
2025.2026 ALAPAHA JT]DICIAL CIRCUIT
SEXUAL ASSAULT PROTOCOL

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF BERRIEN COUS\fI
SrArE oF GEORGIA 3"${o c*\Ctr

7P

ORDER

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Georgia enacted O.C.G.A. 15-24-2 requiring

the establishment of a Sexual Assault Protocol; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned estabiished a Sexual Assault Protocol committee pursuant

to O.C.G.A. 15-24-2; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has approved the attached Protocol as the protocol

for cases of sexual assault in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, this document is accepted by the

Court as the protocol to be used in responding to, investigating, and prosecuting cases arising

from an alleged sexual assault and shall be spread upon the minutes and filed with the Clerk of

the Superior Court of Berrien County.

/
SO ORDERED, this the day of auLL* ,2025.

fr,1-^r-ffi*
Hondrable Clayton A. Tomlinson
Chief Judge, Benien County Superior Court
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Order prepared by:
Chase L. Studstill
District Attorney
Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

(-!
rrlxALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE L
m

This Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protoco irl r')
a

stress created for the sexual assault victim by the legal and investigatory process. A failure by an

agency to follow the protocol shall not constitute an affirmative or other defense to prosecution

of a sexual assault, preclude the admissibility of evidence, nor shall a failure by an agency to

follow the protocol give rise to a civil cause of action.

r Purnose ofProtocol

The protocol is intended to:

o Faciiitate the provision of consistent, comprehensive, sensitive, and non- judgmental

treatment of victims of sexual assault as they progress through the medical, law enforcement,

advocacy, and legal system.

o Standar dize the collection of evidence in order to aid in the medical treatment of victims and

prosecution of cases; and,

o Develop a coordinated effort among health providers, law enforcement personnel,

prosecutors, and victim advocates ensuring that victims receive efficient and comprehensive

medical care, evidentiary examination, emotional support, and referral information.

. Ilsi&lqsql
This Protocol will be utilized by the following agencies: Adel Police Department, .LlapahaPolice

Department, Atkinson County Health Department, Atkinson County Sheriff s Office, Berrien

County Health Department, Benien County Sheriff s Offtce, Berrien County 911 Center, Clinch

County Health Departmeqt, Clinch County Sheriff s Office, Clinch Memorial Hospital, Cook

County Health Department, Cook County Sheriff s Offtce, Cook County 911 Center, Enigma

Police Department, The Haven Rape Crisis Center, Homerville Police Department, Lakeland

Police Department, Lanier County Health Department, Lanier County Sheriff s Office, Lenox

Police Department, Nashville Police Department, Office of the District Attomey for the Alapaha

Judicial Circuit, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners and their supervising physician(s), Pearson

Police Department, Ray City Police Department, South Georgia Medical Center, Sparks Police

Department, Tri-County 911 Center, Willacoochee Police Department'
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.@
Some members of the Sexual Assault Response Team shall meet quarterly at the Alapaha Circuit

District Attorney's Office or other designated place to review current sexual assault

investigations relative to the implementation and utility of the sexual assault protocol. Any team

member involved in the investigation shall be invited to attend. The mission of the Sexual

Assault Response Team shall conduct full reviews of sexual abuse, exploitation, andlor neglect

allegations and to develop effective and efficient responses. All members of the Sexual Assault

Response Team agree that all information discussed and/or obtained in these case review

meetings will remain confidential except as authorized or as required for the purposes of a

criminal investigation and/or prosecution as otherwise required by law.

The sexual assault protocol committee shall meet annually to evaluate the effectiveness of the

protocol and to recommend measures to improve compliance. (O.C.G.A. S 15-24-2). Members of

the Committee wanting to recommend improvements are encouraged to do so in writing with

fellow members in order to effectively communicate annual compliance. Attendance may be

achieved electronically at the request of a member.

DEFINITION OF SEXUAL ASSAULT

Sexual assault is defined as sexual contact or intimacy initiated by one or more persons against

another without their consent. This includes instances where victims are unable to give consent

due to age or mental or physical incapacity. Sexual assault does not discriminate among race,

sex, sexual orientation, socio economic class or age. Persons may be sexually assaulted by

strangers, acquaintances, or members of their family.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-70(3), "Sexual assault" means rape, sodomy, aggtavated sodomy,

statutory rape, child molestation , aggravated child molestation, sexual assault against a person in

custody, sexual assault against a person detained in a hospital or other institution, sexual assault

by a practitioner of psychotherapy against a patient, incest, bestiality, sexual battery, and

aggravated sexual battery.
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PROCESS OF CASE MANAGEMENT

Sensitivitv to the Needs of Victims

Ensuring that sexual assault victims wiil be treated with sensitivity and compassion requires that

victim services, law enforcement, medical, and prosecutorial personnel be aware of the special

needs of these victims.

Victims of violent crimes, not only must cope with the physical trauma perpetrated against them

but they must also deal with the emotional and psychological repercussions of the crime. The

emotional and psychological repercussions of a sexual assault can be devastating. The

humiliation and degradation victims may feel often are compounded by feelings of guilt. Often

society perpetuates the myth that sexual assault victims somehow are responsible for the crime

committed against them or that they must act in a certain manner following the assault. For this

reason, victims of sexual assault often are reluctant to report the crime, and therefore, must

receive immediate support from agency personnel if they choose to report.

While victims of sexual assault may feel guilty, frightened, ashamed, dirty, angry,

anxious, embanassed, or any number of other emotions, it is important to remember that there is

no "typical" way for victims to feel, react, or look after a sexual assault. Some victims may

appear to be calm while others may look visibly upset or enraged.

Victim confidentiality should be strictly protected. Professional staff should make direct

inquiries of the victim regarding how to address the disclosure of confidential infonnation.

Assumptions should not be made conceming whether it is appropriate to disclose information to

family, friends, employers, and/or educational providers about the assault or the victim's sexual

preference.
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In most cases, the victim usually makes the first report of a sexual assault to a dispatch or

emergency communications center (911). Dispatch or communications center staffers are critical

in aiding the victim to regain control and composure after an assault.

If the victim is the caller, the dispatcher should:

. Obtain the victim's name and location immediately.

o Determine if the victim is cunently safe and whether or not the victim needs immediate

medical attention.

o Dispatch the appropriate law enforcement units, and, if necessary, emergency medical help.

r Assure the victim that help is coming, and instruct the victim not to eat, drink, bathe,

urinate, or douche.

. Ask victim if they are still wearing the same clothing they were wearing during the

assault. If they are, tell the victim not to change and come as they are. If they are not wearing the

same clothing, instruct the victim to leave the clothing as is and in its present location.

. Advise the victim not to move or touch anything at the assault location and not to disturb

items used as weapons.

Once the victim decides he/she wants a sexual assault examination, and law enforcement

determines that The Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate and a SANE will be needed, law

enforcement will inform the dispatcher to notify the on-call Haven Staff'

''JANE DOE'' REPORTING

A sexual assault victim shall have the right to have a medical forensic examination

regardless of whether the victim participates in the criminal justice system or cooperates with

law enforcement in pursuing prosecution of the underlying crime (O.C.G.A. S 17-5-72). Pursuant

to O.C.G.A. 517-5-74, the tenn "unrepofted sexual assault kit" means a sexual assault kit

collected from a victim who has consented to the collection of the sexual assault kit but who has

not reported the alleged crime to law enforcement.
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If a sexual assault victim calls 9i 1 or the Crisis Hotiine requesting a medical forensic

examination for sexual assault, but does not wish to make a repofi to law enforcement, dispatch

is to contact the appropriate law enforcement agency. A Haven Rape Crisis Advocate and a

SANE will also be contacted. The victim will be directed to the Haven Rape Crisis Center for a

medical examination. Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection

Kir will be completed. The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the

SANE with the victim's information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law

Enforcement Officer. The Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information

sheet regarding the sexual assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet

shall inciude the victim's sex, date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the

victim's name. The GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law

enforcement to the GBI Crime Laboratory.

If the victim goes to the hospital requesting a medical forensic examination for sexual

assault, but doesn't want to make a report to law enforcement, the hospital shall contact the

appropriate law enforcement agency and a Haven Rape Crisis Advocate. The Advocate will then

contact the on-call SANE. If needed, the Advocate will transport the victim to the Haven Rape

Crisis Center for the examination after the victim has signed a confidentiality agreement.

Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be completed.

The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the SANE with the victim's

information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law Enforcement Officer. The

Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information sheet regarding the sexual

assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet shall include the victim's sex,

date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the victim's name. The GBI

Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law enforcement to the GBi Crime

Laboratory per current GBI policies and procedures'

If the victim does not cooperate with law enforcement in the investigation or prosecutlon

of a sexual assault, the investigating law enforcement agency shall maintain any physical

evidence coilected as a result of such sexual assault that contains biological material, including,

but not limited to, stains, fluids, or hair samples that relate to the identity of the perpeftator of the
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sexual assault, for not less than 12 months from the date any such physical evidence is collected

(o.c.G.A. sl 7-s-72(b)).

A sexual assault victim shall not be required to pay, directly or indirectly, for the cost of a

forensic medical examination. The cost of a forensic medical examination shail be paid for by

the Georgia Crime Victims Emergency Fund (O.C.G.A. $17-5-72)

No prosecuting attorney, investigating law enforcemenl agency, or government official

shall ask or require any victim of a sexual assault to submit to a polygraph examination or any

other truth-telling device as a condition precedent to investigating a sexual assault. The refusal of

a victim to submit to a polygraph examination or any other truth-telling device shall not prevent

an investigation or prosecution of any sexual assault (O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-73). At the time of

medical forensic examination, no alleged victim shall be required to assign or waive any rights

afforded to him or her in the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights or that might prevent the alleged

victim from seeking relief from the Crime Victims Compensation Board (O.C.G.A' $ 35-1-2)'

a N n of On-call S al Assault Resn se Team

If the victim is at the medical facilitv:

Hospitals receiving patients reporting incidents of sexual assault shall immediately

contact law enforcement in accordance with O.C.G.A. $ 31-7-9 mandating all non-accidental

injuries be reported. Patients will retain the right to initiate, participate in, and/or cooperate with

any law enforcement investigation of such assault.

o The nursing staff should contact the appropriate 91 1 Dispatch and The Haven Rape Crisis

Center at 229-244-17 65.

o The E.R. physician or physician extender will provide a medical screening examination'

o If no treatment is indicated in the Emergency Department and a SANE is on-call then the

patient wiil be escorted to The Haven Rape Crisis Center by the responding law enforcement

agency for a medical forensic examination and evidence collection if within the 120 hour time

frame.
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. If the patient has obvious injuries or requires medical treatment in the Emergency

Department, the responding law enforcement agency will contact the on-call Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate who will contact the on-call SANE. The medical forensic examination will be

performed at the hospital.

