be contacted. The victim will be directed to the Haven Rape Crisis Center for a

medical examination. Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection

Kit will be completed. The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the

SANE with the victim's information, minus his/her naine, and released to the responding Law

Enforcement Officer. The Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information

sheet regarding the sexual assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet

shall include the victim's sex, date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the

victim's name. The GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law

enforcement to the GBI Crime Laboratory.

If the victim goes to the hospital requesting a medical forensic examination for sexual

assault, but doesn't want to make a report to law enforcement, the hospital shall contact the

appropriate law enforcement agency and a Haven Rape Crisis Advocate. The Advocate will then

contact the on-ca]l SANE. If needed, the Advocate will transport the victim to the Haven Rape

Crisis Center for the examination after the victim has signed a confidentiality agreement.

Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be completed'

The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the SANE with the victim's

information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law Enforcement Officer. The

Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information sheet regarding the sexual

assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet shall include the victim's sex,

date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the victim's name. The GBI

Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law enforcement to the GBi Crime

Laboratory per current GBI policies and procedures.

If the victim does not cooperate with law enforcement in the investigation or prosecution

of a sexual assault, the investigating law enforcement agency shall maintain any physical

evidence collected as a result of such sexuai assault that contains biological material, including,

but not limited to, stains, fluids, or hair samples that relate to the identity of the perpetrator of the
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sexual assault, for not less than 12 months from the date any such physical evidence is collected

(o.c.G.A. $l 7-5-72(b)).

A sexual assault victim shall not be required to pay, directly or indirectly, for the cost of a

forensic medical examination. The cost of a forensic medical examination shail be paid for by

the Georgia Crime Victims Emergency Fund (O.C.G.A. $17-5-72)

No prosecuting attorney, investigating law enforcement agency, or government official

shall ask or require any victim of a sexual assault to submit to a polygraph examination or any

other truth-telling device as a condition precedent to investigating a sexual assault. The refusal of

a victim to submit to a polygraph examination or any other truth-telling device shall not prevent

an investigation or prosecution of any sexuai assault (O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-73). At the time of

medical forensic examination, no alleged victim shall be required to assign or waive any rights

afforded to him or her in the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights or that might prevent the alleged

victim from seeking relief from the Crime Victims Compensation Board (O.C.G.A. $ 35-1-2)'

a Notifica on of On-call S al Assault Team

If the victim is at the medical facilitv:

Hospitals receiving patients reporting incidents of sexual assault shall immediately

contact law enforcement in accordance with O.C.G.A. $ 31-7-9 mandating all non-accidental

injuries be reported. Patients will retain the right to initiate, participate in, and/or cooperate with

any law enforcement investigation of such assault.

o The nursing staff should contact the appropriate 91 1 Dispatch and The Haven Rape Crisis

Center at 229-244-17 65.

o The E.R. physician or physician extender will provide a medical screening examination.

o If no treatment is indicated in the Emergency Department and a SANE is on-call then the

patient will be escorled to The Haven Rape Crisis Center by the responding law enforcement

agency for a medical forensic examination and evidence collection if within the 120 hour time

frame,
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o If the patient has obvious injuries or requires medical treatment in the Emergency

Deparlment, the responding law enforcement agency will contact the on-call Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate who will contact the on-call SANE. The medical lorensic examination will be

performed at the hospital.

r If there is no SANE on-call, then the emergency deparlment will proceed with the medical

forensic examination and evidence collection'

o If the victim is not able to give consent for the medical forensic examination or cannot make

a repoft to law enforcement based on their cognitive, developmental, or physical disability, it is

essential to find out if the victim has a legal guardian and, if so, who the legal guardian is for the

victim that can provide consent for medical procedures. The medical forensic examination can be

conducted in emergency situations.

If the victim is at the scene:

o The incident is reported through the appropriate 911 Center and forwarded to a law

enforcement agency. Law enforcement will request 911 to contact The Haven Rape Crisis Center

via crisis line at 229-244-1765.

. Uniforrned patrol is dispatched to the victim'

. Uniformed patrol advises his/her supervisor of facts and the determination is made whether

to contact the on-call Detective/lnvestigator and the on-call Haven Rape Crisis Advocate'

o The Appropriate 911 Center notifies the Detective/investigatory and Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate. If there is a SANE, on-call, the Advocate will contact the on-call SANE. Response

time for the Advocate is no more than 45 minutes following initial notification. Response time

for the on-call SANE is no more than 60 minutes following initial notification.

. If a SANE is on-call, the victim should be transported to The Haven Rape Crisis Center. If

the victim has visible physical injuries, then the victim should be transported to the nearest

available medical facility capable of providing basic life support.

o If a SANE is not on-call, then the victim should be transporled to an emergency room to

proceed with the examination and collection of evidence.
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a

In any case in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, or Lanier Counties (The Alapaha Judicial

Circuit) where any child under i2 years of age presents to law enforcement or DFCS with an

acute sexual assault case (defined as any type of penetration within 72-96 hours for any child

under 12) lhe following protocol shall be followed:

o The Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes County (hereinafter "CAC") shall be contacted

via their crisis line at229-300-4366.

. The CAC Representative will determine that the case meets the above criteria and will

contact the on call Pediatric SANE nurse, Forensic Interviewer with the Child Advocacy Center,

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill, or any other Assistant District Attorney. A victim advocate

from the District Attorney's office may also be contacted'

o An interview of the child will be conducted at the Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes

County following the Forensic Interview Protocol by a Forensic Interviewer from the CAC' The

on-call forensic interviewer has 15 minutes to respond to the initial notification/call. Once the

forensic interviewer completes the screening process, the forensic interviewer has one hour to

arrive on-site at the CAC to conduct the forensic interview. Discretion will be used by the on-call

forensic interviewer whether a forensic interview will be conducted after 1l:00PM.

o The on cali Pediatric SANE nurse will be present for this interview along with other

members of the MDT team.

. After the forensic interview of the child, the child will be transported to the appropriate

facility and a sexual assault exam will be conducted by the on call Pediatric SANE.

. The CAC agrees to provide a copy of the interview notes to the on call Pediatric SANE nurse

and the on call Pediatric SANE nurse agrees to provide a copy of the medical history to the

CAC.
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. If the victim is a child (.12 Years Old or Older):

For any case involving a child 12 years of age or older, Law Enforcetnent shali contact

the Haven Victim Advocate via crisis line at 229-244-1765 as usual per the SART Protocol.

Should Law Enforcement believe that a Forensic Interview is needed prior to the SANE exarl,

they shall contact The Children's Advocacy on call line at229-300-4366.

If the abuse occurred greater than 96 hours prior to the disclosure of said abuse, a non-

emergent exam can be conducted at the Lowndes CAC (3325 Skipper Bridge Road,

Valdosta, Georgia) by a medical provider. Most children with current marks, bruises, or other

visible palpable injuries may have a non-acute exam at the CAC. If a child/teen has bums or

broken bones due to possible physical abuse, they will need to be seen in the nearest Hospital

Emergency Department. If the child is younger than three years of age, they may require an

x-ray or MRI at the hospital. Law Enforcement and DFCS may call the CAC main phone

number at229-245-5364 to schedule a non-emergent exam.

a

a Law Enfo rcement Ageney-Rcgpglt!199

a The Role of Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers play a crucial role in overcoming a victim's psychological

hurdles and obtaining a victim's cooperation in a sexual assault investigation. Since a victim's

ability to cope with the crime and its aftermath may prove critical to the ultimate success of

criminal prosecution, it is imperative that law enforcement agencies treat the victim of sexual

assault with the utmost compassion.

Law enforcement officers must remain sensitive to the individuality of each victim and

the massive impact a sexual assault may have upon the victim and the victim's family and

friends. Law enforcement officers should take into account not only the particular assault

suffered by each victim, but the victim's age, physical abilities and culture (e.g.,

cognitive/developmentally and physical disability considerations, deaf/hard of hearing

considerations, elderly considerations, lesbian/gaylbisexual/transgender/queer/ questioning
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(LGBT+) considerations. male victirn considerations, Afiican American considerations,

immigrapt and refugee considerations, Latino/Hispanic considerations. sex trafficking victims

considerations, and faith considerations).

o The Resnondins Law Enforcement Officer

The first law enforcement officer to reach a sexual assault victim is usually a uniformed

officer. This officer, as with others who investigate the case, should quickly develop a positive

rapport with the victim while initiating the gathering of evidence.

(1.) Immediate ResPonse

o The responding officer should first address the victim's physical and medical needs.

Emergency first aid should be offered, if necessary, while awaiting an emergency medical

response unit.

o The responding officer should be calm, sympathetic and understanding. To increase the

victim's emotional comfort and security prior to a transfer to a medical faciiity/ Rape Crisis

Center, the officer should explain to the victim the actions anticipated on the victim's behalf,

including a physical examination.

. The officer should also ask the victim to refrain from washing, showering, brushing teeth,

using a mouthwash, smoking, eating, chewing gum, breathe mints, hard candy, drinking,

douching, urinating, or defecating to prevent the loss of valuable physical evidence. The

evidentiary importance of preserving personal clothing and arlicles from the crime scene should

be explained. Even if a victim has bathed, douched, or changed clothing, the officer should

transport the victim to the appropriate medical facility for a medical lorensic examination.

o The responding officer should also ask the victim basic questions about the sexual assault'

Not more than two officers should conduct questioning in the greatest privacy available, and

questioning should be limited in scope to crucial information immediately needed by law

enforcement.

o The crime scene will be processed per the investigating agency's operating policy.

Page 10 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

. If the responding officer proceeds to the medical factlity/Rape Crisis Center where the

victim is taken, the officer should:

a. Remain at the medicai facility/ Rape Crisis Center until the investigating law

enforcement officer(s) has arrived; and

b. Thoroughly brief the investigating law enforcement officer(s) on any information

about the victim, the assault, the assailant, and the crime scene, which the officer has

obtained. These briefings should take place in a private setting where other patients or

hospital personnel cannot overhear confidential information.

