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2025-2026 ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT ~ "'HEDHOFHEE
SEXUAL ASSAULT PROTOCOL  2250CT I AMII: I3
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF ATKINSON COUNEX/ & M iiHar
STATE OF GEORGIA & JUVENILE COURT

ORDER

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Georgia enacted O.C.G.A. 15-24-2 requiring

the establishment of a Sexual Assault Protocol; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned established a Sexual Assault Protocol committee pursuant

to O.C.G.A. 15-24-2; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has approved the attached Protocol as the protocol

for cases of sexual assault in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, this document is accepted by the
Court as the protocol to be used in responding to, investigating, and prosecuting cases arising

from an alleged sexual assault and shall be spread upon the minutes and filed with the Clerk of

the Superior Court of Atkinson County.

s

SO ORDERED, thisthe / _ day of Oclsber ,2025.

Llde i Fospos

Honofable Clayton A. Tomlinson
Chief Judge, Atkinson County Superior Court
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Order prepared by:
Chase L. Studstill
District Attorney
Alapaha Judicial Circuit



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE TEAM PROTOCOL

This Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol (hereinafter
“Protocol”) is adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 15-24-2 for the purpose of outlining the
procedures to be used in responding to, investigating and prosecuting cases of sexual assault. The
purpose of this Protocol shall be to ensure coordination between all agencies involved in sexual
assault cases as to increase the efficiency of all agencies handling such cases and to minimize the
stress created for the sexual assault victim by the legal and investigatory process. A failure by an

agency to follow the protocol shall not constitute an affirmative or other defense to prosecution

of a sexual assault, preclude the admissibility of evidence, nor shall a failure by an ggéf‘lcym &
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e Facilitate the provision of consistent, comprehensive, sensitive, and non- judgmeéntats

treatment of victims of sexual assault as they progress through the medical, law enforcement,

advocacy, and legal system.

e Standardize the collection of evidence in order to aid in the medical treatment of victims and

prosecution of cases; and,

e Develop a coordinated effort among health providers, law enforcement personnel,

prosecutors, and victim advocates ensuring that victims receive efficient and comprehensive

medical care, evidentiary examination, emotional support, and referral information.

e Use of Protocol

This Protocol will be utilized by the following agencies: Adel Police Department, Alapaha Police
Department, Atkinson County Health Department, Atkinson County Sheriff’s Office, Berrien
County Health Department, Berrien County Sheriff’s Office, Berrien County 911 Center, Clinch
County Health Department, Clinch County Sheriff’s Office, Clinch Memorial Hospital, Cook
County Health Department, Cook County Sheriff’s Office, Cook County 911 Center, Enigma
Police Department, The Haven Rape Crisis Center, Homerville Police Department, Lakeland
Police Department, Lanier County Health Department, Lanier County Sheriff’s Office, Lenox
Police Department, Nashville Police Department, Office of the District Attorney for the Alapaha
Judicial Circuit, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners and their supervising physician(s), Pearson
Police Department, Ray City Police Department, South Georgia Medical Center, Sparks Police
Department, Tri-County 911 Center, Willacoochee Police Department.
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e Monitoring the Protocol

Some members of the Sexual Assault Response Team shall meet quarterly at the Alapaha Circuit
District Attorney’s Office or other designated place to review current sexual assault
investigations relative to the implementation and utility of the sexual assault protocol. Any team
member involved in the investigation shall be invited to attend. The mission of the Sexual
Assault Response Team shall conduct full reviews of sexual abuse, exploitation, and/or neglect
allegations and to develop effective and efficient responses. All members of the Sexual Assault
Response Team agree that all information discussed and/or obtained in these case review
meetings will remain confidential except as authorized or as required for the purposes of a

criminal investigation and/or prosecution as otherwise required by law.

The sexual assault protocol committee shall meet annually to evaluate the effectiveness of the
protocol and to recommend measures to improve compliance. (O.C.G.A. § 15-24-2). Members of
the Committee wanting to recommend improvements are encouraged to do so in writing with
fellow members in order to effectively communicate annual compliance. Attendance may be

achieved electronically at the request of a member.

DEFIN N OF SEXUAL ASS
Sexual assault is defined as sexual contact or intimacy initiated by one or more persons against
another without their consent. This includes instances where victims are unable to give consent
due to age or mental or physical incapacity. Sexual assault does not discriminate among race,
sex, sexual orientation, socio economic class or age. Persons may be sexually assaulted by

strangers, acquaintances, or members of their family.

Pursuant to 0.C.G.A. § 17-5-70(3), "Sexual assault" means rape, sodomy, aggravated sodomy,
statutory rape, child molestation, aggravated child molestation, sexual assault against a person in
custody, sexual assault against a person detained in a hospital or other institution, sexual assault
by a practitioner of psychotherapy against a patient, incest, bestiality, sexual battery, and

aggravated sexual battery.
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PROCESS OF CASE MANAGEMENT

Ensuring that sexual assault victims will be treated with sensitivity and compassion requires that
victim services, law enforcement, medical, and prosecutorial personnel be aware of the special

needs of these victims.

Victims of violent crimes, not only must cope with the physical trauma perpetrated against them
but they must also deal with the emotional and psychological repercussions of the crime. The
emotional and psychological repercussions of a sexual assault can be devastating. The
humiliation and degradation victims may feel often are compounded by feelings of guilt. Often
society perpetuates the myth that sexual assault victims somehow are responsible for the crime
committed against them or that they must act in a certain manner following the assault. For this
reason, victims of sexual assault often are reluctant to report the crime, and therefore, must

receive immediate support from agency personnel if they choose to report.

While victims of sexual assault may feel guilty, frightened, ashamed, dirty, angry,
anxious, embarrassed, or any number of other emotions, it is important to remember that there is
no "typical" way for victims to feel, react, or look after a sexual assault. Some victims may

appear to be calm while others may look visibly upset or enraged.

Victim confidentiality should be strictly protected. Professional staff should make direct
inquiries of the victim regarding how to address the disclosure of confidential infonnation.
Assumptions should not be made concerning whether it is appropriate to disclose information to
family, friends, employers, and/or educational providers about the assault or the victim's sexual

preference.
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e First Report
In most cases, the victim usually makes the first report of a sexual assault to a dispatch or

emergency communications center (911). Dispatch or communications center staffers are critical

in aiding the victim to regain control and composure after an assault.

If the victim is the caller, the dispatcher should:
e Obtain the victim's name and location immediately.
. Determine if the victim is currently safe and whether or not the victim needs immediate
medical attention.
e Dispatch the appropriate law enforcement units, and, if necessary, emergency medical help.
) Assure the victim that help is coming, and instruct the victim not to eat, drink, bathe,

urinate, or douche.

. Ask victim if they are still wearing the same clothing they were wearing during the
assault. If they are, tell the victim not to change and come as they are. If they are not wearing the
same clothing, instruct the victim to leave the clothing as is and in its present location.

e Advise the victim not to move or touch anything at the assault location and not to disturb

items used as weapons.

Once the victim decides he/she wants a sexual assault examination, and law enforcement
determines that The Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate and a SANE will be needed, law

enforcement will inform the dispatcher to notify the on-call Haven Staff.

"JANE DOE" REPORTING
A sexual assault victim shall have the right to have a medical forensic examination
regardless of whether the victim participates in the criminal justice system or cooperates with
law enforcement in pursuing prosecution of the underlying crime (O.C.G.A. § 17-5-72). Pursuant
to O.C.G.A. § 17-5-74, the tenn "unreported sexual assault kit" means a sexual assault kit
collected from a victim who has consented to the collection of the sexual assault kit but who has

not reported the alleged crime to law enforcement.
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If a sexual assault victim calls 911 or the Crisis Hotline requesting a medical forensic
examination for sexual assault, but does not wish to make a report to law enforcement, dispatch
is to contact the appropriate law enforcement agency. A Haven Rape Crisis Advocate and a
SANE will also be contacted. The victim will be directed to the Haven Rape Crisis Center for a
medical examination. Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection
Kit will be completed. The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the
SANE with the victim's information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law
Enforcement Officer. The Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information
sheet regarding the sexual assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet
shall include the victim's sex, date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the
victim's name. The GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law

enforcement to the GBI Crime Laboratory.

If the victim goes to the hospital requesting a medical forensic examination for sexual
assault, but doesn't want to make a report to law enforcement, the hospital shall contact the
appropriate law enforcement agency and a Haven Rape Crisis Advocate. The Advocate will then
contact the on-call SANE. If needed, the Advocate will transport the victim to the Haven Rape
Crisis Center for the examination after the victim has signed a confidentiality agreement.
Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be completed.
The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the SANE with the victim's
information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law Enforcement Officer. The
Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information sheet regarding the sexual
assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet shall include the victim's sex,
date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the victim's name. The GBI
Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law enforcement to the GBI Crime

Laboratory per current GBI policies and procedures.

If the victim does not cooperate with law enforcement in the investigation or prosecution
of a sexual assault, the investigating law enforcement agency shall maintain any physical
evidence collected as a result of such sexual assault that contains biological material, including,

but not limited to, stains, fluids, or hair samples that relate to the identity of the perpetrator of the
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sexual assault, for not less than 12 months from the date any such physical evidence is collected

(0.C.G.A. §1 7-5-72(b)).

A sexual assault victim shall not be required to pay, directly or indirectly, for the cost of a
forensic medical examination. The cost of a forensic medical examination shall be paid for by

the Georgia Crime Victims Emergency Fund (0.C.G.A. §17-5-72)

No prosecuting attorney, investigating law enforcement agency, or government official
shall ask or require any victim of a sexual assault to submit to a polygraph examination or any
other truth-telling device as a condition precedent to investigating a sexual assault. The refusal of
a victim to submit to a polygraph examination or any other truth-telling device shall not prevent
an investigation or prosecution of any sexual assault (O.C.G.A. § 17-5-73). At the time of
medical forensic examination, no alleged victim shall be required to assign or waive any rights
afforded to him or her in the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights or that might prevent the alleged

victim from seeking relief from the Crime Victims Compensation Board (0.C.G.A. § 35-1 -2).

e Notification of On-call Sexual Assault Response Team

If the victim is at the medical facility:

Hospitals receiving patients reporting incidents of sexual assault shall immediately
contact law enforcement in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 31-7-9 mandating all non-accidental
injuries be reported. Patients will retain the right to initiate, participate in, and/or cooperate with
any law enforcement investigation of such assault.

e The nursing staff should contact the appropriate 911 Dispatch and The Haven Rape Crisis
Center at 229-244-1765.

e The E.R. physician or physician extender will provide a medical screening examination.

e Ifno treatment is indicated in the Emergency Department and a SANE is on-call then the
patient will be escorted to The Haven Rape Crisis Center by the responding law enforcement
agency for a medical forensic examination and evidence collection if within the 120 hour time

frame.
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e If the patient has obvious injuries or requires medical treatment in the Emergency
Department, the responding law enforcement agency will contact the on-call Haven Rape Crisis
Advocate who will contact the on-call SANE. The medical forensic examination will be
performed at the hospital.

e Ifthere is no SANE on-call, then the emergency department will proceed with the medical
forensic examination and evidence collection.

e Ifthe victim is not able to give consent for the medical forensic examination or cannot make
a report to law enforcement based on their cognitive, developmental, or physical disability, it is
essential to find out if the victim has a legal guardian and, if so, who the legal guardian is for the
victim that can provide consent for medical procedures. The medical forensic examination can be

conducted in emergency situations.

If the victim is at the scene:
e The incident is reported through the appropriate 911 Center and forwarded to a law

enforcement agency. Law enforcement will request 911 to contact The Haven Rape Crisis Center
via crisis line at 229-244-1765.

e Uniformed patrol is dispatched to the victim.

e Uniformed patrol advises his/her supervisor of facts and the determination is made whether
to contact the on-call Detective/Investigator and the on-call Haven Rape Crisis Advocate.

o The Appropriate 911 Center notifies the Detective/Investigatory and Haven Rape Crisis
Advocate. If there is a SANE on-call, the Advocate will contact the on-call SANE. Response
time for the Advocate is no more than 45 minutes following initial notification. Response time
for the on-call SANE is no more than 60 minutes following initial notification.

e IfaSANE is on-call, the victim should be transported to The Haven Rape Crisis Center. If
the victim has visible physical injuries, then the victim should be transported to the nearest
available medical facility capable of providing basic life support.

e IfaSANE is not on-call, then the victim should be transported to an emergency room to

proceed with the examination and collection of evidence.
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In any case in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, or Lanier Counties (The Alapaha Judicial
Circuit) where any child under 12 years of age presents to law enforcement or DFCS with an
acute sexual assault case (defined as any type of penetration within 72-96 hours for any child

under 12) the following protocol shall be followed:

¢ The Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes County (hereinafter “CAC”) shall be contacted
via their crisis line at 229-300-4366.

e The CAC Representative will determine that the case meets the above criteria and will
contact the on call Pediatric SANE nurse, Forensic Interviewer with the Child Advocacy Center,
District Attorney Chase L. Studstill, or any other Assistant District Attorney. A victim advocate

from the District Attorney’s office may also be contacted.

e An interview of the child will be conducted at the Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes
County following the Forensic Interview Protocol by a Forensic Interviewer from the CAC. The
on-call forensic interviewer has 15 minutes to respond to the initial notification/call. Once the
forensic interviewer completes the screening process, the forensic interviewer has one hour to
arrive on-site at the CAC to conduct the forensic interview. Discretion will be used by the on-call

forensic interviewer whether a forensic interview will be conducted after 11:00PM.

e The on call Pediatric SANE nurse will be present for this interview along with other

members of the MDT team.

e After the forensic interview of the child, the child will be transported to the appropriate

facility and a sexual assault exam will be conducted by the on call Pediatric SANE.
e The CAC agrees to provide a copy of the interview notes to the on call Pediatric SANE nurse

and the on call Pediatric SANE nurse agrees to provide a copy of the medical history to the

CAC.
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12 Years Old or Older):

For any case involving a child 12 years of age or older, Law Enforcement shall contact
the Haven Victim Advocate via crisis line at 229-244-1765 as usual per the SART Protocol.
Should Law Enforcement belicve that a Forensic Interview is needed prior to the SANE exam,

they shall contact The Children's Advocacy on call line at 229-3 00-4366.

e Ifthe abuse occurred greater than 96 hours prior to the disclosure of said abuse, a non-
emergent exam can be conducted at the Lowndes CAC (3325 Skipper Bridge Road,
Valdosta, Georgia) by a medical provider. Most children with current marks, bruises, or other
visible palpable injuries may have a non-acute exam at the CAC. If a child/teen has burns or
broken bones due to possible physical abuse, they will need to be seen in the nearest Hospital
Emergency Department. If the child is younger than three years of age, they may require an
x-ray or MRI at the hospital. Law Enforcement and DFCS may call the CAC main phone

number at 229-245-5364 to schedule a non-emergent exam.

¢ Law Enforcement Agency Responses

e The Role of Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers play a crucial role in overcoming a victim's psychological
hurdles and obtaining a victim's cooperation in a sexual assault investigation. Since a victim's
ability to cope with the crime and its aftermath may prove critical to the ultimate success of
criminal prosecution, it is imperative that law enforcement agencies treat the victim of sexual

assault with the utmost compassion.

Law enforcement officers must remain sensitive to the individuality of each victim and
the massive impact a sexual assault may have upon the victim and the victim's family and
friends. Law enforcement officers should take into account not only the particular assault
suffered by each victim, but the victim's age, physical abilities and culture (e.g.,
cognitive/developmentally and physical disability considerations, deaf/hard of hearing

considerations, elderly considerations, lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender/queer/ questioning
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(LGBT+) considerations, male victim considerations, African American considerations,
immigrant and refugee considerations, Latino/Hispanic considerations, sex trafficking victims

considerations, and faith considerations).

e The Responding Law Enforcement Officer

The first law enforcement officer to reach a sexual assault victim is usually a uniformed
officer. This officer, as with others who investigate the case, should quickly develop a positive

rapport with the victim while initiating the gathering of evidence.