. If there is no SANE on-call, then the emergency department will proceed with the medical

forensic examination and evidence collection.

o If the victim is not able to give consent for the medical forensic examination or cannot make

a repoft to law enforcement based on their cognitive, developmental, or physical disability, it is

essential to find out if the victim has a legal guardian and, if so, who the legal guardian is for the

victim that can provide consent for medical procedures. The medical forensic examination can be

conducted in emergency situations.

If the victim is at the scene:

. The incident is reported through the appropriate 911 Center and forwarded to a law

enforcement agency. Law enforcement will request 911 to contact The Haven Rape Crisis Center

via crisis iine at 229-244-1765.

o Uniformed patrol is dispatched to the victim.

. Uniformed patrol advises his/her supervisor of facts and the determination is made whether

to contact the on-call Detective/lnvestigator and the on-call Haven Rape Crisis Advocate.

o The Appropriate 911 Center notifies the Detective/Investigatory and Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate. If there is a SANE on-call, the Advocate will contact the on-call SANE. Response

time for the Advocate is no more than 45 minutes following initial notification. Response time

for the on-call SANE is no more than 60 minutes following initial notification.

. If a SANE is on-call, the victim should be transported to The Haven Rape Crisis Center. If

the victim has visible physical injuries, then the victim should be transported to the nearest

available medical facility capabie of providing basic life support.

o If a SANE is not on-call, then the victim should be transporled to an emergency room to

proceed with the examination and collection of evidence.
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a

In any case in Atkinson, Berrien, Ciinch, Cook, or Lanier Counties (The Alapaha Judicial

Circuit) where any child under 72 yearc of age presents to law enforcement or DFCS with an

acute sexual assault case (defined as any type of penetration within 72-96 hours for any child

under \2) the following protocol shall be followed:

o The Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes County (hereinafter "CAC") shall be contacted

via their crisis line at229-300-4366.

o The CAC Representative will determine that the case meets the above criteria and will

contact the on call Pediatric SANE nurse, Forensic Interviewer with the Child Advocacy Center,

District Attomey Chase L. Studstill, or any other Assistant District Attorney. A victim advocate

from the District Attorney's office may also be contacted.

o An interview of the child will be conducted at the Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes

County following the Forensic Interview Protocol by a Forensic Interviewer from the CAC. The

on-call forensic interviewer has 15 minutes to respond to the initial notification/call. Once the

forensic interviewer completes the screening process, the forensic interviewer has one hour to

amive on-site at the CAC to conduct the forensic interview. Discretion will be used by the on-call

forensic interviewer whether a forensic interview will be conducted after 11:00PM.

o The on call Pediatric SANE, nurse will be present for this interview along with other

members of the MDT team.

o After the forensic interview of the child, the child will be transported to the appropriate

facility and a sexual assault exam will be conducted by the on call Pediatric SANE.

. The CAC agrees to provide a copy of the interview notes to the on call Pediatric SANE nurse

and the on call Pediatric SANE nurse agrees to provide a copy of the medical history to the

CAC.
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. If the victim is a child (12 Years Old or Older):

For any case involving a child 12 years of age or older, Law Enforcement shall contact

the Haven Victim Advocate via crisis line at 229-244-1765 as usual per the SART Protocol.

Should Law Enforcement believe that a Forensic Interview is needed prior to the SANE exaffl,

they shall contact The Children's Advocacy on call line al229-300-4366'

If the abuse occurred greater than 96 hours prior to the disclosure of said abuse, a non-

emergent exam can be conducted at the Lowndes CAC (3325 Skipper Bridge Road,

Valdosta, Georgia) by a medical provider. Most children with current marks, bruises, or other

visible palpable injuries may have a non-acute exam at the CAC. If a child/teen has bums or

broken bones due to possible physical abuse, they will need to be seen in the nearest Hospital

Emergency Department. If the child is younger than three years of age, they may require an

x-ray or MRI at the hospital. Law Enforcement and DFCS may call the CAC main phone

number at 229-245-5364 to schedule a non-emergent exam.

L aw Enfo rcement AgcneyRgsB.Wa

. The Role of Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers play a crucial role in overcoming a victim's psychological

hurdles and obtaining a victim's cooperation in a sexual assault investigation. Since a victim's

ability to cope with the crime and its aftermath may prove critical to the ultimate success of

criminal prosecution, it is imperative that law enforcement agencies treat the victim of sexual

assault with the utmost compassion.

Law enforcement officers must remain sensitive to the individuality of each victim and

the massive impact a sexual assault may have upon the victim and the victim's family and

friends. Law enforcement officers should take into account not only the particular assault

suffered by each victim, but the victim's age, physical abilities and culture (e.g.,

cognitive/developmentally and physical disability considerations, deaf/hard of hearing

considerations, elderly considerations, lesbian/gayibisexual/transgender/queer/ questioning
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(LGBT+) considerations. rnale victirn considerations, African Amedcan considerations,

immigrant and refugee considerations, Latino/Hispanic considerations" sex trafficking victims

considerations, and faith considerations).

o The Resnondins Law Enforcement Officer

The first law enforcement officer to reach a sexual assault victim is usually a uniformed

officer. This officer, as with others who investigate the case, should quickly develop a positive

rapport with the victim while initiating the gathering of evidence.

(1.) Immediate Response

. The responding officer should first address the victim's physical and medical needs'

Emergency first aid should be offered, if necessary, while awaiting an emergency medical

response unit.

o The responding officer should be calm, sympathetic and understanding. To increase the

victim's emotional comforl and security prior to a transfer to a medical facility/ Rape Crisis

Center, the officer should explain to the victim the actions anticipated on the victim's behalf,

including a physical examination.

. The officer should also ask the victim to refrain from washing, showering, brushing teeth,

using a mouthwash, smoking, eating, chewing gum, breathe mints, hard candy, drinking,

douching, urinating, or defecating to prevent the loss of valuable physical evidence' The

evidentiary importance of preserving personal clothing and arlicles from the crime scene should

be explained. Even if a victim has bathed, douched, or changed clothing, the officer should

transport the victim to the appropriate medical facility for a medical forensic examination'

o The responding officer should also ask the victim basic questions about the sexuai assault.

Not more than two officers should conduct questioning in the greatest privacy available, and

questioning should be limited in scope to crucial information immediately needed by law

enforcement.

The crime scene will be processed per the investigating agency's operating policya
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o If the responding officer proceeds to the medicai facility/ Rape Crisis Center where the

victim is taken, the officer should:

a. Remain at the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center until the investigating law

enforcement officer(s) has arrived; and

b. Thoroughly brief the investigating law enforcement officer(s) on any information

about the victim, the assault, the assailant, and the crime scene, which the officer has

obtained. These briefings should take place in a private setting where other patients or

hospital personnel cannot overhear confidential information.

(2.) Delaved Reportins

Forensic evidence may remain for a general time period of up to 120 hours in the victim's

body or there may be evidence of tearing or other internal abrasions. For this reason, the victim

should be encouraged to seek medical care. A medical forensic examination includes the

collection of medical history to guide the medical provider, such as a SANE or other qualified

individual, in delivering medical care tailored to address the specific inquiries and medical needs

of the patient. The medical forensic examination provides treatment including but not limited to

Prophylaxis, Safety Plan Assessment, Fatality/Risk Assessment, Mental Health Assessment for

Rape Trauma Syndrome, STI testing, Strangulation Assessment, and intimidate Partner Violence

(IPV) Assessment.

(3.) The Examina and Law

Law enforcement officers should not be present during the medical examination of a

sexual assault victim, unless there is a specific evidentiary or investigative necessity that requires

their attendance. Any person, particularly a sexual assault victim, deserves a personal

examination free of unnecessary, non-medical strangers.

a

l. An Investigator will usually be summoned to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center

where the victim has been taken. The Investigator should respond immediately to the facility.

The Investigator should conduct a thorough interview with the victim and should document the

facts of the investigation and, if necessary, request The Haven Rape Crisis Center record the

interview with both audio and video equipment.
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f)urins the initial co the Investisator should:

. Clearly identify himself/herself to the victirn

o Verify the information obtained by the dispatcher and/or responding officer which may help

the police locate the suspect;

. Attempt to explain to the victim what is being done on the victim's behalf

. Inform the victim that another interview may be conducted at a later time.

o Interviews conducted by SANEs should be limited to medical history and sexual assault

history pertinent to guiding the exam only and for the purpose of any medical diagnosis and

treatment. It is imperative that every SANE remains focused on their role as a medical

professional, while also protecting the privacy and confidentiality of the patient in their care.

o The victim's interview at The Haven Rape Crisis Center may be video/audio recorded with

informed consent. It will ultimately be left up to the victim/patient whether they wish to have

their Medical forensic history recorded. Notice to the victim shall be accomplished by placing at

least one sign, printed in both English and Spanish, in the area where the interview shall be

colducted advising the victim that the interview may be videoiaudio recorded. Victims may be

asked to sign a written form consenting to the video/audio recording of the interview. If a victim

choses to not have hisiher medical forensic history recorded then every efforl should be made to

notify the assigned law enforcement Investigator in order to allow their presence for the medical

forensic history interview.

o The Investigator may consult with the victim advocate to explain the actions being taken by

the police and to seek their cooperation and assistance in future contacts with the victim.

o Transportation arrangements will be made to a safe location for the victim.

o The Investigator should verify that the chain of custody of the evidence obtained at the

medical facility/Rape Crisis Center is maintained correctly. The Investigator should ensure that

all evidence collected is inventoried and prepared for transfer to the crime laboratory if

appropriate. Investigators should confirm with the evidence custodian that the evidence is

transferred to the lab in a timely manner.
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a Victim Follow Up:

The primary law enforcement officer w-ill keep in touch with the victim as needed and as

is applicable for the investigation process. The primary law enforcement officer should refer the

victim to a Victim Advocate as determined necessary by the investigator.

O The Case Renort:

The primary investigation officer in a sexual assault case has the crucial responsibiiity of

compiling all the information leamed through the investigation. The case report will be the main

source of information for the prosecutors handling the case. Therefore, it is imperative that every

effort is made to be as thorough, accurate and informative as possible in building the report.

a

Although several different agencies come in contact with sexual assault victims at various

stages af\er a sexual assault is reported, the Haven Rape Crisis Center is the coordinating agency

for sexual victims, providing consistent support, consistent treatment, and advocacy throughout

the process. The Haven Rape Crisis Center provides emotional support and crisis intervention to

sexual assault victims and their families.