(2.) Delaved Reportine

Forensic evidence may remain for a general time period of up to 120 hours in the victim's

body or there may be evidence of tearing or other internal abrasions. For this reason, the victim

should be encouraged to seek medical care. A medical forensic examination includes the

collection of medical history to guide the medical provider, such as a SANE or other qualified

individual, in delivering medical care tailored to address the specific inquiries and medical needs

of the patient. The medical forensic examination provides treatment including but not limited to

Prophylaxis, Safety Plan Assessment, Fatality/Risk Assessment, Mental Health Assessment for

Rape Trauma Syndrome, STI testing, Strangulation Assessment, and Intimidate Partner Violence

(IPV) Assessment.

(3.) The Medical Fl,xamination and Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers should not be present during the medical examination of a

sexual assault victim, unless there is a specific evidentiary or investigative necessity that requires

their attendance. Any person, particularly a sexual assault victim, deserves a personal

examination free of unnecessary, non-medical strangers.

a

1. An Investigator will usually be summoned to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center

where the victim has been taken. The Investigator should respond immediately to the facility.

The Investigator should conduct a thorough interview with the victim and should document the

facts of the investigation and, if necessary, request The Haven Rape Crisis Center record the

interview with both audio and video equipment.
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Durins the itial contact. the In tor should:

. Clearly identify himseif/herself to the victim

o Verify the information obtained by the dispatcher and/or responding officer w'hich may help

the police locate the suspect;

o Attempt to expiain to the victim what is being done on the victim's behalf

. Inform the victim that another interview may be conducted at a later time.

o Interviews conducted by SANEs should be limited to medical history and sexual assault

history pertinent to guiding the exam only and for the purpose of any medical diagnosis and

treatment. It is imperative that every SANE remains focused on their role as a medical

professional, while also protecting the privacy and confidentiality of the patient in their care.

o The victim's interview at The Haven Rape Crisis Center may be video/audio recorded with

informed consent. It will ultimately be left up to the victim/patient whether they wish to have

their Medical forensic history recorded. Notice to the victim shall be accomplished by placing at

least one sign, printed in both English and Spanish, in the area where the interview shall be

conducted advising the victim that the interview may be video/audio recorded. Victims may be

asked to sign a written form consenting to the video/audio recording of the interview. If a victim

choses to not have his/her medical forensic history recorded then every effort should be made to

notify the assigned law enforcement Investigator in order to allow their presence for the medical

forensic history interview.

o The Investigator may consult with the victim advocate to explain the actions being taken by

the police and to seek their cooperation and assistance in future contacts with the victim.

o Transporlation arrangements will be made to a safe location for the victim.

o The Investigator should verify that the chain of custody of the evidence obtained at the

medical facility/Rape Crisis Center is maintained correctly. The Investigator should ensure that

all evidence collected is inventoried and prepared for transfer to the crime laboratory if

appropriate. Investigators should confirm with the evidence custodian that the evidence is

transferred to the lab in a timely manner.
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r Victim Follow Up:

The primary law enforcement officer will keep in touch with the victim as needed and as

is applicable for the investigation process. The primary law enforcement officer should refer the

victim to a Victim Advocate as determined necessary by the investigator.

a The Case Report:

The primary investigation officer in a sexual assault case has the crucial responsibility of

compiling all the information learned through the investigation. The case report will be the main

source of information for the prosecutors handling the case, Therefore, it is imperative that every

effort is made to be as thorough, accurate and informative as possible in building the report.

. Rane Crisis Center Resnonse

Although several different agencies come in contact with sexual assault victims at various

stages after a sexual assault is reported, the Haven Rape Crisis Center is the coordinating agency

for sexual victims, providing consistent support, consistent treatment, and advocacy throughout

the process. The Haven Rape Crisis Center provides emotional support and crisis intervention to

sexual assault victims and their families.

r Initial resDonse

The safety and well-being of the victim should be the first concern of the victim service

provider. The role of the victim service provider is to:

. With the consent of the victim, help identify and address the immediate concerns of the

victims, (e.g., are they in a safe place, are there family and friends whom the victim wishes to be

contacted, are medical care or transportation to the hospital needed, is clothing needed to wear

home from the hospital);

r Instruct the victim to not destroy evidence by eating, drinking, bathing, urinating, douching ,

or washing clothes;

o Provide emotional support and crisis intervention to victim and their families;

o Be present during medical forensic examination (at the request of the SANE and/or victim);

and

. Help anange transportation to and from the hospital or medical facility;
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For their own safety, and to avoid interfering with the investigation, victim advocates

shall not go to the crime scene unless accompanied by law enforcement. Victim advocates are

not investigators or attorneys and do not investigate cases or give legal advice. The advocate at

no time will ask the victim questions related to the details of the assault. The role of the victim

advocate should be explained to the victim. The advocate should detetmine whether the victim

wishes to receive victim services.

Sexual offenders may be predatory and/or serial offenders. As such, any notification of a

sexual assault to the advocate should be reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency.

While the victim may decide not to pursue a criminal complaint of the incident, it may be

imporlant to other ongoing investigations that law enforcement is made aware of the assault.

. EasisSsrsls
Rape Crisis Advocates need to achieve an effective balance between advocating for

victims and working within the parameters of the criminal justice system. Basic services

provided by the Rape Crisis Center to victims, their families and friends may include:

. On-site examination room for use by Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners for medical

assessment, medical treatment, proper support assessments, and collection of evidence;

o A twenty-four hour crisis line;

. Accompanying a victim to a medical facility and providing support throughout the

medical examination;

o Provide clothing and hygiene items;

. If a survivor wishes the assistance, an advocate will accompany the survivor for any follow-

up medical visits;

o Throughout and after the medical visit, advocates help survivors deal with symptoms of

anxiety, fear, depression, loss ofcontrol, and decreased assertiveness;

o Advocates may accompany victim during initial police contact at medical facility;

e Video interviewing facilities for interviewing the victim;

. Victims will be referred to a counseling service. Valdosta State University students will be

made aware of counseling services offered by the university;
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o Victims will be offered the choice to participate in support groups provided free of charge by

the Haven Rape Crisis Center;

o Advocates provide victims with assistance in understanding reporting options, victims' rights,

filing for crime victims' compensation, support throughout the prosecution of the case and

accompaniment to court;

o Information and referral to community resources; and

o Staff or volunteers will interact with agencies and individuals on behalf of sexual assault

victims in order to achieve a particular goal or results.

The advocate needs the cooperation of many other agencies to provide information and

support. Networking and maintaining effective lines of communication with law enforcement,

medical, prosecutorial, criminal justice, and other social service organizations are essential.
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o Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Resnonse

The role of the medical forensic personnel is to provide a timely, high-quality rnedical

forensic examination that can potentially validate and address sexual assault patients' concerns.

minimize the trauma they may experience, and promote their healing. At the same time, it can

increase the likelihood that evidence collected will aid in criminal case investigation, resulting in

perpetrators being held accountable and fuither sexual violence prevented. The main role of the

medical forensic personnel shall always relate to treatment and assessment rather than forensic in

collecting and preserving evidence. Medical forensic examinations shall be performed by a

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner ("SANE"), physician, nurse practitioner or physician's assistant

("PA") trained in performing such exams.

Medical f sic examination resnonsi include:

o Obtaining informed consent from the patient for the medical forensic examination,

documentation and evidence collection

o Gathering the medical forensic history Conducting a medical physical examination

Coordinating treatment of injuries Documentation of biologic and physical findings Collection of

evidence from patient Documentation of findings

o Providing information, treatment, and referrals for STis, pregnancy Follow-up as

needed for additional treatment and/or collection of evidence Providing testimony at trial.

The Medical Forensic Examinationa

a Who Mav Reou t an Examination

With the consent of the patient, medical forensic examinations can be performed at the request of

(l) a Law Enforcement Agency, (2) the District Attomey's Office, (3) the Medical Examiner or

County Coroner's Office, (4) a Hospital, (5) Pursuant to a Court Order, or (6) at the

Patient's/Victim's Request Pursuant to O.C.G.A . 517 -5-72'

Page 15 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

o Procedures for he Fl,xamination

In order to preserve the patient's dignity and confidentiality. all aspects of the medical

forensic examination, including consent, medical history, and details of the assault, wili be

conducted in a private office or secluded space. A trained victim advocate wili be available to

accompany the patient and offer emotional support during the examination. The advocate will at

no time ask the patient questions related to the details of the assault. After explaining to the

patient the details of the examination, additional consents are obtained, a secondary assessment

is performed, and the history of the patient and the assault are taken. Note that while it is

important to document the history of the patient and the assault as completely as possible, the

examiner should not inquire about or document irrelevant aspects of the patient's sexual history.

After completing the documentation for this phase, a serum or urine pregnancy test is ordered on

women wi_th childbearing capabilities. The SANE shall perform a complete medical forensic

examination and upon completion, provide the patient with the proper precautionary medications

to help guard against certain sexually transmitted diseases and Plan B birth control medication.

These medications are prescribed by the physician supervising the SANE. The SANE shall

complete the Sexual Assault Response Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence

Collection Form and return it to the Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate within 5 business days.

Said form will then be made available to the Investigator and Prosecutor.

a

Any forensic evidence collected within 120 hours of a sexual assault should be

documented in the Georgia Bureau of Investigation/Division of Forensic Sciences Sexual

Assault Evidence Collection Kit (GBVDOFS). The findings of the exam should be documented

completely, noting injuries on the relevant anatomical diagrams. After the examination and

evidence collection are completed, the examiner should check the labeling of all evidence and

package it as instructed in the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. The SANE shall

release the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit, a copy of the Sexual Assault Response

Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence Collection Form, and ali evidence

collected to the appropriate law enforcement offlrcial. The official should sign for this material,

establishing a "chain of custody".
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Adequate and proper collection of specimen samples frorn the patient's body for forensic

anaiysis is essential following the rnedical care of the patient. Biologic evidence collection shall

be conducted in accordance with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBi) procedures using a

GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. This kit shall be utilized to collect samples from

the patient's body to perform semen testing through DNA analysis. A separate Drug Facilitated

Sexual Assault kit for biologicai specimens shall be utilized for coilection of blood and urine

samples from the patient's body to determine if the sexual assault was drug facilitated. The

instruction sheet provided in each kit should be followed explicitly for proper evidence

collection. Inadequate collection andlor preservation of evidence may hinder suspect

identification. Immediate air drying (no heat) of samples is critical for the optimum preservation

of the evidence. All labeling or identifying information must be accurately completed. The label

should include: the name of the patient, date and time of collection, sample source (or contents of

clean paper bag when clothes are collected), and person coliecting the sample.

