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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF CLINCHCOUNTY i.::.J., ..-. ..

STATE OF GEORGIA

ORDER

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Georgia enacted O.C.G.A. 15-24-2 requiring

the establishment of a Sexual Assault Protocol; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned established a Sexual Assault Protocol committee pursuant

to O.C.G.A. 15-24-2; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has approved the attached Protocol as the protocol

for cases of sexual assault in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, this document is accepted by the

Court as the protocol to be used in responding to, investigating, and prosecuting cases arising

from an alleged sexual assault and shall be spread upon the minutes and filed with the Clerk of

the Superior Court of Clinch County.

I 2025SO ORDERED, this the day of

Clayton A. Tomlinson
Chief Judge, Clinch County Superior Court
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Order prepared by:
Chase L. Studstill
District Attorney
Alapaha Judicial Circuit



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE TEAM PROTOCOL

This Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol (hereinafter

"Protocol") is adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A. $ 15-24-2 for the purpose of outlining the

procedures to be used in responding to, investigating and prosecuting cases of sexual assault. The

purpose of this Protocol shall be to ensure coordination between all agencies involved in sexual

assault cases as to increase the efficiency of all agencies handling such cases and to minimize the

stress created for the sexual assault victim by the legal and investigatory process. A failure by an

agency to follow the protocol shall not constitute an affirmative or other defense to prosecution

of a sexual assault, preclude the admissibility of evidence, nor shall a failure by an agency to

followtheprotocolgiverisetoacivilcauseofaction.

o Purnose ofProtocol - - .

The protocol is intended to: ' j .

o Facilitate the provision of consistent, comprehensive, sensitive, and non- judgmental

treatment of victims of sexual assault as they progress through the medical,law enforcement,

advocacy, and legal system.

. Standardize the collection of evidence in order to aid in the medical treatment of victims and

prosecution of cases; and,

o Develop a coordinated effort among health providers, law enforcement personnel,

prosecutors, and victim advocates ensuring that victims receive efficient and comprehensive

medical care, evidentiary examination, emotional support, and referral information.

. Usg@gql
This Protocol will be utilized by the following agencies: Adel Police Department, Alapaha Police

Department, Atkinson County Health Department, Atkinson County Sherifls Office, Berrien

County Health Department, Berrien County Sheriff s Office, Berrien County 911 Center, Clinch

County Health Department, Clinch County Sheriff s Office, Clinch Memorial Hospital, Cook

County Health Department, Cook County Sheriff s Office, Cook County 911 Center, Enigma

Police Department, The Haven Rape Crisis Center, Homerville Police Department, Lakeland

Police Department, Lanier County Health Department, Lanier County Sheriffls Office, Lenox

Police Department, Nashville Police Department, Offrce of the District Attomey for the Alapaha

Judicial Circuit, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners and their supervising physician(s), Pearson

Police Department. Ray City Police Department, South Georgia Medical Center, Sparks Police

Department, Tri-County 9l I Center, Willacoochee Police Department.
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.@
Some members of the Sexual Assault Response Team shall meet quarterly at the Alapaha Circuit

District Attomey's Office or other designated place to review current sexual assault

investigations relative to the implementation and utility of the sexual assault protocol. Any team

member involved in the investigation shall be invited to attend. The mission of the Sexual

Assault Response Team shall conduct full reviews of sexual abuse, exploitation , andlor neglect

allegations and to develop effective and efficient responses. All members of the Sexual Assault

Response Team agree that all information discussed and/or obtained in these case review

meetings will remain confidential except as authorized or as required for the purposes of a

criminal investigation and/or prosecution as otherwise required by law.

The sexual assault protocol committee shall meet annually to evaluate the effectiveness of the

protocol and to recommend measures to improve compliance. (O.C.G.A. S 15-24-2). Members of

the Committee wanting to recommend improvements are encouraged to do so in writing with

fellow members in order to effectively communicate annual compliance. Attendance may be

achieved electronically at the request of a member.

DEFINITION OF SEXUAL ASSAULT

Sexual assault is defined as sexual contact or intimacy initiated by one or more persons against

another without their consent. This includes instances where victims are unable to give consent

due to age or mental or physical incapacity. Sexual assault does not discriminate among race,

sex, sexual orientation, socio economic class or age. Persons may be sexually assaulted by

strangers, acquaintances, or members of their family'

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-70(3), "Sexual assault" means rape, sodomy, aggravated sodomy,

statutory rape, child molestation, aggravated child molestation, sexual assault against a person in

custody, sexual assault against a person detained in a hospital or other institution, sexual assault

by a practitioner of psychotherapy against a patient, incest, bestiality, sexual battery, and

aggravated sexual battery.
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PROCESS OF CASE MANAGEMENT

Sensitivifv to the Needs of Victims

Ensuring that sexual assault victims will be treated with sensitivity and compassion requires that

victim services, law enforcetrlent, medical, and prosecutorial personnel be aware of the special

needs of these victims.

Victims of violent crimes, not only must cope with the physical trauma perpetrated against them

but they must also deal with the emotional and psychological repercussions of the crime. The

emotional and psychological repercussions of a sexual assault can be devastating. The

humiliation and degradation victims may feel often are compounded by feelings of guilt. Often

society perpetuates the myth that sexual assault victims somehow are responsible for the crime

committed against them or that they must act in a certain manner following the assault. For this

reason, victims of sexual assault often are reluctant to report the crime, and therefore, must

receive immediate support from agency personnel if they choose to report.

While victims of sexual assault may feel guilty, frightened, ashamed, dirty, angry,

anxious, embarrassed, or any number of other emotions, it is important to remember that there is

no "typical" way for victims to feel, react, or look after a sexual assault. Some victims may

appear to be calm while others may look visibly upset or enraged.

Victim confidentiality should be strictly protected. Professional staff should make direct

inquiries of the victim regarding how to address the disclosure of confidential infonnation.

Assumptions should not be made conceming whether it is appropriate to disclose information to

family, friends, employers, andlor educational providers about the assault or the victim's sexual

preference.
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o First Renort

In most cases, the victim usually makes the first report of a sexual assault to a dispatch or

emergency communications center (911). Dispatch or communications center staffers are critical

in aiding the victim to regain control and composure after an assault.

If the victim is the caller, the dispatcher should:

o Obtain the victim's name and location immediately.

o Determine if the victim is currently safe and whether or not the victim needs immediate

medical attention.

o Dispatch the appropriate law enforcement units, and, if necessary, emergency medical help.

r Assure the victim that help is coming, and instruct the victim not to eat, drink, bathe,

urinate, or douche.

. Ask victim if they are still wearing the same clothing they were wearing during the

assault. If they are, tell the victim not to change and come as they are. If they are not wearing the

same clothing, instruct the victim to leave the clothing as is and in its present location.

. Advise the victim not to move or touch anything at the assault location and not to disturb

items used as weapons.

Once the victim decides he/she wants a sexual assault examination, and law enforcement

determines that The Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate and a SANE will be needed, law

enforcement will inform the dispatcher to notify the on-call Haven Staff.

''JANE DOE'' REPORTING

A sexual assault victim shall have the right to have a medical forensic examination

regardless of whether the victim participates in the criminal justice system or cooperates with

law enforcement in pursuing prosecution of the underlying crime (O.C.G.A. 5 17-5-72). Pursuant

to O.C.G.A . 5 17-5-14, the tenn "unreported sexual assault kit" means a sexual assault kit

collected from a victim who has consented to the collection of the sexual assault kit but who has

not reported the alleged crime to law enforcement.
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If a sexual assault victim calls 91 1 or the Crisis Hotline requesting a medical forensic

examination for sexual assault, but does not wish to make a repofi to law enforcement, dispatch

is to contact the appropriate law enforcement agency. A Haven Rape Crisis Advocate and a

SANE will also be contacted. The victim will be directed to the Haven Rape Crisis Center for a

medical examination. Evidence will be collected and a GBi Sexual Assault Evidence Collection

Kit will be completed. The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the

SANE with the victim's information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law

Enforcement Officer. The Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information

sheet regarding the sexual assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet

shall include the victim's sex, date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the

victim's name. The GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law

enforcement to the GBI Crime Laboratory.

If the victim goes to the hospital requesting a medical forensic examination for sexual

assault, but doesn't want to make a report to law enforcement, the hospital shall contact the

appropriate law enforcement agency and a Haven Rape Crisis Advocate. The Advocate will then

contact the on-call SANE. If needed, the Advocate will transport the victim to the Haven Rape

Crisis Center for the examination after the victim has signed a confidentiality agreement.

Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be completed.

The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the SANE with the victim's

information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law Enforcement Officer. The

Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information sheet regarding the sexual

assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet shall include the victim's sex,

date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the victim's name- The GBI

Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law enforcement to the GBI Crime

Laboratory per current GBI policies and procedures.

If the victim does not cooperate with law enforcement in the investigation or prosecution

of a sexual assault, the investigating law enforcement agency shall maintain any physical

evidence collected as a result of such sexual assault that contains biological material, including,

but not limited to, stains, fluids, or hair samples that relate to the identity of the perpetrator of the
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sexual assault, for not less than 12 months from the date any such physical evidence is collected

(o.c.G.A. sl 7-s-72(b)).

A sexual assault victim shall not be required to pay, directly or indirectly, for the cost of a

forensic medical examination. The cost of a forensic medical examination shall be paid for by

the Georgia Crime Victims Emergency Fund (O.C'G.A. $17-5-72)

No prosecuting attorney, investigating law enforcement agency, or government official

shall ask or require any victim of a sexual assault to submit to a polygraph examination or any

other truth-telling device as a condition precedent to investigating a sexual assault. The refusal of

a victim to submit to a polygraph examination or any other truth-telling device shall not prevent

an investigation or prosecution of any sexual assault (O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-73). At the time of

medical forensic examination, no alleged victim shall be required to assign or waive any rights

afforded to him or her in the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights or that might prevent the alleged

victim from seeking relief from the Crime Victims Compensation Board (O'C.G.A' $ 35-l-2).

a N n of On-call S al Assault Resnonse Team

If the victim is at the medical facilitv:

Hospitals receiving patients reporting incidents of sexual assault shall immediately

contact law enforcement in accordance with O.C.G.A. $ 31-7-9 mandating all non-accidental

injuries be reported. Patients will retain the right to initiate, participate in, and/or cooperate with

any law enforcement investigation of such assault.

o The nursing staff should contact the appropriate 9I1 Dispatch and The Haven Rape Crisis

Center at 229 -244-17 65.

o The E.R. physician or physician extender will provide a medical screening examination.

o If no treatment is indicated in the Emergency Department and a SANE is on-call then the

patient will be escorted to The Haven Rape Crisis Center by the responding law enforcement

agency for a medical forensic examination and evidence collection if within the 120 hour time

frame.
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. If the patient has obvious injuries or requires medical treatment in the Emelgency

Department, the responding law enforcement agency wiil contact the on-call Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate who will contact the on-call SANE. The medicai forensic examination will be

performed at the hospital.

o If there is no SANE on-call, then the emergency department will proceed with the medical

forensic examination and evidence collection.

o If the victim is not able to give consent for the medical forensic examination or cannot make

a report to law enforcement based on their cognitive, developmental, or physical disability, it is

essential to find out if the victim has a legal guardian and, if so, who the legal guardian is for the

victim that can provide consent for medical procedures. The medical forensic examination can be

conducted in emergency situations.