. Isi$slrcspsse
The safety and well-being of the victim should be the first concern of the victim service

provider. The role of the victim service provider is to:

o With the consent of the victim, help identify and address the immediate concerns of the

victims, (e.g., are they in a safe place, are there family and friends whom the victim wishes to be

contacted, are medical care or transportation to the hospital needed, is clothing needed to wear

home from the hospital);

r Instruct the victim to not destroy evidence by eating, drinking, bathing, urinating, douching ,

or washing clothes;

. Provide emotional support and crisis intervention to victim and their families;

r Be present during medical forensic examination (at the request of the SANE and/or victim);

and

. Help arrange transportation to and from the hospital or medical facility;
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For their own safety, and to avoid interfering with the investigation, victim advocates

shall not go to the crime scene unless accompanied by law enforcement. Victim advocates are

not investigators or attorneys and do not investigate cases or give iegal advice. The advocate at

no time will ask the victim questions related to the details of the assault. The role of the victim

advocate should be explained to the victim. The advocate should determine whether the victim

wishes to receive victim services.

Sexual offenders may be predatory andlor serial offenders. As such, any notification of a

sexual assault to the advocate should be reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency'

While the victim may decide not to pursue a criminal complaint of the incident, it may be

important to other ongoing investigations that law enforcement is made aware of the assault.

o Basic Services

Rape Crisis Advocates need to achieve an effective balance between advocating for

victims and working within the parameters of the criminal justice system. Basic services

provided by the Rape Crisis Center to victims, their families and friends may include:

. On-site examination room for use by Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners for medical

assessment, medical treatment, proper support assessments, and collection of evidence;

o A twenty-four hour crisis line;

o Accompanying a victim to a medical facility and providing support throughout the

medical examination;

o Provide clothing and hygiene items;

o If a survivor wishes the assistance, an advocate will accompany the survivor for any follow-

up medical visits;

o Throughout and after the medical visit, advocates help survivors deal with symptoms of

anxiety, fear, depression, loss ofcontrol, and decreased assertiveness;

o Advocates may accompany victim during initial police contact at medical facility;

r Video interviewing facilities for interviewing the victim;

o Victims will be referred to a counseling service. Valdosta State University students will be

made aware of counseiing services offered by the university;
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o Victims will be offered the choice to participate in support groups provided free of charge by

the Haven Rape Crisis Center;

o Advocates provide victims with assistance in understanding reporting options, victims' rights,

filing for crime victims' compensation, support throughout the prosecution of the case and

accompaniment to court;

o Information and referral to community resources; and

o Staff or volunteers will interact with agencies and individuals on behalf of sexual assault

victims in order to achieve a particular goal or results'

The advocate needs the cooperation of many other agencies to provide information and

support. Networking and maintaining effective lines of communication with law enforcement,

medical, prosecutorial, criminal justice, and other social service organizations are essential.
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o Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Resnonse

The role of the medical forensic personnel is to provide atimely, high-quality rnedical

forensic examination that can potentially validate and address sexual assault patients' soncerns.

minimize the trauma they may experience, and promote their healing. At the same time, it can

increase the likelihood that evidence coliected will aid in criminal case investigation, resulting in

perpetrators being held accountable and fuither sexual violence prevented. The main role of the

medical forensic personnel shall always relate to treatment and assessment rather than forensic in

collecting and preserving evidence. Medical forensic examinations shall be perforrned by a

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner ("SANE"), physician, nurse practitioner or physician's assistant

("PA") trained in performing such exalns.

Medical forensic examination resnonsi lities include:

. Obtaining informed consent from the patient for the medical forensic examination,

documentation and evidence collection

o Gathering the medical forensic history Conducting a medical physical examination

Coordinating treatment of injuries Documentation of biologic and physical findings Collection of

evidence from patient Documentation of findings

. Providing information, treatment, and referrals for STis, pregnancy Follow-up as

needed for additional treatment and/or collection of evidence Providing testimony at trial.

The Medical Forensic Examination

o Who Mav Reouest an U,xamination

With the consent of the patient, medical forensic examinations can be performed at the request of

(l) a Law Enforcement Agency, (2) the District Attorney's Office, (3) the Medical Examiner or

County Coroner's Office, (4) a Hospital, (5) Pursuant to a Court Order, or (6) at the

Patient's/Victim's Request Pursuant to O.C.G.A . 517 -5 -72'

a
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o Procedures for the Examination

In order to preserve the patient's dignity and confidentiality, all aspects of the medical

forensic examination, including consent, medical history, and details of the assault, will be

conducted in a private office or secluded space. A trained victim advocate will be available to

accompany the patient and offer emotional support during the examination. The advocate will at

no time ask the patient questions related to the detaiis of the assault. After explaining to the

patient the details of the examination, additional consents are obtained, a secondary assessment

is performed, and the history of the patient and the assault are taken. Note that while it is

important to document the history of the patient and the assault as completely as possible, the

examiner should not inquire about or document irrelevant aspects of the patient's sexual history.

After completing the documentation for this phase, a serum or urine pregnancy test is ordered on

women wi_th childbearing capabilities. The SANE shall perform a complete medical forensic

examination and upon completion, provide the patient with the proper precautionary medications

to help guard against certain sexually transmitted diseases and Plan B birth control medication.

These medications are prescribed by the physician supervising the SANE. The SANE shall

complete the Sexual Assault Response Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence

Collection Form and return it to the Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate within 5 business days.

Said form will then be made available to the Investigator and Prosecutor'

o Collection of Forensic Evidence

Any forensic evidence collected within 120 hours of a sexual assault should be

documented in the Georgia Bureau of Investigation/Division of Forensic Sciences Sexual

Assault Evidence Collection Kit (GBVDOFS). The findings of the exam should be documented

completely, noting injuries on the relevant anatomical diagrams. After the examination and

evidence collection are completed, the examiner should check the labeling of all evidence and

package it as instructed in the GBi Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. The SANE shall

release the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit, a copy of the Sexual Assault Response

Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence Collection Form, and all evidence

collected to the appropriate law enforcement official. The official should sign for this material,

establishing a "chain of custody".
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Adequate and proper collection of specimen samples from the patient's body for forensic

analysis is essential following the medical care of the patient. Biologic evidence collection shall

be conducted in accordance with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) procedures using a

GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. This kit shall be utilized to collect samples from

the patient's body to perform semen testing through DNA analysis. A separate Drug Facilitated

Sexual Assault kit for biological specimens shall be utilized for collection of blood and urine

samples from the patient's body to determine if the sexual assault was drug facilitated. The

instruction sheet provided in each kit should be followed explicitly for proper evidence

collection. Inadequate collection andlor preservation of evidence may hinder suspect

identification. Immediate air drying (no heat) of samples is critical for the optimum preservation

of the evidence. All labeling or identifying information must be accurately completed. The label

should include: the name of the patient, date and time of collection, sample source (or contents of

clean paper bag when clothes are collected), and person collecting the sample.

Georgia law requires consent to any and all medical procedures (O.C.G.A. $ 31-9-2).

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-9-7, the legal age of consent for medical treatment is 18. However, there

are exceptions. For tests and treatment connected with pregnancy, a female can consent

regardless of her age or marital status.

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-17-7, any minor can consent without either parent's permission to

those medical services, which deal with the treatment of a sexually transmitted disease.

Emergency cases can be rendered under implied consent.

o Payment Procedures for Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner or Other Medical Providers

After completion of a forensic exam, the SANE or medical provider conducting the

medical forensic examination will complete all required documents and payment forms as

provided by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) of Georgia. The required forms

and documents will be submitted by the SANE or medical provider to the Haven Rape Crisis

Center directly for reimbursement for exam costs only.
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o State-Wide Sexual Assault Kit Trackins System:

Sexual Assault Kit tracking will be provided to all victims for updates on the location and

status of sexual assault kits throughout the criminal justice process, inciuding the initial

collection in sexual assault medical forensic examination perfonned at medical facilities, receipt

and storage at law enforcement agencies, receipt and analysis at forensic laboratories, and any

destruction after completion of analysis.

Tracking will allow facilities performing sexual assault medical forensic examinations,

law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, the Division of Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau

of Investigation, and other entities having custody of sexual assault kits to update and track the

status and location of sexual assault kits. Victims of sexual assault will be able to anonymously

track or receive updates regarding the status of their sexual assault kits using electronic

technology or technologies allowing continuous access (O.C.G.A. S 17-5-74).

.@
A crime is an illegal act or omission for which someone can be punished by the

govemment. A felony crime is a prohibited act, which carries possible punishment of one year or

more in the State Penitentiary. Under Georgia law, all felonies are in the jurisdiction of Superior

Court and are prosecuted by the District Attorney's Office for the Circuit in which the crime was

committed. The District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit prosecutes felony

cases in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

Most crime victims regard a criminal case as their case and expect the prosecutor to

pursue the case according to their wishes. Victims of sexual assault, which can include some of

the most violent and traumatic cases handled by prosecutors, are no exception to this general

rule. This sometimes results in conflict between the victim and prosecutor as to the appropriate

resolution of the criminal case. While the victim is primarily concerned only with their

individual case and feeiings regarding the case, the prosecutor has taken an oath to uphold the

Constitution and laws of the United States and the State of Georgia. The prosecutor represents

the interests of the people of the State of Georgia (i.e., society as a whole) not merely the

interests of the individual victim.
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It is the ultimate legal responsibility of the prosecutor to determine the disposition of any

case. including sexual assault crimes. it is the policy of the District Attorney's Office of the

Alapaha Judiciai Circuit to make such a determination after careful consideration of the feelings

and position of the victim, victim's family members and the law enforcement investigator who

has had primary responsibility for the investigation. While the majority of cases prosecuted by

the District's Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit are resolved with the agreement

of the victim, such cannot always be the case. In any event, it is the policy of the District

Attorney's Office to explain the reasons for disposition of cases to victims. This is especially

important when the disposition is contrary to the victim's wishes. If, after hearing the reasons, a

victim is not in agreement with the disposition of the criminal case, he or she always has the

option of filing a civil suit against the perpetrator in which the victim will be a named party and

can direct his or her private attorney as to how to proceed in that action.

a Victim s - Office of Dis Attornev

In 1995, the Georgia Legislature adopted lhe Crime Victims' Bill of Rights (Codifred at

O.C.G.A. S 17-17-1).These rights include but are not limited to:

. The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any scheduled court proceedings or

any changes to such proceedings;

e The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of the arrest, release, or escape of the

accused;

o The right not to be excluded from any scheduled court proceedings, except as provided in

this chapter or as otherwise required by law;

o The right to be heard at any scheduled court proceedings involving the release, plea, or

sentencing of the accused;

. The right to file a written objection in any parole proceedings involving the accused;

o The right to confer with the prosecuting attorney in any criminal prosecution related to the

victim;

o The right to restitution as provided by law;

. The right to proceedings free from unreasonable delay; and
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o The right to be treated fairly and with dignity by all criminaljustice agencies invoived in the

case.

The first requirement for a victim to exercise his or her rights is to be made aware of

those rights. The District Attorney's Office of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit provides local law

enforcement agencies an outline of those rights for distribution to crime victims. This outline is

given to the victim by the responding officer and includes the phone number of the District

Attorney's Office Victim Assistance Program for further information.