Georgia law requires consent to any and all medical procedures (O.C.G.A. S 3l-9-2).

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-9-7, the legal age of consent for medical treatment is 18. However, there

are exceptions. For tests and treatment connected with pregnancy) a female can consent

regardless of her age or marital status.

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-17-7, any minor can consent without either parent's permission to

those medical services, which deal with the treatment of a sexually transmitted disease.

Emergency cases can be rendered under implied consent.

o Pavment Procedures for Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner or Other Medical Providers

After completion of a forensic exam, the SANE or medical provider conducting the

medical forensic examination will complete all required documents and payment forms as

provided by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) of Georgia. The required forms

and documents will be submitted by the SANE or medical provider to the Haven Rape Crisis

Center directly for reimbursement for exam costs only'
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o State-Wide Sexual Assault Kit Trackins S!'stem:

Sexuai Assault Kit tracking r,,,ill be provided to all victims for updates on the location and

status of sexual assault kits throughout the criminal justice process, including the initial

collection in sexual assault medical forensic examination perfonned at medical facilities, receipt

and storage at law enforcement agencies, receipt and analysis at forensic laboratories, and any

destruction after completion of analysis.

Tracking will allow faciiities performing sexual assault medical forensic examinations,

law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, the Division of Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau

of Investigation, and other entities having custody of sexual assault kits to update and track the

status and location of sexual assault kits. Victims of sexual assault will be able to anonymously

track or receive updates regarding the status of their sexual assault kits using electronic

technology or technologies allowing continuous access (O.C.G.A. 5 17-5-74).

o Prosecution Resnonse

A crime is an illegal act or omission for which someone can be punished by the

government. A felony crime is a prohibited act, which carries possible punishment of one year or

more in the State Penitentiary. Under Georgia law, all felonies are in the jurisdiction of Superior

Court and are prosecuted by the District Attorney's Office for the Circuit in which the crime was

committed. The District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit prosecutes felony

cases in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

Most crime victims regard a criminal case as their case and expect the prosecutor to

pursue the case according to their wishes. Victims of sexual assault, which can include some of

the most violent and traumatic cases handled by prosecutors, are no exception to this general

rule. This sometimes results in conflict between the victim and prosecutor as to the appropriate

resolution of the criminal case. While the victim is primarily concetned only with their

individual case and feelings regarding the case, the prosecutor has taken an oath to uphold the

Constitution and laws of the United States and the State of Georgia. The prosecutor represents

the interests of the people of the State of Georgia (i.e., society as a whole) not merely the

interests of the individual victim.

Page 19 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2426

It is the ultirnate legal responsibility of the prosecutor to determine the disposition of any

case. including sexual assault crimes. It is the policy of the District Attorney's Office of the

Alapaha Judicial Circr-rit to make such a determination after careful consideration of the feelings

and position of the victim, victim's family members and the law enforcement investigator who

has had primary responsibility for the investigation. While the majority of cases prosecuted by

the District's Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit are resolved with the agreement

of the victim, such cannot always be the case. In any event, it is the policy of the District

Attorney's Office to explain the reasons for disposition of cases to victims. This is especially

important when the disposition is contrary to the victim's wishes. If, after hearing the reasons, a

victim is not in agreement with the disposition of the criminal case, he or she always has the

option of filing a civil suit against the perpetrator in which the victim will be a named party and

can direct his or her private attorney as to how to proceed in that action.

o Victim Serv ices - Office of District Attornev

In 1995, the Georgia Legislature adopted the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights (Codffied at

O.C.G.A. S 17-17-1).These rights include but are not limited to:

r The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any scheduled court proceedings or

any changes to such proceedings;

o The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of the arrest, release, or escape of the

accused;

o The right not to be excluded from any scheduied court proceedings, except as provided in

this chapter or as otherwise required by law;

o The right to be heard at any scheduled court proceedings involving the release, plea, or

sentencing of the accused;

o The right to file a written objection in any parole proceedings involving the accused;

o The right to confer with the prosecuting attorney in any criminal prosecution related to the

victim;

. The right to restitution as provided by law;

o The right to proceedings free from unreasonable delay; and

Page 20 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

r The right to be treated fairly and with dignity by ail criminaljustice agencies involved in the

case.

The first requirement for a victim to exercise his or her rights is to be made aware of

those rights. The District Attorney's Office of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit provides local law

enforcement agencies an outline of those rights for distribution to crime victims. This outline is

given to the victim by the responding officer and includes the phone number of the District

Attorney's Office Victim Assistance Program for further information.

If a member of the District Attorney's Office is not called to the scene, an attempt to

contact the victim of a sexual assault will be made within 24 to 48 hours or at a reasonable time

once sufficient information becomes available. Incident reports from investigating law

enforcement agencies are examined daily to insure victim notification.

Upon initial contact, one of the District Attorney's Victim Advocates will attempt to

coordinate an immediate face-to-face interview and will advise the victim of his or her rights

under O.C.G.A. $ 17-17-1, et. seq. If the responding officer did not provide the victim rights

outline to the victim, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will provide that outline, as well as

a copy of a brochure explaining the criminal justice process in basic terms.

The District Attorney's Victim Advocate will also explain the availability of victim

compensation and will offer assistance with completing the application, as well as contacting the

Governor's Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Division of Victim Compensation if needed.

The District Attomey's Office appeals adverse decisions of Victim Compensation if the office

believes that the denial was made in error. At the initial meeting, as well as subsequent meetings,

the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will make reference to support services appropriate to

the needs of the victim.

Whenever possible, the District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of any proceeding in

which the release of the accused will be considered and offers the victim the opportunity to

express his or her opinion on the release of the accused pending judiciai disposition. if any

accused is released on a pre-trial bond, a bond after conviction, or given a probated sentence, the
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District Attorney's Office requests of the Coutl to make "no contact with the victim, directly or

indirectly," a condition of the release. The District Attorney's Office further notifies the victim of

his or her right to notify the office if the accused violates the condition of release or if anyone

else subjects them to threats or intimidation. Upon a victim's r.l,ritten complaint of such and/or

other evidence produced, the District Attorney's Office can take action to petition the Court to

revoke bond or probation and/or bring criminal charges against such individual.

During any hearing or trial, the District Attomey's Victim Advocate makes all reasonable

attempts, consistent with Court facilities, to ensure that the victim waits in an area separate from

the accused, his friends, and family.

Prior to disposition of the accuser's case, the prosecutor offers the victim the opportunity

to express the victim's opinion on the disposition of the case, including plea or sentence

negotiations and participation in pre-trial or post-trial diversion programs. The oppoltunity is

given for both oral opinion and also in the form of a written Victim Impact Statement from the

victim.

The District Attomey's Office notifies the victim of all hearing/court dates/post

adjudication proceedings, which can affect the custodial status or disposition of the case. This is

accomplished by both telephone contact and with written notice when possible. Victims are also

notified of appellate lparole decisions and where possible, the prosecutor assists the victim in

communicating with both the Department of Corrections (prison system) and Parole Board. The

prosecutor's office also assists the victim with enrolling in the 24 hour automated notification

system operated by the Department of Corrections to notify the victim of any escapes from

custody by the perpetrator.
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a General Procedures

After a suspect is arrested, the Magistrate Judge forwards a copy of the warant to the

District Attorney. Cases are assigned to a specific prosecutor when the warrant is received. The

District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit primarily utilizes a hybrid-vertical

prosecution case-assignment system. Therefore, the prosecutor initially assigned the case will

follow it through until its conclusion in the office. The ultimate assignment of prosecutors to a

case is the responsibility of the elected District Attorney who has that legal obligation as part of

his offrcial duties.

In every case which appears to be able to be resolved only by trial, as opposed to some

other disposition, the prosecutor and advocates make all reasonable efforts to visit the coufiroom

with the victim when there is no courl action taking place in order to acclimate the victim to the

courtroom and explain trial procedures in an attempt to raise the comforl level for the victim

under admittedly unpleasant circumstances.

Each sexual assault victim is provided the name and phone number of the prosecutor and

victim advocates assigned to his or her case, and the staff of the District Attorney's Office is

always available to advise and consult with victims, from the date of the incident, until literally

decades later when parole issues arise.

o Financial Resources

There are a number of costs associated with a sexual assault, in particular the costs of

collecting evidence; hospital or health provider fees including fees for the physical examination;

lab expenses including the collection of specimens, tests for pregnancy and tests to detect the

presence of HIV antibodies; medications to prevent sexually transmitted diseases; follow-up; and

treatment for any injuries. In addition there may be costs to the victim of lost wages, and for a

family, funeral expenses.
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(1.) Payments for Forens

When evidence relating to an aliegation of rape is collected in the course of a medical

examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime Victims

Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be responsible for the cost of

the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the limited purpose of

collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-1)

When evidence relating to an allegation of aggravated sodomy is collected in the course

of a medical examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime

Victims Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be financially

responsible for the cost of the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the

limited purpose of collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-2)

f2-) Victims' Comnensation Fund

For other medical costs associated with the assault such as the pregnancy test, test for

HIV, emergency contraception, and treatment for any injuries, reimbursement can be claimed

through the Victims' Compensation Fund, and if an application is made and approved payment

will made directly to the hospital or other medical provider, including a Sexual Assault Nurse

Examiner. However if a victim is insured or on Medicaid, then those sources should be sought

before the Victims' Compensation Fund is used.
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We, as mernbers of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol

Committee, hereby sign our support and commitment to the policies and procedures as

documented and set for"th herein this Protocol, to the training and implementation of such, and to

the ongoing process of facilitating through the Sexual Assault Response Team, a multi-

disciplinary, coordinated response to the crime of sexual assault and sexual assault victims.