If the victim is at the scene:

o The incident is reported through the appropriate 911 Center and forwarded to a law

enforcement agency. Law enforcement will request 91i to contact The Haven Rape Crisis Center

via crisis line at 229-244-1765.

o Uniformed patrol is dispatched to the victim.

o Uniformed patrol advises his/her supervisor of facts and the determination is made whether

to contact the on-call Detective/Investigator and the on-call Haven Rape Crisis Advocate.

o The Appropriate 911 Center notifies the Detective/Investigatory and Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate. If there is a SANE on-call, the Advocate will contact the on-call SANE. Response

time for the Advocate is no more than 45 minutes following initial notification. Response time

for the on-call SANE is no more than 60 minutes following initial notification.

r If a SANE is on-call, the victim should be transported to The Haven Rape Crisis Center. If

the victim has visible physical injuries, then the victim should be transported to the nearest

available medical facility capable of providing basic life support.

o If a SANE is not on-call, then the victim should be transported to an emergency room to

proceed with the examination and collection of evidence.
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a

In any case in Atkinson, Berrien, Ciinch, Cook, or Lanier Counties (The Alapaha Judicial

Circuit) where any child under 12 years of age presents to law enforcement or DFCS with an

acute sexual assault case (defined as any type of penetration within 72-96 hours for any child

under 12) the following protocol shall be followed:

o The Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes County (hereinafter "CAC") shall be contacted

via their crisis line at229-300-4366.

. The CAC Representative will determine that the case meets the above criteria and will

contact the on call Pediatric SANE nurse, Forensic Interviewer with the Child Advocacy Center,

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill, or any other Assistant District Attorney. A victim advocate

from the District Attorney's office may also be contacted.

o An interview of the child will be conducted at the Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes

County following the Forensic Interview Protocol by a Forensic Interviewer from the CAC. The

on-call forensic interviewer has 15 minutes to respond to the initial notihcatiorVcall. Once the

forensic interviewer completes the screening process, the forensic interviewer has one hour to

arrive on-site at the CAC to conduct the forensic interview. Discretion will be used by the on-call

forensic interviewer whether a forensic interview will be conducted after 1 1:00PM.

o The on call Pediatric SANE nurse will be present for this interview along with other

members of the MDT team.

o After the forensic interview of the child, the child will be transported to the appropriate

facility and a sexual assault exam will be conducted by the on call Pediatric SANE.

. The CAC agrees to provide a copy of the interview notes to the on call Pediatric SANE nurse

and the on call Pediatric SANE nurse agrees to provide a copy of the medical history to the

CAC.
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o If the victim is a child (12 Years Old or Older):

For any case involving a child 12 years of age or older, Law Enforcement shall contact

the Haven Victim Advocate via crisis line at 229-244-1765 as usual per the SART Protocol.

Should Law Enforcement believe that a Forensic Interview is needed prior to the SANE exaln,

they shall contact The Children's Advocacy on call line at229-300-4366.

If the abuse occurred greater than96 hours prior to the disclosure of said abuse, a non-

emergent exam can be conducted at the Lowndes CAC (3325 Skipper Bridge Road,

Valdosta, Georgia) by a medical provider. Most children with current marks, bruises, or other

visible palpable injuries may have a non-acute exam at the CAC. If a child/teen has bums or

broken bones due to possible physical abuse, they will need to be seen in the nearest Hospital

Emergency Department. If the child is younger than three years of age, they may require an

x-ray or MRI at the hospital. Law Enforcement and DFCS may call the CAC main phone

number at229-245-5364 to schedule a non-emergent exam.

Law Enfo rcement Agen cy.-brro4.gg!a

o The Role of Law Enforcement

Law enforcement offrcers play acrucial role in overcoming a victim's psychological

hurdles and obtaining a victim's cooperation in a sexual assault investigation. Since a victim's

ability to cope with the crime and its aftermath may prove critical to the ultimate success of

criminal prosecution, it is imperative that law enforcement agencies treat the victim of sexual

assault with the utmost compassion.

Law enforcement officers must remain sensitive to the individuality of each victim and

the massive impact a sexual assault may have upon the victim and the victim's family and

friends. Law enforcement offrcers should take into account not only the particular assault

suffered by each victim, but the victim's age, physical abilities and culture (e.g.,

cognitive/developmentally and physical disability considerations, deaf/hard of hearing

considerations, elderly considerations, lesbian/gaylbisexual/transgender/queer/ questioning
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(LGBT+) considerations, male victim considerations, African American considerations,

immigrant and refugee considerations, Latino/Hispanic considerations, sex trafficking victims

considerations, and faith considerations).

a

The first law enforcement officer to reach a sexual assault victim is usually a uniformed

officer. This officer, as with others who investigate the case, should quickly develop a positive

rapport with the victim while initiating the gathering of evidence.

(1.) Immediate ResPonse

o The responding officer should first address the victim's physical and medical needs.

Emergency first aid should be offered, if necessary, while awaiting an emergency medical

response unit.

. The responding officer should be calm, sympathetic and understanding. To increase the

victim's emotional comfort and security prior to a transfer to a medical facility/ Rape Crisis

Center, the officer should explain to the victim the actions anticipated on the victim's behalf,

including a physical examination.

o The officer should also ask the victim to refrain from washing, showering, brushing teeth,

using a mouthwash, smoking, eating, chewing gum, breathe mints, hard candy, drinking,

douching, urinating, or defecating to prevent the loss of valuable physical evidence. The

evidentiary importance of preserving personal clothing and articles from the crime scene should

be explained. Even if a victim has bathed, douched, or changed clothing, the officer should

transport the victim to the appropriate medical facility for a medical forensic examination.

o The responding officer should also ask the victim basic questions about the sexual assault'

Not more than two officers should conduct questioning in the greatest privacy available, and

questioning should be limited in scope to crucial information immediately needed by law

enforcement

The crime scene will be processed per the investigating agency's operating policy.a
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r If the responding officer proceeds to the medical facllity/Rape Crisis Center where the

victim is taken, the officer should:

a. Remain at the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center until the investigating law

enforcement officer(s) has arrived; and

b. Thoroughly brief the investigating law enforcement officer(s) on any information

about the victim, the assault, the assaiiant, and the crime scene, which the officer has

obtained. These briefings should take place in a private setting where other patients or

hospital personnel cannot overhear confidential information.

(2.) Delaved Reportine

Forensic evidence may remain for a general time period of up to 120 hours in the victim's

body or there may be evidence of tearing or other internal abrasions. For this reason, the victim

should be encouraged to seek medical care. A medical forensic examination includes the

collection of medical history to guide the medical provider, such as a SANE or other qualified

individual, in delivering medical care tailored to address the specific inquiries and medical needs

of the patient. The medical forensic examination provides treatment including but not limited to

Prophylaxis, Safety Plan Assessment, Fatality/Risk Assessment, Mental Health Assessment for

Rape Trauma Syndrome, STI testing, Strangulation Assessment, and Intimidate Partner Violence

(IPV) Assessment.

(3.) The Medical Examination and Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers should not be present during the medical examination of a

sexual assault victim, unless there is a specific evidentiary or investigative necessity that requires

their attendance. Any person, particularly a sexual assault victim, deserves a personal

examination free of unnecessary, non-medical strangers'

a

1. An Investigator will usually be summoned to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center

where the victim has been taken. The Investigator should respond immediately to the facility.

The Investigator should conduct a thorough interview with the victim and should document the

facts of the investigation and, if necessary, request The Haven Rape Crisis Center record the

interview with both audio and video equipment.
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Durins the itial contact. the Inves tor should:

o Clearly identify himself/herself to the victim

o Verify the information obtained by the dispatcher and/or responding officer which may help

the police locate the suspect;

o Attempt to explain to the victim what is being done on the victim's behalf

o inform the victim that another interview may be conducted at a later time.

o Interviews conducted by SANEs should be limited to medical history and sexual assault

history pertinent to guiding the exam only and for the purpose of any medical diagnosis and

treatment. It is imperative that every SANE remains focused on their role as a medical

professional, while also protecting the privacy and confidentiality of the patient in their care.

o The victim's interview at The Haven Rape Crisis Center may be video/audio recorded with

informed consent. It will ultimately be left up to the victim/patient whether they wish to have

their Medical forensic history recorded. Notice to the victim shall be accomplished by placing at

least one sign, printed in both English and Spanish, in the area where the interview shall be

conducted advising the victim that the interview may be video/audio recorded. Victims may be

asked to sign a written form consenting to the video/audio recording of the interview. If a victim

choses to not have his/her medical forensic history recorded then every effort should be made to

notify the assigned law enforcement Investigator in order to allow their presence for the medical

forensic history interview.

o The Investigator may consult with the victim advocate to explain the actions being taken by

the police and to seek their cooperation and assistance in future contacts with the victim.

o Transportation arrangements will be made to a safe location for the victim.

o The Investigator should verify that the chain of custody of the evidence obtained at the

medical facility/Rape Crisis Center is maintained correctly. The Investigator should ensure that

all evidence collected is inventoried and prepared for transfer to the crime laboratory if

appropriate. Investigators should conf,rrm with the evidence custodian that the evidence is

transferred to the lab in a timely manner.
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o Victim Follow Up:

The primary law enforcement officer will keep in touch with the victim as needed and as

is applicable for the investigation process. The primary law enforcement officer should refer the

victim to a Victim Advocate as determined necessary by the investigator.

. I_he tg!s_Bg!ort:.

The primary investigation officer in a sexual assault case has the crucial responsibility of

compiling all the information learned through the investigation. The case report will be the main

source of information for the prosecutors handling the case. Therefore, it is imperative that every

effort is made to be as thorough, accurate and informative as possible in building the report'

a

Although several different agencies come in contact with sexual assault victims at various

stages after a sexual assault is reported, the Haven Rape Crisis Center is the coordinating agency

for sexual victims, providing consistent support, consistent treatment, and advocacy throughout

the process. The Haven Rape Crisis Center provides emotional support and crisis intervention to

sexual assault victims and their families.

. Inilla!.ross
The safety and well-being of the victim should be the first concern of the victim service

provider. The role of the victim service provider is to:

o With the consent of the victim, help identify and address the immediate concerns of the

victims, (e.g., are they in a safe place, are there family and friends whom the victim wishes to be

contacted, are medical care or transportation to the hospital needed, is clothing needed to wear

home from the hospital);

o Instruct the victim to not destroy evidence by eating, drinking, bathing, urinating, douching ,

or washing clothes;

o Provide emotional support and crisis intervention to victim and their families;

o Be present during medical forensic examination (at the request of the SANE and/or victim);

and

. Help arrange transportation to and from the hospital or medical facility;
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For their own safety, and to avoid interfering with the investigation, victim advocates

shall not go to the crime scene unless accompanied by law enforcement. Victim advocates are

not investigators or attorneys and do not investigate cases or give legal advice. The advocate at

no time will ask the victim questions related to the details of the assault. The role of the victim

advocate should be explained to the victim. The advocate should determine whether the victim

wishes to receive victim services.