If a member of the District Attorney's Office is not called to the scene, an attempt to

contact the victim of a sexual assault will be made within 24 lo 48 hours or at a reasonable time

once sufficient information becomes available. Incident repods from investigating law

enforcement agencies are examined daily to insure victim notification.

Upon initial contact, one of the District Attorney's Victim Advocates will attempt to

coordinate an immediate face-to-face interview and will advise the victim of his or her rights

under O.C.G.A. $ 17-17-1, et. seq. If the responding officer did not provide the victim rights

outline to the victim, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will provide that outline, as well as

a copy of a brochure explaining the criminal justice process in basic terms.

The District Attorney's Victim Advocate will also explain the availability of victim

compensation and will offer assistance with completing the application, as well as contacting the

Governor's Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Division of Victim Compensation if needed.

The District Attorney's Office appeals adverse decisions of Victim Compensation if the office

believes that the denial was made in error. At the initial meeting, as well as subsequent meetings,

the District Attomey's Victim Advocate will make reference to support services appropriate to

the needs of the victim.

Whenever possible, the District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of any proceeding in

which the release of the accused will be considered and offers the victim the opportunity to

express his or her opinion on the release of the accused pending judicial disposition' If any

accused is released on a pre-trial bond, a bond after conviction, or given a probated sentence, the
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District Attorney's Office requests of the Court to make "no contact with the victim, directly or

indirectly," a condition of the release. The District Attorney's Office fuither notifies the victim of

his or her right to notify the offrce if the accused violates the condition of release or if anyone

else subjects them to threats or intimidation. Upon a victim's written complaint of such and/or

other evidence produced, the District Attorney's Office can take action to petition the Court to

revoke bond or probation and/or bring criminal charges against such individual.

During any hearing or trial, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate makes all reasonable

attempts, consistent with Courl facilities, to ensure that the victim waits in an area separate from

the accused, his friends, and family.

Prior to disposition of the accuser's case, the prosecutor offers the victim the opportunity

to express the victim's opinion on the disposition of the case, including plea or sentence

negotiations and participation in pre-trial or post-trial diversion programs. The oppoltunity is

given for both oral opinion and also in the form of a written Victim Impact Statement from the

victim.

The District Attomey's Office notifies the victim of all hearing/court dates/post

adjudication proceedings, which can affect the custodial status or disposition of the case. This is

accomplished by both telephone contact and with written notice when possible. Victims are also

notified of appellate/parole decisions and where possible, the prosecutor assists the victim in

communicating with both the Department of Corrections (prison system) and Parole Board. The

prosecutor's office also assists the victim with enrolling in the24 hour automated notification

system operated by the Department of Corrections to notify the victim of any escapes from

custody by the perpetrator.
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a General Procedures

After a suspect is arrested. the Magistrate Judge forwards a copy of the warrant to the

District Attorney. Cases are assigned to a specific prosecutor when the warrant is received' The

Districr Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit primarily utilizes a hybrid-vertical

prosecution case-assignment system. Therefore, the prosecutor initially assigned the case will

follow it through until its conclusion in the office. The ultimate assignment of prosecutors to a

case is the responsibility of the elected District Attomey who has that legal obligation as part of

his official duties.

In every case which appears to be able to be resolved only by trial, as opposed to some

other disposition, the prosecutor and advocates make all reasonable efforts to visit the courtroom

with the victim when there is no court action taking place in order to acclimate the victim to the

couftroom and explain trial procedures in an attempt to raise the comfort level for the victim

under admittedly unpleasant circumstances'

Each sexual assault victim is provided the name and phone number of the prosecutor and

victim advocates assigned to his or her case, and the staff of the District Attorney's Office is

always available to advise and consult with victims, from the date of the incident, until literally

decades later when parole issues arise.

.@
There are a number of costs associated with a sexual assault, in particular the costs of

collecting evidence; hospital or health provider fees including fees for the physical examination;

lab expenses including the collection of specimens, tests for pregnancy and tests to detect the

presence of HIV antibodies; medications to prevent sexually transmitted diseases; follow-up; and

treatment for any injuries, In addition there may be costs to the victim of lost wages, and for a

family, funeral expenses.
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(1.) Payments for Forens

When evidence relating to an allegation of rape is collected in the course of a medical

examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime Victims

Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Titie 17, shail be responsible for the cost of

the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the limited purpose of

collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-1)

When evidence relating to an allegation of aggravated sodomy is collected in the course

of a medical examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime

Victims Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter l5 of Title 17, shall be financially

responsible for the cost of the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the

limited purpose of collecting evidence. (OCGA I6-6-2)

(2.) Victims' Comnensation Fund

For other medical costs associated with the assault such as the pregnancy test, test for

HIV, emergency contraception, and treatment for any injuries, reimbursement can be claimed

through the Victims' Compensation Fund, and if an application is made and approved payment

will made directly to the hospital or other medical provider, including a Sexual Assault Nurse

Examiner. However if a victim is insured or on Medicaid, then those sources should be sought

before the Victims' Compensation Fund is used.
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We, as members of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol

Committee, hereby sign our support and commitment to the policies and procedures as

documented and set forth herein this Protocol, to the training and implementation of such, and to

the ongoing process of facilitating through the Sexual Assault Response Team, a multi-

disciplinary, coordinated response to the crime of sexual assault and sexual assault victims.

Approved and adopted this of Septemb err 2025.

At Larse Members:

/.
ct Attorney Chase L. Studstill

Chairmen, Sexual Assault Protocol Comrnittee
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

=fi/-b..:*,Dr. Stewart Warren, MD
Magnolia Urgent Care
Local Citizen Member

Michelle Girtman
Executive Director
The Haven Rape Crisis Center

The Rape Crisis Center

\/1

Sexual Assault Health Care Professional

-l o*1lcr r <1-- ;cVlctncl
aziuu\ A t Su])t 6Lu-no\""'
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ATKINSON COUNTY

I fl
Honorable Carol G. Durrance, Judge

Magistrate Court of Atkinson County

Derrick Touchton, Police Chief
Pearson Pol Department

Francisco
Willacooc

Police Chief
lice Department

+
Moore, Sheriff

Atkirrson County Sherifls Office

fi': t't, ,e)
Arnber DeCosta, RN, CountY Nurse Manager

Georgia Depaftment of Public Health

Lf."ra-^r- trc 4^rnJ^
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CO

S, Ray au tk, eriff
Berrien C Sheriff s Office

Honorable Doug
Berrien County Magistrate Court

, Police Chief
Alapaha Police Department

Ronald Knowles, ce Chief
Nashvil le Police Department

Bowen, , RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health

Anthony Perkins, Police Chief
Enigma Police Department

Chief
Ray City Police Department
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CLINCH COUNTY

Judge X.i\.-rt lr {
Magistrate Court

Keith Jackson, Police Chief
Homerville Police Department

Raymond Peterson, Sheriff
Clinch County Sheriff s Office

0,,i.l.-! rw
Jennl fer RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health
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COOK COUNTY

Chief Judge Doug Hanks, Sheriffonora Stephen M. Chammoun,

Cook Magistrate Courl

Audie Rowe, Po

Adel Police DePartment

avoris Be ice Chief
Sparks Police DePartment

Cook County Sheriff s Office

Rebecca Allgood, , County Nurse Manager

Georgia Depatlment of Public Health

Joe Police Chief
Police Depaftment
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LANIER COUNTY

Ni riffor e Victoria Chief Judge

Lanier County Magistrate Court

S Police
Lakeland Police Department

Lanier County Sheriff s Office

KN
Lee, RN, unty Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health
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Addendum 1:

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
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Addendum 2:

Business Associate Agreement
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l-r., llrrrr.:,r.le vic*i i,ill lS,,) 1ri,.,,,rrlr,,:eci il"ie:i:i:'.:l;ri,rr 1-cr i)i:;,lr,t 'ri iilliiIil:z-tLi' i'iL:t'ilfl:filr:
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rl))rircirf)lc,:\llJnlllci{)lrlllccsrol)lllllcrcirrsirlrllt;ccrotlsltitc:(llirirtclrttlclil'jlti4Ss;()(:lA'll:
irEicirs lt0t Io us(] ol tlisclosc (trr'pcilrrit lltcr Ltte ot tlisclosu|c ui; i'ill iLt t rttilt'ttut tlilrl",,'orrlrl

!i0lfit.l lhc rcquifcr.ilctlts cil tltc llri','rtrry litnrrciaLijs 0r si:ctllity SloriLlnLtls ilthC Itlll lvcrc itlcrl r't.

ijiscloscc] by r\rrLhor.ily iu^ u.i. ,*,n, i.,,ouu.r. ASS()CIn',l ll shirll rrsc xpi)t'oPl'iittc sttlcgLra|ils ltr

1tr6,i:11 rlic usc i'. rlisclosrrLr of FIll ctl:cr thatl irs i:xpicssly pclrrritlcrl rrrtdcl thiS Agt cr;tncnt'

|,2 ASS0CIATti slrnll intplcrncnt apprc|)rietg aclrninistrativg,.plrysicnl nrl<l tccltnicul

sarsguards rncl irr ntr .,;;;-;"rt;;,;,i|p1u.*iti'Ji'rrpt* c of.4.5-.cult l'art 164 itt ordcr to

prorccr rhe cont'i<icntiatitl,,'j.i-rlity tt-r oruirrrrifi.tl "iiil- 
pll and UPIII thrrt it crcatcs' rcccivcs'

mnintnins or tron$1,lts on bchnitof rtyhgrity. nSSOif'fff coverlauts thalsrrclt snfegtrnrds shlll

inolu<le, witSout limitntion, inrplcmcnting ivrirten policics zurct pul'ccd'rr:s i* compliancc witlr

HIpAA a'd Alq{A, co'clucti'g a scctrrily risk nsseinrcnt, a'<l 6nirriug ASSOCIA'I5 employce's

who will lravc access to p;ll witS respcct lo trt. poii.its nntl procctlur* rcquircd by l{ll'Ar\ a*d

Al(]l/.

l3Inthccvcntolasecuri{yIncir}ctrr'inclrrdirrgnBrcaclr(a".-hulcirraftcrdcfirred)or.
any c,,i.rer. usc or discl0sr,r- *it*ft is noipcLmittcd unttu' tt'';"t Agrccr:rcrlt of nny PI{l o| Efl'll tlrlt

AssoclA,l.E accesses, ,"ri*iri,ir,-i*rnr, ,r,nan.r, rocords. siores, tlnst.oys' 01'olhcrwisc holds

or uses on behnllol'Autho|ity in ccnncclion wirh tic llusiness Arr:angentetlt, ASSOCIA]'L'I sh$li

rcport .such security rn.iJ.nt o. ott,eL irpirlcnt ro {.he i\uthority witlrin lcil (10) days o['disctrvurv

by thc AssoClATE, i"r.n.il; oirall nrcsn tlre unat(lrorized acquisition' Accrcss, trscr or

tlisclostrrc ol i,HI whiclr "iJ'p*n'iu.' 
the sccurity or privncy of such irtforntaliorr.