Approved and adopted this ay of September, 2025.

At Large Members:

/"
ct Attorney Chase L. Studstill

ub^----r--

=fr/-b.**,

Chairmen, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Michelle Girlman
Executive Director
The Haven Rape Crisis Center

The Haven Rape Crisis Center

yr

Dr. Stewart Warren, MD
Magnolia Urgent Care
LocalCitizen Member Sexual Assault Health Care Professional

-(art{ o r ai-, c(larrtcl
az*Ua\ A s Sau)f oldz''n u'1er'
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ATKINSO COT]NTY

('
Honorable Carol G. Durrattce, Judge

Magistrate Court of Atkinson County

Derrick Touchton, Police Chief
Pearson Poli Depaftment

Francisco Police Chief
wil ice Department

+
Moore, Sheriff

Atkinson County Sheriff s Office

B,t t'1, a)
Amber DeCosta, RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Departrnent of Public Health

I\ l\ r-..- /& 4^rnJ*
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ulk, heriff
Berrien Sheriff s Office

Honorable Doug G
Berrien County Magistrate Court

n agood, Police Chief
Alapaha Police Department

Ronald Knowles, Police Chief
Nashville Police Department

Ray

U\"*t6, UL
Anthony Perkins, Police Chief
Enigma Police Department

S, ice Chief
Ray City Police Department

Bowen, B , RN, County Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health
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CLINCH COUNTY

z,--
Magistrate Court

Dn

Keith Jackson, Police Chief
Homervi lle Police Department

€,
Peterson, Sheriff

Clinch County Sheriff s Office

0/f-$'! rw
RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health

e Judge l4.rt l' {
CI
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COOK T]NTY

('

ono Stephen M. Chammoun, Chief Judge

Cook ountv Magistrate Court

Audie Rowe,
Adel Police Department

avoris B lice Chief
Sparks Police DePartment

Doug Hanks, Sheriff
Cook County Sheriff s Office

Rebecca Allgood, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health

,Po lice Chief
Police Department

J
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LANIER COIINTY

fforab Victoria J , Chief Judge
Lanier Counfy Magistrate Court

Mi S Police Ch

Lakeland Pol ice Department

N
Lanier County Sheriff s Office

KN
Lauren Lee, RN, unty Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health
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Addendum 1:

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
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Addendum 2:

Business Associate Agreement
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t

rr.lltrlifirblc, r\ll,l all lrirrt.:trccs to l)lli llctoirr s[lrll b': croltsttitc:(J tir irrclrttlc li{']li AS'l()(:lA'i I;

frgiccs n()t ld uso ol ilisc,losc (trr llc,ttlit (l!(r llr{i Ct tlir-clOsuti; ui; }'1ll itt i' it-tlLtittct llliLl ''orrl(l

\,i0lf,te lhc rcqrtr|crtrctlts oi thc ]rri','irlry $tnndaLds .0r 
Slrctllity SliittLlnLils il lhc l]l ll tw*Lc itictl t'r'

tlisclosr:d by ,,\rir6otity iu^,.t,* ,*'n. ii,oUn.,. ASSOCIn'l ll sltitll trsc xpl)lopritrtc sttlegtr,,rrls lt.r

llrc'cltt rlrc r"isc i'. rlisclosrtLt: of PIII ctScr thatl as uxprcssly pclrniLtcrj rrrtdcl lliir- A1;rcr;rncnt'

1,2 AssoclATtl shnll intplcrncnt apprcpristg aclministrativc,,physicnl nntl locltniclll

$afsgusrds rnsl irr nll orhcr rs$pccts comply with's'ubpnrr c or./l.:l-.!.ftl Port 164 itt urdcr to

protest rhc confidcntialiry,,-ir*uliiv t"cl *vuilubilitl oititt rlrr arrd UPi'll thrrt it crca(cs' rcccivcs'

mnintnins ot tron$nits on bchflif otAu{hgrity. nSSOdll"ffi coverl{nts tlur srrelr snfogrrnrds shlll

i'clude, witirout limitation, inrplcmcrrting ,urlrtrr, rroti"i"s ud lltuccdurcs ilI cgnlpliancc witlt

HIpAA a'd AHIA, conducti*g a scctrLity List nsscslnrcnt, arrtl 6nini'g ASSOCIA1E clnployccs

who will lravc access to PLII with rcspcct to tt,. poiiri$ nn,j procctlurcli rcq$ircd by I'llltAA arrcl

ATi.]{A

l3Inthccycntoi.asecuritylncirlcr{,iuclrrdirlgnBrcach(as^hureiltaftcrtl':firrcel)or
sny ciher usc or disclosr'"- *iUfi is noiprr*itfcd unrler thi-s Agrccr:rcnt of any PI{I or Ell'II tlrtt

ASsoClA't.E accassss, ,nuioioi,rr, ,.tninr, ,r,odi{ies, rccords, sires, cl*stroys' ar olhcrwisc holds

or uses on be1qlf ul ertitri,y'in'.ntr'*",ion with tic ilusirress Arrarrgentent' ASSoCiA1'Li slall

rcport such Secu'ity ln.iJ.ni o, otheL irrcidc*t to tlre *\*thority within terr (10) dirys o{'disctrvcr'1'

ty'-ii" n^ssOCiiTE. ,i',.n.i't,, 
. shall nrean., tlre unautlrorized ncquisition' *cccss, trscJ or

rlisclosurri <.rllrlll which ccmprcnriscs thc sccurity or privncy of such irtformatiorr'

l4Inthcevcrrlofal]reachofJ:tsectirctlPltl,l\SSoCtAI.]]shalipLor.ice,,\trtltor:itv'
.,virh Noticc ihc'eof. N"ti". oi a B.eacl sliait t-re in rvriting anJ jnclttr]c:: (i) tlic iclcnriiicaiion ol'

caehindividiialwhosePlilhasbcetl,orisrcasottabiybslievccltolt*vcb:etr'r'cccssctl'actllrired'
or tliscioscd clrir.ing thc"B,;-tftt (iij a bLiei tlescription of lhc cit'crtntst:]r\iis s\rrlo\rnding t5c

llreach; (iii) rhc datc of d. ntto*ri; 1iu; rt,.4stc oltliscovuly of tle Brcnch; (v) the sco'co[ tltc

ISreach; (vi) ASSOCIA;E;;ili* ro rt'. .llrcach 
an<l thc idc*(ificutitxt of t5c pnrty

rcsponsiblc for orusing i# fit*otli, if known; (vii) t 6ercriptlon of d:t.l{l** of uttspcrrmd I'l-ll

involvc<l in (hc Brcrch i;;. ;",".;, socinl sccuriry uruuberc, dntcs of tri.lih, nddrcsscs, {ccount

turnbcrs, <lingrlttstic u'ul liiinf if ity uotlcs' cru'); .(viiil 
nny stcps rvlticlt slroultl bc takun by nRtctcd

irrr,ividu{ls ro pror€cr il;;;;;ir;i frcnr lruroirri,l li,,nri tcsi,lri*g h'ortr t'c Bicach; (ir) u bricf

dr:scription ol wlurt l sioCln ni is rtoing to ittvcstignte ttrc llrunch' to nritig*te hRrtn tcr

indivicluals, *rr<l to l,nriroi-.goinrt any iirLttrcr llrenc6csi errd (x) thc rrttltlc nittl cotttact

infbLrilation o[.a liaisilrr lvliour 1[e ALrllroLity nrly crrrttrct rvith inqrrirics conccnrittg thc lJtcnalt'

l5
rnlbrntation
;rvlilab lc,

ASSoi)IA'lIi shrLll sLll:pltlilrcrtL llrry No(icc ot'1.}Lr:a.;it llLovirlcrl tLi Llti; '.\LtlltoLit'),tt:.

n,hir-;h was ttot icut.ru'itt rrt thc tirrrc ol'tlio oLigirr:rl Nrltit;c ol lll'tritclr [tccotitcs

l6 Irr tlrc i;vt:nt ol' e lJrcroh. n SSo(llAl'l'r slrnli, rrr oorlsrtlliitiorr willr :\rltlrority'

r'itiriatc, lrr I,itu cxl.cttt pr';lllicublc arrv lraLrnljil t:iictt o[':;Ltlil l-]tc:rclt tllal i:r kiLt'ri'rr itt

ASSO(ltr\ I li'

). tjss tr1. l,lIL. ASso(jlA I'li shirll u"-o Irlll: (i).solt;ly lirr .,\ulhnriiy's lptrclit lrritl 'trtll' [t"'

I ,;;,.xii,::fi$i"jl1"fi;:';;"''- i;*i'lqlp;-J'*iiilli:1"'::1i'ilill";:''ll:;1"'11;
Asso(:lA'l', or.ro ccny oirt irs lclj:rL ,*qr",tir'tiirii--, r'rovirlcrl tlrut sttr:lt lllil:r' I't* ir')trr)illtltl

l;ltLlL:t ir:iliL,il l)lt(l rrtltr) litil,. i:l;lc:ir:,t,t ';ili;'rvi;c 
(:xl1jr'\\l)'l}!,t'tlLitt':'l ltr:tcitr rrt i'\ li:rll!;tt:rl i)y



t lrrr,,. t\5lii)t'i,\ l l' r.li;'ll llr)i il'irr lt Lli:;:rir):-t: i'l li liir iirri l)lrlill):11:t ollttri- llirtr' ilttr';i: )'!"; '"" "

iri.:rriiili,l rririllr irrllnitriili,irr jit,i\SS()t.lA'l']! arc niil l)cr.jl.rilkxl litli(:s.i t'xl:r"i;i'1'1 ti:"ittttt':ri :ti

ilririrrg hr. liriilrrrritl'.

l l)jsclrrlrrrc 01_LUL 5::lljcrlt ttl an), ]inliiatl0tls ir} lhi.s Ap,tcctl;;t]t- i\SS()f'llr'f i.' 'rll.;'