Sexual offenders may be predatory and/or serial offenders. As such, any notification of a

sexual assault to the advocate should be reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency'

While the victim may decide not to pursue a criminal complaint of the incident, it may be

important to other ongoing investigations that law enforcement is made aware of the assault'

. EaSiSServigs,

Rape Crisis Advocates need to achieve an effective balance between advocating for

victims and working within the parameters of the criminal justice system. Basic services

provided by the Rape Crisis Center to victims, their families and friends may include:

. On-site examination room for use by Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners for medical

assessment, medical treatment, proper support assessments, and collection of evidence;

o A twenty-four hour crisis line;

r Accompanying a victim to a medical facility and providing support throughout the

medical examination;

. Provide clothing and hygiene items;

. If a survivor wishes the assistance, an advocate will accompany the survivor for any follow-

up medical visits;

o Throughout and after the medical visit, advocates help survivors deal with symptoms of

anxiety, fear, depression, loss ofcontrol, and decreased assertiveness;

o Advocates may accompany victim during initial police contact at medical facility;

o Video interviewing facilities for interviewing the victim;

r Victims will be referred to a counseling service, Valdosta State University students will be

made aware of counseling services offered by the university;
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o Victims will be offered the choice to participate in support groups provided free of charge by

the Haven Rape Crisis Center;

o Advocates provide victims with assistance in understanding reporting options, victims'rights,

filing for crime victims' compensation, support throughout the prosecution of the case and

accompaniment to court;

o Information and referral to community resources; and

o Staff or volunteers will interact with agencies and individuals on behalf of sexual assault

victims in order to achieve a particular goal or results.

The advocate needs the cooperation of many other agencies to provide information and

support. Networking and maintaining effective lines of communication with law enforcement,

medical, prosecutorial, criminal justice, and other social service organizations are essential.
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o Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Resnonse

The role of the medical forensic personnel is to provide a timely, high-quality medical

forensic examination that can potentially validate and address sexual assault patients' concerns,

minimize the trauma they may experience, and promote their healing. At the same time, it can

increase the likelihood that evidence collected will aid in criminal case investigation, resulting in

perpetrators being held accountable and further sexual violence prevented. The main role of the

medical forensic personnel shall always relate to treatment and assessment rather than forensic in

collecting and preserving evidence. Medical forensic examinations shall be performed by a

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner ("SANE"), physician, nurse practitioner or physician's assistant

("PA") trained in performing such exams.

Medical forensic examination resn include:

o Obtaining informed consent from the patient for the medical forensic examination,

documentation and evidence collection

o Gathering the medical forensic history Conducting a medical physical examination

Coordinating treatment of injuries Documentation of biologic and physical findings Collection of

evidence from patient Documentation of findings

o Providing information, treatment, and referrals for STis, pregnancy Follow-up as

needed for additional treatment and/or collection of evidence Providing testimony at trial.

The Medical Forensic Examinationa

r Who Mav Reauest an Examination

With the consent of the patient, medical forensic examinations can be performed at the request of

(l) a Law Enforcement Agency, (2) the District Attomey's Office, (3) the Medical Examiner or

County Coroner's Office, (4) a Hospital, (5) Pursuant to a Court Order, or (6) at the

Patient's/Victim's Request Pursuant to O.C.G.A. 5I7 -5-72'
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o Procedures for the Iixamination

In order to preserve the patient's dignity and confidentiality, all aspects of the medical

forensic examination, including consent, medical history, and details of the assault, will be

conducted in a private office or secluded space. A trained victim advocate will be available to

accompany the patient and offer emotional support during the examination. The advocate will at

no time ask the patient questions related to the details of the assault. After explaining to the

patient the details of the examination, additional consents are obtained, a secondary assessment

is performed, and the history of the patient and the assault are taken. Note that while it is

important to document the history of the patient and the assault as completely as possible, the

examiner should not inquire about or document irrelevant aspects of the patient's sexual history.

After completing the documentation for this phase, a serum or urine pregnancy test is ordered on

women wi_th childbearing capabilities. The SANE shall perform a complete medical forensic

examination and upon completion, provide the patient with the proper precautionary medications

to help guard against certain sexually transmitted diseases and Plan B birth control medication.

These medications are prescribed by the physician supervising the SANE. The SANE shall

complete the Sexual Assault Response Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence

Collection Form and return it to the Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate within 5 business days.

Said form will then be made available to the Investigator and Prosecutor.

a

Any forensic evidence collected within 120 hours of a sexual assault should be

documented in the Georgia Bureau of Investigation/Division of Forensic Sciences Sexual

Assault Evidence Collection Kit (GBVDOFS). The findings of the exam should be documented

completely, noting injuries on the relevant anatomical diagrams. After the examination and

evidence collection are completed, the examiner should check the labeling of all evidence and

package it as instructed in the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit' The SANE shall

release the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit, a copy of the Sexual Assault Response

Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence Collection Form, and all evidence

collected to the appropriate law enforcement official. The official should sign for this material,

establishing a "chain of custody".
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Adequate and proper coliection of specimen samples fi'om the patient's body for forensic

analysis is essential followingthe medical care of thepatient. Biologic evidence collection shall

be conducted in accordance with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) procedures using a

GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. This kit shall be utilized to collect samples from

the patient's body to perform semen testing through DNA analysis. A separate Drug Facilitated

Sexual Assault kit for biological specimens shall be utilized for collection of blood and urine

samples from the patient's body to determine if the sexual assault was drug facilitated. The

instruction sheet provided in each kit should be followed explicitly for proper evidence

collection. Inadequate collection and/or preservation of evidence may hinder suspect

identification. Immediate air drying (no heat) of samples is critical for the optimum preservation

of the evidence. All labeling or identifying information must be accurately completed. The label

should include: the name of the patient, date and time of collection, sample source (or contents of

clean paper bag when clothes are collected), and person collecting the sample.

Georgia law requires consent to any and all medical procedures (O.C.G.A. $ 3l-9-2).

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-9-7, the legal age of consent for medical treatment is 18. However, there

are exceptions. For tests and treatment connected with pregnancy, a female can consent

regardless of her age or marital status.

Under O.C.G.A. $ 3I-I7 -7, any minor can consent without either parent's permission to

those medical services, which deal with the treatment of a sexually transmitted disease.

Emergency cases can be rendered under implied consent'

o Payment Procedures for Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner or Other Medical Providers

After completion of a forensic exam, the SANE or medical provider conducting the

medical forensic examination will complete all required documents and payment forms as

provided by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) of Georgia. The required forms

and documents will be submitted by the SANE or medical provider to the Haven Rape Crisis

Center directly for reimbursement for exam costs only.

Page 18 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

a

Sexual Assault Kit tracking will be provided to all victims for updates on the location and

status of sexual assault kits throughout the criminal justice process, including the initial

collection in sexual assault medical forensic examination perfonned at medical facilities, receipt

and storage at law enforcement agencies, receipt and analysis at forensic laboratories, and any

destruction after completion of analysis.

Tracking will allow faciiities performing sexual assault medical forensic examinations,

law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, the Division of Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau

of Investigation, and other entities having custody of sexual assault kits to update and track the

status and location of sexual assault kits. Victims of sexual assault will be able to anonymously

track or receive updates regarding the status of their sexual assault kits using electronic

technology or technologies allowing continuous access (O.C.G.A. 5 17-5-74).

.@
A crime is an illegal act or omission for which someone can be punished by the

government. A felony crime is a prohibited act, which carries possible punishment of one year or

more in the State Penitentiary. Under Georgia law, all felonies are in the jurisdiction of Superior

Court and are prosecuted by the District Attorney's Office for the Circuit in which the crime was

committed. The District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit prosecutes felony

cases in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

Most crime victims regard a criminal case as their case and expect the prosecutor to

pursue the case according to their wishes. Victims of sexual assault, which can include some of

the most violent and traumatic cases handled by prosecutors, are no exception to this general

rule. This sometimes results in conflict between the victim and prosecutor as to the appropriate

resolution of the criminal case. While the victim is primarily concerned only with their

individual case and feelings regarding the case, the prosecutor has taken an oath to uphold the

Constitution and laws of the United States and the State of Georgia. The prosecutor represents

the interests of the people of the State of Georgia (i.e., society as a whole) not merely the

interests of the individual victim.
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It is the ultimate legal responsibility of the prosecutor to determine the disposition of any

case, including sexual assault crimes. It is the policy of the District Attorney's Office of the

Alapaha Judicial Circuit to make such a determination after careful consideration of the feelings

and position of the victim, victim's family members and the law enforcement investigator who

has had primary responsibility for the investigation. While the majority of cases prosecuted by

the District's Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit are resolved with the agreement

of the victim, such cannot always be the case. In any event, it is the policy of the District

Attorney's Office to explain the reasons for disposition of cases to victims. This is especially

important when the disposition is contrary to the victim's wishes, If, after hearing the reasons, a

victim is not in agreement with the disposition of the criminal case, he or she always has the

option of filing a civil suit against the perpetrator in which the victim will be a named party and

can direct his or her private attorney as to how to proceed in that action.

a Victim Services - of District Attornev

In 1995, the Georgia Legislature adopted the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights (Codffied at

O.C.G.A. S l7-17-l). These rights include but are not limited to:

. The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any scheduled court proceedings or

any changes to such proceedings;

o The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of the arrest, release, or escape of the

accused;

o The right not to be excluded from any scheduled court proceedings, except as provided in

this chapter or as otherwise required by law;

o The right to be heard at any scheduled couft proceedings involving the release, plea, or

sentencing of the accused;

o The right to file a written objection in any parole proceedings involving the accused;

o The right to confer with the prosecuting attorney in any criminal prosecution related to the

victim;

o The right to restitution as provided by law,

. The right to proceedings free from unreasonable delay; and
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o The right to be treated fairly and with dignity by all criminaljustice agencies involved in the

case.

The first requirement for a victim to exercise his or her rights is to be made aware of

those rights. The District Attomey's Office of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit provides local law

enforcement agencies an outline of those rights for distribution to crime victims. This outline is

given to the victim by the responding officer and includes the phone number of the District

Attorney's Office Victim Assistance Program for further information'

If a member of the District Attorney's Office is not called to the scene, an attempt to

contact the victim of a sexual assault will be made within 24 to 48 hours or at a reasonable time

once sufficient information becomes available. Incident reports from investigating law

enforcement agencies are examined daily to insure victim notification.

Upon initial contact, one of the District Attorney's Victim Advocates will attempt to

coordinate an immediate face-to-face interview and will advise the victim of his or her rights

under O.C.G.A. $ 17-17-1, et. seq. If the responding officer did not provide the victim rights

outline to the victim, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will provide that outline, as well as

a copy of a brochure explaining the criminal justice process in basic terms.

The District Attorney's Victim Advocate will also explain the availability of victim

compensation and will offer assistance with completing the application, as well as contacting the

Governor's Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Division of Victim Compensation if needed.

The District Attomey's Office appeals adverse decisions of Victim Compensation if the office

believes that the denial was made in error. At the initial meeting, as well as subsequent meetings,

the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will make reference to support services appropriate to

the needs of the victim.