1 t\ In the evc't uj. a IlLeach of Unsecrircri pltl, r\SSoctAI'll shell pLovide ,'\trthor:itv

.,vith Noticc thcr.eof. Nti.. .l a Breach sliail be rn lvriting anii jnclLrrlt:: (i) Llre idcnriiicaiion ol'

cach individrial whose Plll has bcetl, ot'is rcasotlabiy bslievcri ro itlrvc trretl' ?'cccsstd' ilcclr'ri|ed'

oL cliscloscd cliiring thc'[...trtt (ii) a bLici descri'tion ol 16c citcttttrstarliis s\rrlorrnding t5c

llreach; (iii) ths datc of tt,r g*fi; tl") rtt. dstc oldiscovcly of the llrcnch; (v) lhe scopc of tltc

Ilreaclr; (vi) ASSOCdiB*;6;'u" to rl,. .Brcsch 
an<l tlc irlurtificati.n of t6c pnrty

l.psponsiblc for oausing t5s Breucli, if knowrr; (vii) n lescription of thc typ*s of trusecrrrcd pl-lt

involvsd in thc Brcsch i;;. ;;;;, rocinl securiry nr.rrubcrs, dntcs ol'hi.lih, nd<lrcssc$' {Gcotrnt

nurnbcrs, <li*gnostic tr,-riii'l'iiity codes' ctc');.(vili; nny steps.rvhiclt slroirkl bc taltg'r bytRbctcd

irrriividtrals to prolcct trrrrirriur. finnr 
'olorrtial 

hur,,i,'"ti'lii''g fi'ottt lltc llicactr; (il) u b'icl

tlcscription $l wlurt AsiOCtA'fn is <{oirrg to ittvcstignte tlc l}n:rclt' to ntitig*te hann {cr

indivictuals, a*tl ro !,,;;;i;;;ir*r nny il,Lttrc,' lJrenclcsi n*d (x) thc rrttrtro ttrtil conluct

infbr.nratio^ ol.a liaisrirr lvhonr tl]e ArrthoLity rnty ctrutnct rvith inqttiries cottccnritlg thc lJrcnclt'

I5
: nib rniat ion

rtvailaLr lc.

ASSo(]lA,lIi '.;hall stll:11[tlirtctti lrtry Nrlticc o|'l.itr:irr;lt 1rr.o.lir'Icrl trr llt;; t\ttll'toiit''1,as

lr,lrioh was Irot lcuown;l tlrc tiLrut 0i tliLr oIiljirr:rl Nrtricc nf'llr',ritclr bccotttcs

1.6 Irr tlrc r;vt:Dt ul n l.]r'cach. ASSoi)tA'l'll shnll, rrr rr()rrstlltr{i'rr i'viili:\LltlroriLy'

rrritiliatc, li: lirc c;<l.cttt pliritit:uhlc' arrv [ritLttlllll t:iicct ul srtlll l-]Lc:tclt tllill i'i ki!\r\" 1r i(l

AiSO(llri lll
.). ljse rr1. l,lIt. ASs()ClA'l'l.l shrrJl usc Plil: (i) srrlcly lirr .,\ilthnIi(y'ri burrcJit irritl rtrtil {t'L

I ,1,;,,,tilit,J,l,,:"jl:i'liil:,;;*" 
;;#'*; 

i;;.i::iidilli:f 
":;d'ilili:,lil,,lll;;1"":;

AiS()OlA'lir, ()l'lo cariy o'rr its Ic1r"L '"1'l'*iftiiiii--' .1'rovirlcil 
tlrul:rtti:lt lllicJ' ilri: irrrrtrilh:tl

:i.,(lrr! it!lct,il atitl :lir{t: litil' i';lclir:;""ii!t;r'rvi';t'(lxlil'L\\l)' |"ttrtilt':tl ltt:tcitt ttl'i' li:rli:'r\:tl i)y



a j;lrl.. l\S]ii)1.1.\l.l,l.li;.lj iti)l Il.i|]ilt.li:;:lit.tJt: |'lli lili i]l]j ])llll)j}I1::;tlIlttlr lj:all ilttr';i: ::|.''i.''|1.1';.

.1,,,:,,'1i11 s.it:lii ri't;iirr;ill -i+,.:.i jrr tirc l'ill ttt,l 1',t'ttitlrl'l itL;rt:ilr' l'l:;r:' i:ttr'riiltrt ;:r-(! (lr';1jr;"r''' i)i .li '

r., rii irrg l;'1 i'trtl I rrtti l1'.

; l)iscls.r$rc 9J_]]ILL S..:lljcr;t ii: an), ]iirlijatiorrs irr Jhrs Ag,Lccrr;;]ll, l\S;:.()[.]/t'f i.,,iri';,

rii.st:l.sc PIII io ri.y ilrirri-iii'ty lmtscrls or clliifies Es lleccssary l' pcLlilrm il'r o6lign{iorl:i rrrrrl''

tlrc ilrrsines"^ An.angcrrreni with Authority fl6d 
^s 

l)erfiitterl or ruquirctl lly n1:plicablc fcdcial tri

$tete lnw, Furthcr, ASSOCIA'IF. may <lisclose PIlt ibr lhc propeL mflllagcnorrt ail{l

adrninistlatiorl {)t'ASSO;innipiooia.i that: (i) strch disci.silcs ate rcqrrilcf by-lawlot fii'

ASSOCIA'I'E: {a) obfnir:s ,.urou.Ut, Bssuriutces iiuro *,y third parly to.whom the infrrmalion ii;

tiisclosecl that it rvill bc hclci confidsntial and lru1lier use<t ancl iisclosed only as rcquired by tai'i

crr I'oi thc lilirl.)0se i,:l it,hich ii rvas clisciosctl lo ttre thiLr.J 1'riu'iy; (b) rcqLriles the lliird ilarill r:o

Rtr.ec 1c inll'rdlately notilS' AS'SOCIATE ol ally instattc'cs of wlLich it i's avrare :iial PIll is belng

rse.d cr.rlisllt'ser.l lbr a puLpc.s" iliar is not cthervrise proviclecl ftrr in this.AeLl5mcn] tll f"] 
",

jrlfpr)sc nol cx1'.cssly itcimined by the Privac,v StandarCs; anti (c) ensllres that all rijsclosures oi
'pt,ti 

iro AS,SOCIAI-E and tlc thircl larty comply wifJi the pri'ciple of urninirnutrt 
^ecessaiy 

Lr's3

a.c1 cirsclosuLc," i.o., r,nly 'ihe rriini;nirrn FUt tt*ii, rlece.ssary to acconpiish the intendeC purilose

inzLy l,'c ilisc[r:;cd. ll r\SSO(,iAlU discloscs I'FIl receiveC iitln Authoriqr, oL ctcalcC ol teceiverj

'oy .i\ss()clATE on l.,ehrrll of Aulhority, rl agerrts, incl'.rcling a pen'rittcd sitbcotrl].;ir-':r

(ooilerrii.ely, ''i-cciprenls"), z\SSOCI-ATti shall recure Recipierrts.to agfee in vzriting to the

sai.e r.csiiicTlors and .u'',iifion. tLat apply t0 ASSOCLATII unCeI this Agreernrnt To thi; exterll'

1r.,l,r,i,r.J by laiv, ASSo(llATE shail- bc lirlly liz"blc to A:thor:'-1' lor airy acts, fiiiiu'es .i
orrrissio,rs c,i' it-ccil.ients in hrrrrjshing thc scn,ices as if thcy we|e ASSoCL{'l'E's o-vvll acts.

i.ailr:res ul, <.,r..,:ssioi.rs. ASSo()nTE shall iepori to Ar.ithority alil/ 'I.isc 0r di'sclosure of PI-il r:ci

1.ie:;u1ei1 iri, ihis z\g;:lemeilt, of rvhit;h it becomes i',wale, sttch ieP0rl lo be nTade will-tirl Fl"'c (5)

li"yr-rf aiSOCla;i il bec.lnrir'rg awarc c,f sLrcL ltse or discl<;sure A.cSOCIi{I'E aglee)- t{')

mitigare, to lhc r;xlent praclr:u][ .ilJ_'{]i::_:..othcL'r','ise L'eLlut:stod by Author'i-'y in rvriiIlg, r'uy

nruxll,,t elfccr. thtrt is k,r,own tcr ASSOCIAi'll rur<i is thLr resuh of :r llse iri ciisclosut'e of Pllirrv

A-qSC](llA'lji or F'ccipients in violallori ol'tliis r\greerrrent'

4.. Illalvrilua| Rightrr llgeardlng.I}gsiglrslsd3!$0ld.$gl& ]i;\SSOCIATI nrainttritis a

I)esignarcd Rccortl Sct on l.rchajf of Authority, ASS(ICIAIE shalt: (r) provide access to, 'r:rd
p*r"ir i*porion anrl copyi.-rg of PFTI by Authority 0r. as di1'ccted by Arrthority, al inclivich:al

:,r4ro is the subject.:i the'pi1l unrier c:onrlidons and lirniiations lequired untlcr'45 CI'R .l6'1 5'j4,

o, i, *ry be ameircled fyorn 1:inre t0 linc; ai:rri (ii) arncitd PIll mailliliticd b)' ASSOCIA'I'I ' tis

reqi.rcslej by Authgdty. ASSOtllAll,shali rcspr.lnd to atiy l'ecitrcst h'or. AL.lttrority fi,t al:ct:ss lii'

ail irLdividuatl wiLhirr {ivt (5) cays of sulh rcrlitest and shall lnake any ariicnclnlciii t'ccltttrillurl lrr'

Au1hority rvithil ren (10) days ol .sucir requcst. 'lhe intbnrLaliot'r siiali bc pLcvidcd iii thir t'i'tit' t''

It,rrrat requcstctl, il it is reariily procjncibi, iu such lcLtrt c't lbr'irriit, ct itl :;ttnttttit;i. il 1ir"

irrdividuai'ltar agL.ccrJ ir; aIva;rce 1.o acccpl the; ittf'oirLtatiolt iu slitnnrari' {iliriL' -'\ fi:astrttal;l':, 
"'r:1-

ba;ccl fcr: l-rr ci:1;yi1g t.ill r:.ay bc chlrg.ell. ALrthoLity shrll rieterrnirtc ti'hiiltc:t it Lli'it'al i'l

aLrl;Lc.r1t;.ia1,: or ;tir cxcglitio,r a.1,1,1ies, ASSOili/r'l L sltall rr,tlily i\r-rtlrrrLil-v IvitirirL {lt't' 1li) ii'i;-r'r ir/'

reccipi ol itrry ,-^('1e,- lbr ,6rcgi:r i-,1;lrrrclrrirrri;rt lry i;rr iririiviclLrlrl.;\rrtlrtlrity r;iLiill r.i:L'ltttririi:

rn,lrrti-rct to 11rl1pL rtr clcttv rli,v .rcces-\ 1ir lrlr0nrlrILirl rcilLreslctl lr'v tlr,: irttiiviilLLai r'rSSO(]1.'\'i l';