<ii.st:losc l'ill to atry ihirifirirry llel$orls oI clttiiiss 
'ls 

l]rlcctisitry to pctlbrn: it's ohligrrtirur:; rrttiii'r

'irc 
iJrrsines"^ Anangr:rricu: with Authority ou<1 a.s pennittc(l or rijquirrxl lly nllplicablc fcdcrai oi

$tfrte law. Furllrer, ASSOCIA'IF, may <liscloie PI'lt lbr tlrc propeL malrflgenor)[ aii"

a6nri'istratir:rr,,1 ASSOCIAfii,pr""ia.i lhat: (i) such disclosrrr'"s aie rcqui'r'ctl hylaw;or (ri;

A$s()clAl'n: (a) obtrins ,.u*o,,rblr Bssurrurces i'rum u4y tftiLd parLy to.whon thr: inlormation i:;

rlisclose4 thar jt *,ill bc hclcl confrdentiar and irutlier used ancl iisclosed.nly as rcquiled byla;i

or tbi iLrc lnilllosc foy l,]iiclL ii rvas disoioscii to tlie thlLtJ l.raliy; (b) requires thc thild pal'L] t(r

ait.ee id irnr1,:d:ately notliy ASSOCIATE of any iostallccs oi which lt js aware ':l:af PIll is belng

Ise(l ot cljs.loseri li',r a p.r,Lpos. lhat is not ctlicrvrise provi6]erl for in this Aglerernent ol'lOr a

.put;toSe noi cxpr.cssll, p.trr-rio.d by tiie i)rivac,v StandarCs; antt (c) ensiiros that all cljsclosures i'ii'

'pl,fi 
iro AS,SOCiAI"E and tire ttrird party comply wjti the pri'ciple of 'rninimulrl rli!)essaiy Lr:se

ai.i<1 djsclosu'c,,, i.e,, rrnly ,ii"re ntini:i,ri:rn Fut rl*t is rrecessary to acco*piisli t5e i'tenCed pur?ose

ruray 1;e rli..;clt.,:;cC. If ;\SSO(.lAl'tl d'lscl-rses PFII receiveC hom Authoritv, t''t' ctcaleC ol rcceiv'eci

.oy ASS(lr:Jz\TE orr behali of Authcrity, to agellts, incllding a pennitted sitbconllzir';Cr

(coilcrti,",ely, ',i,ecipienrs';), z\SSOCL,\Ttj shall reqrure Recilients.to .aglee 
i' vzriting to lhe

sa;rc rcsiiic.t:o.. o,',,1 ,u'',iiLions rl'rat apply ttl ASSOCII\TI unCer rhis Agreernent To liic; ertet:l

f.,:n,irt.d by la'u, ASSo(llATE shall^ bc fLrlly lia.blc to A:thorr',f ibr a.y acts, lirilures iri

ornjssio,rs <;fi,'-ccipicnts in lr-rrrushing tirc scn'ices as if thcy 
"ve;:e 

ASSOCU'TE's orvll acLs'

ibih:res ,;r: t,r.11rssions. ASSoil]ATE shall iepor: ro Authoritlr al1)/ \isc or' drsclasr-ire of Pi-ll [r:i

1rc:rr-iLeti ir), lnrs u\g;::crnerr1, of lvhir;h it becomes:'rwale, sttch isport to ire made rvitliin lil/'c (5)

lio.r, oi ,,risoc;ta;t tl bgcirurir.;B awarc c,f suclt ttse or discli;sure ASSoCIi\I'|' agtees to

,..,ririgare, l.r llrc cxtetlt pr:rc;li;;rl arv-l- urtiess-othct'"rtise retlut:stcd by Au'']1oLi:y in r'vriir'g' i'lry

irru,,"f*L r:lfccr. lhat is k-Liowri t0 AssOCIAI'll ard is thr: r"sul1 of a rtse or tlisclusute of PI-{I li'
ASSO(llA'll or Recipielt's in violaljon ol'this '\greenrent'

4.. Ittdividual Rig}ts llggsrdlng,ns$ignnted tlcstlr{ $cts. ll '\ssocIATF urcintailis a

Dcsignatcd Rccord Set on ''rchalf of Authotity, ASS(ICIAiE shali: (i) provide.iccess to, 'r:rd

pooril i*po"lion anrl copying of PFTI by Authoriry 0r' as dii'ccte{i by Arnhority, an indivicllal

l"rfrn L tJ",.^rrUject of the 
'Pi.li 

uucier t:onrlilions and lirnilutions required untlet 45 CPR Sl6'i -5'.14,

,, it -ry r.re amelclcd fi.orn tinrc to rime: zr:ui (ii) arnerrd PUI ntaittttrirtrd b)' ASSOCI.\'['I'' as

reqi.rcslej i-ry Authcrrily. AS:jOtitAlilshail rcspr:nd to atiy rcquest ironi ALrthority liit alt:t'ss br.

arr indi.,,iduitl w|tirirr Jlv,: (5) Cays si er-ich rcrlilesl anri shall lnake any atiicndmciti rc(ir'l(i:jlcrl l)\'

,,\irthoriiy rvithjn ren qrO) tta.ys ol .suoh lequcst. 
-lhe 

rntbnrLaticn siiall bc pLovidcd iii thc fotiri il'

fu.nut ,"qr".tecl, il it is re aclily pro<luciblr: ili such lcLtrt or' {br'uriit, ot itl :itrntLltiltt. ii lir"

lrrclivicluai Ltas zrB|ccr] i; atl.valcc 1.o acccpl tiu; in(oirrraliotl iLr srlinnrari'iiiiriL. .'\ fi:ilsollal)lr, J\)sl

l;a:cr.l frr: i,rr ci:'yiug irlll i:,ay bc clrnLge<l. AuthoL:ry shrll Jctcrrlrirrc u,h,:lttu;1 ,1.,11i111 i.l

.rp'r..)r)j.ia.rc oL;rir cxc;cpli9,., ,r1,1,lies. A-cSOall,\'l tl slrall rr,rlily i\utlrrlLil,v rvillrirr fit't' (i1i{'r;-s t;l'

r.r:ceipi ol n,,y ,.1,1.,ari lilr':L;cr:s:; r.,r'arrrardirrr;rt hy t,rr iririivirlLritl ;\rrtlrtrrity r;ltilll t.l:Lcittrirt.i:

r,r,ltlthcr io g,t.rrt rr, cl.ity ;rnJv ittjciisr r;'' iirttcr,ltiltiLl rccpre.slcli lrv tlL': irlriivirltrli irsSO(ll'\'i li

t;hnlj iia,lc n-,rro,,,,,.,, i,.r |1a",: li,, rt,rl,tc',ls liJt ;iirieilcl:rrtltlls ilr\il iirl trl-';lcirtl;rrli stlch lt-(llir:jls ll() tltc

I)csigrraLcC llcccird Sct, as tcclrlcsii:cl i;'i ;\Lrihority'

{

I



(: i. 4,c$ituljlrg trf i),ig!utrs"r ;\ss(l(lli\'l'ti shnll rrrakc llvail'lhlc to Att(lxrrity itt ti'rslrttttst;

1n rr ict'rc$[ {!ont rn l,,rliui,f,*i,--ini,rttrt.rlicrtt ,*.1,,i,*.1 lor {tt acsOlutlirrg ol <liSt:loslrtcr oi' I'l ll

rvitlr lt;sltcr:l L.r lltc itttllt'triLt:tl, it; rlcc'rtclriri'rc \vitlt 45 Cljl{ $164'528' 0s it may bc irutcndcrl liortt

ii.rc 1o rii,rr:, !.rroLl:c,.rrr.g li:r;:1rti,.)irs iL):iuclr lccourrting iiasig,tatc,l tludtt'tl$ r'cgtrlntion' SiLrch

et:t:orrniir,I i:, ]irrritcrl r. rlisclr-.rrrcs llllt YJerc nlldo iu rirc s;x ic) years priol to lhc lt<ltrcst nrtrl

shlll nOt ipuhrtic ilpl'rliscltstttes lllitI wtrLllirnde ltlitrt'ltt thc cOrtrl:liattcc tlalc Cl tltC l'rivtCy

Srarrirrds AS.S0CIiyl'r. ,f.,.1, frori,f. strr:li ittbt'nlttli.n ttect:*'sl1y to pruvitic rtn nccorrnIing

rviririu ihiiL; (-10) rlays rrf ,,\rrtlroIii)"s rcqrlest. Srtclt nccotrtttinil must bc provitlcd witltottt ('oHl {tt

rhc irtriivirjrr,rl nr. iir Arrr.Sor.ity il ii is t6i: {lrs( accounting r'grlllcste(l by an indivirltrirl witltilr;rrtl'

:rrr:ii,o (l,l) nrotrilr p.e|iocl; hoi,,,,:vei, a Lcnsoriable, cOst'blsetl fce rnay bc chnLged lbr stlltse<itrr:tll

irccounrings if nSSO(llAflj iilfr.rrnts Authurity and Arrlhority inlorms thc individual in atlvattcc

of thc fcc. arr<l thc irv{iviclual is aflorded nn opportlrnity tn withd^* oI modiry lho rcqucst' Suclr

accorrDting obligatiorrs shall survive tc|mirlation of this Agfocmcnt snd shatl cOntinuc as lonli as

,,\SSOCiATII rrraintains I'l l[,

6 \Yith<,lraw4l oF Autlrorizntiol. lf ll-,e trse or disclosutc of l'l-ll in [his '{'gLccrlrei]t is

bascci Lrpon n,, i,.,,liti,t,,iiffiJilit5olization tbr the usc of his or hcl Pili' aird: (i) thc

inrlivichral revokss strclt fluthol'izalion in rwiting, (ii) thC cft'ective da'te of sLtcli aulltolizrrtjon has

cxpireci, or (iii) tlrc cor)sent or 
^ulhorizstion 

ii lcfective in an1' tnattt.iet that rendcl"s it irrvalid'