(1.) Immediate Response

e The responding officer should first address the victim's physical and medical needs.
Emergency first aid should be offered, if necessary, while awaiting an emergency medical
response unit.

e The responding officer should be calm, sympathetic and understanding. To increase the
victim's emotional comfort and security prior to a transfer to a medical facility/ Rape Crisis
Center, the officer should explain to the victim the actions anticipated on the victim's behalf,
including a physical examination.

e The officer should also ask the victim to refrain from washing, showering, brushing teeth,
using a mouthwash, smoking, eating, chewing gum, breathe mints, hard candy, drinking,
douching, urinating, or defecating to prevent the loss of valuable physical evidence. The
evidentiary importance of preserving personal clothing and articles from the crime scene should
be explained. Even if a victim has bathed, douched, or changed clothing, the officer should
transport the victim to the appropriate medical facility for a medical forensic examination.

e The responding officer should also ask the victim basic questions about the sexual assault.
Not more than two officers should conduct questioning in the greatest privacy available, and
questioning should be limited in scope to crucial information immediately needed by law
enforcement.

¢ The crime scene will be processed per the investigating agency's operating policy.
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e If the responding officer proceeds to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center where the

victim is taken, the officer should:
a. Remain at the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center until the investigating law
enforcement officer(s) has arrived; and
b. Thoroughly brief the investigating law enforcement officer(s) on any information
about the victim, the assault, the assailant, and the crime scene, which the officer has
obtained. These briefings should take place in a private setting where other patients or

hospital personnel cannot overhear confidential information.

(2.) Delaved Reporting

Forensic evidence may remain for a general time period of up to 120 hours in the victim's
body or there may be evidence of tearing or other internal abrasions. For this reason, the victim
should be encouraged to seek medical care. A medical forensic examination includes the
collection of medical history to guide the medical provider, such as a SANE or other qualified
individual, in delivering medical care tailored to address the specific inquiries and medical needs
of the patient. The medical forensic examination provides treatment including but not limited to
Prophylaxis, Safety Plan Assessment, Fatality/Risk Assessment, Mental Health Assessment for
Rape Trauma Syndrome, STI testing, Strangulation Assessment, and Intimidate Partner Violence

(IPV) Assessment.

(3.) The Medical Examination and L.aw Enforcement

Law enforcement officers should not be present during the medical examination of a
sexual assault victim, unless there is a specific evidentiary or investigative necessity that requires
their attendance. Any person, particularly a sexual assault victim, deserves a personal
examination free of unnecessary, non-medical strangers.

e The Investigator's Response

1. An Investigator will usually be summoned to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center
where the victim has been taken. The Investigator should respond immediately to the facility.
The Investigator should conduct a thorough interview with the victim and should document the
facts of the investigation and, if necessary, request The Haven Rape Crisis Center record the

interview with both audio and video equipment.
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During the initial contact, the Investigator should:

e C(Clearly identify himself/herself to the victim

e Verify the information obtained by the dispatcher and/or responding officer which may help
the police locate the suspect;

e Attempt to explain to the victim what is being done on the victim's behalf

e Inform the victim that another interview may be conducted at a later time.

e Interviews conducted by SANEs should be limited to medical history and sexual assault
history pertinent to guiding the exam only and for the purpose of any medical diagnosis and
treatment. It is imperative that every SANE remains focused on their role as a medical
professional, while also protecting the privacy and confidentiality of the patient in their care.

e The victim's interview at The Haven Rape Crisis Center may be video/audio recorded with
informed consent. It will ultimately be left up to the victim/patient whether they wish to have
their Medical forensic history recorded. Notice to the victim shall be accomplished by placing at
least one sign, printed in both English and Spanish, in the area where the interview shall be
conducted advising the victim that the interview may be video/audio recorded. Victims may be
asked to sign a written form consenting to the video/audio recording of the interview. If a victim
choses to not have his/her medical forensic history recorded then every effort should be made to
notify the assigned law enforcement Investigator in order to allow their presence for the medical
forensic history interview.

e The Investigator may consult with the victim advocate to explain the actions being taken by
the police and to seek their cooperation and assistance in future contacts with the victim.

e Transportation arrangements will be made to a safe location for the victim.

e The Investigator should verify that the chain of custody of the evidence obtained at the
medical facility/Rape Crisis Center is maintained correctly. The Investigator should ensure that
all evidence collected is inventoried and prepared for transfer to the crime laboratory if
appropriate. Investigators should confirm with the evidence custodian that the evidence 1s

transferred to the lab in a timely manner.
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e Victim Follow Up:

The primary law enforcement officer will keep in touch with the victim as needed and as
is applicable for the investigation process. The primary law enforcement officer should refer the

victim to a Victim Advocate as determined necessary by the investigator.

e The Case Report:

The primary investigation officer in a sexual assault case has the crucial responsibility of
compiling all the information learned through the investigation. The case report will be the main
source of information for the prosecutors handling the case. Therefore, it is imperative that every
effort is made to be as thorough, accurate and informative as possible in building the report.

® z risi nter Respo

Although several different agencies come in contact with sexual assault victims at various
stages after a sexual assault is reported, the Haven Rape Crisis Center is the coordinating agency
for sexual victims, providing consistent support, consistent treatment, and advocacy throughout
the process. The Haven Rape Crisis Center provides emotional support and crisis intervention to
sexual assault victims and their families.

e Initial response

The safety and well-being of the victim should be the first concern of the victim service
provider. The role of the victim service provider is to:

e With the consent of the victim, help identify and address the immediate concerns of the
victims, (e.g., are they in a safe place, are there family and friends whom the victim wishes to be
contacted, are medical care or transportation to the hospital needed, is clothing needed to wear
home from the hospital);

e Instruct the victim to not destroy evidence by eating, drinking, bathing, urinating, douching ,
or washing clothes;

e Provide emotional support and crisis intervention to victim and their families;

e Be present during medical forensic examination (at the request of the SANE and/or victim);
and

e Help arrange transportation to and from the hospital or medical facility;

Page 13 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

For their own safety, and to avoid interfering with the investigation, victim advocates
shall not go to the crime scene unless accompanied by law enforcement. Victim advocates are
not investigators or attorneys and do not investigate cases or give legal advice. The advocate at
no time will ask the victim questions related to the details of the assault. The role of the victim
advocate should be explained to the victim. The advocate should determine whether the victim
wishes to receive victim services.

Sexual offenders may be predatory and/or serial offenders. As such, any notification of a
sexual assault to the advocate should be reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency.
While the victim may decide not to pursue a criminal complaint of the incident, it may be

important to other ongoing investigations that law enforcement is made aware of the assault.

e Basic Services
Rape Crisis Advocates need to achieve an effective balance between advocating for

victims and working within the parameters of the criminal justice system. Basic services

provided by the Rape Crisis Center to victims, their families and friends may include:

e On-site examination room for use by Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners for medical
assessment, medical treatment, proper support assessments, and collection of evidence;

e A twenty-four hour crisis line;

o Accompanying a victim to a medical facility and providing support throughout the
medical examination;

e Provide clothing and hygiene items;

e Ifa survivor wishes the assistance, an advocate will accompany the survivor for any follow-
up medical visits;

e Throughout and after the medical visit, advocates help survivors deal with symptoms of
anxiety, fear, depression, loss of control, and decreased assertiveness;

e Advocates may accompany victim during initial police contact at medical facility;

e Video interviewing facilities for interviewing the victim;

e Victims will be referred to a counseling service. Valdosta State University students will be

made aware of counseling services offered by the university;
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e Victims will be offered the choice to participate in support groups provided free of charge by
the Haven Rape Crisis Center;

e Advocates provide victims with assistance in understanding reporting options, victims' rights,
filing for crime victims' compensation, support throughout the prosecution of the case and
accompaniment to court;

e Information and referral to community resources; and

e Staff or volunteers will interact with agencies and individuals on behalf of sexual assault

victims in order to achieve a particular goal or results.
The advocate needs the cooperation of many other agencies to provide information and

support. Networking and maintaining effective lines of communication with law enforcement,

medical, prosecutorial, criminal justice, and other social service organizations are essential.
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The role of the medical forensic personnel is to provide a timely, high-quality medical
forensic examination that can potentially validate and address sexual assault patients' concerns,
minimize the trauma they may experience, and promote their healing. At the same time, it can
increase the likelihood that evidence collected will aid in criminal case investigation, resulting in
perpetrators being held accountable and further sexual violence prevented. The main role of the
medical forensic personnel shall always relate to treatment and assessment rather than forensic in
collecting and preserving evidence. Medical forensic examinations shall be performed by a
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner ("SANE"), physician, nurse practitioner or physician's assistant

("PA") trained in performing such exams.

Medical forensic examination responsibilities include:

e Obtaining informed consent from the patient for the medical forensic examination,
documentation and evidence collection

e Gathering the medical forensic history Conducting a medical physical examination
Coordinating treatment of injuries Documentation of biologic and physical findings Collection of
evidence from patient Documentation of findings

e Providing information, treatment, and referrals for STis, pregnancy Follow-up as

needed for additional treatment and/or collection of evidence Providing testimony at trial.

e The Medical Forensic Examination

e Who May Request an Examination

With the consent of the patient, medical forensic examinations can be performed at the request of
(1) a Law Enforcement Agency, (2) the District Attorney’s Office, (3) the Medical Examiner or
County Coroner’s Office, (4) a Hospital, (5) Pursuant to a Court Order, or (6) at the
Patient’s/Victim’s Request Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §17-5-72.
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e Procedures for the Examination

In order to preserve the patient's dignity and confidentiality, all aspects of the medical
forensic examination, including consent, medical history, and details of the assault, will be
conducted in a private office or secluded space. A trained victim advocate will be available to
accompany the patient and offer emotional support during the examination. The advocate will at
no time ask the patient questions related to the details of the assault. After explaining to the
patient the details of the examination, additional consents are obtained, a secondary assessment
is performed, and the history of the patient and the assault are taken. Note that while it is
important to document the history of the patient and the assault as completely as possible, the
examiner should not inquire about or document irrelevant aspects of the patient's sexual history.
After completing the documentation for this phase, a serum or urine pregnancy test is ordered on
women with childbearing capabilities. The SANE shall perform a complete medical forensic
examination and upon completion, provide the patient with the proper precautionary medications
to help guard against certain sexually transmitted diseases and Plan B birth control medication.
These medications are prescribed by the physician supervising the SANE. The SANE shall
complete the Sexual Assault Response Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence
Collection Form and return it to the Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate within 5 business days.

Said form will then be made available to the Investigator and Prosecutor.

o Collection of Forensic Evidence

Any forensic evidence collected within 120 hours of a sexual assault should be
documented in the Georgia Bureau of Investigation/Division of Forensic Sciences Sexual
Assault Evidence Collection Kit (GBI/DOFS). The findings of the exam should be documented
completely, noting injuries on the relevant anatomical diagrams. After the examination and
evidence collection are completed, the examiner should check the labeling of all evidence and
package it as instructed in the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. The SANE shall
release the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit, a copy of the Sexual Assault Response
Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence Collection Form, and all evidence
collected to the appropriate law enforcement official. The official should sign for this material,

establishing a "chain of custody".
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Adequate and proper collection of specimen samples from the patient's body for forensic
analysis is essential following the medical care of the patient. Biologic evidence collection shall
be conducted in accordance with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) procedures using a
GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. This kit shall be utilized to collect samples from
the patient's body to perform semen testing through DNA analysis. A separate Drug Facilitated
Sexual Assault kit for biological specimens shall be utilized for collection of blood and urine
samples from the patient's body to determine if the sexual assault was drug facilitated. The
instruction sheet provided in each kit should be followed explicitly for proper evidence
collection. Inadequate collection and/or preservation of evidence may hinder suspect
identification. Immediate air drying (no heat) of samples is critical for the optimum preservation
of the evidence. All labeling or identifying information must be accurately completed. The label
should include: the name of the patient, date and time of collection, sample source (or contents of

clean paper bag when clothes are collected), and person collecting the sample.

Georgia law requires consent to any and all medical procedures (O.C.G.A. § 31-9-2).
Under O.C.G.A. § 31-9-7, the legal age of consent for medical treatment is 18. However, there
are exceptions. For tests and treatment connected with pregnancy, a female can consent

regardless of her age or marital status.

Under O.C.G.A. § 31-17-7, any minor can consent without either parent's permission to
those medical services, which deal with the treatment of a sexually transmitted disease.

Emergency cases can be rendered under implied consent.

After completion of a forensic exam, the SANE or medical provider conducting the

medical forensic examination will complete all required documents and payment forms as
provided by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) of Georgia. The required forms
and documents will be submitted by the SANE or medical provider to the Haven Rape Crisis

Center directly for reimbursement for exam costs only.
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Sexual Assault Kit tracking will be provided to all victims for updates on the location and
status of sexual assault kits throughout the criminal justice process, including the initial
collection in sexual assault medical forensic examination perfonned at medical facilities, receipt
and storage at law enforcement agencies, receipt and analysis at forensic laboratories, and any

destruction after completion of analysis.

Tracking will allow facilities performing sexual assault medical forensic examinations,
law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, the Division of Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau
of Investigation, and other entities having custody of sexual assault kits to update and track the
status and location of sexual assault kits. Victims of sexual assault will be able to anonymously
track or receive updates regarding the status of their sexual assault kits using electronic

technology or technologies allowing continuous access (0.C.G.A. § 17-5-74).

® osecutic esponse

A crime is an illegal act or omission for which someone can be punished by the
government. A felony crime is a prohibited act, which carries possible punishment of one year or
more in the State Penitentiary. Under Georgia law, all felonies are in the jurisdiction of Superior
Court and are prosecuted by the District Attorney's Office for the Circuit in which the crime was
committed. The District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit prosecutes felony

cases in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

Most crime victims regard a criminal case as their case and expect the prosecutor to
pursue the case according to their wishes. Victims of sexual assault, which can include some of
the most violent and traumatic cases handled by prosecutors, are no exception to this general
rule. This sometimes results in conflict between the victim and prosecutor as to the appropriate
resolution of the criminal case. While the victim is primarily concerned only with their
individual case and feelings regarding the case, the prosecutor has taken an oath to uphold the
Constitution and laws of the United States and the State of Georgia. The prosecutor represents
the interests of the people of the State of Georgia (i.e., society as a whole) not merely the

interests of the individual victim.
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It is the ultimate legal responsibility of the prosecutor to determine the disposition of any
case, including sexual assault crimes. It is the policy of the District Attorney's Office of the
Alapaha Judicial Circuit to make such a determination after careful consideration of the feelings
and position of the victim, victim's family members and the law enforcement investigator who
has had primary responsibility for the investigation. While the majority of cases prosecuted by
the District's Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit are resolved with the agreement
of the victim, such cannot always be the case. In any event, it is the policy of the District
Attorney's Office to explain the reasons for disposition of cases to victims. This is especially
important when the disposition is contrary to the victim's wishes. If, after hearing the reasons, a
victim is not in agreement with the disposition of the criminal case, he or she always has the
option of filing a civil suit against the perpetrator in which the victim will be a named party and

can direct his or her private attorney as to how to proceed in that action.

e Victim Servieces - Office of District Attorney

In 1995, the Georgia Legislature adopted the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights (Codified at
O0.C.G.A. § 17-17-1). These rights include but are not limited to:

e The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any scheduled court proceedings or
any changes to such proceedings;

o The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of the arrest, relcase, or escape of the
accused;

o The right not to be excluded from any scheduled court proceedings, except as provided in
this chapter or as otherwise required by law;

e The right to be heard at any scheduled court proceedings involving the release, plea, or
sentencing of the accused;

o The right to file a written objection in any parole proceedings involving the accused;

e The right to confer with the prosecuting attorney in any criminal prosecution related to the
victim;

e The right to restitution as provided by law;

e The right to proceedings free from unreasonable delay; and

Page 20 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

e The right to be treated fairly and with dignity by all criminal justice agencies involved in the
case.

The first requirement for a victim to exercise his or her rights is to be made aware of
those rights. The District Attorney's Office of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit provides local law
enforcement agencies an outline of those rights for distribution to crime victims. This outline is
given to the victim by the responding officer and includes the phone number of the District

Attorney’s Office Victim Assistance Program for further information.

If a member of the District Attorney's Office is not called to the scene, an attempt to
contact the victim of a sexual assault will be made within 24 to 48 hours or at a reasonable time
once sufficient information becomes available. Incident reports from investigating law

enforcement agencies are examined daily to insure victim notification.

Upon initial contact, one of the District Attorney's Victim Advocates will attempt to
coordinate an immediate face-to-face interview and will advise the victim of his or her rights
under O.C.G.A. § 17-17-1, et. seq. If the responding officer did not provide the victim rights
outline to the victim, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will provide that outline, as well as

a copy of a brochure explaining the criminal justice process in basic terms.