:;hnjl lta,lc fl rlrorre,is i,, 1,i,r",: Ibr lr:i1ric';ls f,Jl ;.rinuilalrr(:rlls illl!l iirl al-';lciiclirrl; sttch Icrlticsls II Llic

I)esii:,naled llecrird Sct' as lccy.lcstt:C l:,v ,\ulhority'o



(? i. 4,c-$r'r.U!l!i1lt1 ttJ'l)-iSglUrtt:s.r ;\SS(llllA'l'E lllnll rrtakc uvaillhle to Att(hcrity itt tcslruttsc

tfr ir icqllc;-[ li.gnt .rn in,iiffi,l,--i,ti,r.'r.tlicrtt ,".1,,i,*.t lOt' ltt lcCO.rtrtlirlg rrl <iiSt:losrrtcs 'i- 
Itlll

rvillt tr;s1tc{:' tl rltc irrclit'i'itt:rl, ir; acc'rtclrrt'r0 \vilh d5 Cljl{ $164'528' 0s it may bc rrulcndcrl li'ortt

iir.c 1o riiirr-:. i.r:.r.1:orlriirg cr.:r;:1:ti,.rirs ''c i'trch lcCotlrrtittg iiasigrrnicrl ttntlCt'thc r'Cgulntion' Siuch

ect:orrnlir,ii iri li:rritcrl lci di.scir-silrcs lltrL rve|c nlido in titc six16) yeal's prior lo lhc rvtltrcst nrrrl

shlll nOt irrolttrlc i1i1, iliscrigstttes tlt:tt v"'trLo ,rrntlc ltriul'ttt thc cOrnpliattcc tlAtr: CI thC l'rivtci'

Srartiards. ASSOCIiVI': ,t,.,, p,,)ri,f. strt:h infot'nration ttecr:ssaty to plovidc an rccolrllting

rviirriu ilriiLi (l(r) iitys 3f ;iutirtt'iiy"s tcqrrest. Srtclt tccotttttilul must bc providcd withottt <;o5t {0

rLrc iurlivirlLr,rl i.rr. io Arrrhor.ity il ii is tlrr: tlrst aouounting l'{r(lreste(l by an indivirltiir} witlrirr any

l.!\,cii,c (12) nrorrilr periotl; l,or',,.v.i, a |casoriable, cost"bJscd fcc lnay bc charged hl stthse<1trt:ttt

Irccountings if ASSO(IIAf[ i'lhrrms Authtrrity snd nu{hority informs thc individrral in advattcc

of rlrc fcc. ar:d the irt6ividual is affirrcled an opportunity to withdraw or modis the rcqucst' Suclr

accourriing obligatiotrs sfiall srrrvive tclmination of this Agrcemant Blld shall continuc as long as

r\SSOCL{TE maintains I'l Il,

6. \Yitlrdrnwal of AuthorizFtiqrr. Il the use or <lisclosu::c o1'l'l-ll in this r'gLc;rtreitl is

baseci upou u,, in,liui,t,illffiJilitSolization tbr the irsc of his or ht:r Plll' a;'d (i'r thc

inelivichral le'rokcs such aulhorizalion irr writing, (ii) tho cft'ectiYe (late of sttcli a'utho|izatioii hos

sxpirccl, or (iii) lhc cor:sent or nltthorization ii defective in an1' tnanne[ that |endctx it irr'alid'

,r-iiotjln'r'l agrccs, lf ir has rtoiice ol'such t'evooal.iorr r-rL ir'validity, to ccil'sc the u'ie nn<1

clist:iosurc or airy sr:c1r inr.livtiLral's PIII cxcePt to thc oxiellt it has Lciiuri orl sLioh ''rsc {ri

rJisclo.sLrrc, 91- gii11;l c an oxccpticrn ltttrlct ille Privacl'stancar:ds cx1.rt:ssiv applres

"/ . llcqol.(l.q nnd Aqdit, ;\SSOCIA'[E slrall rnaks available to the scclctlry ct (he lJ'S'

Ltrpor,,r,ififtturttt., ,ii}u:nan Sctvices (thc "secrctary") or ils ag*nts, ils irttcrna! prnctices,

b<l.lts. aurl recox,ls Lclirtirg ro ttrc usc and clisclosure of PHI tecoive,d frotn, cro{tcd' or l€ccive(l

rr,, ,fiSOt;ln'l'l:. ,rr bcha# ,tl;\Lrrlrolr',y ibl th,: i:trrposc of dclcrrnining Autircrity's comPliattcc

,,,,ir1., tl.,* [)r.ivacy Sla.claLds or any othcr l.ealth ovclsight agenc)/J in:i Lirrrc and tnattnci

dcsignirtcri by thu Sect etaty. Ilxccpt lo lhc extent p|oribitcti b',' lar'"'' ASSt-lCIr\l'F' ilgrucs iL)

notii,r ,,L,'LhoriLy imrrietlin(cly' rrporl |ec;c:ipt by ASSOCIAIF ot any flttd a]1 r'ctlL:ests ov or L)(r

bchall rriany.,id ull g,,u.r,,itt,:rrr aLtlholilii.rs sctvu,J i,l.rrtrl ASSO(JIl\'l'1; lbr t']ll'

ti, ( loLrfidentiality.

g.l ASSO{liATl:: shiiji talie aily si.r.|s |cusoitaLrly r'eqLri|ec{ irr: (i) pLotcct Pljl iinrri

runruthr.rrizerJ r.rscs itI clisclosriLcs, arlti (ii) r0airr{rirr thc contltlcntialiLy tnd inli:ority oi l)ill'

g). l'pc prr.rics shail cornply ri,ith all fedelal antl stalc litrvs govctttittg llrc:

corr{iciontiality artd pr'iviic.v ril'hcaltlr ir:fbrn'iatioti lliitt atc tr1;plicirbltr lrt lltont. ros)ccLi\r()ly'

irrclLrclirrg, rvithrtirt lirnitarilrr;, l.llPA./. anri thc LegLrlirIions pLornLrl.qated tltelcttlrtlcL, :rrlcl i\lIl{;\
and tlto rcgrrl.atiolrs ltlotlttLlSiilclrl tltc:eilnrlcL'

9.,{.cglL.snd-*Isuni!s!isu.

t.] l'iris :\gr.cc.tcrrr sirlll cor)1nr-rrcr) oLr tiic Liltciivc iiatl.r: nrirl :;h:til ri'til;titr itr ':t'ii: '

Lr,iLil rr;rrr;ir,:rr.i:ri iit.tcc,.ricj:lr;ic.",,itlt ill{; lat'|ls ol lhii Sr:r:tillrt 9, pLor,'itL;:1. ii,'ti'ct,:i, 'i:lr', lLl:"

lr;ilirirr:rr.iij:t qil.rli rrr)t lilc,:t iitr l'!j-1.)1)r-tivrr i'l:iill:riiil:;.s ul Li11iil.,i ;rj'tlli; l';trt l; :''t 'i;i" 't' ' t I 
i'

.irjtli.)(.lt.Crlt i.,ri!rf l(r iltr' ij1,;Clivr: iii.tir. r;I lt't,l irraliirtl lli ili ri'lri''l-i S]l'lli C1!rri tr"' i ' 'lr''''"''l' "' ''
,-','jirlt ltc;:. luit) rrt.I



I .\llilloirL.vililiii ".r'iil'''i;fii'i'llii'i;il'i-:'\1;1""1rii 
;r'i i "

;r,r:,r' , iitl ,j:;r' tr"ili:t ltlrii'.) i l '\s.!lli'l'\ 1'

:.'..i1\trtliiltit.\',lttji:r;ttir:'iiscrotir;'l'liil:'lilltlllc{lirliil!)'lr'lllri,iliii'Llli:;\|1';'11"rri"i
r,r:lJi ;r;lir., r:,) liillllar nbligfitirlil: lrl r\SS{)Cll,ill li'-i'i:Lirt<lC| ii rl'l'i oi'i]rlr iirllr"'itrll !rr/riirrl ' '11

i;;ir r: :r.', li: r'i I , l\i l;i .jl,l.iil), .1,,1'

(:l)V('-;lilill.1),

alir;t rirr'iIi"r.tr

o

i.r) ASSr-iL.lii. I I; sli'ili iir:l i'J obsclvc dr pclfb'!ll i':i ttrrLl rr i;rl

{)hiigai;'.rrl -roritairlcJ irl tlris Agrecrttirtl ibt'iclr {it)) rlli';

t;\r'llcc ilicic(rl lta: l'rcin giv<:'i Lo /"SSl)iliATF il;:'t'L'lhtrrir;: t;i

ilr) l\ r,it,il.:itill bv ,rSSo(]IAII'i of arry proVi5iOjl iri. lll., J,t.i'rl:.,, Si:.tillI:'r.'i:' rr'

applic:rblcicric:'i:lt'rijtfltcprivBcylawLelallrrqlolltei'rii''it1i1;11::ri
A'5 SOCI:\'l ]: irirdcr ihis i\ gr'(1{rr rr slli'

9.'l l'':l:11inaii'-rn ol itris z\gLectltcrl" iii|eiLher'oi' tl''e lv"'c )]oasrrls sbi jir|ift ttr

Subsr:c:ii:n 9.3 abor,:: rt-toil fr. cUUS0.ilr ArrtltOliry to inirncdiately lcrmiirili-c {ilt ';aust::ttt'1

lJusjr:trss i\:..1.;t!1gcrilelrt 
'pr,rrr,rn, 

lq whirtll A'SSOf llA jl. i:j elltitle(i [o r'ilccivr ]'i1i llc'tt

,\r,"tct'ii

t,jklllcevcnti-lllleitile:Pal1-vi"rsknowioo3cr;l:r'tna''t::ir'll;-l'L;1.:oit[:s
,\!r:oi,rcnt 'ev rirc urft".'f't'ti, a:ld cu.t: is not pc'ssil'i"',ltt.^,.n:'ll-.|.'t*t"t'ntt l)l-;.::: ''juill

ir-.i::rr:ilia-,:li, 1.'ri".iiiiz"::l lhis z\.gr.':etlenr Whcn nejiltet ci:l'l i){-'('terinil;aiir,'l-' is (';a:ilrl"' lir4 n'i!-

blcrr:!rr:r'1 Parl -;hzrll icpot'l lltt: viclatioll lo llie Scc:ictl;y.