ASS0()A'l'L aglces, !f il has rtoiice ol' such Levocaliort or ir-'validily tD ccesc thr use rnrl

discrjosun: cl any suclr indiviCLral's PIll cxcePt to thc oxient it ltas rclierl ott srrt:ir ''rs0 l:'

iJisclo.sLrrc, or wlielc an cxccptir-rc- rtitrlet ilte Privacy Stancar:ds cx1.;tl'ssly applies

]' ltcq.ql'sls rnd Au<lit, ;\SSOCIA'[E shail inakg available to lhe ScctctrrLy cl lhe lJ.S,

l-l"po,,n,[iTf lt.rL,t., ,ii-iluman Sctviccs (lhc "secictary") or its agc-nts' its irttc'ral prnctices.

t uul,r, un,t 
'ecoxls 

rclatirrg to lhc use nnd diSClOsure of PHI receivod frOta, cr6stcd' or fcccive(l

rr1, ,riSOr:'1f,.'1'!:l ,r' bchati ,rl;\LrclroLi:y ibr thr trurponc of dctcrmining Arrtiro'ity's cottt'liartcc

ivirh tire Plivacy SlaitdaLtis ol any othcr health ovcr:sight agenc)/! in l Iinrc ('lfld lnarllicl'

dcsignatcri by thc secr.etary. Iirxccpl to tltc extenl pLohibitcci bv lar'v. ASSOCIT\l'F' ilg(ccs lL)

,-,otiiy ,.r.,,,noriLy imr,erliatJy Lrporl re<;c:ipt hy Ar^.S0CIAlll oi'atry ttttd al1 rcqLrcsts hv ot t.'tt

bchaiiolany u,id,,ll g,,u.r',rirrr;t aLrlhoIjrii.)s 5orvo(l L,1.]{rll i\SSf)ClAl'Ii ti:r t)!il'

8. (ionfidenLialitY

g.l ASSOCI;.,TI.: sLrali ialre arry si.cPs lca.soitably r'eqtrilecl irr: (i) pLotcct P[j1 il':rrr

Lrn.,rr[[rtrr.izeiJ L.rscs ur,clisclosLrrcs. anil (ii) Lrraintairr thc conilt]crntialiLy' ancl iIli:gLrty oi l)t[1.

g.Z l'hc ptrlics shail corn})Ly lvitlr all iede|ul itttel str,tc l:tr.r's govc|tling llrc

coiriidcntiality arrd pr.ivlrc,v ol'ircalth infbLDiatiott tltiit aiu ir|plicirbltr lo Iitcnr, l0s)coLl\'()ly,

irrclrrcli'g, rvlrhoirt lirlira.iion, I{}PA.ri anrl thc legLtlitlinns pLourul.qared tltc|ctrirclcu' :rDtl Al{ll;i
anri thc rcgLtiatiolrs prottttrlgali:rl tltcl ci;rrdcr'

,. {.cstL-gld*Ilil:'uitsltsiL

,_) 'l {ris ,,\.grec.tcnl slrrll cuil'tnrcltc{r oLr thc Iil'cctive i)ir.|r: anti :;!r:til Ii'lil;iiii irr ':l'ir''t
,, 

'1il 
11;1.161rr:rr.l:rl irr .rcC'.rrcjr,rrric i.,.,illi illt: liitrrs ol' lhi; !r:r;tillrt 9, pLot'iilt;ri- iir:ti'clli 'iliri' l!li\

t!rttr;l'rl.iil:l r,r.rli ,rrii ii{clt ilrc r.!jl)(l(.livi.1 r,iriilt.riiu:r.s ,.t' ti11r,l.,; lrj' llle l'ittt'1,; :l'l,i;trl ttl .':r t: i '
.'r\ttt,.:(ti,c.l ;:til:r' !t: iilr: il!,;cLivr: iill1. i;i ltt,: ii:'ttit:tl :lil ili ir'1111 11 sll'lli i:lrlrii:lt!: i i 'iL":'ri : 'r{ '

''r'illt lir:i: lertlrr'o



I .\lli|lirr'il.l,ill;iii'..i.L'ii;..lii.i,..ir.rll.ii,.llil:i:i\l:l..i.:l.lil''i:.;
ii,i: ii , iill rjil\i \\),iL.l] lllrii i I ) 'i'SSi rill'\ 1 i'

r.'.i t\trtli|til.l', ilt !ir :;ttlr: 'iiscrotii;ir' 
lriii\l irlrttltltlirtlci)' 1r'itrliiliti'r 1l'i': 7\1r11;-1rr"rr " 'i

j,.:1lj ;rir!r.: r:r) {iil1ltci. obligtrtiOil\ trt;\SSOCli\,ili lL.r',;Llrtt{cr 11 ,i,1'' tti'iir; lirl]r':'rrrir ':';iit'' '; '{l

llair' '.1,:,,tt:i''l ,;;1i l:q' r'1,;.lit L itr:i'

i'i)ASSr.l(,1lr.l.llslilliiil:lioobgcfvci-'}ipcllbill]...i1]lill']lil:l(:l)Vc;lili]l'i),.\ / 
:*i:;u"::;#:";'- l: 'l:ul;:llf,r 

l:;'l;'';r" flr';''ti"' 
'u"".'"

irr) t\ vit'ii..'iri:l bv ,lSS0(]IAII'i oi rrrry provisiorr irr. ili., l,t.ivn':.,, Sil.tiili:lr.ri:. rr,

app}ic;rlllcl.cdcl.tlor:;tntcprivucylawLelatl:iqlotite'riillrtir;tr':lli
ASSOCI:\'l'}j Lrridcr rlris 1\'gi lttrt ctri

'l',: ltt-rirt:t,ioit rtl ihis z\glectltei;': ibL eithel ui' tiie tv"'c feasf Iis

g.3 abovr: shlll be .uur. 
"JoI. 

u\rrtitol.iry ro irlrrrrcdiatcly lct'nriila'Lc 
.

;\:r';rngcr',er,I prilsuallt to whit:ir ASSOC]lA'l'L' i'; crrtitlcrl lo ilcct

).4
Srtbsc,:iion
ll usir rcs s

A ui lxlr:11',

sbl jtrrih in

{irt r;aust; :tttll

vr I'i 1i ll c'lr

o

,.5 l: ilro et'ct.tl tliai eithci' pn11'7 has knowi;cigc t;l 't ttr'tLi:: iai l-"-i'rii; t'l tliis

,\!rtoirrcilt by tlrt: olhe| I)at11, a::d cure is nor pc'ssib'"1 
!'t,::'jl-':t'crtr:ltin;1 

l):-':1" ''lr;rll

in;;:reil;a-,:l;, l!'ri.-rjrlii'.;i rt'ti.,tlr."*.nr' Whcn..neitltet ctllc itc'r I'etltlit;aiioli is [ciisilrll' tilc ni)i!

Ilctt;lit:r3 iar iy sha,li rcporl the i'iolatioll to {iie Scci'ciLl;y

;6 1,,:on ilri: rtttliiti;tlion ci :ii llrrri:cr;S r\tr:t::ge;i" trtr' iJ'rtl i):ltl(' flt r) :jirllrrr''1tl

thir; r\grccltrt:trr h;r';l'lvidirrg \ryfi1ltri'r r'i]licc [o llle ot]lir I)air-y

.l',). LIlitr;i lel:-.riltatii-:n of'rllis r\gr.:ctn:rtt lbr llty t'citslltt, A5^5-()1.}l\.i l] r:,n ':r;s iiL].tt.:t l':

rii.,.L;l1 au i\Lrtllr_rrir,.v n, ro,l*siro).,a,l l,Hl iecc:ivccl ll'cDr,'\rlti,()l ity ol oiilcr\\'lsii illr'clr!i'' Lri(-'

psrforrnarrcr: oi'service-. tr,' ,luif',orirv, that i.s l:r lhc possession or conti''rl r'r',\SSOCIAIiT o' i':'

a._:cnts (rn1 il rli:srroyc,tl,-e,,ruiJ" wrlir*'' ,,r' Lificution of samc) Itr Lhc iasi-: ol PlIl rvlich i:l tirrt

i'easiLrlr, io "r.ctUil1 ,rr <lcrt,,,i'," All-q(.:clA'I'li shall cxierltl the protcctir:;rs of this AgrccIiurtt Irr

sLrch .rlli urtrl IirrriL liirthtl 
-,,ses 

alrrl iiisclllsrircs i'rl':r'cll l)lLl io ihrrsc pllrl'r(;sor^ lil:ii lllili(c ihi)

idl.ulrr 0t c1,.:st:LtcliLn inflrlsjbjc, toL so lotrg as A:iSOt'lA'l'l; tr'iiinLairrs :;'rcli I)ill :\SSOtll't''i l)

fu|thc:,' ti.grr:cs '.tr l0i;ri:l)' ''iiil oihci applil al)le siiLlc 'i 
ltili:ial law' rvhicli rtr:ry lull:iii'r e spi:lillc

i",.l,r,i ai r-r;i"clricrr, 
',"iio.Lin,,, 

.,. utli., ' tialtttcill t;l :ritr:lr l:'llr' 'l'iiis ;'i|.r'i:ii'lit sirttll sltr" i'"r'

tcltr-rinatior. ol 'LlLis AgiccttlcnL lor ;trly leilsj!)il

)0. .ilgup:ra.irgC-J$!tr-Bd-$Ag-&!-!g,s-. 
In tltL: rvcttl thal r\SS()(11'r\ i'[ is e n3'iiii':<l iu pct Lrirri

arr ur:tir,.ly i,r c,.,,r,roc,,i:,r,litt, r,o ii.nu.,.,l lcr:trtrlt' ltr; rlcllrti:rt ill l6 (lfl{ Q63i L (es 'rt:'lir:i'i-'e

llo 4Lrlhlri|i a; i:. "ct.rriiit-ri",,rril ilrl:i.'rl;c ll ASSt)[-iAl'li ir:r 'l "Sct vicc lriil'i'irl':i" l)le)\ii(i:i]r-l iiri\'