Whenever possible, the District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of any proceeding in

which the release of the accused will be considered and offers the victim the opportunity to

express his or her opinion on the release of the accused pending judicial disposition. if any

accused is released on a pre-trial bond, a bond after conviction, or given a probated sentence, the
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District Attorney's Office requests of the Court to make "no contact with the victim, directly or

indirectly," a condition of the release. The District Attorney's Office further notifies the victim of

his or her right to notify the office if the accused violates the condition of release or if anyone

else subiects them to threats or intimidation. Upon a victim's written complaint of such andlor

other evidence produced, the District Attorney's Offic.e can take action to petition the Court to

revoke bond or probation and/or bring criminal charges against such individual.

During any hearing or trial, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate makes all reasonable

attempts, consistent with Court facilities, to ensure that the victim waits in an area separate from

the accused, his friends, and family.

Prior to disposition of the accuser's case, the prosecutor offers the victim the opportunity

to express the victim's opinion on the disposition of the case, including plea or sentence

negotiations and participation in pre-trial or post-trial diversion programs. The oppoltunity is

given for both oral opinion and also in the form of a written Victim Impact Statement from the

victim.

The District Attomey's Office notifies the victim of all hearing/courl dates/post

adjudication proceedings, which can affect the custodial status or disposition of the case. This is

accomplished by both telephone contact and with written notice when possible. Victims are also

notified of appellate/parole decisions and where possible, the prosecutor assists the victim in

communicating with both the Department of Corrections (prison system) and Parole Board. The

prosecutor's office also assists the victim with enrolling in the 24 hour automated notification

system operated by the Department of Corrections to notify the victim of any escapes from

custody by the perpetrator.
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a General Procedures

After a suspect is arrested, the Magistrate Judge forwards a copy of the warrant to the

District Attomey. Cases are assigned to a specific prosecutor when the warrant is received. The

District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit primarily utilizes a hybrid-vertical

prosecution case-assignment system. Therefore, the prosecutor initially assigned the case will

follow it through until its conclusion in the office. The ultimate assignment of prosecutors to a

case is the responsibility of the elected District Attorney who has that legal obligation as part of

his official duties.

In every case which appears to be able to be resolved only by trial, as opposed to some

other disposition, the prosecutor and advocates make all reasonable efforts to visit the courtroom

with the victim when there is no court action taking place in order to acclimate the victim to the

courtroom and explain trial procedures in an attempt to raise the comfort level for the victim

under admittedly unpleasant circumstances.

Each sexual assault victim is provided the name and phone number of the prosecutor and

victim advocates assigned to his or her case, and the staff of the District Attorney's Office is

always available to advise and consult with victims, from the date of the incident, until literally

decades later when parole issues arise.

o Financial Resources

There are a number of costs associated with a sexual assault, in particular the costs of

collecting evidence; hospital or health provider fees including fees for the physical examination;

lab expenses including the collection of specimens, tests for pregnancy and tests to detect the

presence of HIV antibodies; medications to prevent sexually transmitted diseases; follow-up; and

treatment for any injuries. In addition there may be costs to the victim of lost wages, and for a

family, funeral expenses.
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(1.) Payments for Forens

When evidence relating to an allegation of rape is collected in the course of a medical

examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime Victims

Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be responsible for the cost of

the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the limited purpose of

collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-1)

When evidence relating to an allegation of aggravated sodomy is collected in the course

of a medical examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime

Victims Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be financially

responsible for the cost of the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the

limited purpose of collecting evidence. (OCGA I6-6-2)

(2.) Victims' Comnensa

For other medical costs associated with the assault such as the pregnancy test, test for

HIV, emergency contraception, and treatment for any injuries, reimbursement can be claimed

through the Victims' Compensation Fund, and if an application is made and approved payment

will made directly to the hospital or other medical provider, including a Sexual Assault Nurse

Examiner. However if a victim is insured or on Medicaid, then those sources should be sought

before the Victims' Compensation Fund is used.
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We, as members of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol

Committee, hereby sign our support and commitment to the policies and procedures as

documented and set forth herein this Protocol, to the training and implementation of such, and to

the ongoing process of facilitating through the Sexual Assault Response Team, a multi-

disciplinary, coordinated response to the crime of sexual assault and sexual assault victims.

l)bu^Approved and adopted this of September,2025.

At Large Members:

/.
Attorney Chase L. Studstill

Chairmen, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

=fr,r
u_,*

Dr. Stewart Warren, MD
Magnolia Urgent Care
LocalCitizen Member

Michelle Girtman
Executive Director
The Haven Rape Crisis Center

The Haven Rape Crisis Center
Sexual Assault Health Care Prolessional
Tatilor'ap ;c(lartcl
AzxUu\ A s Sau)l d,Lzr-r't u1"t'
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ATKINSO COT]NTY

(' \-i n\
,.1 ) r \ l.Lrvr._ /$ 4^rnJ*

Honorable Carol G. Durrance, Judge

Magistrate Court of Atkinson County

Derrick Touchton, Police Chief
Pearson Pol Department

Francisco Police Chief
will ice Department

vid Moore, Sheriff
Atkinson County Sheriff s Office

B't t'|, a)
Arnber DeCosta, RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health

Page 25 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

Ray lk,
Berrien ty Sheriff s Office

Honorable Doug
Berrien County Magistrate Court

, Police Chief
Alapaha Police Department

Ronald Knowles, Chief
Nashville Police Department

Bowen, B N, RN, County Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health

U'-F6, UL
Anthony Perkins, Police Chief
Enigma Police Depafiment

Chief
Ray City Police Department
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CLINCH

1'Y1u.Llr*-' &-
Hon
Clin

Ie Judge 14..i{ r{
Magistrate Court

Li
Raymond Peterson, Sheriff
Clinch County Sherifls Office

0/}-}r- rw
RN, Counfy Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health
Keith Jackson, Police Chief
Homervi I le Police Department
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COOK COUNTY

('

Stephen M. Chamrnoun, Ch ief Judge

Cook Magistrate Coutl

Audie Rowe, Po

Adel Police DePaftment

avoris Bel lice Chief
Sparks Police DePartment

Doug Hanks, Sheriff
Cook County Sheriff s Office

Rebecca Allgood, , County Nurse Manager

Georgia Deparlment of Public Health

Police Chief
Police Depaftment

J
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LANIER COIINTY

le Victoria J , Chief Judge

Lanier County Magistrate Court

Mi SI Police
Lakeland Pol ice Department

Ni ff
Lanier County Sheriffls Office

S

KN
Lauren Lee, RN, Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health
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Addendum 1:

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
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Addendum 2:

Business Associate Agreement
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it:qt:r'rrri;,: i'6;11;1i;il:t; :tnll r\^cctlttt:lihiiir-r' \uL:'f 199{i 1'IilIAA"')' i!ic ii 'i 
''''''ttti11::rri 

i'i'lir:ri''ir

.,j, Il.rr-:-r.lr:vicc:; i'tlt iS;'; lli,rliilllq;:c(l tt',g ili'11i11;tt'':' [cr {)i:v'l:"' 'rf ixiilr]'ie'lli' l'it:il;'fl:'r:ilr:

iii-r;iklt l,'Jirlr:rliiol (tlrc "i't'ivlrr"',' Slar-'rll-';l:;") :il'li il l'1r'' l)l:ii'i {iii':''-'C iii :rr:l! i: 1J 'Ji1; 
:i

ir.i-r.rirlu:tl; irr:rl c-:tit.:s ,,,t1raf lo lirc ll,ivaci' Sli:ittl:llti'; (c:;11 t '('ii' It ri Ir ''"" 'rt

c.)ili:r:.ir:!y. '(Jor,trrrl l:t,iltics") iiJ pl(llt)ijt tnd Pf'r,il'rY rii';'tt:ir' irrliiir':i':lL1 ;'-i" iii":r;J i'iiilrih

ii,ii ',rt.,lir-,lr f itrtril:l:!c:i i Jt:'iltll l:liiri'lll:riil):l' rr: 'i)i ii ): iritj

Wll|.ti-lI"lj, ilr|rs,ialll :lr IifPr\A. ill'lS ila; i'r1'11r;rl {liU 'rr:t::"i'}'S':ri'i;tirii (ilt'r'Sr:cr:tii'

S,-lrlrlrr'lr"l, :f 15 (j.I l" Partt l'50, lo' l r'l ltr'l lut il; ltllr':'li'r1 i i ':r"il(:llit :rrrf '1':e l'''llii'

i:,fi'rr:tiriiotl' i;t'Hl"l,'rnl!

vVt{l:.Ji}::\i'j,jnritrir:tt(r[I(.ri0c1'tll':1t;iv:rcy;ii'tll;ciiiiti'i'l'irliii::'l'diiri'l'r']ll<:r.':l'''-ii
r;r rrr,li.rLiirtt0d 'g;'r,t ,ttt 6chlrll'c;i r\litlrlrrill" lll': l'iivirt:y StirLttlr'-(15 lri(i Scct'rtit'v Slit:"ltit'i--r(lilliil

.:\t;tlliriitv t,: (iirr.jt tr,-t: I ''irt,cilit',S ir:,;rrCil,lt) il;'itrlirilLllL" ""-' 
::rlI'ir ililiilr'1"-I; 'friii ';i:iitl'r

,,,,,1ri.t,,r* :,i;i-qit:tlt i111'q;r il;l ilr:italt 'll r\r'ilrr)l'ity ii ;i"-'i; slrl'ir'r'': t''r'1: 'L' il'ii rli(- i': Lii;tl''r:rc lr;

i'r 1l r.:r' lr.f'l ii: irrr,l

wf tliJiLiJ\5, ,\:-it()(ll,'r'iJi arrri '^tr'lllirr'il1' r!':sitc ir":lr''t;i iltiir liri': tlrt:'i r" \:;'';:; '

i.i.,il1 rlirllil

ij()./,/.iIij;ltlr,l'i,]l|,,.ill(:lIll.ii]i.l'i]lltJl]rrlili..li.,'.:.li'l\1.I1lj).,1';j1.1r|1;'11j
,\.::r,citr(:!' ilL!i ;ilf :]rtritl::',s A!iil i')L:Lil{:ili';' itJld 

"1111'rl 
:ti;''iL lttt'1 t liiii!'irli: '' 

:'i' l ir' r i '

, r\5isOCI,A'll'r.i;'rligaligt.ll,

I



I

a

fll)lrli(::rL)lc, i\nd all Icit)t.:ltccs to Itlll llctcirr shirll bc crortsttile:tl ttr irrclrttlc lif'lli' As'\()(:lA'ili

i.t3t.ccs r0! ld us0 ot tlisciosc (0r'pcLrrril lll(: tl\e ot tlisclosu|c u) i'lll irr a ilrittittsl llrll ""otrlrl

\,i0lf,te lhc rcqr\ifctltcnts c:i lhc ilriYitiry stRrldaLds .0r 
s:crrLity stiruLlnrtls il thc I)lll \w*fc tr\c([ of

tiisclosccl by Arii6o'ily iu^ ir,. ro,n, i.,,nuu.r,. Ails()cln'l ll shirli tr"-c np])loPl'illtc srfcgLrartls Lu

'rci,o't 
tpc rrsc.l clir-closuLtr of PIII otScr thatt as i:xptcssly pcl'rnittcd rrndcL this r\gtcr:tncnt'

1,2 ASSOCIATTI shnli irrrplcrrrcrrt apprrrpriatc adininistativc,.physicnl nntl lccltnicsl

salcguards rncl irr all orhcr tcspccis conp1.,.witlr'dirbpnrt C of 4-5-C.pl( Pa'' 164 itt ordsr to

protcct rhc confidcntialirl,,-l"i.eifty t.a **irtrririt, "iiilt 
pHr arrd liPl'll thtt it crcatcs' rcccivcs'

mnintnins or tran3mils on bchn[f of Authority. nSSOiflfn coverrdnts lhat srrch snloguardi sltrll

inolurle, without linri(ation, inrplcmenting trit,un 1roii.i"s and prtccduru- itr conpliartoe wilh

HIPAA zutd ARIIA, cOnclucti0g a scctrrity rirt nssessnr.nt, antl trnining AssocIATE cmployce's

who will iravc access t0 pLll with rcspcct to tt,. poiicies *nrl pmcedurc$ rcquircd by I{IPAA lrld

AII]IA.