)'(,.1''':nrtLlrt:rcllniilatt4ncrriii]LlSl!'cl])/\Il.,l::J.eIl'(1{|I'':J.')L'll\;ltl'.Ill'r):.jilI';il.ll']

lhir; r\,4roctirt:rrl lr.v- llrlvirJirrg ii'l:itltl'"' r'r:licc l'r ille otilr'r l'a17

,.",, t'Illclii teLl,ii:tatiirn of liljs i\gr.ectn:ltt lbr alry r,r;1.'siri, A!S()t..i.\.] l] ll'.r':*s ':illteL L'l

tiji,-r'.11 tu i\.Lrt1Lr-rri1y ", 
to ti*sr'oy a't l-Hl icccivctl llctit "\lltt'oiity 'l 

i)'il'r\\':s" tlllurtr'l'' t:"'

D,.rlormallcc oi.-<sfvica.- ri,. ,lutr,rotity, lhat i.s irr lhc possession oL corltir-rl ol'ASsoClA'fj: or' '::r

i;ffi't'" 
't...rr*r.,,,"p,,iuiJ* 

rvriire,u,r,rii'crtion of samc) in rhc rasi-: nlPll[ rvhich is ti'rr

iiiisiblr, iii "rctrnr'l ,,r ticri,r,i','' r\li-<()CIAI'1r shall cxierltl the protcctio;rs t''f this Agiccrirclrt ['

",rrclr .)lfl rrrtrl iinriL tiuLht, ,r:es anrJ Jiscillstrrcs ill- sriclr l)l'll itr ihr;sc li{11}ri:so:: t}'-i nlltlic ihi:

rcLi,rrrr oL ccsi:.rii.:lir,,'' inf;r:rsib;i:, lor' so !or':g as AsSot-lA'l'.|:. lt*,;liti,irir,s :;-rcll llili :\SSt'\ill'\''i l:

fulthc;';t.1rtts'.rtl.oi:ri:l)"'vitiloihclappiil-alllcsiitlr":liltili:iitliavi'rvhiclllnlrylullliitreslril;ilti
i"',.1,r,i ti "'icri{ic.:i, 

'r",i0,,,1,,,,, ut uli'lo,. '.t:illtttt:i:l t'{':riti:lr l;'1ir' l'1is it;'rr'i:li';it siritll sitr"'ir't

tol irittar.it;r. oi' ilris AgLccrtlcnI J(il any re:ls!)ll

I 0. .(le",plr-::sg.]cil!--Bsd--[la&Bs!gi'
ail irr:tiv,iy i!l Larrlllc(;iiiili tvjlji :iri'l "cr-r'/':Lcil

io A Ltthlr i|y :1. :r. "cr':riiilri" ;rtlil lltr:Lttllie I

ser vicc ,ru .,\.Lrtlirrt ltv) AS;-sOl:1^^ l'li :rgrcc:r i

ilii (--fri 3{8i.ii crii!(:riil'y' itt cfr':ct :irtil ii

i'li:;1 1-:rrt5',Larr, (il l)it]1o1t, 1)leclLce' ul sjlc!'

.!,'1'{117 l!rr;li) [l'ai. is cornpliar-'t 
"'iiilr 

iiil:ra
irii,: i;:i.:.l, ,ili r.ci)';ij,1i1,r 'itlrl :if iilrll;tilttt : l:1"-r

c,ill{lllr'.i(;d ili ar:i.rl(liliict:
li;rrii:;irr;ir. .iiilil,li:1 r:t,

{n ihrr ri,ettl rlrat r\SS()(11.'\'l'L is erlgiriit:rl ic Itt'lrrrrr
j(.;countr' lr; dcllrti:u irl l6lll"'li ss(i3i,| (e'*:rt:plir:"i'- e

r ASSt)(.iAl"l'l ;t:i:t "scr vicc ,ritl'i'irl':;" 1;t{tt'rri'1n ii:i1'

I an,l cottrpl" :''itli Iirr, illii Ii1;ig ii''rii;::

9 :r'ix)/ b{) pril;llLLlgiit':cl iri tlrc l'rlLii':: (
o: (i) firlL"r rtrioP

li; irr:Liviiy lii::t itttliciii.cs thl po:'r,lil

I rlgtt!:r'.iclt.s :!! i)lot;rllli.litLtiil iir i. (-

r,ir:,ri11,i1 rJ lr

'\ rll llii:i)i (

.i, lr,.;1r. r.,:,, Ilr.'t I {.,r rlr', ll . i','. ti'i ir,'t tltt :rir'; ' l'lii;-' "\:'i':tr"rcrrl 
i' : rr:t '

t.

I



t j i,t' r) \itirlrrr ili'. :1ritl l;lliitt;

:,ir'irlit' iIi,'II.

iiLo ,,\uiliolity:

/4\
rii^St

j i. t-!.lrlftifrrillillitrrl ASS(Xiir\'l'l'islrall iriclcrtrrriiy, rk:lcrrti, lrrti l:olrl Ar'il"rriiy' 
'l;"'{lici

liirrrelrrts, (rlllll0Yccs,.tgclt:j, lillc(:cssol.ti iurrl lrssigrts ltnr'tnlr;ss. 1l'0tri artil ;.111;1i11il ;ii;,/ atrri I'll

irrSs<,^s. t:laittts, actiOtlS, tl,:1rzurrlS, lial:riliiicS, ,lanr,,13cn. t:osts' atltl cKl)crlri(;:; (ii:i;'rrrlilt;" t:tt't ' t"i

j-rtigtttcrrts, $Clllctllcttls, ,tnurt,,Url, ntttl |easr:lrtrbl,:iitf.rL,rcys' t'cc'r' irfisirlg Jl'ttrt 0l rt:latcrl io; ii';

iJ-!r) us: r-,:,.rllsc,k-,iurc n{'lrl l{ irr violarilrr oi'tlrc lciirrs of iiri:; AgLccttlctrI trl il1.;plictihlL: lri '';' iii;

a,i,t Llii)i'rth oi ( jUScr:ttLotl ll{l i:aused lly ihr: r:cts ot ottissirrlls r 1" ASS['r(-]iA'lF; irrrcL (iii) iri
lirilur.c o1 ASSOCIA'l'[ Oi.r,rf rrl iLs crlrployt:cs, s',tt-lr:r:ttttactors, oI ageltts lir lilidr: hy anrl

(romply rvit[ rhe ltrivncy tt,itcs n,ra rhe Seegiiry l\rle,s Autftority shnll ltavc tlti; right' itt ils

**p.nr., to participa{c in r[c tlc&nsc c,f any claim'.rl acti0n for whiclt Afi's{)(']IA'l'[irntt;t

i ndctruri!,\iil-lioli11'.

t2 l\io wurrarrtv. PIll :S Pl{OVlDhD':o AsscclA'l}- SOI.ELY OIJ A'\ Arl JSj'

1]A:,TS. .dJflIt)lU'lY DISCLAIh4S ALL OIIII-li WARRi\N]'lilS, F)Xl)llDSS ()tt llli't'li'll)'
INCI,LJI)lNiG, rjljT NOT t,ll'/jl'l'El) io, IIVIPI lTrll- 

^.\\/Ai{Rz\NTII:IS 
i')1;

|rt!,RCl tr\N'j'ABiT,ITY, AND ril']{[ss FoR A ]l;\i?-L iClJL/,.il PtJIIPOSE-

l3 lneligible Per{ons. ASSOCIAI'E tcptcsents anri !',"'alrattt'e to ;\rrthol.iiy tital

T,SSOCIA'I'E: (i) is not ffi,f y exclutlecl, elebaLrerl, or crtherrvise Te]leibte 
io 1-'erLicipzriu in ari;'

i'cci.:r.iil Lcaltir care prograln as defined i1 42 U.S.C. Sectioir 1320:'-7b(t) ("tLrc Ircdeial IlcaLlIIirzi|c

1)r.ilgra:.i:s"); (ii) has noi been convictctl of a crinlirial ollcrrse relatetl io tltc ilo'lis:o;r oi heiililr

r:are itc'rs oL:scr-riccs atrc not yci bcen excLtidcrl. cit:bttllcd, or otiletrvisc tli:t:larcii int:li.1ii:le tr-r

i-)etticipatc in tlrc licri,:Lal I'Icrlthcare 1'r'oi5tanrs, ancl (iii) is n0l ;nder irlvc:itisaiio;t or'1)lirir!\;lse

arvlr,c ol iury r;ir.cumslances which rr,ul, r.Js,.,it iir ASSO(llATli beine i:xclircicd lir''tn participatioit

in ti.ic l,eC.Tal Ilealthcar.e Prog|arns. I'iils sliail Dc itrt uttqot,,lj r(rtireserltzrli(rtr irtLd \vu:ltini)?

,lr,.jr;a ti,- telnr of thi.s r\gr.cmc:,1, and ASSOtlI'A i'll shall inrme di:ttlV noiit' r\rrtlto|it1' ot aR'7

.1.*,g* in the statLrs oi ii,i ,.pr.".r.,lrafion, a:trl t'rtrlruily sct ibi til in 1:ris Scctiort' r\-tlf i;rr:ach iti'

ririsScc,rionshallgii,eArrthi;Liiyih:righttcrtet;r-iiualtthir\rJtc';rr,r-rnti::Lrnclll;ti"'i'rlt-i:ltt'sc'

1,1, ir'li.scellarrco'ls.

i4 t N,iices Ali iiotices, lcrlLrcsts, domarrils ai\11 0iilcl cL,ttllrlLttliciL'.i(tli:j rc{lLlilc(i or

r)c,lr.iLtcd rr; bc giverL r..rr rtrarlc irnrlcl tlris Aglcctncnt shlll bc iu wtitiu5l, sllall bc clltctivc trtrr.tn

i*rioi'.' ,,reipreJ clclivcry, a,4 s;all bc settt by: (i) prr:intiirl dclivcryl iii) ctrrtiticrl or

r*giri"re4 Uniteri SttteS ui^iI rdlrr.r] rcccipt rcqucstcl; or (iii) ovc'tiglrt dclivery scrvic* rvitli

"ri"i "f 
clelivery. No1icc.s sitell bc seut to the arltltcsse,i h:itt',i'. Ncitltci l,)nrly sltall Lr:lirri

il.liu*ty oi arry rrotit:c lictctrrrdcr'

fulr'. liutrci[ (i' 'f osttr ('lri.:l'