The District Attorney's Victim Advocate will also explain the availability of victim
compensation and will offer assistance with completing the application, as well as contacting the
Governor's Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Division of Victim Compensation if needed.
The District Attorney's Office appeals adverse decisions of Victim Compensation if the office
believes that the denial was made in error. At the initial meeting, as well as subsequent meetings,
the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will make reference to support services appropriate to

the needs of the victim.

Whenever possible, the District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of any proceeding in
which the release of the accused will be considered and offers the victim the opportunity to
express his or her opinion on the release of the accused pending judicial disposition. If any

accused is released on a pre-trial bond, a bond after conviction, or given a probated sentence, the
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District Attorney's Office requests of the Court to make "no contact with the victim, directly or
indirectly," a condition of the release. The District Attorney's Office further notifies the victim of
his or her right to notify the office if the accused violates the condition of release or if anyone
else subjects them to threats or intimidation. Upon a victim's written complaint of such and/or
other evidence produced, the District Attorney's Office can take action to petition the Court to

revoke bond or probation and/or bring criminal charges against such individual.

During any hearing or trial, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate makes all reasonable
attempts, consistent with Court facilities, to ensure that the victim waits in an area separate from

the accused, his friends, and family.

Prior to disposition of the accuser's case, the prosecutor offers the victim the opportunity
to express the victim's opinion on the disposition of the case, including plea or sentence
negotiations and participation in pre-trial or post-trial diversion programs. The oppoltunity is
given for both oral opinion and also in the form of a written Victim Impact Statement from the

victim.

The District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of all hearing/court dates/post
adjudication proceedings, which can affect the custodial status or disposition of the case. This is
accomplished by both telephone contact and with written notice when possible. Victims are also
notified of appellate/parole decisions and where possible, the prosecutor assists the victim in
communicating with both the Department of Corrections (prison system) and Parole Board. The
prosecutor's office also assists the victim with enrolling in the 24 hour automated notification
system operated by the Department of Corrections to notify the victim of any escapes from

custody by the perpetrator.
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e General Procedures

After a suspect is arrested, the Magistrate Judge forwards a copy of the warrant to the
District Attorney. Cases are assigned to a specific prosecutor when the warrant is received. The
District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit primarily utilizes a hybrid-vertical
prosecution case-assignment system. Therefore, the prosecutor initially assigned the case will
follow it through until its conclusion in the office. The ultimate assignment of prosecutors 1o a
case is the responsibility of the elected District Attorney who has that legal obligation as part of

his official duties.

In every case which appears to be able to be resolved only by trial, as opposed to some
other disposition, the prosecutor and advocates make all reasonable efforts to visit the courtroom
with the victim when there is no court action taking place in order to acclimate the victim to the
courtroom and explain trial procedures in an attempt to raise the comfort level for the victim

under admittedly unpleasant circumstances.

Each sexual assault victim is provided the name and phone number of the prosecutor and
victim advocates assigned to his or her case, and the staff of the District Attorney's Office is
always available to advise and consult with victims, from the date of the incident, until literally

decades later when parole issues arise.

o Financial urces

There are a number of costs associated with a sexual assault, in particular the costs of
collecting evidence; hospital or health provider fees including fees for the physical examination;
Jab expenses including the collection of specimens, tests for pregnancy and tests to detect the
presence of HIV antibodies; medications to prevent sexually transmitted diseases; follow-up; and
treatment for any injuries. In addition there may be costs to the victim of lost wages, and for a

family, funeral expenses.
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When evidence relating to an allegation of rape is collected in the course of a medical
examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime Victims
Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be responsible for the cost of
the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the limited purpose of

collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-1)

When evidence relating to an allegation of aggravated sodomy is collected in the course

of a medical examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime

Victims Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be financially
responsible for the cost of the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the

limited purpose of collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-2)

2.) Victims' Compensati und
For other medical costs associated with the assault such as the pregnancy test, test for
HIV, emergency contraception, and treatment for any injuries, reimbursement can be claimed
through the Victims' Compensation Fund, and if an application is made and approved payment
will made directly to the hospital or other medical provider, including a Sexual Assault Nurse
Examiner. However if a victim is insured or on Medicaid, then those sources should be sought

before the Victims' Compensation Fund is used.

Page 24 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

We, as members of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol
Committee, hereby sign our support and commitment to the policies and procedures as
documented and set forth herein this Protocol, to the training and implementation of such, and to
the ongoing process of facilitating through the Sexual Assault Response Team, a multi-

disciplinary, coordinated response to the crime of sexual assault and sexual assault victims.

Approved and adopted this l:' '/day of September, 2025.

At Large Members:
District Attorney Chase L. Studstill Michelle Girtman
Chairmen, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee Executive Director
Alapaha Judicial Circuit The Haven Rape Crisis Center

N ¥ o R

Dr. Stewart Warren, MD I

Magnolia Urgent Care The Haven Rape Crisis Center
Local Citizen Member Sexual Assault Health Care Professional

[ouylor Stricklan cl
Sexval A ssaudt (Moun c,Lc'-Jﬁe,r’.
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ATKINSON COUNTY

L\I\ { r .\‘., LA, Qureg

Honorable Carol G. Durrance, Judge
Magistrate Court of Atkinson County

Derrick Touchton, Police Chief

Pearson Poli

Department

E.ﬁé /4 4 (/IC‘/MP}T% #__Z/

David Moore, Sheriff
Atkinson County Sheriff’s Office

St s/ LM, D

Amber DeCosta, RN, County Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health

ez. Police Chief
olice Department
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BERRIEN COUNTX

S \ ‘

Honorable Doug Ga's\lmﬁ:lu%
Berrien County Magistrate Court

Dénnis|Hagood, Police Chief
Alapaha Police Department

// M A

Ronald Knowles, Police Chief
Nashville Police Department

/\D/w,f% ﬁ?ﬂalﬂﬂﬁ)

Lol

Ray Vaulk, Sheriff
Berrien Cauinty Sheriff’s Office

Ok T o

Anthony Perkins, Police Chief
Enigma Police Department

Dawn Bowen, BSN, RN, County Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health

Y Y

R@bert Owens, Police Chief
Ray City Police Department
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CLINCH COUNTY

1 , d / i //

<|‘ ! — ] 1 ( . "

\ \[ { ('LL»)( ) ) ) W L (fx\r /60 4/ & i
Honorfble Kim<%Smith, Judge ju\t-ﬁ'»-i Ml )4 Raymond Peterson, Sheriff
Clinclj County Magistrate Court Clinch County Sheriff’s Office

P L9 Qf—

Keith Jackson, Police Chief Jemnifer McPonald, RN, County Nurse Manager
Homerville Police Department Georgia Department of Public Health
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/7 COOK COUNTY

Doug Hanks, Sherlff
Cook County Sheriff’s Office

\"ZL"‘*“"”‘““’ CC o .9(,,/ {L’]

Audie Rowe, Police Clrief Rebecca Allgood, RN, County Nurse Manager
Adel Police Department Georgia Department of Public Health

[ -
. . v

Tavoris Belclér,Volice Chief Joel 1. Police Chief
Sparks Police Department ox Police Department
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LANIER COUNTY
(g Qowes!
/ 2

A S : -
Honorable Victoria Jewdll, Chief Judge Nick Norton, Sheriff
Lanier County Magistrate Court Lanier County Sheriff’s Office
z%g.zéﬁ_?( Q‘anf N
MicHael Slusher, Police Chief Lauren Lee, RN, County Nurse Manager
Lakeland Police Department Georgia Department of Public Health
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Addendum 1:

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
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vanadvocate

medical exam, and to meet wit
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Assault Response Conter advocates and patients at Clineh County Mematial
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B. The Haven Sexual Assault Response Centeragrees to:

)
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8.

Respond to requests from Cline h Ceunly Metnonal Hlospilal To ovicle advor i g

and lorenisic oxams to patients.

Respond to calls hom Clinch County Menorial Hospital recaived on The Haven'™s

gexual Assault Response Certer hotline.

Provide foliow up services and crisis intervention contacts Lo viclims of sexual
assault at Clinch County Memorial Hospital, as resources allow.

Worl with designated Clinch County Memorial Hospital officials to obtain secority
clearance and follow all facility guidelines for safety and security, as necessary.

Maintain confidentiality as outlined by The Battered Women's Shelter, hc. dba Tha

Haven's agency standards.

ase of information prior to contacting Clinch
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Date
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Michelle Girtman, Director

The Battered Women’s Shelter; Inc.
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Addendum 2:

Business Associate Agreement
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. applicabie, and all peferenzes o P herein shall be constacd 10 include FRITL ASSOCIAT I

agrees nol (0 use of distiose (o peonuil the use or disglosure cf) VI is & manne that wotdd
viohte the requivements ¢! the Privacy Standards ot Seeurity Standneds if the PHI were iwseil or
disclosed by Authorily in e same mamiet, ASSOCIATE shull use appropriste sufeguards o

prevent the use or disclosure of PiTl other than as exptessly permitled under this Agresment

1.2 ASSOCIATE shall implement appropriate administative, physical and technionl
safeguards and in all other respects comply with Subpart C of 45 CPR Pait 164 in order to
protect the confidentiality, integeity and availability of the PHI and EPHI that il creales, receives,
maintains ot transinits on behal€ of Authorily. ASSOCIATIE covenants that such safeguards shall
include. without limiation, implementing written policies and procedures in compliance with
HIPAA and ARRA, conducting a security risk assessment, and training ASSOCIATE employces
who will have access to PHI with respeet to the policies and procedures required by HIPAA and

ARRA.

13 In the event of a Security Incident, including a Breach (as horeinafter defined) or
any other use or diselosure which is not permitted under this Agreement of any PIT or EPHI that
ASSOCIATE naccesses, maintains, relains, modifies, records, stores, destoys, or atherwise holds
ot uscs on behalf of Authority in conncelion with the Business Arcangement, ASSOCIATE shall
veport such Secutity Incident ot other fncident to the Authority within ten (10) days ol discovery
by the ASSOCIATE. "Breach" shall mean the unauthorized acquisition, access, ust, OF
disclosure of PII which compromises the security or privacy of such information.

4 . 14 In the event of a Breach of Unseeyred PILL ASSOCIATE shal! provide Authority
with Notice thereof. Notice of a Breach shall b in writing and include: (1) the idenitication ol
cach individusl whose PHI has been, o1 is reasonably believed o have been, accessed, acguived,
or disclosed during the Breach; (i) @ brief description of the civeumstances surrounding the
Yireach; (iii) the datc of the Breach; (iv) the date of discovery of the Nrenchy; (v) the scope of the
Breach; (vi) ASSOCIATE's response 1o the Breach and the identification of the parly
responsible for vausing the Breach, if known; (vii) a descuiption of the types of unsecured PHI
involved in the Breach (uv.g. awnes, social seeutily numbers, dates off bilih, addresses, account
numbers, dingnostic and disability vodes, ete.); (viii) any steps which should be taken by alTected
ndividuals to protect themselves from poteatial harm resuling from the Breach; (ix) a briel’
description ol what ASSOCIATE is doing to investigate the Breach, o mitigate harm to
individuals, and to protect against any lucther  Breaches; and (x) the name and contucl
infarmation of a linison whom the Authority may cantuct with inquirics concerning the 1ecach.

19 ASSOCIATT shall supplement any Notice ol Breach provided to the Authotity as

formation which was not loown al the time ol (he original Nuotice af Braach becomues

available,

.6 In the cvent of a leeach, ASSOCIATE shall, G cousultation with Authouity.

nutigate, to e cxient practicable, any harmlul effect of such Breach thal s iuown 10

ASSOCIATLE,
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3. Discloswre of PUL,  Subjoct 1o any limitations iv this Agieormat ASSOCIAT Y sy
diselose PII to any third parly pecsons or enlifies us necessary 1o perform ils oblipations s
the usiness Ammangemen: with Authority and as permitted or required by applicable federal o
state law. Turlher, ASSOCIATE may disclose PHI for the proper management anc
administration of ASSOCIATE, provided that: (i) such disclosures are required hy lew; or (i)
ASSOCIATE: (a) oblains reasonable assurances from arty third party to whom the information is
disclosed that it will be held confidential and futher used and disclosed only as required by law

for which it was disclosed to the thivd pacty; (b) requites the third pariy 10
e 1o irnmediately notify ASSOCIATE of any istance

ar, s of which it is aware that PIT! is being
wsed o disciosed for a pwpose thal is not ctherwise provided for in this Agreement o for &

purpose noi expressly petmitied by the Privacy Srandards; and (¢) ensures that all disclosures ol
PHI by ASSOCIATE and the third party comply with the principle of "minimum neeessary use
and disclosure,” L., anly the minimom PHI that is 1iecessary (o accomplish the intended purpose
may be disclosed. Tf ASSOCIATE discloses PHI received from Authority, or created oy recelved
by ASSOCIATE on behall of Authorily, to agents, including o penaitted subconivasier
{coilectively, "Recipients"), ASSOCIATE shall recuire Recipients to agree in wiiting (o the
ire vestrictiors and conditions that apply to ASSOCIATE under this Agreement To the extent

for any acts, failures or

o1 for the purpose

SAINC 10N
pesinitted by law, ASSOCIATE shall be fully ligble 1o Authority
omissinns of Ilccipients in fumnishing the serviees as if they were ASSQCLATE'S own acts,
failures or emissions. ASSOCIATE shall report to Authonty any use or disclesure of PHI et
pennitied by tls Agreement, of which it becomes aware, such report to be made within five (3]
days of ASSOCIATY becoming aware of such use aor disclosure. ASSOCTIATE agrees to
he extent practcal and unless otherwise requested by Authority in writing, any

mltigate, (o f
1at s kuiown to ASSOCTIATE and is the result of 2 use ov disclosure of PHI hv

el elfoct o
ASSCCIATE or Recipients in violation of this Agreement.

4. i ights i I[ ASSOCTATE maintams a
Designated Record Sct on behalf of Authority, ASSOCIATE shall: (1) provide actess to, and
penmit inspection #nd copying of PHI by Authority or. as dirceted by Authority, an individual
who s the subject of the PHI under conditions and limitations requircd under 45 CPR §l6:4.524,
as it may be amended from time lo time; and (i) amend PEL mamtained by ASSOCIATLL as
reqguested by Authorily. ASSOCIATI shail respond to any request from Authority [ur aceess by
an individual within five (5) days of such request and shall make any amendment requeste:d by
Authority within ten (10) dzys of such request. The infarmation shall he provided i the lorne av
fonmat requested, il it Is readily producible i such fermt or format, or i snmmacy, of the
individua! has agreed in advance 1o accepl the information i summary Dore A reasonable, cost-
bused fee (or copying PIT way be charged. Authorily shall determine whather a deotal is
appropsiale of an cxception applies. ASSOCIATE shall nolify Authority witlin five (8) days of
receipt of any request Lor aseess o amendinent by an individual. Authority shell deienuine
whather o granl or deny any aceess o anendent requested by (he hdividual ASSOCIATE
shall bave a nrocess in place for regnests foramend:nents and for appending such requesls to the

Degignated Record Set, as requested Ly Authority.