13 In thc cvcnt o{.a Securily llrcidctrt, inclrdirrg n Breach (ns-hcr'eitraftcr tl*fiuerl) or

sny crher use or disclosr"- "itkfi 
is noipcrmittcd untlcr this Agrcct:rclt of any PI{l o[ EPI'II thnt

AssociA,l.E acccss€s, ,n*ioioi,rr, ,rt"irrs, rnodiltos, r'ocords, sires, d,,st..oys, or othcrwisc hoids

or uses on belnlf of Author.ity in councction with tic Business Art'angentent, ASSOCIA'I'Li shall

fcport such Seeurity ln.iJ.nt ol, ott .r irtciclcut to the r\uthority witlrin terr (10) days o['discoverl'

hv rha ASSOCIA'IE. ni.oiil'; shall nrcan tlte unartthorized ncquisirion' acccss' trscJ or'

;i.Jil';i;r]i'-"il"r, "rmp**tr., 
rhc sccuriry or privncy of euch infcrnntio..

1.,\ In thc evcrrl r:f a I}each of unsectirctl PI{t, ASSOctAI'll shall p|ovice r\utlror:itv.

.,vith Noticc; tlrcreof. tu*ir. ti a Breach sliait be 1n rvriting anil jnclLrde: (i) tlrc ic'cnriiicaLion ot'

cach individLial whose PIll has bcen' or is rcasouabiy believeci to li$vc b:ett' a'cccsscri' acclni|ed'

oL discioscd drrrlng thc,'lr...trt, (iij a bLici description .f t6c ciLcttrttstarii-s s\rrlorrnding t6c

)lreach; (iii) rhc dstc of trlc nt*"rt; il"; rt," dstc ol discov$y of the urcnchl (v) rhe scnpc of tltc

Ilrrach; (vi) ASSOCrlint-t*li"iit" to rtt(}.llrwch and thc idctrti{icution of tlrc pnrty

rcsponsiblc for oausing il" D";;li, ii known; (vii) s 4trccription of thc typus of ttnsecurcd l'l"ll

involvccl in tha Brcach i"g. ,"ir.r, socinl scorrrity nuurbcrc, dnlca o[ bilih, ndd[cssr"3' Rcc()tlnl

nurnhr:rs, diagntlstic u,ul iii'r'itity cotlcs' ctc'); .(vili; 
nny staps rvhich should bc takun by afttctcd

i'<Jiviciuals to prot€cl th;;;;;i;.: fmnr purorr{lal l,ur," t"rulLit,g fi'ont tltc B;cactti (in) u [:ticf

dcscription of wlrar frsiflCtnfn is doing to irrvcstignte ttrc Dn:nch' to ntitigalc ltann tu

individuals, urnl lo f.,rn*ri "goinrt 
any iirrttrcr Eronehcsl rrrrd (x) thc rrttltlo ttttcl cott[acl

infb|rnation oI a liaison rvhonr 1[e Arrthority rnny cotttuct rvith inqtrirics cOnccnriltg thc lJrcnclt'

]5
inlbruation
avai lab lc.

ASSo(jIA'lli shall srrlrplt;rlrcrtI lrtry Noticc ot [}Lt:tI.;it lrl.ovir'Icrl tti ttti; ',\ttllrotitl,tts

,,r,lrioh was .oI i(0o!,,/' |[ t1c tirrrc ol'tli' oLigirral Nrrrirrc of'l]r'iruclr ltccttttt':-';

1,6 Jrr tlrc Ovont 0l n l.jr.cloh. n SS(){itn llr :hrrll, irr d()rrstiltil{iorr rvillr r\rrtlroLiLy'

miii3atc, t(r liltj cx1.{.,llt pLircticablr-r' arrv rtitLlnljil Lr![ecr o['sLtllr Bt'eeclt lltal ir l<irot"'rr irr

ASSO(llr\ I U'

). ljse r:l. l,lIl. ASSOCIA.ll.l shilll usc lllil: (i).solcly t'or r\utholity':r lrcrrclil [rirl 'tttlr'fr":

ll:,,:;:**,:Jiil-nfi;;;'*;;*;'lllli'6.J:iliillri:.,";'l'iill!';:l''ll;;;1":;
ASso(:lA,ll;, or.ro cany oirr irs te1l,,1 ,".1r,,*il'tiii,i**, r,rovirlcil tlrrl rilx:ll llli':t'i illi: l'.,rrrrill':rl

ll.iLlL:t.ietIct;il atrtl :;tl.lr: litilr, i:.xcl;-r:;..:.;l!r;r.rvi,ie (:xl1l'.\\l), 1x'r.trtilt,;rl }t.:tditr r,t.i. t,:rltri:,':.1 ity



t .,\r,,l,rrlirr s.i]itli ri'{iiirr all :igil'.S irr tirc l)lll. n,;t 13t'ititlrlll ili;rr:ilr' {lSt:, cttraiiOrr irri(l (li'i'-ir)"r'r : i)i )i

ir1.:rriiiji:il :r,:rillli iLrfinrn,rli,in bf i\Sli(i(llA'll.i il'rc tl(;I l)elllr;tltxl lirtl(]s:i (:xf)11:iii',/ ii 'iittiit'':ti :tt

rr.r'ii irtg l:'* 
"ttriltrrrttl'.

l' l)iselo.ttil.c glllul. Sulljcr;t itl an), ]irrliiatitrtrs irl ihis Ap.Lcctrrl:til, i\SS()ClA'[ il lrr:;;,

<ii.scllsc PIll to rr'y thiril]rii'ry *rsons or citiiies ns tltsccftsirry 19 pcr{irrn: it'r obligatiruts urrrk''

thc ilnsines"^ An'angcrrteni witfi Arrtliority old ns perrnitte(l or requiltxl by npplicablc fcdcral ti'.

stete law, FnrlSer, Assgcln'fl: may 6iscloie ItI'lt ibr lhe propor muragemon[ arr{j

a6ministration,,f ASSO;;;Tp,;;;'tid; that: (i) such disclosulcs ate rcqtli'rcd hyiaw;or (:i;

ASS()ClA'l'tt: (a) olltnins tuutouiUt Bssu11uioss iru,o tty t[i;d party to.whom the infr'rrmation is

djsclosecl 1lp1 it rvill bc hcld confittentialand lru"ther use6 and iiscloseclonly as rcquired by la"'i

or i'oi lLr"-. purtlose fol r.r,hicli i1 rvas riisciosctl f,o the thiLd par'ly; (b) r-eqtrires the thild parlll to

atr.ee ld imlrcdrately notiiy AS,SOCIATE of any instattccs of which it is aware il:at PIJI is being

ilsed ct.rlisirlcrseci lbi a pt,rpos" ihat is uot cth.crvrise provicierl ftrr in this Agteement o; for: a

puLpose ntti cxlrlcssly pctrniled lry the Privac;r St*dards; anct (c) ensuros that all ciisclosures'11'

pfli fry AS,SOCIAl'E and tire thir<J party comply with the prificiple of urninimurt rls{ressary trse

at.rd disclosu'c,,' i.e., crnly ,ihe utinimum Fftt tt*t is rtecessary to accomplrsh the intendeC purpose

rnay 1;c rli..;cluscC. Il r\Sbg(,lAl'E disoloscs 1'FII receiveC iiom Authority, ot' crcatcd or receiveci

'oy AS-r()ciATE on behali of ALithority, to agelrts, incl'"rding a peniritted silbconlr'ac"r:r

(coiierrively, "R-ecipienrs"), z\SSOCIATE shall recu:re Recipients.to.aglee in vtriting to lhe

sainc r.csriicrlo". or.r,t 
"u,',iilions 

tl'iat apply to ASSOCII\TI unCet' *is Agreernent To tire ertelll

ir*,:,r,iLt",J by law, ASSOCIATE st.ttit^u. f,-rlly lia:blc to ALithori'i,' lbr any acts, firiiu'es or

omjssio,rs oj- lr,ccjpients irl hrmjshing thc scrvices as if thcy vrele ASSoclA'I'E's olvll acls'

ibihires r:r: r,nijssions. ASSO{IIATE shall Leporl to Authority any \ise or disclosure of PI{l lrct

lrei:rltLetl b;. this z\g;:cement, of rvhir;h it becomes z'-waie, such ieport to be made rvithin livc (5)

i-v, ,r alsoc;la;itl btro,ir:rir:g aware t'f sLtcb nse or disclcr;ure' ASSoCIA'r.[: agrees to

,iliiigate, t,r llc cx{etrt praclical tyf- Y]t::,:*"fhctwise 
L'et1ut:stcd by Aulhority i' writi*g' atty

ha:r"fiLt eifocl that is k-riown to ASSOCIA'I'I ald is the resull of rr ltse ut'tlisclcrsute of PHI iri'

ASSOCIA'l U or Recipients in violatiori o'f this Agreenient'

4.. bdividuat Bighrs llsgrrding tlqrt$nlcaU{ocofd $otr. li r\SSOCIATE meintairrs a

Design"rco nc"ord set on behalf of Authority, Ass(lcIAIS shalt: (t) provide access to, .rtrd
ju*i i*p."tion and copying of PFII by Authority oc. as drlccted by AuthoriU, an inclivirlunl

i,rfro L tl,. ruUject of the pl-tiina*r oonrlidons and [irrilations requiLcd rtnder'45 C]'R $t64.-524,

o, it ^ry 
be amelcled fi'orn 1:inre lo iinc; rurrl (ii) r'rmeltd PHI maitrtiiincd by ASSOCIAI'I" as

regi.rcstej by Author-ily. ASSOCtAlltshalL rcspond to ally l:equest h'om Arrthorily fr-it'acccss bv

ail ;ncljvidual widrirr flvc (5) cays of such re.lilesr anrl shall rnake any ariicnclmenl |e(lu(rsilcil lrv