Jniirlr ttalii,r r (,)il.rct;L SoLLi.iI

( icnly,irr ivii:tllr:irl (lcrrlrrl lr ()

l\rtx l'l')'l
VlLlili;sia. (iA tI(tLl.\ i l? l

I



I lr',,' \\5r.){.;"r'i. r,lL il,'.llrtL:r i t'\'r'"'r'll';:ilri'lii' ilt,''i' ' t

i';tt j{a'.'.;ri's ii:'lrr'li "\r;:'ttt'l: l''r':l'i"rrr:' i :':r'

i '. r ). i ltr,. .i i S'l

\i:,lrrl:tlt i i.-'.ilr.i:i 'i 
I t'ii 

'

.\ i'rrritiiii,: j :':l:i:itii'r'c I ) t''-'l ir ;t'

14.2 \YaiYcr, No pr.ovisi;r'r Of rhis Agrcclnct)l oI iltly blcach lhcr'ctll'shnll lrc tlccr 
":'i

ir,:rir;c(i rlnl(:s:. .\uch \.viri\,"*t is irl ,u, iiirrg llcl si[rrcll by ilrc Flrty slnirnr:{l to hilvc lraivcil s::'r

lrr.nvisionori)rr)acll.Norvaivcrol'ir brciclrshall cortstitrrrsitw{rivcrrrforaxcrtscltltyriil'fctflrt 
;r

sl:bli(':(lilar .: [:t,:lli: ji.

l4.l Assignmclt. Neithcr f'auy lnay ossign.(whcftel .by op$Tati91 o1' law or

otircnvisc) any of its rigirts or rielcgatc of subgortr;cl any ot'irs obligatiols tlndcr this Agrcctrictrt

ivitSout thc p'ior *rift* co,,s.iiri,f ,l,. orher Pruty' Nogittt'tlonairlg the forcgoing' Atdltolity

slnll have thc riglrt r" 
"*tie;i 

it; dgirs an,t obligatiogs hcrcrutclsr {o any erltjty that is nrt affiliat<:

!),. :,ir{.:i,i:liij{-)I rrl Ariiiroiii',', ilrllorit t!:e plioI a;;:l'rtut'i 61^ '':'$$i-l('L\-iir'

|.1..,J St:i,crabiiity' t\ny pt.lvisi,.l:: Llf l.l.'i Agr.eerrli:nl i1la1 i-t cciermincd tr'l llc ir.yaliil .1,'

iltil;t.i'irlci::.1rit: rvill be jr:elicctivc to lhc crl.:ilt .:,1. sttch clcl.eiT'littali.rn !r,ilh(rtrl i,l''.ii,-j:'iitlp, th..

r(:li,.rl]1lr'12 ;'rr'tlvlsioils c,f L]:ls l\gigclrlelil cI aiieciine Lr:" reiiiiii'i t'rt eirlil:'ri:iririlit'v t:i "Lilh

lc:r:: i :iiiLg 1tt't:r'i;:1orrs.

!r1..:; Anrcndrtre.til, 'l'lris Aglrel'':11' !-l-r:1y irt: ,ll'l'ji'lc'i rl: :r::l(:ililed irll''r itv 'r 'r'tirl:-'

;r.!r -.i:lrul:L :igrre<i by the J)a|tics hcreto. ii:rr'/ 1)i"lil. rcallrliiiir)rlil 1;' i r:lL'lgntt;ti Lrli'ii'i flili'\.,\' cl

/{!i(1.1 11 ;ir.,.t 3i11qi]1ll:ii ril :jtir"ipr'cl.ilcl itt a ttr:u',ti;r ii,,il i:t'''le:s iltis ''\':reclti':r'L'' iil[:(ri'''i]5ri:ilt

rlr!l-it!\tLil, ii.,: la',:ic:: rhall al,irlri ti"it- Aglocnieili iil 'i:c c:\'!citi' iltccs;;i1l) : !\ li'l''l ' ''ilr'"-ll

,;rrt..,,i. ..':l-.1; .'111.;r1: r;'1i;tis

I4 5 F.ntire taig;,ct:lilCl]i. 
'1 liis 1i.gie :::-tcnl a:iti i::r i:Jirs:rLl::;-t .'\ r;,11rqr'::l':i)ir.1i;l cLrrlstiLtLic

irr:r 
'rri1:rlctc 

,ag,.a-r'-'.r,,-irrrtivsen t\SS(-ii-llr\ i i. irtr ;\irllic:ril..i' r'e i:riirr;; l!l ih0 lTilii'.')is s,ct:liir-:ii : I

tiris Agr.ccrirc1ri, a|d supclscrlt:s:rll Irior Lt:prcscntatiott$ot tlgl.ocnrcltls' rvhcrharor0l clr writtctt'

with respr(it i.r) :-.rr.iir rflattent. Irt llic cvetrt ,Ji tirty eonl]ict betrvecn 1i1s teLlns ol ttris Agrcentcnl

.,..,r .h: r,,r.,.:r ril r,rc LJ':;i:t:::;1; Ar'iit::gLrlll.ciils (rl rtrly Stlcli iOtCl agfCCrtrCnt(S), llfO (CtlIS Of thiS
'Li ! .-]U tqrr' , ,

Itnreemcnt shall uontrol utllcss thc lcrnts of $Itch l-ii'sirres's 
"\rl'rii1c-lull1'- 

r'-g lrloril si'r:t "":
,..:;:;,'*';;illJr*r,prr;iur rtre nriu,,cy grp'r1,1, 1-'11i611,, S:rri';'v (1,:ri-tl,'i.i'+, ';. "1'rr'-1 

's

st)Ocili{x,ily other.wise *gr;a ln wrilirrg. Nu rlrfll.,rr,r. ,1, .,i:1 ,. (): ,ir 1rr ' (,r ':,,' ' r, 1 ,'i ii ,'

:'ffiil;ilffi;'ffin-biq4irrg,66cillsll'nlir' ) ''''i'i,'';''t'r"riiit'''t i-'rr ) ":irr.' i1'r I \'

lrarrsaction is tr: be i,npricd-rrnnriirc cxe.:rrtion oi'ilt-ri,''rv i'r rrri) ^\p-:i,.*r''r'i i jrr: \L/ir -{r'iir I ''

li;i l],il l,:L,tl.'Ii1 al.. a]ld,t.,.lll i-1. birltli;r3 tt;rt,r: t,li: i-,,.it.:ic:. t]i.l;l.ai.J.'1;lius ati..i :i::;r.l''.i.\. il.'(j(j'i)(ji:

and l)c'nittc(l assiii's ,rlo rl,lj,,t ltarty sirall iru.i;c'.si.-icrsd :'. thitdJ)''l1y irctlctlt La;" 1i;'1i''; "iri:-

nigr'".,,t*or, 
',,,,' 

slt,, li tiriy dliltl i"" iy ht'vt a^,r r i;lr i:: ir \ :1 rcstlil t 
'J' 

this /'' grct'tttcnl

Lf i Crlll'; irirrg i'4"v. f jji:j '/\iri\l(:rlt!'!ri sllaii l(l 1{i'tlirlcLl ir.. ri\ iil -:"" ' t '

1,..,'*i..rr\r(-- virir tlic 1i,.,;,] r,i lltc .';iirLr: it, .uii','ji ;\rlihl;ii-r' ': li;'' :'l:ti' :'ii'"r'lir'i-l i"; "'''il'' 
- ''

iar,vs rtrrlviJ;itltl:, lrtLi.ilicli'-l;; ;litii \/l:tlr'it irl: :'l]\r rli:ii)t :' lL ir'tr::1l i'r llri" '\1 :)L:ll :ri ' : 1'

i:>ld.lr,.jt..:i-i rCstr,,,;,i: ,llr, S{itlCilllil i'rfli:'it] r-il:trl:;':ll!lr''"::")':"''lr:'ir-'\i l:-'i'i t"'i.jr'r' ll'!

t l'ii;rii:ri;i'' Ii:ii-i
,t,i,1lii:i;t;:,i:."''-
' 1j;- rr.,rL;lil1r -.

,\ i;(li.!a i-,r, i I trprl, i-";r,i: .rl)-i .', i: 1.'i",1

.,,),'.i r,,:',., I'ri ii-

i.;r'i ,:'. i,-'1 1i.',ii . : i i' ": l'" "'



I .\rrrlr,liir .;lriili 6;r.,'r.r :lr.: r.iprltt r1 irppJy lu n.c{}ul'f nf colltpctctrL.lrtr'ir;tliclir'rr J'r1 :;l'L" rl r'

ii,:. .srrc,lr rriircr. :c.1icj'its 1\rrlll(rlity :,hail rlucttt rqlyrroltrinLc, Srrch liglrt ol'' Attllri-rr i11' 1;',1ir l'<r itr

;li{,.ij{i{.r,i to tlti-: r'r:nrcriir:s oli:trtwisc ii!i\jlill)lc {n Arrltrori(y al [arv or: irt 14rti{y' ASSf)t.1A ll'
(rrili!.siil\,u',rives tltt: clcfcnsq: l6at ir icrrrctly i:i r{tttttltgcs "vill llr; il(lcqlrtrtL: lrrtl Ilu111itl ;v;1iv1;s ;rrr''

rtii6ri'c,nr',nr iii a6 actiol for'.-1:';t:,lrc ilerliolniartcc or illiurrulioii bL tlrt: po'sti11!i ril ir hottrl 1:1'

r\utl:oiit;,.

14.9 Nnturc of z\gLc:rrrent. Notiriug in iiis Agrecnrent shall be cotts{r"lerl Io crcittu

(i) a partncrsbip, ioint ./cnturc ol oiircr Soiut iruJiness rclationship betwcci-. iire I'a|tlls or any o1'

lhciL affiiialt,l;.' ,ii 1ii; a ;elir1iori.shi1, of e,L:piov.r' an,l enuloyee betrvccn thc i'iulics This

Aglircrtentdoes rurl oxl)rcss or irnply rrly..,,r'uniltenL l0 l)urchascol selJ gr)ods ot'selvicos
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

CERTIFICATE OF COMPI,IA,NCE

To: Director Jay Neal, Criminal Justic Coordinating Council

The Honorable Clayton A. Tomlinson, Chief Judge Alapaha Judicial Circuit

c)Y H
From: Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol Committee F l\>.---= H------ -#*'":'a

clE S3
Re: SART Committee Certificate of Compliance ; F=

€^F
Jr.t \ J

Date: September 30,2025 **>t 3
S 

"*\- ti
=E\st

The undersigned as Chairman of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assau'lt Protocol

Committee hereby certifies that it has met at least once duringthe 2025 calendar year for the

purpose of both drafting and adopting the Protocol, as well as, evaluating the effectiveness of the

Protocol and appropriately modifying and updating the same, per the mandate under O.C.G.A. $

ts-24-2(f).

This Certificate of Compliance is being submitted to the Criminal Justice Coordinating

Council (CJCC) before December 37,2025, and is in Compliance with O.C.G.A. $ I5-2a-2G)

Respectfully submitted this 30th day of September,2025
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District Attorney Chase L. Studstill
Chairman, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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