-

S Accounting of isclosures, ASSOCIATE shall make available W Authority in response

(n w cequest from an individual, information required for an accounting of disclosures of 1111
with respeer © e individual, i accordance with 43 CEFR §164.528, as il may be amended Trem
me o tme. jncorporating sxeeplions o such aceounting clesignated nnder the regulation. Such
acconniivg is limited to disclasures Ukl were made i the six (6) years prior to the request and
shall not include any disclosures that were made prior ta the compliance dale ol the Privacy
Standards. ASSOCIATZ she'i provide such ‘wformation hecessary (o provide an acconunting
within thirly (30) days of Authority's request. Suh accounting must be provided withoul cost Lo
the individual o 0 Authogsty if it is the st accounting requested by an individual within any
sveive (12) month period; however, a reasonable, cost-bused fee may be charged for subsequent
accountings if ASSOCIATE infurms Authority and Authorily informs the individual in advance
of the Fee, and the individual is afforded an opportunity to withdraw or modify the request. Such
accounting obligations shall survive termination of this Agreement and shall continuc as long as

ASSOCIATE maintains P
6. Withdvawal of Authorization, 10 the use or disclosure of DHI in his Agresment is

based upon an individual's specific suthovization for the use of his or her PHL and: (15 the
individual revokes such autharization in writing, (ii) the cffective date of such authorization has
expired, o (iii) the consent or authocization is defective in any maunev that renders it invalid,
ASSOCIATE agrees, if it has notice ol such tevocation ot invalidity, w cease tnc use and
disclosure of any such individual's PLII except to the extent it has relied on such usc or
disclosure, or where an excepiion under the Privacy Standards cxpvessly applies

7. lecords it.  ASSOCIATE shall meke available to the Secretary cof the LS.
Department of Heallh and Human Services (the “Secvetary") or its agents, its intersia! practices,
books, end records relating to the use and disclosure of PHI received from, created, oc received
by ASSOCIATE on behalf of Authority tor the purpose of determining Authority's compliance
with the Privacy Standards or any other kealth oversight agency, W a time and manncy
designated by the Secretary. Lxcept to the extent prouibited by law. ASSOCIATE agrees o
nolify Authorily immediately upen receipt by ASSOCIATE of any and all requests by or on
behalf of any and all government authoritizs served upon ASSOCIATE for PHL

8. Confidentiality.

8.1 ASSOCIATE shall lake any sieps reasouably required w (i) protect PUE tiow
ungalhoriced uscs or disclosures, and {if) 1aintain the confidentiality and integtity of Pl
8.2 The Partics shall comply with all federal and  swle laws poverning  the
confidentiality and privacy of health information Lhat are applicable to them, resoectively,
including, without linitatior, TIPAA and the regulations promulgated  thercundeor, and ARRA
and the regulations promulgaled thereunder

9. Term_and Termingtion.

R Phis Agreement shall commence on the Lifective Date and shall remaine b erives
Gt derminaied in acewrdance with ihe ferus of this Seation 9, providesd Bowevr, i
Lermination shall anl atfest e respective oblipations o rights of e Partes wi dib U rar L
Npecreent e fothe effcetive date ol e Weatior, alt of which shall congione i vueosboae

vl LTk ey



. e VilioFiny shall e el i toiatinaze ihis Aresia sy
Lo A dave Wit mdee W ASSOCINT

O Autharity, al it sole digeretivg, ny fmedintory tenmninaic (b A
w3l aave o fnthar obligations 1o ASSOCIATT lereunder i any ol the fllouing cve

Have securred aad be candinring

ittt oty

0 ASSOCIATE shall 1xil 1 observe or perfom 71y maleal chveaant o
Gon sontained T rhis Agreemant for len (A0 days aller weition

obligat
rotice thereol has been ghven to ASSOC (ATE by Avthocly: ol

. A viciztion by ASSOCIATE of suy provision of the Privacy
applicable Gdeial or state privacy law relatng to the vh

ASSOCTIATE nuder this Agireamnent

2.4 Pelimination of this Apreemer® f{or either of e twe reasons sel forthon
Subsccsion 95 above shall be cause for /\u(honty to immediately terminaic lor sause any
Business  Amvangenent  pursuant to which ASSOCIATE is entitled 1o ceeive FIIT lrem
Authorily,

9.3 - event that either Party hLas knowlzdee ol a mat jial breach this

ihe other DPay, axd eurz is not pos:lbl, the non-breaching  Poty shall i

Anrsement by the
inmediaiely termtinate this Agreement When neither cure not lepmination is (easible, the nai-

breaching Party shall veport the viotation to the Secrclary

sernents, =ither Pary may fedn b

9.6 Uoson the fevmination of sli Business Arrang

thiv Agrcemoent by providing w Filen nolice tu the other Parry

9.7 Upoit te lmination of this Agreement [or uny reason, ASSOCIATE amues tithel
&1 PHI reccived Trem Autbority ar orherwise Uoug., de

oiwsn o Authority o o destroy
performance of seevices for Authority, that is izt the possession or contral of ASSOCIATE or iz

zzents (and if cestroycd, provide wrillen veilification of same). fn the case af PHI which is not
foasible 1o "rotuep or destioy,” ASCOCIATI shall extend the protections of this Agrecrent 1o
coch OTIT and lindt further uses and disoinsures ol stel PHL w0 those prvposes thal make the
retutn o destraction infzasibic, Tor 5o long a5 ASSOUIATT mainains such PHL ASSOU LA
other applizable siate or federal faw, which may fequits aspee
Coalment of sueh PTIL This gravision shafl sicelve

worees W0 camply Wi

g7 reieniion, redaction, oo olher

further
pericd
el mination of this Apreement Jor any reasou.

10 "‘umgi_ip__g___.)umj_gd l'f'lgg Eplg,s {n the cvent that ASSOCIA LT is ens

anneliviyy in conneetini wits auy feaysed acconnt’ ax delined in 16 CFR §681.1 (s upplicen.
to Authorily as & "craditor and thays fue 1o ASSOCIA T a3 & "service poovids provida :
service Lo Aulhority) ASSOCIATIY agiees to: () fully adopt and comply =il the Red Flay Rt
(L6 CER 6811 cuvenily inelfeel i [as cuay be promulgited in the e Qi) adopt o Kl

(ot
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o Ny, el kg any Bathee sfeas s oy By T unss iy b i e

.
@

Sleniy el

(i tndennification. ASSOCIATE shall indenmify, detend, s Bold Avilioity, it offic
dhectors, oimployees, agents, successors and assigns harmless. from aud apaact ey anel <l
fasses, claims, actions, demands, liabilities, damages, costs. and expenses (o cading e ol
iadgments, seitloments, court costs and reasonsble attomeys’ fees, arising [rom o ralated 1o, 0y
the uss or disclosure of PHT o violation of the letms af this Agreement o applicahle Taw, (i,
any Qreach of Unsccured PHI caused by the uels ot omisgions of ASSOCIATT, and (1) e
filure of ASSOCIATE or any of ils ciuployees, subcontractors, or agenis Lo ahide by and
comply with the Privacy Rules and the Security Rules Authority shall have the right, af ils
expense, to parlicipate in the defense of any claim o action for which ASSOCIATE must
indemnify Authority.

12 No Wartauty. DHI IS PROVIDED 70O ASSOCIA'LL SOLELY ON AN "AS 1SY
BASIS. AUTHORITY DISCLAIMS ALL OTHLR WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMI'LIFLD,
INCLUDING, BUT NOT  LIMITED 70, IMPLIED  WARRANTIES  OF
MERCHANTABILITY, AND FITNESS FOR A PARZICULAR PURPOSE.

13 Incligible Persons, ASSOCIATE rcpicsents anc  warranls to  Authovity that
ASSOCIATE: (i) is not cunently excluded, debaned, or otherwise ineligible io participaic in any
federal health care program as defined in 42 U.S.C. Qeetion 12202-7b(0 ("the Federal Lealthcare

Programs™); (i) has not been convicted of 4 criminal offense related o the provision of health

T i

(} carce iterns or serviccs and ot yet been excluded, debarved, or otherwise declarad ineligivle o
b vertieipate in the Federal Henlthcarz Programs, and (i) is not under nvesligation ov otfiarwise
yalion

aware of any circumstances which may vesult in ASSOCIAT! being excluded from pactic
in the Federal Jealthcare Prograns.  This shall be an ongoiny representation and wervaniy
during the term of this Agréemen?, and ASSOCIATE shall immediately noridy Avthority of any

charyre in the staius of the representations and warraily set forth in Uns Seciion. Any breach of
this Section shall give Autherity thz tight to terminate this Agrecment irunediicely for case,

14, Miscellaicous.

4.1 Notices. All notices, requests, demands and other communicasions required or
pelmided w be given or made nnder s Agreement shall be m wiiting, shall be effective upon
receipl or atlempted delivery, and shall be sent by: (i) porsonal delivery, (if) centified ar
registered United States mail, retum reeeipt requested; or (i)
proof of delivery. Nolices shall be sent (o the addvesses below.. Neither Parly shall celuse

delivery of any notice horeuder.

o Autliority: Mr. Roberl G Voster Chiel
Jnformation Offecr Souih
Georgia Medieal Center 7O,
Box 1727
Valdosta, GA 16001727




CANNOUEA i

Haven's Sexaad Seath

Do 309872

142 Waiver, Na provision of this Agreement or any hreach thereol shall be deer o
he Darly cluimed to have waived 5.0

waived ttless such waivey is in wiiting and signed by
ver of or excuse iy dilferent o

pravision or breach. No waiver of « breach shall constitite a wai

subseguan: bronch,

14.3  Assignment.  Neither Pacty may assign (whether by operation of law or
otherwise) any of its tights or delegate or subcontract any of iLs abligations under this Agreement
without the prior written consent of the other Party. Nolwithstanding the foregoing, Authority
shall have the right to assign its rights and obligations hercunder lo any entity that is an alfiliat
or suceeaser ol Authority, without the priorapproval of ASSOCIATH

4.5 Severability. Any provision of tals Agresment that is desermined to be mvalisl o
ansndarceshie will Le ineficctive to the extent of such determination withant invelidaing the

remamma provisions of s Agrsement | enbility of wuch

ing provisions.

145 Amendment.  This Agreewe
cnent sipned by the Paties herelo Wany of

e amendad or inwrpreted W a

N T LA EEERETIR -1
o comply withs.ch

Geroueth, iz Patiies shall amend this Agreemeni t©

[£9

Lrendh moms or interpraiations

146 Entire spreenent. This Agresment and
e cos nlee agreemeni between ASSOULAL i zad Auvthendy t e 35S

this Agrecmenl, and supersedes all prior representalions Or AgrCements, whether o
. mattecs I e event of ety conflict between the terms of this Agreemen

with respect to suc
apd the terms of the Business Arengoments or any such later agreement(s), the tetms of this

Agreement shall control unless the terms of such isiess Anauenenis 3
respeet to PHI and comply with the Privacy Standasds andior Secunty Siands
speeificully otherwise agree jo writing. No oral inouvi{esl
of this Agreement shall be binding on cither Patiy. Nu oiil
usnsaction is o be implied from (e cxecution or detivory
St ihe beneln of, aad shall Be binding upor tise e :,
and permitied assizns. No thied party shall he cons
Agteement, nor shall any third prrly have any riglhis ¢

HOTE SOl vy

priuaaries

<
o

Cihis Agstemerl s Ay

S alT etes and respeciine
thid~party beneticiay
aresult of this Agrecment

o B . N I
14 Loveining [hiz Aprecmetd

attdersee virn the Taws of the shate i aviyeh A

faws provisions. Tusdiction and Venue

eaclusrely rest NEnE

ool B 1 R
I >',Li\|‘szu,?t' Medici




Araharin shall have Lo vdgbe o apply fWoa eoum ol competent jl1li!i{|il:1i:nl fenr spcead
posiornanaes andfr ey arder restraring aud enjoining any sneh fuiber dizclomure oo bozei ol
cor sueh atlier selic as Authority shall deem appropriate. Sueh vight of Authanity 15t b
sddition (o (e remedics oflawise available to Authority al law or in cdquity. ASSOCIA L
expresshy waives the defense that a vevedy in danages will he adequate and firacr waives iy
requizeanent i an action for specific pecformance or it bwnction lor the posting of a hond by
Authority.

119 Nawre of Apreament.  Nothing in this Agreement shall Le constreed Lo ereate
(i) a partuership, joint ventue or other joint business relationslip betweer the Pacliss or any of
theiv affiliates, or (i) a relationship of empioyer and employee betwaen the Vartics This
Apreement dogs nol express or imply any commiment lo purchase or sel] poodsor services

14,10 Counterparts. This Agreemeut may be executed 1 one or moLe connlerpiits,
cach of which shall be deemed an original, but all of which together shall constitute one and the
same document. In making proof of this Agreement, it shall not be necessary to produce or
account for more than one such counterpaut executed by the Parly against whom enforcement of
this Agreement is sought.

IV WITNESS WHERREOL, the Parties have executed this Agreeme:ntas of the Liffective Date.
AUTHORITY: ASSOCIATE:
[The Hospital Authority of Valdosta and  The Battered  Womer's  Shelter,  1ne

Towndes  County, Georgia, dfb/a  South d/b/a  The Haven's  Scxual  Assanl
Response Center

Georgia Medieal Genter]
- pa s U082
BY:__ I -a;_ - Bxﬁ (w

Robert G, Foster ﬂqfd\d [GLC“_‘)N—M S

(Print o1 Type Name) (Lrint or Type Name)

Chicf Information Officer E’ICQ(‘J»—P\- mi 4 QQ;KW
)

(Title) (Title

Date: YCQ 3 O/ /'/ e Dalus (-Q Cgl_(_[\J ! q




Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

f\leaU?\ COUNT ¥| [ ARG

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE FILED IN OF!

W250CT 1L AMII: 13

To: Director Jay Neal, Criminal Justic Coordinating Council CYNTHIA G & Ul L‘]{IJE';{EE}IE%H
The Honorable Clayton A. Tomlinson, Chief Judge Alapaha J lelga’i%gmftg COURT

From: Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Re: SART Committee Certificate of Compliance
Date: September 30, 2025

The undersigned as Chairman of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol
Committee hereby certifies that it has met at least once during the 2025 calendar year for the
purpose of both drafting and adopting the Protocol, as well as, evaluating the effectiveness of the

Protocol and appropriately modifying and updating the same, per the mandate under O.C.G.A. §
15-24-2(f).

This Certificate of Compliance is being submitted to the Criminal Justice Coordinating
Council (CJCC) before December 31, 2025, and is in Compliance with O.C.G.A. § 15-24-2(g).

Respectfully submitted this 30" day of September, 2025.

L TESTT

D!Stl ict Attorney Chase L. Studstill
Chairman, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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2025-2026 ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 7 o =
SEXUAL ASSAULT PROTOCOL 5 £ 9
v - "
S o =
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF BERRIEN COUNTY"  _|
STATE OF GEORGIA Pl F
E2 SN
ORDER

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Georgia enacted O.C.G.A. 15-24-2 requiring
the establishment of a Sexual Assault Protocol; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned established a Sexual Assault Protocol committee pursuant
to 0.C.G.A. 15-24-2; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has approved the attached Protocol as the protocol

for cases of sexual assault in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, this document is accepted by the
Court as the protocol to be used in responding to, investigating, and prosecuting cases arising

from an alleged sexual assault and shall be spread upon the minutes and filed with the Clerk of

the Superior Court of Berrien County.

%

SO ORDERED, this the |~ day of Jfobe~ ,2025.

Hondrable Clayton A. Tomlinson
Chief Judge, Berrien County Superior Court
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Order prepared by:
Chase L. Studstill
District Attorney
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

U3 ]i.’i
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

LD

ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE Tl?,A]\/fPI~L(\)T@ZOLm
C:) am

This Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol (heremaﬁea-a "ni

_

P

“Protocol”) is adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 15-24-2 for the purpose of outlmmgthe @

lf:

procedures to be used in responding to, investigating and prosecuting cases of: stueﬂ assanit. _1_1'

Q“‘

“"ﬁ

-

lJ*‘u

purpose of this Protocol shall be to ensure coordination between all agencies lﬁ\ﬂ%\?"ed in qéxuaf
assault cases as to increase the efficiency of all agencies handling such cases and to minimize the
stress created for the sexual assault victim by the legal and investigatory process. A failure by an
agency to follow the protocol shall not constitute an affirmative or other defense to prosecution
of a sexual assault, preclude the admissibility of evidence, nor shall a failure by an agency to

follow the protocol give rise to a civil cause of action.

e Purpose of Protocol

The protocol is intended to:

s Facilitate the provision of consistent, comprehensive, sensitive, and non- judgmental
treatment of victims of sexual assault as they progress through the medical, law enforcement,

advocacy, and legal system.

e Standardize the collection of evidence in order to aid in the medical treatment of victims and
prosecution of cases; and,

¢ Develop a coordinated effort among health providers, law enforcement personnel,
prosecutors, and victim advocates ensuring that victims receive efficient and comprehensive

medical care, evidentiary examination, emotional support, and referral information.

e Use of Protocol

This Protocol will be utilized by the following agencies: Adel Police Department, Alapaha Police
Department, Atkinson County Health Department, Atkinson County Sheriff’s Office, Berrien
County Health Department, Berrien County Sheriff’s Office, Berrien County 911 Center, Clinch
County Health Department, Clinch County Sheriff’s Office, Clinch Memorial Hospital, Cook
County Health Department, Cook County Sheriff’s Office, Cook County 911 Center, Enigma
Police Department, The Haven Rape Crisis Center, Homerville Police Department, Lakeland
Police Department, Lanier County Health Department, Lanier County Sheriff’s Office, Lenox
Police Department, Nashville Police Department, Office of the District Attorney for the Alapaha
Judicial Circuit, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners and their supervising physician(s), Pearson
Police Department, Ray City Police Department, South Georgia Medical Center, Sparks Police
Department, Tri-County 911 Center, Willacoochee Police Department.