,,\Lrtirority rvithin refl (10) r.la.ys of .such requcst. 'lhe ini'onrLation shall bc pLovidcd iit thc [ot'itL rr:-'

fur,rat r"qu..red, it if is ieatiiiy prodLiciblc in sttch fcuu <-lr f'or'niit, or itl .srlntLltilil'.;( lh"

jn4ivicluai i.,r, ,g,,"c,J i6 atl.var.rce 1.0 acccpt thr: inf'orrrratiott in sl.trnntaLl'{iiirit- :\ tt:asottabl':, ;iisl-

l:asccl fcr: ior ci:pyirrg ITJTI r:ray bc clraLgetl, Author;Ly s|.rll iieteLrnirtc t'i'hctttc:t 3 1[i:;1i;11 i'l

apprr:p;:iare or air exccptior.r a.1,1,lies, ASSOCIA'lI; shall rrrrtify r\utlioLit,v rvitirirL {ltcr t.i) i{'i;-s i;i'

receipi o{ n,,y ,,aq,.,arf l9t':Llcr:l; r-rL anrr:t)drnr,:lrt hy i;tr irrriivititrll. i\rttlrrlriq':;lr;tll il':Lcrtrrirti:

wirctiicr to gr:urt ,r, clcly ary iLcccsr ,;r' iLttcn,lttt,-ttl Iciltlesldll lry th,: irltlivicltrai. hliSO(ll'\'i l";

shnll havc n-1"ut"'u' i't 1ii'r't: [bt tr:r1rtc'its [ol i'lrI]citcl:ncill$ illl(l ii'rl'allporclir4i sttch tt:rlttcsls [o tlit'

I)esigratcd l{ecord Scl, as tccl.loslcd lr.v ;\r'itliorjly'

(

t



fi i,Iq.$rr.ulj[11go.t-|)-issl0$tt.-qs.;\SS()(]lA.|'EsltnllrrtakcuvuilrrltlctrlAttllurityittttll;xtttrc
Io lr i.c(]ue]-[ {i.gnr rn inrliviclrrll, irriiurrr"ilic,n rcrltrirr:tl fot' Rtt acgQrtttlirrg ol tlist:lrrsrrres oi' Itl ll

r'itli r.t:.s'cc.:. 6 tlc i,<liviriu:rl, rri accorclrlr,,c rvilh {5 Clilt $164'528, 0s it mny bc rttltcntlcrl li'ortt

ii.tc t.,.ii.,rc. irrttor.l,.c,r.rrtrirg ,:xc:1ttio1s io,iLrch lccorrnting iiasigrrntc.l ttndtr thc r'cgtrlntion. Such

act:orr.1ir:1i is linritcrl t.4isci.srrrcs [l11t rveLc nrnde iu tiic sixlC) years prio| to lhc n:qtrcst nrrrl

shlll nor inolrrrlc nu1, tlisc,lqsLtre:' tliilt l.vdrc ,rrudc pliirt' to rhc cortrpliancc date Cf thC l'rivncy

SraDdards, ASSOCITVI'l slu.l: provitlc srrr:h irthtnrtlion ttcccrsary to ptuvidc *n nccotrn{ing

rviririlt ihiiL), (.1[)) clays ;.rl;\utlr.r'iiy"s lcqtlest. Srtclt rrccotrtrtilui must bc provitlcd withottt c(lst to

rhc irrciivirlrr,rl or' io Arrtholity il ii is rlrr: {lls( accolnting rcqrrcsterl by an,individtlnl witlrin rrny

lrvoli,c (12) urollitr per.ioil; horvcver., a rcasouablg, cost"bssed fee rnay bc chnLged lbt strbse<1trt:tr!

irccOuntitlgs if ASSO(]iA'fij irtl'trrnts Authority and Au(hority informs the individrral in advattcc

of rhc fcc, an(l rhc inr{ividual is aftorcled an oppodrmity to withdrnw or modis tho rcqur;'rt' such

accourrting oblignriorrs shall sttrviye telmination of this Agrccmsnt al<l shrll continuc as long as

r\SSOCIATE niaintains I'l ll,

(i Witlx|awal of Arrth.prization. Il rhe use or disclosulc of I't-ll irr tlris {grcrrtrcttt is

bascri upo' u,r in,li,ri,luu-i..i$Ilfilitlto.izatiorr tb. the usc of his ol hc' Pl1l' a''d: (i) thc

indivichral re,rokcs s,,clt sufhorizotion in writing, (ii) tho eft'ecrive rlate of sLrcli authorization has

cxpircrl, or' (iii) t,hc consent or 
^rlthorization 

iJ Acfective in an1' tnattttei' that Lendsr's ii irrvalid'

lriso<irrL'ri ggtees, if it 6as rrotice of such te vocaliort .rr invalidity, ro (;cASc thc usc :rntl

riisr:iosurc of any srich indiviiLral's Plll cxcept to (hc oxiellt it has Lelicd ott sLrt;lt tlsc r'rl'

disc.lo.sLrrc, or u,ltetc an cxccption tttttir:t tlte Privacy Standar:ds cx1;r:ssly applies

l. lleqor<j.q and Audit. ;\ssoclA'tE shall rnake available to lhe scctetsry cl the lJ's'

f"pu.,*iilTl H.rt,l, ,ii}uman Scrviccs (lhc "secrctery") or ils tgenls, its itrlcrnal prnctice':^.

buol.r, ,.n,1 tecotds rcliitirrg to lhc uss nnd tliSClO3urs Of ltHI rcCgivsd frOln, Crottcd, or rccgive(l

rrl, ,fiSOCln'l'l:l ,rrr bchali ,rf r\Lrthori:y ibr th: ptrrpo$c of dctcrmining Arrtho|ity's contPliattcc

rulitl.r tl.r- l)r-ivacy StanclaLds ol atry othcr l:enlth ovcrsight agency, in a Linrc attd tnanncL

dcsignatcri by thc SecIetaLy, ilrxccpt to tlrc extent pL'oiribitccl bv Iar..,'. ASSt-lclr\l'F' agrccs iL)

notiiy Arirhoriry iminerlia(eiy Lrporr [e<;t:ipt by Aij.soclAll] o['any nttd ali |ctiucsts hy ot t-'tt

bchail oiany u,id ull g,,u.r,,rircrrr aLrLholjLi0s scrvL,rl u1.xrn z\SSO(JIA'l'1; tbr t']:il'

li, (lonfidentialitY.

I

g.l ASSOCIATl:i s[a;l talre arry si.cps lcasouably r'eqLritecl io: (i) plotcct l'lll iiotrt

r.rnaulhc.rr-ireci uscs clI clisclostttcs, atlti (ii) rrrainllirr thc confrdtrntialiLy 4nd inti:gLiry oi t'lll'

g.:r. 'l'hc partics shail cornPly rvith all fede|al ancl statc lrtr,r's govctrtittg tllc

cortficlcnriality arrd pr.iv3cy r,Jl hcalth infblrriatiori tltlt ric irpplic'ab[* to tltcttt, rOsi]tj0Li\jt)ly,

irrclrrdirrg, rvithoirt lirtitation, l.JlPAA arrd Lhc |egLrlirtiotrs prolllu[,1]ated tltet'r:uirrlct, :rntl i\l{l(;\
arrd thr: rcgLrlations llLotttirlgtlc:rl tlteici;nrlcL'

9. J slut-sld -Isrtlittslist:.
.).1 .l'lris 

Aglr-ccrtrcrrt slrull crlr)tnrclrc{r orr rhc Lil'cctive i)ali: alirl r;!illl li'tltettt irr ':ti' ri

rr.;iil 1r:rrnirr:rr.r;rl irt :irtc,;r.ri:'1icc witlt il1(: l(lr'Lrs of'thii Sr:::tirtrt 9, ptovirlt;rl, lii't',tct',:i. 'iiiri liil"

l!,rilririrrt.ii):r sir:Lli rtol riic'-:t ilrc i'fii)()ulivii r'llii!l:rlii;:l'l i-rl ti;1i't'; oi'l1ie l'ttrti;'; :t'i:'i;t:' rli''':r' Li i'

.,\tri.)f...d't itii{rf l() tltr, r,l'{i;cti1c rillt,. r-'l l(r,t,ir,ilir!r ali ill'ri'ltii.l-t sii,lll rli)ir'ri,rlr": i I .'1"-'ri'!, 'rt ':

,.1j111 .l1cl1 lu rirr;.



I -\;liltl:llir' :rlilrii l" ii;' 'i;l'r i. i'-lr''iiril J 1l'i-: ;\1:1"' "1' ltl :i' i i "
ii,ir,r' iiitj,i:lr' tr;'llirl ll)ril'i L']'\\Slli"l'\ I'i'

:.'..i r\trth,;t it.\', itl i1: r;olt: .iiscrotioit ritilv itlilllc(liillc!'r lr'llrlirrilit il'i'' i\)lr':''tr" ri ;r 'i

),r:tlt ;iir!r.: rii) {i.1llar oltlig,ti.irs rrt r\sSoCli\ ilt lir.r.i:Ltrtrlc' ii :irr;l ci' iiri iirllr,'iltrlr !rvr irrr\ :' ''ll

i;ar t' :l::,.tti i"{ .';rri t:i ,:i:t.iitr:'ltrrl'

r:t)VC-;litill. rt,

alir;r'rviit,.,;:r

o

ir) ASSr-)(.1/\ i l: sirrili ir.l 1o ot)sci'vo ur pcrfbilll i'li rrrirL''lr ijrl

ohligeii,.)ll it-'tttairlcJ :'; tlris Agrecltl(llll lbl lcrr {; {)) '1rr}'';

t;\)1.Icc iLlcfc(r{ lia: llccn givt:.i Lii ,,\sS()(-]iA,il1 jli, l.,i IhrlLii.r: t;l

iir) r\ viriie.',iO| bv ,rSSO0lAIl.i of nrly provisi0il irr' lhi: I'livl:;' tilr;11;-r1ri' 11r

applic:rlllcicrluiirlor:;tntcprivucylawt'elalllir,'1o(heU!]|i.iltir;Li':l;i
A'5 SOCI:\'l lj irrrdcr riris i\ gt <rr:trt ct ti'

}'4'1.':lllrinaiioiltllilrisz\gLecltteLl..[br.eitlter.oi.litetv",cl.eas,]r]s.il1iill-i|tirr
Sttbsr:ciicrn 9.3 abovl: shlll tle "uu" Jo' AtltltoLiry to !nrlcdigtely lcrlniilrllD lirt t;aust; attlr

iJusir:css i\:1,rngcr)1ert1 
"pr,*,rrnt 

frl wlticit ASSOtIIA'l'F' irj elltitlc(i [o i'cccivi: l'ilI llc'tt

i\rrihlrr;t)'.

',j 
l:1]tc evcrrl l.llal eitilc:'|rar.tll iias (nowi3iiljc oi a trtai'i::,iai ];.-i.tii: t.i.t}lis

i\!r:ro'rcir1 iry tirc other I)a11!, ar:d cure is no1 po'ssif'1"',:]tt^,::ll:L'tcitcltinri i)i-;::'' slr;rll

in;;':rr:ilia-:li' t('ri'-Liliii:i: rl',i's Al'tttntnr' When nelthel cLllo tll'r ieijllilialiill'' is ila;ihIl' tirc noi!-

iric;:rclrr:rf P:ir 1 sh:rll te1;orl lhe i'iolatiol to llie Scc.i"cin;).''