servicc;.u:\rilliLrliLy)A:;SO(liA^lliagrce:lio:(i)Lr1l'lltr!optcri'lcorrrph':ritlrlir/:l{lii{l:rr;li-ri'"'
(j(r (--{ril- S/j.91.i,' cLriLt:liil',, irL cl''i:cL ii;r<l as i;iali bt:1lti:lttLilgilt'-Ll iri llrc l'llLiL':: (ri) lrltrlrl ir 1(r'Li

l,lL;,, 1-r1rp,Lair, (ii [)111o]r, 1;rarLice' ol .(irc(.:lli 'rttliviiy iit::t rtttliciiLur Lhl po:'r'lirlr t)riirr;;)ir"1r'

i lr.i,{i!.i tlri;ti) tliai. ir.,llni.,liu,.-t ,;;iih icii:rai rlttLtl:r':ii,:;t.-s :15 l)r'otfilllir'liluri i;1 i{; (-l:!( ${rlil l': l'i

itiii i:,i,,:, ;li .,-cl::;:,,:t'i 
',,1,1 

,,1,1,r,1p1i1,1{ i 1:]ls i{) (lllsillo 'hirL itt "';L'viii-l; irrlil: i:t'' t' '' ' l r ' 1

i.r;. 1':,.ii.'riito){ iiLr {i'ili{lllcll;ti it' at:i"'t(iiti'cc 
"vill'i 

Lhc il':''i !rirtlr llr'l'-s : ':l its ll-'l l i"'1 r 11'"1"'t

'.,.1 r.,; ;, r.,.';;l 't l ttil 'tt'rr' tr;lrlir)' r': i irllriirri: "l r''"'i lil rl 'l ' i " 
;

Li i.,.{r:i,.ljl. 1,iliici..t :itirl i iir(.r(101.,, ,i.,a,tlrlC,l iti il-trlci- ijr\i!r;lli : lir! li Llill i t 'ir;l- 'r ;' ' tlt ' "

.;,.lrr.;ir.' :,,,7 lir I I l.,r ilr i :':'. r'j',.,i".i,,', tltc lrtr'; l'ili:> \i:i':t:':lclrri r''" rlrr 1 1 '' l"

I



t i i:tr' ll \ilii)rrl ll\

:,li'ir"iv ili, ll.

/:\
\'tJt

i i. Ur!rrurr!'!,t.qgligrr, AtiS{X)ll\.|'l,j slralI irlclcrrllli{y, rlt:It:ltrl, :rrrti lrrr]rl Ar,lIirrIiiy, tl;' ,'{|ir,l.

llirrrclrttri, 1:1lll.!10]cCS, AlCtlt:i, ritlCcllsii(]l'.! arlrl lrsSigrts ttnr'tttlcsi;' 1i0tri arrd ;rl:lir'll ;iri7 rtrr:l I ll

i"Ss<:s.,:i,,itrd, actiotts,il,rltn,r,ls, linl:riliiics,,lanr,,gcu. tlosts. atttl cKi)crtrior (ir'r:'rrriirrll (:lr"l' r'i

j.-rrlgrrrcrrts, $cltlcplcpls, ()()urt (:osls nrul lcasr)lruhl.,-,,1i,r,',',clys' fbcs, irrisirtg ll'ttrl (rt rt:ltrttlrl iU' ii)

1l-rc List l...di,sclrsrirc ir{'l}l llili vio}ali,.rrt ci'tlrc ictnis ol rlri:; .\grcctllctti trl ir1;plic'ri:lr: lir ''i' iii;

ititi Lllitii\)h oi'f juSccrtr:otl flll .:alrsert by ihc r:l1s ot otti.'lsii''ns cl r\SS['r(-]1A'lll; rirrcL (i ii) i't
Jirilurc ol'ASSOClA'l'd oi nnyi ol ifs clrployr:cs, sitht:r;ttttacforii' or agcrllt Ll ;'llidr: hy anrl

i;omply wit[ the Privncy tt,itcr onA thc Sccqiiry Rrrltr-. Attlltority shnll ltnvu tltc; dght, itt ;15

expcrlsc! to pafticiputc in thc rlslctrsc c,f any "loit 
ot acli<ln fur which AFiSI)(jlA'l'li rrlttst

i ndcr r ur i I-v ;\.''i',hol itl',

\2. NO WiIriiIIIIV. P}]I IS PIi.OVII]LD'IO ASSCCJA'II: SOi'J]I Y O}{ AN Aii ]S'

ltA)ls. r\lJllIOlu]lY DlscLAlh4-c ALL OIIII-ii \YAi{Rr\Nl'llls, F)xl)ltESS Oit llli'l'li-l)'
lNCl,tjt)iNG, I}IJT NoT t,IN4lIE]) 'lO, IIVIPI'IT.I]. ^.ttriAltltz\NTl]:i,.^ 

O];

I'4 1,I{C1 1 i\.r-'I'ABI T .IT Y, AND i lll{l:S S FOR A ]l A]?-L iCULhR PIJ ILPO SF'

l3 lncliqiblc Per{ons. ASSOCIA'I'L, tcprcsents anti. \\',ar:rarlt$ to ,\utboriiy tlr:ti

i\SSOCIATE: (i) is notffintly exclucled, dcbaLierl, ,Jr c)thor\,viso ine]ieiblc to perLicipaiu in aril'

i'cricuil l,.caltir care prograin as defined irl 42 U.S.C. Sectiotr 1320:--71'(l) ("ilrc Fcdcrr.al llcaLtht:ztL'c

lrri,qra:l:s,'); (ii) has nor been convictcrl of a crinlirial oilcrlse lelatccl io iilc ])r'o"'is:trll oi lteiililr

i:a1 itclrS Ot'Sct'riccs attC rtoi yci been erciudctl. citlbalrCcl, ilr othetrvisc rltrclrrci[ ilt:ligil;le tr:

j-rflrtic\la(: ill t|e lieclcral Iicahhcarrr i)toEi]ms, anci (iii) is not. under irlvi:stisratiolt or (lLi-r'jL!\';se

:rwaLc of aily t)jrctlrnstallces which lr'u1"'".-suit ur ASSO(llATii being i:xcludcC lre'tn parLjcipatioir

in thc feC:ral ]leaiihcare Prog|arrs. I'his slialL bc irrt urttoifipr, rcplesentaLiotl i'ttttj lvtlirirniir

ciLlir-rg tlre teln of tlris r\grecmcnl, arr':l ASSOIII-rr'i'I-i shall inrmediately n'oii.i' AL:thoLitj' oi'an'i

"h;,-; 
jn t1re starLis ol thi reL,r'cs.rrraiions;::rd wirlrauly sct it)rtil iir tlris Scciior'.. i\-tl-r' l;r't:itch i:rf

tiris Sec,tio:t shail give Auth<;rityth: r'iglit to tet nittale ths ;\grcrrntrni ir,Lrr-'ciiralcl"' ibt'i:itt'sc'

14, i\'irscellarrcous.

l4 i Nolices. All nctices, r'c(lucsts,,lomauJs iriiLl oiitr-:r'cL,tlttrirttijcaiit)ii:j relltlil'c(l or

llciniiiicrJ io hc givcn or. rlla(lc rrnrlcl. tlris Aglconr;nt shail bc iu wtitinLi, sllnll bc cll'i;ctivc trtrtln

;;i;, or atrer{:ier1 dcJivc[),, and slrall be serrt by. (i) p;-r:vruil tl*tivcry: (ii) crrrtiiicrl or

r"giricre,l United States nraii rctrrLrr lsccipt rcqucs(ctl; or (iiii oveutight dcliveLy scl'vic( wit{i

nriqf of clelivery. Npticc.s sirell bc scut to tlre arklrcsses 1r;ltr*'. Ncitltr:r' l,)arl)' shalI ir:lir:;c

delivury ol' arry rrtltit:c hctctrLtdcr'

iiLo Autliolity: l;lr" lioboil ( j'' f osttL ('hi':I

Jnltllriial roti ( )il.tt:t;i SoLLi.il

(;oolgia jviiltiit:irl ( :crtltrl lr (.)'

l\ot. I'l');l
Valili:siii. (i;\ I I (tl).\ l'i':) 

'l

I



I t,ri ii,,ili:r'c,i r,\;1r, rr'1';.'ijri'l'-il. i tr; 'i
i'ilL iilI.:ti':r l,i:ri''li "!:ll;ii'1' llr'l 'i"r1::

1'.(L ilti,.:i i5i'l

\i iilr.rl.;i:r i i.to:..,.ili 'l 
Ir'11 

'

;\i'r.r;itiriil: I r.':l:i:ltli'r'c I ii'r':r 'rIt'

lr,.?" \valycr, NoproYisi;r,roftl.isAgrcctnut)tolfiuyblcachlltctcol'shnll 
bcrlcsr 

"r'i
.(,trivc(l 1gl(:s:. .such \v1i\,'*r'i.* il ru, itirrg lrrcl sifrrc<l by rltc l'ilrty c]trirttr:tl to havc l'/itivc(l s:'"

lnnvisionorirrr)ach.Norvaivcrof'ii l,rcichshaltcor:stinitertwtli;cI(tf orcxellscttttyrlil'fcrcrrt ;l

s,.:b jrr:ri't:;.: iri l::r:li.

l4.l Assignmctrt. Neilhcr f'ai-ry lnay ss$ign..(whcther .by oporatiort of law or

ct.hcnr4sc) any of irs rights or delcgslc o[ subcoutr;ct any ci'irs obtigatiorls tltldcr thiJi n tlrcctlrcllt

wirhour rhc prior *rirt*ii'co,rs"ilirf drc orhrir P;y, Notwith.stsnding thc tbregoing, At{lrofitv

slnll hrvc thc righr r" 
"rtie;i 

iir rietirs aild obligatio's hcrctutcler lo any errtity that is arr afllliat$

ot :'.1(:i,irr:rjL)l ,rI riliihoiiii, i'lihorit i:e plio, a,,::':t''.'a1 0i r\SsQ('l'\-ii:'