Page 1 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

e Monitoring the Protocol

Some members of the Sexual Assault Response Team shall meet quarterly at the Alapaha Circuit
District Attorney’s Office or other designated place to review current sexual assault
investigations relative to the implementation and utility of the sexual assault protocol. Any team
member involved in the investigation shall be invited to attend. The mission of the Sexual
Assault Response Team shall conduct full reviews of sexual abuse, exploitation, and/or neglect
allegations and to develop effective and efficient responses. All members of the Sexual Assault
Response Team agree that all information discussed and/or obtained in these case review
meetings will remain confidential except as authorized or as required for the purposes of a

criminal investigation and/or prosecution as otherwise required by law.

The sexual assault protocol committee shall meet annually to evaluate the effectiveness of the
protocol and to recommend measures to improve compliance. (O.C.G.A. § 15-24-2). Members of
the Committee wanting to recommend improvements are encouraged to do so in writing with
fellow members in order to effectively communicate annual compliance. Attendance may be

achieved electronically at the request of a member.

DEFINITION SEXUAL ASSAULT
Sexual assault is defined as sexual contact or intimacy initiated by one or more persons against
another without their consent. This includes instances where victims are unable to give consent
due to age or mental or physical incapacity. Sexual assault does not discriminate among race,
sex, sexual orientation, socio economic class or age. Persons may be sexually assaulted by

strangers, acquaintances, or members of their family.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 17-5-70(3), "Sexual assault” means rape, sodomy, aggravated sodomy,
statutory rape, child molestation, aggravated child molestation, sexual assault against a person in
custody, sexual assault against a person detained in a hospital or other institution, sexual assault
by a practitioner of psychotherapy against a patient, incest, bestiality, sexual battery, and

aggravated sexual battery.
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

PROCESS OF CASE MANAGEMENT
Needs of Vieti

Ensuring that sexual assault victims will be treated with sensitivity and compassion requires that
victim services, law enforcement, medical, and prosecutorial personnel be aware of the special

needs of these victims.

Victims of violent crimes, not only must cope with the physical trauma perpetrated against them
but they must also deal with the emotional and psychological repercussions of the crime. The
emotional and psychological repercussions of a sexual assault can be devastating. The
humiliation and degradation victims may feel often are compounded by feelings of guilt. Often
society perpetuates the myth that sexual assault victims somehow are responsible for the crime
committed against them or that they must act in a certain manner following the assault. For this
reason, victims of sexual assault often are reluctant to report the crime, and therefore, must

receive immediate support from agency personnel if they choose to report.

While victims of sexual assault may feel guilty, frightened, ashamed, dirty, angry,
anxious, embarrassed, or any number of other emotions, it is important to remember that there is
no "typical" way for victims to feel, react, or look after a sexual assault. Some victims may

appear to be calm while others may look visibly upset or enraged.

Victim confidentiality should be strictly protected. Professional staff should make direct
inquiries of the victim regarding how to address the disclosure of confidential infonnation.
Assumptions should not be made concerning whether it is appropriate to disclose information to
family, friends, employers, and/or educational providers about the assault or the victim's sexual

preference.
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

e First Report

In most cases, the victim usually makes the first report of a sexual assault to a dispatch or
emergency communications center (911). Dispatch or communications center staffers are critical

in aiding the victim to regain control and composure after an assault.

If the victim is the caller, the dispatcher should:
e Obtain the victim's name and location immediately.
o Determine if the victim is currently safe and whether or not the victim needs immediate
medical attention.
e Dispatch the appropriate law enforcement units, and, if necessary, emergency medical help.
° Assure the victim that help is coming, and instruct the victim not to eat, drink, bathe,

urinate, or douche.

o Ask victim if they are still wearing the same clothing they were wearing during the
assault. If they are, tell the victim not to change and come as they are. If they are not wearing the
same clothing, instruct the victim to leave the clothing as is and in its present location.

e Advise the victim not to move or touch anything at the assault location and not to disturb

items used as weapons.

Once the victim decides he/she wants a sexual assault examination, and law enforcement
determines that The Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate and a SANE will be needed, law

enforcement will inform the dispatcher to notify the on-call Haven Staff.

"JANE DOE" REP ING
A sexual assault victim shall have the right to have a medical forensic examination
regardless of whether the victim participates in the criminal justice system or cooperates with
law enforcement in pursuing prosecution of the underlying crime (O.C.G.A. § 17-5-72). Pursuant
to O0.C.G.A. § 17-5-74, the tenn "unreported sexual assault kit" means a sexual assault kit
collected from a victim who has consented to the collection of the sexual assault kit but who has

not reported the alleged crime to law enforcement.
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

If a sexual assault victim calls 911 or the Crisis Hotline requesting a medical forensic
examination for sexual assault, but does not wish to make a report to law enforcement, dispatch
is to contact the appropriate law enforcement agency. A Haven Rape Crisis Advocate and a
SANE will also be contacted. The victim will be directed to the Haven Rape Crisis Center for a
medical examination. Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection
Kit will be completed. The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the
SANE with the victim's information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law
Enforcement Officer. The Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information
sheet regarding the sexual assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet
shall include the victim's sex, date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the
victim's name. The GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law

enforcement to the GBI Crime Laboratory.

If the victim goes to the hospital requesting a medical forensic examination for sexual
assault, but doesn't want to make a report to law enforcement, the hospital shall contact the
appropriate law enforcement agency and a Haven Rape Crisis Advocate. The Advocate will then
contact the on-call SANE. If needed, the Advocate will transport the victim to the Haven Rape
Crisis Center for the examination after the victim has signed a confidentiality agreement.
Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be completed.
The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the SANE with the victim's
information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law Enforcement Officer. The
Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information sheet regarding the sexual
assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet shall include the victim's sex,
date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the victim's name. The GBI
Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law enforcement to the GBI Crime

Laboratory per current GBI policies and procedures.

If the victim does not cooperate with law enforcement in the investigation or prosecution
of a sexual assault, the investigating law enforcement agency shall maintain any physical
evidence collected as a result of such sexual assault that contains biological material, including,

but not limited to, stains, fluids, or hair samples that relate to the identity of the perpetrator of the
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sexual assault, for not less than 12 months from the date any such physical evidence is collected

(0.C.G.A. §1 7-5-72(b)).

A sexual assault victim shall not be required to pay, directly or indirectly, for the cost of a
forensic medical examination. The cost of a forensic medical examination shall be paid for by

the Georgia Crime Victims Emergency Fund (O.C.G.A. §17-5-72)

No prosecuting attorney, investigating law enforcement agency, or government official
shall ask or require any victim of a sexual assault to submit to a polygraph examination or any
other truth-telling device as a condition precedent to investigating a sexual assault. The refusal of
a victim to submit to a polygraph examination or any other truth-telling device shall not prevent
an investigation or prosecution of any sexual assault (0.C.G.A. § 17-5-73). At the time of
medical forensic examination, no alleged victim shall be required to assign or waive any rights
afforded to him or her in the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights or that might prevent the alleged

victim from seeking relief from the Crime Victims Compensation Board (0.C.G.A. § 35-1-2).

e Notification of On-call Sexual Assault Response Team

If the victim is at the medical facility:

Hospitals receiving patients reporting incidents of sexual assault shall immediately
contact law enforcement in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 31-7-9 mandating all non-accidental
injuries be reported. Patients will retain the right to initiate, participate in, and/or cooperate with
any law enforcement investigation of such assault.

e The nursing staff should contact the appropriate 911 Dispatch and The Haven Rape Crisis
Center at 229-244-1765.

e The E.R. physician or physician extender will provide a medical screening examination.

e Ifno treatment is indicated in the Emergency Department and a SANE is on-call then the
patient will be escorted to The Haven Rape Crisis Center by the responding law enforcement
agency for a medical forensic examination and evidence collection if within the 120 hour time

frame.
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e If the patient has obvious injuries or requires medical treatment in the Emergency
Department, the responding law enforcement agency will contact the on-call Haven Rape Crisis
Advocate who will contact the on-call SANE. The medical forensic examination will be
performed at the hospital.

o If there is no SANE on-call, then the emergency department will proceed with the medical
forensic examination and evidence collection.

e Ifthe victim is not able to give consent for the medical forensic examination or cannot make
a report to law enforcement based on their cognitive, developmental, or physical disability, it is
essential to find out if the victim has a legal guardian and, if so, who the legal guardian is for the
victim that can provide consent for medical procedures. The medical forensic examination can be

conducted in emergency situations.

If the victim is at the scene:
e The incident is reported through the appropriate 911 Center and forwarded to a law
enforcement agency. Law enforcement will request 911 to contact The Haven Rape Crisis Center
via crisis line at 229-244-1765.
e Uniformed patrol is dispatched to the victim.
e Uniformed patrol advises his/her supervisor of facts and the determination is made whether
to contact the on-call Detective/Investigator and the on-call Haven Rape Crisis Advocate.
e The Appropriate 911 Center notifies the Detective/Investigatory and Haven Rape Crisis
Advocate. If there is a SANE on-call, the Advocate will contact the on-call SANE. Response
time for the Advocate is no more than 45 minutes following initial notification. Response time
for the on-call SANE is no more than 60 minutes following initial notification.
e IfaSANE is on-call, the victim should be transported to The Haven Rape Crisis Center. If
the victim has visible physical injuries, then the victim should be transported to the nearest
available medical facility capable of providing basic life support.
e IfaSANE is not on-call, then the victim should be transported to an emergency room to

proceed with the examination and collection of evidence.
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In any case in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, or Lanier Counties (The Alapaha Judicial
Circuit) where any child under 12 years of age presents to law enforcement or DFCS with an
acute sexual assault case (defined as any type of penetration within 72-96 hours for any child

under 12) the following protocol shall be followed:

e The Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes County (hereinafter “CAC”) shall be contacted
via their crisis line at 229-300-4366.

e The CAC Representative will determine that the case meets the above criteria and will
contact the on call Pediatric SANE nurse, Forensic Interviewer with the Child Advocacy Center,
District Attorney Chase L. Studstill, or any other Assistant District Attorney. A victim advocate

from the District Attorney’s office may also be contacted.

e An interview of the child will be conducted at the Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes
County following the Forensic Interview Protocol by a Forensic Interviewer from the CAC. The
on-call forensic interviewer has 15 minutes to respond to the initial notification/call. Once the
forensic interviewer completes the screening process, the forensic interviewer has one hour to
arrive on-site at the CAC to conduct the forensic interview. Discretion will be used by the on-call

forensic interviewer whether a forensic interview will be conducted after 11:00PM.

e The on call Pediatric SANE nurse will be present for this interview along with other

members of the MDT team.

e Afier the forensic interview of the child, the child will be transported to the appropriate

facility and a sexual assault exam will be conducted by the on call Pediatric SANE.
e The CAC agrees to provide a copy of the interview notes to the on call Pediatric SANE nurse

and the on call Pediatric SANE nurse agrees to provide a copy of the medical history to the

CAC.
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For any case involving a child 12 years of age or older, Law Enforcement shall contact
the Haven Victim Advocate via crisis line at 229-244-1765 as usual per the SART Protocol.
Should Law Enforcement believe that a Forensic Interview is needed prior to the SANE exam,

they shall contact The Children's Advocacy on call line at 229-300-4366.

e If the abuse occurred greater than 96 hours prior to the disclosure of said abuse, a non-
emergent exam can be conducted at the Lowndes CAC (3325 Skipper Bridge Road,
Valdosta, Georgia) by a medical provider. Most children with current marks, bruises, or other
visible palpable injuries may have a non-acute exam at the CAC. If a child/teen has burns or
broken bones due to possible physical abuse, they will need to be seen in the nearest Hospital
Emergency Department. If the child is younger than three years of age, they may require an
x-ray or MRI at the hospital. Law Enforcement and DFCS may call the CAC main phone

number at 229-245-5364 to schedule a non-emergent exam.

e Law Enforcement Agency Responses

e The Role of Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers play a crucial role in overcoming a victim's psychological
hurdles and obtaining a victim's cooperation in a sexual assault investigation. Since a victim's
ability to cope with the crime and its aftermath may prove critical to the ultimate success of
criminal prosecution, it is imperative that law enforcement agencies treat the victim of sexual

assault with the utmost compassion.

Law enforcement officers must remain sensitive to the individuality of each victim and
the massive impact a sexual assault may have upon the victim and the victim's family and
friends. Law enforcement officers should take into account not only the particular assault
suffered by each victim, but the victim's age, physical abilities and culture (e.g.,
cognitive/developmentally and physical disability considerations, deaf/hard of hearing

considerations, elderly considerations, lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender/queer/ questioning
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(LGBT+) considerations, male victim considerations, African American considerations,
immigrant and refugee considerations, Latino/Hispanic considerations, sex trafficking victims

considerations, and faith considerations).

e The Respondin w _Enforcement Officer
The first law enforcement officer to reach a sexual assault victim is usually a uniformed
officer. This officer, as with others who investigate the case, should quickly develop a positive

rapport with the victim while initiating the gathering of evidence.

(1.) Immediate Response

¢ The responding officer should first address the victim's physical and medical needs.
Emergency first aid should be offered, if necessary, while awaiting an emergency medical
response unit.

e The responding officer should be calm, sympathetic and understanding. To increase the
victim's emotional comfort and security prior to a transfer to a medical facility/ Rape Crisis
Center, the officer should explain to the victim the actions anticipated on the victim's behalf,
including a physical examination.

e The officer should also ask the victim to refrain from washing, showering, brushing teeth,
using a mouthwash, smoking, eating, chewing gum, breathe mints, hard candy, drinking,
douching, urinating, or defecating to prevent the loss of valuable physical evidence. The
evidentiary importance of preserving personal clothing and articles from the crime scene should
be explained. Even if a victim has bathed, douched, or changed clothing, the officer should
transport the victim to the appropriate medical facility for a medical forensic examination.

e The responding officer should also ask the victim basic questions about the sexual assault.
Not more than two officers should conduct questioning in the greatest privacy available, and
questioning should be limited in scope to crucial information immediately needed by law
enforcement.

e The crime scene will be processed per the investigating agency's operating policy.
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e If the responding officer proceeds to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center where the
victim is taken, the officer should:
a. Remain at the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center until the investigating law
enforcement officer(s) has arrived; and
b. Thoroughly brief the investigating law enforcement officer(s) on any information
about the victim, the assault, the assailant, and the crime scene, which the officer has
obtained. These briefings should take place in a private setting where other patients or

hospital personnel cannot overhear confidential information.

(2.) Delaved Reporting

Forensic evidence may remain for a general time period of up to 120 hours in the victim's
body or there may be evidence of tearing or other internal abrasions. For this reason, the victim
should be encouraged to seek medical care. A medical forensic examination includes the
collection of medical history to guide the medical provider, such as a SANE or other qualified
individual, in delivering medical care tailored to address the specific inquiries and medical needs
of the patient. The medical forensic examination provides treatment including but not limited to
Prophylaxis, Safety Plan Assessment, Fatality/Risk Assessment, Mental Health Assessment for
Rape Trauma Syndrome, STI testing, Strangulation Assessment, and Intimidate Partner Violence

(IPV) Assessment.

(3.) The Medical Examination and Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers should not be present during the medical examination of a
sexual assault victim, unless there is a specific evidentiary or investigative necessity that requires
their attendance. Any person, particularly a sexual assault victim, deserves a personal
examination free of unnecessary, non-medical strangers.

e The Investigator's Response

I. An Investigator will usually be summoned to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center
where the victim has been taken. The Investigator should respond immediately to the facility.
The Investigator should conduct a thorough interview with the victim and should document the
facts of the investigation and, if necessary, request The Haven Rape Crisis Center record the

interview with both audio and video equipment.
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During the initial contact, the Investigator should:

e Clearly identify himself/herself to the victim

e Verify the information obtained by the dispatcher and/or responding officer which may help
the police locate the suspect;

e Attempt to explain to the victim what is being done on the victim's behalf

e Inform the victim that another interview may be conducted at a later time.