)r,[,;:onth,:I('lltIili;]loncf-iiillrrsir'ur'r'7\11r"og11r11rr1:l:lr'li)':tl'rrlr)iJi:llrrlllt'
lhis r\,4rculni:rtt ir;i llir;vidirrg r'vr'itle""' r'llice lo Lli; trllttr I'ai'r7'

)'^,. Lillclir tell,lillatirrn of ii'lis r\gr.eetn:n{ lbr lrry l,casorl, ASS()r'.I;\.1 l] :il,':es iiLl'tet t,l

t0i,-'.11 ru ,,\.rrllrr.rril.y oi to iiesLrr:y.' a;l ItHl icc<:ivcci ictrl Arlti'.t ity oL r-tiitcr'"r':si: illlulrq'' rl {'

,*rlnr*u,,.a oi.-.sl,vicu.- fbl rluthoriry, that i.s irr lhc posscssion o{'cor1tl'rrl oi i\ssoclAllr o| i::'

;;;;;; fu if c(,srroyc,d, p,r:vide wr'ltterr ,,eiLiiortion of sams) 1r rhc cas': ol Pll[ rvhich is r*rt

ii,,ri'-rr.'io ',r'ct!r..r ,ri ,l.rir.,y," r\liS()CIAI'1r slrall cxterrd the protcctir:;rs L'f this Agrcc.rorrt ['r

lrrc!r .,111 lllld linlil {iLrthtl 
",,;es 

artrJ ilisc!lsrlrus ol'slicil l)l{l itr ihrr-sc lilrrllt)so:r l}l:j'L lillliic ihi)

r'ILll]l (,f ricsi:.or;titltt int;;esibic, Ior'sir lorlg ai ASS()t-li\.1.}l lr,iiit.riair,s S.1cl1 l)r]i' :\SSt)(]1,{.,i lr

iuritt"'' ,,*,,,., ''o t;Oi;ri:l)' '-viti: Llthcr a1:p1ir'a1)lc sili'ij ili l':rli:ia1 law' \vhicll rlr:r'y lcrl:lii't a sIi:lliic

ia,.i,r,i ai:r;Lcriiolr, Lctia,:Lio,-,, oi olltcr' :.{ritltltctil t;f:iLtt:lr l:'llr' 'l'his p;rr'i:li''ltl r-ititll -*itr"'ii'r'

Lclir,it'aririr' li ',lrii AtjiccrltcnL r-ut h:li le:is')ll

l0 .ils,JrU!?r$SJdltr-tsg!-gbg-&tdg1, [n 1lit; 
'vcrrt 

lhnl ;\SS()('"1'r\ l'f is un;ai1';tl io |trthirri

arL r;r:tir.iy iri.u,*.lir,,l1h *u ii.nurr",i L'orrllrlt' lt:; dclirti:ti ill l6 (lFl( is68i'l (as:'trplir:"i'' u

io 4LrthoLiLt 21; i1 "g1-.lliiir:i";rrril ilrl:ir"l:,'e ll ASSt){'iAI'li :r:l a "sclvicc lrirl'iirl':i" !il()\'i(i:!l! ilii\'

servicc ;-u.,\.rrllirrlily) A:;so()rA^rli agrc.r.r it): (i) lirlly rl'-lopt ariri cottrpl"\'"itli lil(' llr:il lriirr;iirri';r:

i j(; (--{rii. s6g i.i) c.1.1.9ii1../ irr cl.tcr ii'-'<l irs ,,l.- bc plit;'r'iLLlgiilcLl iri lltc l,lttrr..:: (ri) :rlrt1'rl rr Iir'rl

i,l;-t;;1-rir.rgr.arr-, (ii 1:uitgrr, l;r'lcliee,,rr S1;,:r.:lii; rrt:Liviiy iili:l itrtlicatc:; Llrl po:':'iiilr ':riiilr)'ti.' ''r

, f ,,,t,,., il,r:ti) tl,nt is clrnlilra,:1 wiiit ltii:ral rlgLtia'ricit'-r :rs i)lorir:11:',;llti(l iit l. (-lrl( 
'\(iHl 

l' : 't'l

itilji',ii:,;llrt.clll:,,,t;',,,,i:i;:i.;r'rlptiltlts:::llsi{)(:li}illo'liillitt'l"l'vrii-'l;rrrliljri:r1i:r.''';r':r'r'
i.;,i, ,nr,.i,;,;iii,,,tl tliii crll{lll('ir;<j iti ai:i'.'l(liti'cc 'ritlt':l:e l''c''i !tl;t'l i{r'lr'i : ':l its li-'l ! i"' r'11' 1 ''r'

.,jr.,ii.:, \'i:ll.il lr:tril,i''rrr 't's"irt '":::i:lrit'il 'rl rr'r' 'riii I i '"r" ''

L;;.'.{)-i..ljl. ;iiliir;i.., :il;rl i.;,ri,,rl,r,.:r,1.,i:Ittc.i a,il-t,lci- iir\]!rilll.:rrLl il;i;lr1.f i;i rr r' rlt' "

J, irr.;1r., :,,,y i'1,:'l I l.,r'lt,' ':'' ;''i"'' ri" i'..'llr- lltr'; ' 1'llii'- '\;:iL:t:':lL:rri i' :'rrIr'' r':r 
" 

l"'

a



I i.i:rr' ,rt \iliilril il\'. i1r)(l lillii.lli: ;\ll)' ijrl lllt:l' \i(:i1': :i:; 111;'i' (tt' rlrri ( 11:i:rl / ;rr lrl -: i rr I '

i,li'Lllit' iii,'ll.

t i. l.ttl!::turificiiliiur, 
^tis(X;l^,1'1"; 

slrall irrilerrlrrif y, rIclclttl, il]l(l ll(ll{l Ar.lIirrriiy, il:, .,{lir,i.

llirr.r{t6fii, t)uplo}$cs, agcrrts, $lcccssor,l alxl llstiigllli lt,lrtnluss, lL!trt arlii illliirlr'"1 ;iliy arrri ;'l}

io-.s<.-s, rrlairrrs, arti(lrls!,r,ri.,i*utr, li*lrilirics,,hnr,,!cs, cosls, arxl cxl)ctlsm (ir:r:irrriirr;i (:!r"l'' rri

f -rrlgntctrts, ;;Ctllcmc.tl{s, eourt (:Osls ntxl roasr:nnhk:iittorncys' lbc's, arisirtg ilLrtrt or rclnl'crl kr; li'

tl-io usf, rl.. (lisclosilrc of'lrl.l{ in vioLatirtrr oi- llrc lctrns ol'Liti:; Aglcctllctrt trt al;ltlicirblc: iri''i; iiij
l-,i,y llx:;ti:it of l.jusccur:ctl flll cariserl lly ihc r:c{s ot oLilissjt;nS 0f AS'50(-ljA"ll'; irircl (iii) ili
Iailurc ol. ASSOCIA'l'fi OL auy ol its crlployc6s, subcglltl'aqfcrs, or agettls to lltidc hy unrl

i)omply with ths Privary n,itn, *ra rh. Sccgihy Rtrles Atrthority shnlJ ltnvc tlrt; dghq iit it:i
expcn$cr to participqtc in thc cisferrsq cif any .loi* o, actign fur wtlich ASS{xjlNl'li rrrrtst

i ndcuurify Autirolitl'.

12. Iio warrrarrlv. IliI IS PI{OVIDID'lo ASSOC]A',11: sol.lllY ON AIVAii ls'
IlASl, . 1tIJ'll{01u'fY DISCLAIi\4S ALi. olL{l:l( wAiLRr\Nl'lFS' F)Xi)ltESS ()lt l}'/i'l',ll-ll)'

]NCt,t]l)lNG' l]IJ.i' NOT L,IIiIII.E]) 'lC, }IvIPl-]TiI].. 
^ ,'WAltR^NTI]:iS 

i.)];

lr4ilt(li T r\.r-'l'A Bl T'IT Y, AND F IT'hlES S FOR A PAiti ICULAR PIJ RPO SE'

13. Incligible Pergons. AssocIAlE lcpl.csents anti' r,1aL13ti|s t<l ;\uthor-iiy tlrai

r\SSOCIATE: (i) is notffitly exclucled, clcbaLied, or othor\'vise ilt]igilit to part'icipzrtc in anl'

f'ccicr.n.l hcalth cilre prograln as iefined in 42 U.S,C, Secfion 1320:r-7b(t.f ("thc Fcde|al IlcaLllica|c

J)r.irgra:i:s"); (ii) hus noi beon couvictcr] ol a crinr[lal ojitnse leiatcc] to tlte pr'ovisiorr crl healilr

cari: itcirs or sct'riccs at.iC .ot yct been excltrdccl' dtlbalrccl, or otilenvisc cli:r:lrlcd ini:ligiilii: t;>

Fe.rticipatc in thc lredcral I-IcalthcaLe 1)r'ogarus, n'iA (iii) is nol under itlve-ctigatiolt ot rlti-rr'Lr*ise

aw$rc of xry .ir.cumstances whicl rr,ay lJsuir ir ASSO(llATli being r:xoludcd tiom participaii'oir

in the Fed:ral llealthcare progr.arils. 'l'his sliall 'ue lrr ougoi,:11 rcplesentaLi()Ir irlr(l \velrltniy

,iurlr,;a tl," tei:nr of tt.li, ,fgr..^;nt, anc.l ASSOCLA1'Il shatl inrmediately notiD' ArrthoLiti' oi a*'7

char.r;it: jn the StatLts of t[E ,.p."r"rrtations a-ncl tvar-rattl'y Sct iorttl in llLis Scuiion' 'Ut-r' 
i;rr:ash of'

tiris iection slall give AlrthcLitytir: right to tet:n.inale ttr-rs i\grccrntrnt irrLlrr':dlaici;l fbt-r:rLr'sc'

14. Miscellarlcols.

I4. t Noliccs, All notices, toqLtcsts, ,.lcmaurls irritl oLltcL' ttrtlltrittnicaiit)ir:j reqtli]c(l ol

nclniiircd ro bc givcrL 'r r)ra(l$ lln(l{jii tllis AgLocrnent shall bc in writing, sball bc clfectivc trptln

l;;;j;;";, ;,;;riprerl dcJiv4ry, atici slrall be settt by: (i) pr:rsnrtrrl d*livcrv; (ii) c*rtitictl or

regiricrea Unitcd Ststcs ntaii rerrrLrt ltccipt t'cqucstcd; or (iii) .oventiglrt 
dclivcry $crvicc witti

orio] of de$very. trbticc.s sirall irc seut to tlic atklrcsses hel0\,v. NcithcL ltnrly sitall Lt:llsc

clelivcry ol' arry trolicc hctcrrrtdcr'

@

iiro A'"rtliolity fulr'. l{ot;oiL ( i'. I ostr:r: (''hi.: I

Jnlixrua1itrtr Oil rt:t;r SotLi ll
(icolilia Mi:tllt:irl (.ltliltrrl | (.)

l\ox l'l')'l
Valrlirsta. (iA I I 6LtI )"1') /

o



I ,r! ii.'.tlt tcLi ',\'r''lllll';'iJrt'liir' i lt- 'i' '':r

i'iir l{li."i'r ili;1rr'li ."\r;:''tl l' li':l'i ':rr;' i 
" 

l':'

i'.r). ilri,'.i iS,l

\,';!lrri;:;tr!. (icoir,i:r 'l 
iL'11 i

.\ i' r-:t i!riri, : I r.'.r:rlil i i'.'c I ) i "-rl':i 
: t'

(

14..1 \vniYcr, No pro1lisi.r,r 0f this Agr0clnsill oI luy hlcach thcrcoI shnll irc rlc$r 
":'i

\{'riivc(l utll(:s:. .\tlch \,viri\'0t is i,t ru'itilg alcl sifrrctl by ilrc l'nlty cltrirttcll to lrlvc r/ilivc(l '1 :"';

in.ovisionor'r)lr)aclt.Norv,rivcrol';r brcichshaliconsritrusilwtlivclrtforcxcllsclllly(iil'fcI'rlll 
.'r

s,. :h ji'.:tli rl..i iii lrlL.: ji.