1.1 ..] -\i:i,ctelriiity. t\ny pl.o.iisi.l::',:1 l;;.s Agr-eltrtgnt t]::]1 is,-l':tcnnincrl tr; llc irii.ali;'1 il,'

i;rir;;-iirrc,.::,1..i,.: r,vili be ir:elitc.tivo tC the crl.:lll ,:,f SLrcir clclcnrljiiaiii'rL lr'ithCrtit i'turlitiiri:ttt"tlii:

l.r:lirlItllIli Ir.OvlSicr-,S ,,f L|,S AgfeCtrletil Ct al'fijOiiiit Lil,' r'aliiiit'i U' C;tl''' '':lr':rilitl' '-' 
j- 

'1't l1

L:r;'r ;: i r r i ilg t)t'i)\'l rlit)ns

l l.:' ,lnlcrtdrttctil' 'l'lris Agr '-rli':'jl '-r:rl r'' 'l:i'':j "1 ' : ': :itlcd 'jrr' i \' ;i 'r'tiil:''

it-!: -.i;:r!eu[ sigrred b;, lhe fartics hcLeto. ii:'..i'7 1)i'.1lli tclrtliitirr;t:' i)]iiiil:lt'flttili irri'i'.'r'Fii'ii'r'l/t' tr:

l'1{l.li, lii't) ar}}c|i'l(rii (rl, ;jli|',ip].3icC1 in a tlrailli:l ii).1,i i.Jlii:i]'s illis .,\':l.ee11;,.;11,; jili;i,1-5]5.1:itl

rlri:iJ\{rltt. ii..l i1a',:ic:- 511all 31rlerii ti:is Aglocnlei'i i') 'llc cl\'Luit1- 1l'ccs:'ill)' "r 
L('l;11)l'' ''it'rr'"1i

::..1i,: ,, 111. ,t .r1\';rLr],:t;:ii;li\

] 1 /j !.n?ir.e Llig;,et:rllerlt. l.]i.is l\giel:l:rcllL itiij ii:e iill;l-itt::: "1 1..(jlliqt]:i":l)]l:/>) crrristtLlL]c

il-rl l;rr:r.:rlelc i'l3,r'eeanLlni ?rt,,t""t'n ASS(-ii-llAli irct r''tldicrrii'l'ei:ttirl;; l., ihc lli"li"i)is s'lcrrliL:il I :

this Agfi:crircrrt, a|C suporseiI:s lll l;ior t'trptescntatiott$ ol agltonl$lllS' rvhcfhCr Orttl Or writlctt'

with rcspr.r.,i k) i-!r.:i) rnatters. lr llic cvetrl c.ii r'rty cottlicl betrvesn thc tcltns ol iiris Agrccnrcnt

:ri.C :he leLi:,; oJ r..'" 3111;;:l:::;l) Ar'l i1::gcrtlc"'ls ()l fily sllch iotcf agfccrtlcnt(S)' lhe tctllls 
1f 

titis

ngr"";";i tfrall control uttlcss thc lcrrrts .,f sttclr lir'srtLess '\rli'.j!''ri]]i:lris rr'' r!r(rrc :ii ")t 
\;i '1

,"ip* * pill onti conrpf *iut rtr* privrcy starrrl;*,is;u1(1,i.]i srrririi i:'; iirlrlrlr:.1s, tr; iirrr l)::'tr'-'r-

$Dcciti{xrllyothcr.wise*gtiinwriting..Nctottll.'rrr.:il-r:'l;ri{;: 
Jv'lrl 'rr-i'' rr l''i:1;i:\

;ffi;;;;.;;rsrrorr"rl"biqclitrg,crricillctl'ntiy 
r;"' i''1:r:: ritr r'rtr.' r-'r;:y':'";1;'11r1i 1' ''

;;;;drismbeirnplicdfrunriirccxc(xltionoiilt--i";rY;r: 
rlris'\!.:i'r:trr'rt'l 'iirii:\!i,Jrrri*rr'l

li;i ilirr lrr:',;iit c,i. iitd,rt,,,tl ua L,rrrtli;lg tt;rirr: l':i: l'li.tiic-*. ili':';l ni'i itlrcs iitl!i ''\irit; \i jr !(("i'(1'\

a|ld i)crmitlr(i aSSillrs Xo ti,lr,i party sirali irc.i;i'rrsiiicrSd a rl:itd-1'-'tly ltettctit'i'l: .' ;1;rril'"lri'

,ijr.-,,,oot, ,,,,,.s[r:,il .r.ry {iif(l p,,,iy Savc alry ri;lri::. \ :r rsstlii t,J'this 'rgrcr':tttt:trl

fjii:'i./\irj!r(:ilttlLrl slieii i'rl it-i"t:l'llt''l i-"':":lrl j11:"'1I'i1:11t;1'

ir: itt ,vji'i'li,'\rlillr;ii',',t ]<.i''"t';ti' i:'t't'r'lir':l' i''; 
""'il

\lilt:r.tt.' iil: ;'ri', riilil)i .r tr lr'tr;111 il'' liri" '\' ::r':ii i' : l'

i:r'iri,'(i:ir ir; l:t liii: ! :. :..)' ..i " 
jr:ilt -'\r l'r'l ii"' r'; :"' :rt' l

L1 ;
,:,.:1,1 r I tir,1 : \. (-'

.rl,rr r,,rri,ro i,:t,r'

virir ilrc l.r.'l; r;l lllr; siir

iar!s iltl'rrl;ioti.' .irtti..:licti'-rr; :titi'

r:>lcltr'lr, ei / rolil- l',';til Jl,' tttttt i.t'il ilrfl

I ,,:i.r,r..l.,l
.1,; ',,, 'i .--,r

,, 1 . .. , :



| .,\rrrlr,riiir slt;rli lur.,,c :lr.r rillltt ro ill)|Jy lrt il_(;()t11'l o1- ()(llllnctclll..irllilrlii:lir'rr J'11 1;1r1"ri:'

ii,;. srre,lr rriircr. iclicj'ils 1\ull1(rlity slra',i rlccltr {ru,Utoptittc, Sucl liglrt ol'' n tlthor il}' t:' l" l'r' irr

;li[iitio,i to (lre: rtrnrcrlic-i (rli:try1,,,ir" ii\,ililitl)lc to Arrltiori(y at [arv or: irr t;qtti{y' /rSS(Jt'lA ]l'
(ixlr!.irs:il\, rv,rivt:s tlrl ilclcnsr:11rat ir icnrctly'iir tlittttngcs "vili lrtt itrlcqtrtlc atttl lirrLlri;r. !vAiv(;\ ;rrr-/

:cqui,'c,n.:nl irr ari actiol fsi':^1ir;t:,lic pel'finllBttcc or illiurrclion {br thc pc'-rtiirli ol rr h0tril 1:1

1\utl',tl iit),.

14.9 Nnture of Agrc:rucni. Nothiug in iii.s Aglecnrent shall l:,: cotts(r'lecl lo cr&tld

(i) a partncrsttin, ioinr .zcntrrrc cl othcr -ioint busiLress Lctlatiunship bctwce - lirc l':ltt'ls or'any ()1'

rliciL alfilialcs.'riL (ii) a Lelnlioq.shilt LI' e,npi,,,v.r' al,1 cn1:loyt:e betrvccn thc i'ir|lrcs This

A glcc6ren t d tte s 1(\ | cxl)rcss oi irnplS, or1y ,u,r',,ni Ltert i. lo llut chas c ol sr;)J gcr cd s o L sel vicrr':s

lrl.i0 Couirter.pa.r:ts, il{s .r\gr:eemellt rnay be cxecutccl ilr one oL rltitLc ct'lLtritcLlla;'t";,

cach s,F Mrich shsll be tieernecl u arifirul, trui all of w]riclt togethcr shall constitrrl.c otrc arld tli'
s1mc clocument, ln niaking ilt'oof ofilris Aglccnrent, it shail nol bc nece'ssary to Pr-ocluce or'

ilccolnt lbr rrore thal olc such coulterpart ciecutetl by the Party agaitlsl wltonr ettforccntent ol
ihis AglccmcrLL is sought.

It\ WIT){LSS WHERT1OIi, the Parlies havc executecl this Agreenrel'.t as oi'thr Jiflbcti'ri: ljiite'

I

A{J'I'ITORITY:

iThe l-Iospital ALrtliut'ity of Vaiclosta irtrd

Lovrrtrlc,s Coturtv, Goorgia- dlbla Solttlt

r\fiSOCIAl'E

.lhe Baileretl Wotnc:i's Shcitt:1. lnc
C'lb/a TJrc Fjnvctt's Scxtral .\';sart!

ltesponsc Centcr

or'l'ypc N

(-ir:clg i a

ft

Itrrber=l {'i. Fosler

(frk t ur 'llYpc Narn,r)

Ch i cI' Irr{oqlgiion-Q{icer
(l itle)

,q0l?

{
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('l'ilitN

ll,rL,,:--$- iaqJ
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

TIFICATE MPL Lf88'*i Y'r:$o,iG r^

OCT tE pfi l?: Sl+$P$t

c00

To:

From:

Date:

Re:

Director Jay Neal, Criminal Justic Coordinating Qopncil
The Honorable Clayton A. Tomlinson, Chief ;uAffimfrhd J6&kjd€€ry,it

?'5|iu1[,uJifiRiif
Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

SART Committee Certificate of Compliance

September 30,2025

The undersigned as Chairman of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol

Committee hereby certifies that it has met at least once during the 2025 calendar year for the

purpose of both drafting and adopting the Protocol, as well as, evaluating the effectiveness of the

protocol and appropriately modifying and updating the same, per the mandate under O'C.G'A' $

ts-24-2(f).

This Certificate of Compliance is being submitted to the Criminal Jr-rstice Coordinating

Cotrncil (CJCC) before December 37,2025, and is in Compliance with O'C.G.A. $ 15-2a-2G)

Respectfully submitted this 3Oth day of Septembet,2025

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill

Chairman, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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