¢ Interviews conducted by SANEs should be limited to medical history and sexual assault
history pertinent to guiding the exam only and for the purpose of any medical diagnosis and
treatment. It is imperative that every SANE remains focused on their role as a medical
professional, while also protecting the privacy and confidentiality of the patient in their care.

e The victim's interview at The Haven Rape Crisis Center may be video/audio recorded with
informed consent. It will ultimately be left up to the victim/patient whether they wish to have
their Medical forensic history recorded. Notice to the victim shall be accomplished by placing at
least one sign, printed in both English and Spanish, in the area where the interview shall be
conducted advising the victim that the interview may be video/audio recorded. Victims may be
asked to sign a written form consenting to the video/audio recording of the interview. If a victim
choses to not have his/her medical forensic history recorded then every effort should be made to
notify the assigned law enforcement Investigator in order to allow their presence for the medical
forensic history interview.

e The Investigator may consult with the victim advocate to explain the actions being taken by
the police and to seek their cooperation and assistance in future contacts with the victim.

e Transportation arrangements will be made to a safe location for the victim.

e The Investigator should verify that the chain of custody of the evidence obtained at the
medical facility/Rape Crisis Center is maintained correctly. The Investigator should ensure that
all evidence collected is inventoried and prepared for transfer to the crime laboratory if
appropriate. Investigators should confirm with the evidence custodian that the evidence 1S

transferred to the lab in a timely manner.
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e Victim Follow Up:

The primary law enforcement officer will keep in touch with the victim as needed and as
is applicable for the investigation process. The primary law enforcement officer should refer the

victim to a Victim Advocate as determined necessary by the investigator.

e The Case Report:

The primary investigation officer in a sexual assault case has the crucial responsibility of
compiling all the information learned through the investigation. The case report will be the main
source of information for the prosecutors handling the case. Therefore, it is imperative that every

cffort is made to be as thorough, accurate and informative as possible in building the report.

o R risis Center Respons

Although several different agencies come in contact with sexual assault victims at various
stages after a sexual assault is reported, the Haven Rape Crisis Center is the coordinating agency
for sexual victims, providing consistent support, consistent treatment, and advocacy throughout
the process. The Haven Rape Crisis Center provides emotional support and crisis intervention to
sexual assault victims and their families.
e Initial response

The safety and well-being of the victim should be the first concern of the victim service
provider. The role of the victim service provider is to:
e With the consent of the victim, help identify and address the immediate concerns of the
victims, (e.g., are they in a safe place, are there family and friends whom the victim wishes to be
contacted, are medical care or transportation to the hospital needed, is clothing needed to wear
home from the hospital);
e Instruct the victim to not destroy evidence by eating, drinking, bathing, urinating, douching ,
or washing clothes;
e Provide emotional support and crisis intervention to victim and their families;
e Be present during medical forensic examination (at the request of the SANE and/or victim);
and

e Help arrange transportation to and from the hospital or medical facility;
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For their own safety, and to avoid interfering with the investigation, victim advocates
shall not go to the crime scene unless accompanied by law enforcement. Victim advocates are
not investigators or attorneys and do not investigate cases or give legal advice. The advocate at
no time will ask the victim questions related to the details of the assault. The role of the victim
advocate should be explained to the victim. The advocate should determine whether the victim
wishes to receive victim services.

Sexual offenders may be predatory and/or serial offenders. As such, any notification of a
sexual assault to the advocate should be reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency.
While the victim may decide not to pursue a criminal complaint of the incident, it may be

important to other ongoing investigations that law enforcement is made aware of the assault.

e Basic Services

Rape Crisis Advocates need to achieve an effective balance between advocating for
victims and working within the parameters of the criminal justice system. Basic services

provided by the Rape Crisis Center to victims, their families and friends may include:

e On-site examination room for use by Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners for medical
assessment, medical treatment, proper support assessments, and collection of evidence;

e A twenty-four hour crisis line;

. Accompanying a victim to a medical facility and providing support throughout the
medical examination;

e Provide clothing and hygiene items;

e Ifa survivor wishes the assistance, an advocate will accompany the survivor for any follow-
up medical visits;

e Throughout and after the medical visit, advocates help survivors deal with symptoms of
anxiety, fear, depression, loss of control, and decreased assertiveness;

e Advocates may accompany victim during initial police contact at medical facility;

e Video interviewing facilities for interviewing the victim;

e Victims will be referred to a counseling service. Valdosta State University students will be

made aware of counseling services offered by the university;
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e Victims will be offered the choice to participate in support groups provided free of charge by
the Haven Rape Crisis Center;

e Advocates provide victims with assistance in understanding reporting options, victims' rights,
filing for crime victims' compensation, support throughout the prosecution of the case and
accompaniment to court;

e Information and referral to community resources; and

e Staff or volunteers will interact with agencies and individuals on behalf of sexual assault

victims in order to achieve a particular goal or results.
The advocate needs the cooperation of many other agencies to provide information and

support. Networking and maintaining effective lines of communication with law enforcement,

medical, prosecutorial, criminal justice, and other social service organizations are essential.
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The role of the medical forensic personnel is to provide a timely, high-quality medical
forensic examination that can potentially validate and address sexual assault patients' concerns,
minimize the trauma they may experience, and promote their healing. At the same time, it can
increase the likelihood that evidence collected will aid in criminal case investigation, resulting in
perpetrators being held accountable and further sexual violence prevented. The main role of the
medical forensic personnel shall always relate to treatment and assessment rather than forensic in
collecting and preserving evidence. Medical forensic examinations shall be performed by a
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner ("SANE"), physician, nurse practitioner or physician's assistant

("PA") trained in performing suqh exams.

Medical forensic examination responsibilities include:

e Obtaining informed consent from the patient for the medical forensic examination,
documentation and evidence collection

e Gathering the medical forensic history Conducting a medical physical examination
Coordinating treatment of injuries Documentation of biologic and physical findings Collection of
evidence from patient Documentation of findings

e Providing information, treatment, and referrals for STis, pregnancy Follow-up as

needed for additional treatment and/or collection of evidence Providing testimony at trial.

e The Medica rensic Examinati

¢ Who May Request an Examination

With the consent of the patient, medical forensic examinations can be performed at the request of
(1) a Law Enforcement Agency, (2) the District Attorney’s Office, (3) the Medical Examiner or
County Coroner’s Office, (4) a Hospital, (5) Pursuant to a Court Order, or (6) at the
Patient’s/Victim’s Request Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §17-5-72.
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e Procedures for the Examination

In order to preserve the patient's dignity and confidentiality, all aspects of the medical
forensic examination, including consent, medical history, and details of the assault, will be
conducted in a private office or secluded space. A trained victim advocate will be available to
accompany the patient and offer emotional support during the examination. The advocate will at
no time ask the patient questions related to the details of the assault. After explaining to the
patient the details of the examination, additional consents are obtained, a secondary assessment
is performed, and the history of the patient and the assault are taken. Note that while it is
important to document the history of the patient and the assault as completely as possible, the
examiner should not inquire about or document irrelevant aspects of the patient's sexual history.
After completing the documentation for this phase, a serum or urine pregnancy test is ordered on
women with childbearing capabilities. The SANE shall perform a complete medical forensic
examination and upon completion, provide the patient with the proper precautionary medications
to help guard against certain sexually transmitted diseases and Plan B birth control medication.
These medications are prescribed by the physician supervising the SANE. The SANE shall
complete the Sexual Assault Response Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence
Collection Form and return it to the Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate within 5 business days.

Said form will then be made available to the Investigator and Prosecutor.

e Collection of Forensic Evidence

Any forensic evidence collected within 120 hours of a sexual assault should be
documented in the Georgia Bureau of Investigation/Division of Forensic Sciences Sexual
Assault Evidence Collection Kit (GBI/DOFS). The findings of the exam should be documented
completely, noting injuries on the relevant anatomical diagrams. After the examination and
evidence collection are completed, the examiner should check the labeling of all evidence and
package it as instructed in the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. The SANE shall
release the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit, a copy of the Sexual Assault Response
Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence Collection Form, and all evidence
collected to the appropriate law enforcement official. The official should sign for this material,

establishing a "chain of custody".
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Adequate and proper collection of specimen samples from the patient's body for forensic
analysis is essential following the medical care of the patient. Biologic evidence collection shall
be conducted in accordance with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) procedures using a
GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. This kit shall be utilized to collect samples from
the patient's body to perform semen testing through DNA analysis. A separate Drug Facilitated
Sexual Assault kit for biological specimens shall be utilized for collection of blood and urine
samples from the patient's body to determine if the sexual assault was drug facilitated. The
instruction sheet provided in each kit should be followed explicitly for proper evidence
collection. Inadequate collection and/or preservation of evidence may hinder suspect
identification. Immediate air drying (no heat) of samples is critical for the optimum preservation
of the evidence. All labeling or identifying information must be accurately completed. The label
should include: the name of the patient, date and time of collection, sample source (or contents of

clean paper bag when clothes are collected), and person collecting the sample.

Georgia law requires consent to any and all medical procedures (O.C.G.A. § 31-9-2).
Under O.C.G.A. § 31-9-7, the legal age of consent for medical treatment is 18. However, there
are exceptions. For tests and treatment connected with pregnancy, a female can consent

regardless of her age or marital status.

Under O.C.G.A. § 31-17-7, any minor can consent without either parent's permission to
those medical services, which deal with the treatment of a sexually transmitted disease.

Emergency cases can be rendered under implied consent.

After completion of a forensic exam, the SANE or medical provider conducting the

medical forensic examination will complete all required documents and payment forms as
provided by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) of Georgia. The required forms
and documents will be submitted by the SANE or medical provider to the Haven Rape Crisis

Center directly for reimbursement for exam costs only.
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Sexual Assault Kit tracking will be provided to all victims for updates on the location and
status of sexual assault kits throughout the criminal justice process, including the initial
collection in sexual assault medical forensic examination perfonned at medical facilities, receipt
and storage at law enforcement agencies, receipt and analysis at forensic laboratories, and any

destruction after completion of analysis.

Tracking will allow facilities performing sexual assault medical forensic examinations,
law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, the Division of Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau
of Investigation, and other entities having custody of sexual assault kits to update and track the
status and location of sexual assault kits. Victims of sexual assault will be able to anonymously
track or receive updates regarding the status of their sexual assault kits using electronic

technology or technologies allowing continuous access (0.C.G.A. § 17-5-74).

e Prosecuti esponse

A crime is an illegal act or omission for which someone can be punished by the
government. A felony crime is a prohibited act, which carries possible punishment of one year or
more in the State Penitentiary. Under Georgia law, all felonies are in the jurisdiction of Superior
Court and are prosecuted by the District Attorney's Office for the Circuit in which the crime was
committed. The District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit prosecutes felony

cases in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

Most crime victims regard a criminal case as their case and expect the prosecutor to
pursue the case according to their wishes. Victims of sexual assault, which can include some of
the most violent and traumatic cases handled by prosecutors, are no exception to this general
rule. This sometimes results in conflict between the victim and prosecutor as to the appropriate
resolution of the criminal case. While the victim is primarily concerned only with their
individual case and feelings regarding the case, the prosecutor has taken an oath to uphold the
Constitution and laws of the United States and the State of Georgia. The prosecutor represents
the interests of the people of the State of Georgia (i.e., society as a whole) not merely the

interests of the individual victim.

Page 19 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

It is the ultimate legal responsibility of the prosecutor to determine the disposition of any
case, including sexual assault crimes. It is the policy of the District Attorney's Office of the
Alapaha Judicial Circuit to make such a determination after careful consideration of the feelings
and position of the victim, victim's family members and the law enforcement investigator who
has had primary responsibility for the investigation. While the majority of cases prosecuted by
the District's Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit are resolved with the agreement
of the victim, such cannot always be the case. In any event, it is the policy of the District
Attorney's Office to explain the reasons for disposition of cases to victims. This is especially
important when the disposition is contrary to the victim's wishes. If, after hearing the reasons, a
victim is not in agreement with the disposition of the criminal case, he or she always has the
option of filing a civil suit against the perpetrator in which the victim will be a named party and

can direct his or her private attorney as to how to proceed in that action.

e Victim Services - Office of District Attorney

In 1995, the Georgia Legislature adopted the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights (Codified at
O0.C.G.A. § 17-17-1). These rights include but are not limited to:

e The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any scheduled court proceedings or
any changes to such proceedings;

e The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of the arrest, release, or escape of the
accused;

e The right not to be excluded from any scheduled court proceedings, except as provided in
this chapter or as otherwise required by law;

o The right to be heard at any scheduled court proceedings involving the release, plea, or
sentencing of the accused;

o The right to file a written objection in any parole proceedings involving the accused;

e The right to confer with the prosecuting attorney in any criminal prosecution related to the
victim;

e The right to restitution as provided by law;

e The right to proceedings free from unreasonable delay; and
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e The right to be treated fairly and with dignity by all criminal justice agencies involved in the
case.

The first requirement for a victim to exercise his or her rights is to be made aware of
those rights. The District Attorney's Office of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit provides local law
enforcement agencies an outline of those rights for distribution to crime victims. This outline is
given to the victim by the responding officer and includes the phone number of the District

Attorney’s Office Victim Assistance Program for further information.

If a member of the District Attorney's Office is not called to the scene, an attempt to
contact the victim of a sexual assault will be made within 24 to 48 hours or at a reasonable time
once sufficient information becomes available. Incident reports from investigating law

enforcement agencies are examined daily to insure victim notification.

Upon initial contact, one of the District Attorney's Victim Advocates will attempt to
coordinate an immediate face-to-face interview and will advise the victim of his or her rights
under O.C.G.A. § 17-17-1, et. seq. If the responding officer did not provide the victim rights
outline to the victim, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will provide that outline, as well as

a copy of a brochure explaining the criminal justice process in basic terms.

The District Attorney's Victim Advocate will also explain the availability of victim
compensation and will offer assistance with completing the application, as well as contacting the
Governor's Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Division of Victim Compensation if needed.
The District Attorney's Office appeals adverse decisions of Victim Compensation if the office
believes that the denial was made in error. At the initial meeting, as well as subsequent meetings,
the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will make reference to support services appropriate to

the needs of the victim.

Whenever possible, the District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of any proceeding in
which the release of the accused will be considered and offers the victim the opportunity to
express his or her opinion on the release of the accused pending judicial disposition. If any

accused is released on a pre-trial bond, a bond after conviction, or given a probated sentence, the
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District Attorney's Office requests of the Court to make "no contact with the victim, directly or
indirectly," a condition of the release. The District Attorney's Office further notifies the victim of
his or her right to notify the office if the accused violates the condition of release or if anyone
else subjects them to threats or intimidation. Upon a victim's written complaint of such and/or
other evidence produced, the District Attorney's Office can take action to petition the Court to

revoke bond or probation and/or bring criminal charges against such individual.

During any hearing or trial, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate makes all reasonable
attempts, consistent with Court facilities, to ensure that the victim waits in an area separate from

the accused, his friends, and family.

Prior to disposition of the accuser's case, the prosecutor offers the victim the opportunity
to express the victim's opinion on the disposition of the case, including plea or sentence
negotiations and participation in pre-trial or post-trial diversion programs. The oppoltunity is
given for both oral opinion and also in the form of a written Victim Impact Statement from the

victim.

The District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of all hearing/court dates/post
adjudication proceedings, which can affect the custodial status or disposition of the case. This is
accomplished by both telephone contact and with written notice when possible. Victims are also
notified of appellate/parole decisions and where possible, the prosecutor assists the victim in
communicating with both the Department of Corrections (prison system) and Parole Board. The
prosecutor's office also assists the victim with enrolling in the 24 hour automated notification
system operated by the Department of Corrections to notify the victim of any escapes from

custody by the perpetrator.
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e General Procedures

After a suspect is arrested, the Magistrate Judge forwards a copy of the warrant to the
District Attorney. Cases are assigned to a specific prosecutor when the warrant is received. The
District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit primarily utilizes a hybrid-vertical
prosecution case-assignment system. Therefore, the prosecutor initially assigned the case will
follow it through until its conclusion in the office. The ultimate assignment of prosecutors to a
case is the responsibility of the elected District Attorney who has that legal obligation as part of

his official duties.