14.3 Assignmctrt. Neirhcr I'atly rnay sssign,.(whcthet .by op$Tati?'] !f law or

ot.hcnr4sc) any of its rigirfs or dclcgate or srriroorrtract any of ius obligations rlndcr tl:i$ Alfcetttcttt

witiroul thc priar ,^ritten co,rsctll;i dlc ofhcr Pruty, Nnt*ltt1'ttonAing thc folegiling' Au(lrolity

shall have rhc rig6t tt 
"ttie;i 

ii; iiglits rilC obligations horcrutclsr lo any erltity that is nrt affi[iat<:

{)t :'.1(.:cc,lirjor rrl r\riihiriiii, itil.rouf the pLiol atll'-'r-ri'ai o{'.i\SSt'r('L\'L ir'

L,+.1 -\r'c'abiiity, u\ny pr.r.rvisi,r:,. of r:r:s Agreelrisnt that i-i tt.:iemincd to bc iIvaiii] tl'

iiri:;r_iirrc,::,1..it: lvill be j'ei.,t:ctivc io the sri.:,1 ,.,f srich dcl.erurt'air,:,n with*rit 'irtvrlitiiriittir, t5i:

r.ilt,;r1r'rnrr llr'9vlsior,:; ,,f Ll,is Agr:ctrtetil ':l a|iecfing Li:" r'aliciii'' il't cirlir"r':irbiliLl'Oi r"uell

r'"r.;l :. i :r i iLg pt'i:r'j sir,ltl s

!r.i..:i ,{nrc'drtrc*1. 'l'lris AgL:-eir'.:li r-1'::iy it,: il-irl'ii-lc,i (l: .r:::!:lt{led .':l'.' irv;' '*t'iii'''i

ir.-!.: -;::rrUt:L sig,ed hy the laltiCs hcLcfO. ji:n7 lri'litc rcl'litliiiir:rt:l 1:'iil'il:ltlRtctl irri'i''i LIiii'\.'" <rl

i., l{1.:r.t lr;,.; ait:CrltlCti cl inioilt;'C1.ccl iLL a ttrailt',cl !ilii'; iJllt:cis ihis ''\:rectti::iti iit(;t'l:ils'l:itl

il()i-J\?iLlt, ir..: lal:ic: sliail ailinti tiriS Ag|etnre!'ii ii) 'i)c c:\'icii: llfcci:'iir'\j -r ^r llll''1" 'l'il'-' s-';1'r

-i1r, ,,. . rll-'rl .rllrj:irj'-rl"l:or-s

I 4 ai !lntir.e LarB;.cgrilcnl. l his Ag|et;:trcnl a:tti ille iliriilLt:15 .'\ ''i,lirq:-;;l:L;itli'l crrristtltiic

ill., i;1,;t,',lctc it2r'eerncni ileltue.-n ASS(l(-11,'\'li-::rrt 'rri-lilic:ril'i'leiliirll; lf iil0 lli'l':iliS 5lCrriiit:ii ::

t{ris Agrceircrr[, artd supcrscrli,s Ill piior l'eliLU,scntfltiollllot aglton'lcltts, rvhcrhcrortll or writlcrl

with rcSprr.,t io r.r:,;:r; rnatter$. In llic cvetr{ oi'arty c0lll'licl belrvecn thc lclln$ ol tiris AgrcCmcnl

:ri.C :he 1gi-ilii rtl iirc 3rt:;l:;::l;s Atla:'gcttrc;,ls ()r Bny stlch iatcf agfccrlrcnt(S)' lho tctrlts 
1f 

tils

ngr"an,";i"*fiall controt unlcs$ lhc l$rnts of sltclr ljiisirLess ;\tl.'ti:rt-ttri:ltis rr'rt rrroLC si'r;t i", r:

,"ip* * pill an<i conrply with rhe privncy stanrlrrr,ls;lr1(l/{r'srrr;uiir'; flrnrirr.i'r, '.,, i,rr l'::'1,'-':'

sUCCiliflrlly OtherWise *grt* in writing, Nu tlrtll-:rrt:..lr:'rl'i " 11' :"1i11' 'ri 'r"'; "' lt ''"i q':r' '

;ffi;;;i;;;iri*rii- biq4ilgon cirlcrl'ntii' 'r"' ":r'ir'' ' 1 1'r'1 iti't r) ';i1,''; 'i'i'1 . i:' r''\

t'arrsrrction is tn bc i,npiiJftnnt tit* cxo.",tion o'ilclii.l1 '7 1;i llris '\g-:'i'r:ttti''L 'l:li \:'r'r;:ttrrr't :':

li;i i}rr, llt,tl,,iit ci' alrd ,.,t,''ltl u. birrtli;rg Itirtlr: Il:i: i:'lit..il-.. tli.;;l.ait. illies ZiItti :irjr.'t.i.\. .:l 't.\.!{t1|\

ard l)crmittr(i assiii.s xo ri',;,.,i ltarr! sirall irc i;r,rrsirtercd L thitdl;'-,t1y iretrctk'ir"' 1i;';i1" "lrr:-

,ig,'".,,,"ot, ',t"'sht''li 
tiri! Lhirti tlrrrly ltltvc arty ti;itt: i:\ :r tfistlli t'i'tltis ''rgtgr:tttt:nl'

tf i Crllt'iitilrg i''e"v' f jli:'i 'r\iritrolltir!'t -{iieil irrl p't:lrlr:il i"' r!(r rri:'ji i'lr""r ''

:t,.i.rr1{i,.rr\ri: virir iltC Ii.t,l,] r,t lllL SiilL!: iti ,rl;'l'll :\iiilll;ii'-r''-: ]C;'-:ir:ti' i.it:''r'i;ri'-l i"; ""'il'''t 
''

in"ua ,,,,ru,ri..ltr:' lrrri:iiictir-li; llitii \/lllir'ti: iil:' ''i" ll;ttl -- t' l-'t' rl i" lltir' '\1 ;:r':rj :ri " r l'

r:ircltr',l.,.lilrcsL',',';,1: ,l:r' st;tici'ilii l'rfl':''it] ''illl';r; 
l:rlili: ':'r::")':L"ir:t'ii''\r l-r'l il"'i'; t.''':rl'l

I I'tiir;i:ti:l| lli:ii-i ,r r;('l)i i''" i l' tt]rrl' i'r' rr'r"r 'irl't "i 
i'''rr '

,',,,i,',1l1,ii,i;rl',1:r''',:!rl)' iJlj i'r ''irll':' rrti "l ;il:r 
" 

r: 't"t i ..

,, ,i,'-;r.',r;lil):-'.' i';rj r ll i;-iljJ:'"iir' : i' I" 'l I' '



I .\rrrlr,liir .slr;rll lravtr tlit: ri;r1:t ro l!|J1, 1{t il.(;{}tll'f {il ()(llllnctclrl..lrrlir;rlit;tir'rr 1'rt :;l'r- rl ''
ircr r()r.rr,ir1c(j arr,i,/or .t,-, 1Lr1:r Lcslur,',irig;rrrrl r.rtjoirtirrg ilriy sltt:ll llrrilrr;r' cli:*:losttr'': ;"' litc::t;i ; "'l
ii,r'srrch rriircr. i-cliirj'its 1\rrllr()fity sirall rlccrtt {q)l}t'optiit|.c, Such riglrt ol'Atttlror il.y t:' l" l'<' irr

;lik!i{irr,i Io tlri-r lr:nrcrlics oll,:rr:wiiiu ;i\,i\ilitl]lc tn Arrtliority at [arv ot: irt 0qrtily' /rSS(l(;lA ll'
(:xlr! rsiilv *,rivt:s llrc clclcnsc that n icnrctly iir tlittttlrgcs rniili lrr: itrlccltratc {rntl lirrlilt;t 1-;1iygr; 'rrtr'r

:'crluir'(:,n!'.r.,r irr an ac{.irur h1'sp,rr:ilrc irelfouuaucc or illiLrrrution hr tlx: postjilg ril rr hrrtril lll
r\uLl',0i'it),.

14.9 Nnture ol AgL.c:rrrent. Notirirrg in iiis Agrccnrent shall be cottsIrilecl to crcittu

(i) a parllcrshin, joint 'rcntruc ol oihcr loirrl buJiness rtlatiunship bctwccr. tire I'llltii:s ol any o1'

thciL affiiiatt,..',u 1ii; a rellliorrshilt of elrpi,,,v.r'anil ent1:loyt:e beLlvccn thc l'ilrtics This

Aglircrlcnt does 1pl cxprcss o; irnpiy *y .unltniltenl l0 l)urchasc ol sell gcrod-'or servicos

l,l.i0 CountelpaL.ts.'Llr-is z\gLeemetrt rnay be e.xecutcd ilr one ot'titttLc ctttirttctp;r;'[';,

cach r:.f, rvlich shall be 4eernsd an nrig"irul, br( all ;f wl:ich tngelhcr shall constitrtlc otrc and tlrr

san:c riocusl{:nl, lu i1]akittg proof oiilris Agrccntent, it shail not be nece'ssary lo plocluce or

{rccollt lbl more 16*1 otrc su6h coultolpart c;eouted by the Prrrty agaitrst wltoltr ettforcclilent of

tiris -i:\gl ce mt'.rLt is sought.

ni Wn-l',lLSS \\rHERIlOll. the Parties havc executed this Agreemelit as oi thr Jiilbcti'ro lJate'

{

AUl'IIORITY

iThe il-rspital ALrtholitY of
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

CERTIFICATE OF' COMPLIANCE .j:' ,: - - :': :

Re:

To: Director Jay Neal, Criminal Justic Coordinating Council

The Honorable Clayton A. Tomlinson, Chief Judge Alapaha Judicial Circuit

From: Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

SART Committee Certificate of Compliance

Date: September 30,2025

The undersigned as Chairman of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol

Committee hereby certifies that it has met at least once during the2025 calendar year for the

purpose of both drafting and adopting the Protocol, as well as, evaluating the effectiveness of the

Protocol and appropriately modifying and updating the same, per the mandate under O.C.G.A. $

ts-24-2(9.

This Certificate of Compliance is being submitted to the Criminal Justice Coordinating

Council (CJCC) before December 31,2025, and is in Compliance with O.C.G.A. $ 15-24-2G)

Respectfully submitted this 30th day of September, 2025.

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill
Chairman, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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