In every case which appears to be able to be resolved only by trial, as opposed to some
other disposition, the prosecutor and advocates make all reasonable efforts to visit the courtroom
with the victim when there is no court action taking place in order to acclimate the victim to the
courtroom and explain trial procedures in an attempt to raise the comfort level for the victim

under admittedly unpleasant circumstances.

Each sexual assault victim is provided the name and phone number of the prosecutor and
victim advocates assigned to his or her case, and the staff of the District Attorney's Office is
always available to advise and consult with victims, from the date of the incident, until literally

decades later when parole issues arise.

e Financial Resources

There are a number of costs associated with a sexual assault, in particular the costs of
collecting evidence; hospital or health provider fees including fees for the physical examination;
lab expenses including the collection of specimens, tests for pregnancy and tests to detect the
presence of HIV antibodies; medications to prevent sexually transmitted diseases; follow-up; and
treatment for any injuries. In addition there may be costs to the victim of lost wages, and for a

family, funeral expenses.
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When evidence relating to an allegation of rape is collected in the course of a medical
examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime Victims
Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be responsible for the cost of
the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the limited purpose of

collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-1)

When evidence relating to an allegation of aggravated sodomy is collected in the course

of a medical examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime

Victims Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be financially
responsible for the cost of the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the

limited purpose of collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-2)

(2.) Victims' Compensation Fund

For other medical costs associated with the assault such as the pregnancy test, test for
HIV, emergency contraception, and treatment for any injuries, reimbursement can be claimed
through the Victims' Compensation Fund, and if an application is made and approved payment
will made directly to the hospital or other medical provider, including a Sexual Assault Nurse
Examiner. However if a victim is insured or on Medicaid, then those sources should be sought

before the Victims' Compensation Fund is used.
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We, as members of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol
Committee, hereby sign our support and commitment to the policies and procedures as
documented and set forth herein this Protocol, to the training and implementation of such, and to
the ongoing process of facilitating through the Sexual Assault Response Team, a multi-

disciplinary, coordinated response to the crime of sexual assault and sexual assault victims.

Approved and adopted this (:’ "/day of September, 2025.

At Large Members:
Dlslnct Attorney Chase L. Studstill Michelle Girtman
Chairmen, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee Executive Director
Alapaha Judicial Circuit The Haven Rape Crisis Center

]

. - /[

S/Z} U s Ao // @ V\LJLO—OW

Dr. Stewart Warren, MD -leé!‘rrn-{fﬂ v AN ASANE

Magnolia Urgent Care The Haven Rape Cr151s Center

Local Citizen Member Sexual Assault Health Care Professional
Touylor Strickland

Sexval Assault A Wode
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ATKINSON COUNTY

Covcel 3 "N oy B e Aunerchmont H7

Honorable Carol G. Durrance, Judge David Moore, Sheriff
Magistrate Court of Atkinson County Atkinson County Sheriff’s Office
s Y i
/9—{’-"?/"7 %@_ et/ BN, e
Derrick Touchton, Police Chief Amber DeCosta, RN, County Nurse Manager
Pearson Poligg Department Georgia Department of Public Health

Francisco ¥#néhez. Police Chief
WillacoochiggAolice Department
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BERRIEN COUNTX

- =R =

Honorable Doug Gdsklhs,‘h%
Berrien County Magistrate Court

=

Definis| Hagood, Police Chief
Alapaha Police Department

7 o r:'i/
s

Ronald Knowles, Police Chief
Nashville Police Department

/\DZU’L’% ﬁﬁl{)ﬂ/\ﬂ&)

Lol

Ray Vaulk, Sheriff
Berrien County Sheriff’s Office

Anthony Perkins, Police Chief
Enigma Police Department

YV

Dawn Bowen, BSN, RN, County Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health

Rébert Owens, Police Chief
Ray City Police Department
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CLINCH COUNTY

_ ) /

'X((Lw ﬂqul,@,e/ ;4,,[5 o
Honor le KimSmith, Judge 1 u\hv AN Raymond Peterson, Sheriff
C Ilncl ounty Magistrate Court Clinch County Sheriff’s Office

//7’%/ A;W/fx MW‘_Q\_QP"‘/

Keith Jackson, Police Chief Jemmifer McDonald, RN, County Nurse Manager
Homerville Police Department Georgia Department of Public Health
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&

/7 COOK COUNTY / ; ;
rd ;__‘ y o I-; I/ %
f/f &—-’/Vw"_'"'--..______ /_f/ éﬁ//

ilonora e Stephen M. Chammoun, Chief Judge Doug Hanks, Sheriff

£

/é’ :

Audie Rowe, Police Chief
Adel Police Department

.

"Tavoris Belclr, Police Chief
Sparks Police Department

Cook County Sheriff’s Office

%*L"""‘“’f— ({“(\.C.HD L F'CLJ
Rebecca Allgood, RN, County Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health

=
Joel 55@1 Police Chief
ox Police Department

-
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LANIER COUNTY

4

':_ N \\Jé!: ,;L/ .
0y oy .’) Mm sl
Nick Norton. Sheriff

"fonorable Victoria Jewell, Chief Judge
Lanier County Magistrate Court Lanier County Sheriff’s Office

77,@&74 J uﬁfmg‘ N

Michael Slushér, Police Chiel Lauren Lee, RN, C%unty Nurse Manager
Lakeland Police Department Georgia Department of Public Health
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Addendum 1:

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERS TANDING

aeteenent, dated Decemher 72020 s enten Ao et eor e i Connt 077 0
et e Batieied Weensess Sheier, e dba e Hlaaen's Grzual Aa e
tor, end s wiirten todaolitate an agreement helween [he parties for services el 1

Conte
gocls and implemenation of tie standards o Nusing Practice as sef (o1l by the nicination |

Assatation of Fosmnsic Murses (1ALt conduding lorensic examinaticns.
UNDERSTANDING AGREEMENTS, SUPPORT AND RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS:

A, Clinch Courty Memorial Hospital agrees to:

Make involvernent of crititied rape crisis advocates a component of the standatd
|agparse to a repor L of sexudl abuse by calling the 24hour crisis line at 22.9-244-

1765

Any tinie that an incident or allegation of sexual abuse is discovered or reported
within 120 hours of the incident, Clinch County Merorial Hospital will notify the
cexual abuse to The Haven's Sexual Assault Response Center fora forensic

medical exam, and to meet with an advocate

Ifthe incident cccurred more than 120 hours prior to the report, Ciinch County
Mernorial Hospital will ensuze that the victim receives a medical evaluation from o
MD and any needed treatrent; and cortact information for The |Haver's Sexual
Assault Resporse Cenler the next business day for advocacy services

Clinch County Memorial Hospital will also provide Tha Haven's Sexual Assauit
Response Center contact information to the patient.

Resped‘the confidential nature of communication between The Haven's Sexual
Assault Response Conter advocates and patients at Clinch County Memoial

Hospital

6. Unsure thal The Haven's Sexual Assault Response Centel advocates are cleared to
enter the Clinch County Memortal Hospital for meetings, training sessions o1 0
meet with patients. Clinch County Memorial Hospital will provide for otherlogistical
needs, such as private meeting space if needed

5. Facilitate the placement of information witi instructicns on how tu access The
Havory's Sexual Assault Response Ceator hetline in areas visthle to all paticrls an:i

sinployoss,

B. Allow patients the ability ro comaunicate iy questinns nrcoaceniy to L Haw

Spwual Asseult Ressunse Conter staft




B. The Haven Sexual Assault Response Centel agrees to:

4

A

~

Respond to teguests flom Clinch Ceunty Memonal Hospiial To pravide advorasy

and lorensic nxams to patlcuts.

Respond Lo calls from Clinch Caunty Mermarial Hospital reccived on The Haven™

Sexual Assault Response Center hatline

Provide foliow-up services and crisis intervention contacts Lo viclims of sexual
assault at Clinch County Memorial Hospital, as resources allow.

Worl with designated Clinch Caunty Memorial Hospital officials to obtain security
clearance and follow all facility guidelines for safety and security, as necessary.
Maintain confidentiality as outlined by The Battered Wormnen's Shelter, Inc, dba Tha
fHaven's agency standards

Obtain the patient's consent and a release of information prior to contacting Clinch
County Mermorial Hospital or other third parties about any fears or concermns the
patient has related to his/ver safety or well-being.

Provide saxual assault focused training for staff, as neaded.

Communicate any questions or CONCErns about the MOU to Clinch County

Mermorial Hospital.

({&_&é’ao& / Qmwﬂ“fﬂ lo-772C

Angela Ammons, CEQ

Date

Clinch County Memorial Haspital

Michelle Girtrnan, Director

The Battered Women's Shelter, Inc.

Dba The Haven's Sexual Assault Response Center
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PHIT hergin shadl be consliaed o inelnde EPTH ASSOUTATTHE

apmlicable, and all reforances (o
59 PHE in a4 masner Ul wonld

azrees nob (o use or disciose (v peanit the use or diselosire
violate the requirements of e P'rivazy Standards or Szourity Staudnvds 1T the PHIT were sed or
disclosed by Authotity in tie same manier. ASSOCIATTT shall use appropriate suleguards Lo
prevent the usc oi disclosure of PIIT other than as expressly permitled under thiy Agrecment

1.2 ASSOCIATE shall implement appropriate administrative, physical and technicul
safeguards and in all other respeets comply with Subpart C of 45 CUR Paut 164 in order to
protect the confidentialily, integeity and avuilability of the PHI and EPHI thut il creales, receives,
maintains ov transmits on behalC of Authority. ASSOCIATIE covenants that such safeguards shall
include, without limilation, implementing writlen policies and procedures in compliance with
HIPAA and ARRA, conducting & sccurity risk assessment, and tenining ASSOCIATE employces
who will have access to PHI with respect to the policies and procedures required by HIPAA and

ARRAL

13 In the event of a Security Incident, jncluding a Breach (as hereinafter defined) or
any ather use or disclosure which is nol permilted under this Agreement of any PAT or EPHI that
ASSOTCIATE accesses, maintains, relains, modifics, records, stares, destroys, or atherwise halds
or uses on behalf of Authority in conneclion with the Busivess Arrangement, ASSOCIATL shall
teport such Security Incident or other incident Lo the Autherity within ten (10) days ol discovery
by the ASSOCIATE. '"Breach” shall mean the unauthorized acquisition, acccss, use, O
disclosure of PHI whieh compromiscs the seeurity o privacy af such informalion.

14  In the evont of a Breach of Unsecured PILL ASSOCIATE shal! provide Authority
with Notice thereof. Notice of a Breach shail be in wiiting and includs: () the identitication ol
cach individual whose PHI has been, or is reasonably believed to have been, accessed, acquired,
or disclosed during the Breach; (if) & wrief deseription of the circmnstanoes surrcunding the
fireach; (iii) the datc of the Breach; (iv) the date of discovery of the Drench; (v) the scope of the
Breach; (vi) ASSOCIATE's response to the Dreach and the identifivation of the party
regponsible for oausing the Breach, if known; (vii) & desctiption of the types of wnsecured PHI
involved in the Breach (v.g. numes, social sceurity nwmbers, dates of bilih, addresses, account
aumbers, diagnostic and disability codes, ele.); (viii) any steps which should be taken by aftected
individuals to protect themselves from potertial harm resuling from the Breach; (ix) a brict
deseription of whal ASSOCIATE is doing o investigate the Breach, Lo mitigate harm to
individuals, and to prolect againsl any {octher  Breaches; and (x) the nwme and contuct
formation of 4 laison whom the Authotity may cantuet with inquirics concsrning the eench.
15 ASSOCIATT shall supplement any Notice ol Breaeh provided w thi: Authouily as

mformation which was not koown al the time ol (e ovigingl Notice af RBreach bgcomus

available.

1.6 (n the cvent of a Hreach, ASSOCIATE sholl, w cousultation witl Authouily,
mitinate, to the extent practicable, any harmlul eifecl of such Breach thal 5 known (o

ASSOCIATL,

> Use of PITL ASSOCIATE shall use PHL (i) solely Tor Authority's benefit niud nuly Tot
for Authority as such surviees e defined o Nasiness

i putpese o performing survices
ol

(i) s necessary for the proper  management and  achminstiation

Arcmpements;  and
provided Tl snei s s Pl

ASSOCIATE or W cary oul its legal cesponsibilities,

cador fedenat and state law, Lxeeps 4 silierwise expressly pormilted Benein or i g by

__________——J



T, ASROCTEN T sl T b e o diselose L far iy purposes olher fun e 2t ahing
Aoy shiat retain all masts fnothe Pl o praated horons,
il

fon by ASSOCIATL are ual permitta tnless expieasly a0 s

Use, ereaiinn apd st ol

Tdentied nwalth infinmal
writing by Avihorily

3 Disclosure of PUL subject to any limiatons ib This Apreomait, ASSOCIAT sy
dgiselose PL to any third parly pecsans or entifies us pecessiry petform its obligations une.
lhe idusiness Amangemen: with Anthority and as penmitted or required by applicable federal o
state law. Further, ASSOCIATE may disclose PHU for the proper management anc
administration of ASSOCIATE, provided that: (i) such diselosures are required hy law; or (i)
ASSOCIATE: (2) obains reasonable assurances from any third party to whom the information is
disclosed that it will be held confidential and [urther used and disclosed only as required by lavw
o for the purpase for which it was disclosed fo the third party; (b) requires the third party 10
ee 1o immadiately notify ASSOCIATE of any instances of which it is aware that PH! is being
that is not otherwise provided for in this Agreement or far 2
c) ensures that all disclosures ol

ased oy diselosed for a purpose
purpose not expressly petmitied by the Privacy Standards; and (
PH1 by ASSOCIATE and the third party comply with the principle of "minirnum nECessary us
cessary to accomplish the intesded purpose

o>
o

and disclosure,” 1.s., only the munimum PHI that is e
may be disclosed, T ASSOCTATE discloses PHI received from Authorily, or created or received
by ASSOCIATE on behall of Authorily, to agents, including a pennitted subcontrasicr

(coilectively, 'Racipients"), ASSOCIATE shall require Recipients to agree in wiiting (o the
exine restrictiors and conditions that apply to ASSOCIATE under this Agreement. To the extent
permitted by law, ASSOCIATE shall be fully lizble to Awthority for any acts, failures or
omissions of Recipients in furnishing the serviees as if they were ASSOCLATE'S own acls,
failures or omissions. ASSOCIATE shall veport to Authority any use o disclosure of PIT ot
pesmiiled by this Agreement, of which it becomes zware, such ieport to be made within five (3)
days of ASSOCIATY becouiing aware of such use or disclosure. ASSOCIATE agress to
raitigate, to the extent practical and unless otherwise requested by Authortty m writing, any
harmful effet that is kaown to ASSOCIATE and is the result of a use vr disclosure of PHI by

ASSOCIATL or Recipienls in violation of this Agreement,

4. i i i ) If ASSOCIATE maintans o
Designated Record Sct on behalf of Authority, ASSOCIATE shall: (1) provide access to, and

permit inspection and copying of PHI by Authority or. as divected by Authority, an individual
who is the subject of the PHI under conditions and limitations required under 45 CPR §16:4.524,
as it may be amended from time o 1mg; and (i) amend PEI maintained by ASSOCIATL ax
requesied by Authorily. ASSOCIATY: shall respend to any request from Authority fov aecess by
an individual within five (5) days of sush requast and shall make any amendment requusted by
Authority within ten (10) days of such request. Tre infommation shall ba provided i the ot o
foamat requested, il it is readily produciblo in such form or format, or in snmmacy, o the
individua’ has agreed o advance 1o accepl the nformalion in summary Dot A reasunable, costs
based fee for copying DT way he chaged. Authorily shall determing whather o denfal iy
appropriate o an exception applies. ASSOCTATE shall natify Authorily within five (3) days of
receipt of any request [or aceess or amendinent by an individual. Anthorig shall dewnuing
whathe) 10 grant o deny any aceess oF amendment requested by the fndividuat. ASSOCLATL
ety Tur amencinents and for appending such requests to the

shall bave a provess i place forrega
Designated Record Set, as requested Ly Autharily,




5 Accounting ol Disclosures, ASSCOIATE shall aike pvailable to Autherity in response

(n o request from an individual, ifarnation required for an accounting of disclosures of P11
with rospee’ 1o the individuwol, i accordanee with 45 CER §164.528, os it may be umendad frenn
lime o time, incorporating sxceplions te such accounting designateed wnder the regulation. Such
acconntivg is hmited o disclosures hal were made in the six (6) years prior to the request and
shall not inelude any disclosures that were made prior to the compliance e of the rivacy
Standards. ASSOCIATE sht provide such information necessary 10 provide an accounting
within thirly (30) days of Authority's request, Sueh accounting must be provided without cost
Gist accounting requested by an individual within any

the jadividual or o Authority if U is the
¢ charged for subsequent

wwelve (12) month period; however, a reasonable, cost-bused fee may b
accountings it ASSOCIATE infurms Authority and Authority informs the individual in advance
of the fee, and the individual is afforded an opportunity to withdraw or modify the request. Such
accounting obligations shall survive termination of this Agreement and shall continue as long as

ASSOCIATE maintains PLHIL
Q. Withdrawal of Authgrization. I the use or disclosure of PHI in this Agresment is

based upen an individual's specific authorization for the use of his or her PHL and: (i) the
individual revokes such authorization in writing, (ii) the cftective dale of such authorization has
expired, or (iii) the consent or authorization is defective in any mannet that renders it invalid,
ASSOCIATLE agrees, if it has notice ol such revocation or invalidily, 1 ccase (e use and
diselosure of any such individual's PIIL except to the extenl it has relied on such use or
disclosure, or where an exceplion under the Privacy Standards expressly applies

7. Records i ASSOCIATE shall make available to the Secretary of the ULS,
Iepariment of Health and Human Services (the "Secretary") or ils agents, its intenis! practices,
books, and records relating 1o the use and disclosure of PHI recoived from, created, or received
by ASSCCIATE on behall of Authority for the purpose of determining Authority's campliance
with the Privacy Standards or any other Realth oversight agency, in # lime and manner
designated by the Sccretary. Lxeept to 1he extent prohibited By law, ASSQCIATE agrees io
notify Authorily imimediately upen receipt by ASSQCIATE of any and all requests by or on
behalf of any and ull governmert duthoritics scrved upon ASSOCIATL lor PHHL

8, Confidentiality.
8.1 ASSOCIATE shail fake any sieps reasonably required o (i) protect PUT fvom

unsuthorized uses or disclosures, and (i) taintain the confidentiality and integiity of PHL

8.2 The Partics shall comply with all fedeval and state laws governing  the
confidentiality and privacy of health information {hat are applicuble to thenmy, respectively,
including, without linitatior, FIPAA and the cegulations promulgated  thereundor, and ARITA

and the repulations promulgaled theretnder

9. Term_and Termination.

N This Agreement shall comaence on the lective Dale and shall vemain inaries
il fermined i oacewrdance with the derms of this Seetion 9, provided, however, R
Corminatisn shall ot atfest the respective obligations or rights of the Paves aoiaiie U LY
ricneent e fothe effietive date ol ters Liation, all of which shall contiine fn dueoifone,

sl et e
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Ciae o Narteniv s akdng g Bl steps sy beonecessaes foopie
Seiny heli

i deranification. ASSOCIATE shall indennify, delemd, mnd Bold Aviliaity, s olfic
Jheclors, cployees, dgents, suecessors andd assiges harmless, frome and apainat any anel sl
losses, clatms, actions, demands, liabilitics, damages, costs, and exponses (1 aeling et 4!
iadgments, setlements, courl costs and reasonsble attorneys' fees, arising o o related to. 1)
the use o disclasure of PHT in violation af the lems af s Aprecment o applicable [nw, (i
any Ureach of Unsccured PHT caused by ithe wels ot ormissiong of ASSOCIATT, and (i) w3
ilure of ASSOCIATE or any of ils cmployses, subcontractors, or agenls to ahide by and
comply with the Privacy Rules and the Seeurity Rules Authority shall have the right, at ils
expense, to participate in the defense ol any cluim ov aclion for which ASSOCIATE mnst
indemify Authority,

2. No Wewauly. DPHI IS PROVIDED TO ASSOCIATL SOLELY ON AN "AZ 15
BASIS. AUTHORITY DISCLAIMS ALL OTHER WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED,
INCLUDING,  BUT  NOT  LIMITED TG, IMPLIFD  WARRANTIES OV
MERCHANTARILITY, AND FITNIESS FOR A PARYICULAR PURPOSE.

13 Incligible  Persons, ASSOCIATE represents and  warrants o Authority that
ASSOCIATE: (i) is not eunently excluded, debaned, or otherwise ineligible (o partieipate in any
federal health care program as defined in 42 U.S.C. Seetion 12202-Tb(1) ("the Federal Healiheare
Preprems™y; (i) has not been convicted of a crimial offease related o the provision of health
care items of services and rot yet been excluded, debarred, or otherwise declarad incliginie
varticipare in the Federal Healthcare Programs, and (3i1) is not under investigation or otharwise
aware of any civeumstances which may result in ASSOCIATI: being excluded from participation
in the lederal Tealthcare Programs,  This shall be an pugoing representation aud warraniy
during the teem of this Agregment, and ASSOCIATE shall immediately notify Authority of any
change in the status of the repraseniations and warrauty set forth & ion, Ay breach of
this Section shall give Autherity thz right to terminate this Agreoment nnedinieiy for vase,

144 Miscellanenus.

141 Notices,  All notices, requests, demands and other connmunications required or
pelmidted 1o be given ur miade tinder (his Agreement shatl be m writing, shall be effective upan
reccipl o atlempied delivery, and shall be sent by: () personal delivery, {ii) centitied or
registered United States mail, rziom receipt requested; or (i) overnight delivery service with
proof of delivery. Nolices shull be sent to (he addiesses below., Neither Party shall celuse
delivery of any notice horeunder.

iflo Authority: M, Robett G Voster Chie!
Information Ofheer South
Georgia Medieal Conler 1 O,
Pox L7127
Valdost, GA B eld-1727
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143 Assignment.  Neither Party may assign (whether by operation of law or
otherwise) any of its rights or delegate or subcontract any of its ablipations under this Agrecment
without the prior written consent of the other Party. Notwithstanding the foregoing, Authority
shall bave the right to assign its rights and obligations hereunder (o any entity that is an alliliat
or succaasor ul Authority, without the prior apj aval of ASSOCTATH,
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116 Entive Agreenwnt. This Agresn
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e unlete agreement belveen ASSOCIATE zad Authorigy welatiag 1o the maitars speet{iud ¢
this Agreement, and superse:lus all prior representalions Or Agreements, whether oral or writlen,
with respet inatters. Tn the event of any confliet between the terms of this Agreement
and she lersia of e Busingss Agrzgemcsils o any such later agrecmaont(s), the tctms of this
Agreement shall control unless the lerms of sucl: Dosiess Aoz pie o simet &
respeet to PHI and comply with the Privacy Standnrds andior Security Siondazds, oo fie ezl
specilienlly otherwise agree in writing. No oral o Cotlivg o e of
of this Agreement shall be binding on cither Patiy. oo o on ciihiar Party fo enid nia oy
wansaction is to be implied from fhe execntion or ety
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expresshy waives the defense that a remedy i dimages will be adeguate il [irtiier Waives s
requizenent in an action for specific peckormance or iinction (or the posting of & haad Tr
Authority,

149 Nawre of Apesment.  Nothing in 1ais Agreement shall be cons(ried lo create
(i) a pavtuership, joint ventie or other joint business relationship betwesr the Parlics or any of
their affiliates, or (i) u relutionship of cmpioyer and employes between the Partics. This

Apreement does nal express or imply any commitmeni  purchase or sell aoods or services

cach of wlich shall be deemed an original, but all of which together shall constitite one and (he
same document, In imaking proof of this Agreement, it shall not be nccessary to produce ov
aceount for more than one such counterpadt executed by the Parly cgainst whom enforcement of
this Agrecment is sought.

{410 Counterparts. This Agresmeut may be executed in one or moie caunierpails,

IN WITNESS WHERFEOT, the Parties have executed this Agreemertas of the Iffactive Date.
AUTTORITY: ASSOCIATE:

[The Hospital Authority of Valdosta and The Battered Womeids Shelier Ine.
Tovides County, Georgia, dfb/a South d/b/a The Haven's  Scxual  Assank:

Greorgia Medical Genter] Response Center
. Byﬁ/zzfég ‘—"—’:g

By:

Robert (. Foster ; ) ,tidlﬂ, g f)']j“l’ﬂ’@#_
(Print v Jype Name) (Print or Type Name)

Chief Information Officer E‘(ﬁ@wﬁm\{ k‘:..Q:\"{Y
(Title) {1itle)

[RETES ) 30/ 7 e Daluz_,g_o_ él.(_[\_l_iﬁ__ﬂ_




Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE

To: Director Jay Neal, Criminal Justic Coordinating Council
The Honorable Clayton A. Tomlinson, Chief Judge Alapaha Judicial Circuit

oe}

o ¥ = m

From: Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol Committee ?_«; ({‘,;,___ﬁ & B
2 - aras

Re: SART Committee Certificate of Compliance S — 92
B S S ‘"‘:"CI]

Date: September 30, 2025 = N =2 A
ONE~ Sin

S T 73

2 X o, =

The undersigned as Chairman of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol ™

Committee hereby certifies that it has met at least once during the 2025 calendar year for the
purpose of both drafting and adopting the Protocol, as well as, evaluating the effectiveness of the

Protocol and appropriately modifying and updating the same, per the mandate under O.C.G.A. §
15-24-2(f).

This Certificate of Compliance is being submitted to the Criminal Justice Coordinating
Council (CJCC) before December 31, 2025, and is in Compliance with O.C.G.A. § 15-24-2(g).

Respectfully submitted this 30™ day of September, 2025.

2 T

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill
Chairman, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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2025-2026 ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT -~
SEXUAL ASSAULT PROTOCOL - . - ... ..

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF CLINCH COUNTY -
STATE OF GEORGIA

ORDER

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Georgia enacted O.C.G.A. 15-24-2 requiring

the establishment of a Sexual Assault Protocol; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned established a Sexual Assault Protocol committee pursuant
to O.C.G.A. 15-24-2; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has approved the attached Protocol as the protocol

for cases of sexual assault in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, this document is accepted by the
Court as the protocol to be used in responding to, investigating, and prosecuting cases arising
from an alleged sexual assault and shall be spread upon the minutes and filed with the Clerk of

the Superior Court of Clinch County.

SO ORDERED, this the }} day of ﬁaﬁfw , 2025,

Lhdod Towdirgor

Honofable Clayton A. Tomlinson
Chief Judge, Clinch County Superior Court
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Order prepared by:
Chase L. Studstill
District Attorney
Alapaha Judicial Circuit



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE TEAM PROTOCOL

This Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol (hereinafter
“Protocol”) is adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 15-24-2 for the purpose of outlining the
procedures to be used in responding to, investigating and prosecuting cases of sexual assault. The
purpose of this Protocol shall be to ensure coordination between all agencies involved in sexual
assault cases as to increase the efficiency of all agencies handling such cases and to minimize the
stress created for the sexual assault victim by the legal and investigatory process. A failure by an
agency to follow the protocol shall not constitute an affirmative or other defense to prosecution
of a sexual assault, preclude the admissibility of evidence, nor shall a failure by an agency to

follow the protocol give rise to a civil cause of action.

The protocol is intended to: = S R
e Facilitate the provision of consistent, comprehensive, sensitive, and non- judgmental
treatment of victims of sexual assault as they progress through the medical, law enforcement,
advocacy, and legal system.

e Standardize the collection of evidence in order to aid in the medical treatment of victims and
prosecution of cases; and,

e Develop a coordinated effort among health providers, law enforcement personnel,
prosecutors, and victim advocates ensuring that victims receive efficient and comprehensive
medical care, evidentiary examination, emotional support, and referral information.

° rotocol

This Protocol will be utilized by the following agencies: Adel Police Department, Alapaha Police
Department, Atkinson County Health Department, Atkinson County Sheriff’s Office, Berrien
County Health Department, Berrien County Sheriff’s Office, Berrien County 911 Center, Clinch
County Health Department, Clinch County Sheriff’s Office, Clinch Memorial Hospital, Cook
County Health Department, Cook County Sheriff’s Office, Cook County 911 Center, Enigma
Police Department, The Haven Rape Crisis Center, Homerville Police Department, Lakeland
Police Department, Lanier County Health Department, Lanier County Sheriff’s Office, Lenox
Police Department, Nashville Police Department, Office of the District Attorney for the Alapaha
Judicial Circuit, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners and their supervising physician(s), Pearson
Police Department, Ray City Police Department, South Georgia Medical Center, Sparks Police
Department, Tri-County 911 Center, Willacoochee Police Department.
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

e Monitoring the Protocol

Some members of the Sexual Assault Response Team shall meet quarterly at the Alapaha Circuit
District Attorney’s Office or other designated place to review current sexual assault
investigations relative to the implementation and utility of the sexual assault protocol. Any team
member involved in the investigation shall be invited to attend. The mission of the Sexual
Assault Response Team shall conduct full reviews of sexual abuse, exploitation, and/or neglect
allegations and to develop effective and efficient responses. All members of the Sexual Assault
Response Team agree that all information discussed and/or obtained in these case review
meetings will remain confidential except as authorized or as required for the purposes of a

criminal investigation and/or prosecution as otherwise required by law.

The sexual assault protocol committee shall meet annually to evaluate the effectiveness of the
protocol and to recommend measures to improve compliance. (O.C.G.A. § 15-24-2). Members of
the Committee wanting to recommend improvements are encouraged to do so in writing with
fellow members in order to effectively communicate annual compliance. Attendance may be

achieved electronically at the request of @ member.

DEFIN OF ¢ JAL ASSAU
Sexual assault is defined as sexual contact or intimacy initiated by one or more persons against
another without their consent. This includes instances where victims are unable to give consent
due to age or mental or physical incapacity. Sexual assault does not discriminate among race,
sex, sexual orientation, socio economic class or age. Persons may be sexually assaulted by

strangers, acquaintances, or members of their family.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 17-5-70(3), "Sexual assault" means rape, sodomy, aggravated sodomy,
statutory rape, child molestation, aggravated child molestation, sexual assault against a person in
custody, sexual assault against a person detained in a hospital or other institution, sexual assault
by a practitioner of psychotherapy against a patient, incest, bestiality, sexual battery, and

aggravated sexual battery.
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PROCESS OF CASE MANAGEMENT

Ensuring that sexual assault victims will be treated with sensitivity and compassion requires that
victim services, law enforcement, medical, and prosecutorial personnel be aware of the special

needs of these victims.

Victims of violent crimes, not only must cope with the physical trauma perpetrated against them
but they must also deal with the emotional and psychological repercussions of the crime. The
emotional and psychological repercussions of a sexual assault can be devastating. The
humiliation and degradation victims may feel often are compounded by feelings of guilt. Often
society perpetuates the myth that sexual assault victims somehow are responsible for the crime
committed against them or that they must act in a certain manner following the assault. For this
reason, victims of sexual assault often are reluctant to report the crime, and therefore, must

receive immediate support from agency personnel if they choose to report.

While victims of sexual assault may feel guilty, frightened, ashamed, dirty, angry,
anxious, embarrassed, or any number of other emotions, it is important to remember that there is
no "typical" way for victims to feel, react, or look after a sexual assault. Some victims may

appear to be calm while others may look visibly upset or enraged.

Victim confidentiality should be strictly protected. Professional staff should make direct
inquiries of the victim regarding how to address the disclosure of confidential infonnation.
Assumptions should not be made concerning whether it is appropriate to disclose information to
family, friends, employers, and/or educational providers about the assault or the victim's sexual

preference.
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o First Repor
In most cases, the victim usually makes the first report of a sexual assault to a dispatch or
emergency communications center (911). Dispatch or communications center staffers are critical

in aiding the victim to regain control and composure after an assault.

If the victim is the caller, the dispatcher should:
e Obtain the victim's name and location immediately.
o Determine if the victim is currently safe and whether or not the victim needs immediate
medical attention.
e Dispatch the appropriate law enforcement units, and, if necessary, emergency medical help.
e Assure the victim that help is coming, and instruct the victim not to eat, drink, bathe,

urinate, or douche.

° Ask victim if they are still wearing the same clothing they were wearing during the
assault. If they are, tell the victim not to change and come as they are. If they are not wearing the
same clothing, instruct the victim to leave the clothing as is and in its present location.

e Advise the victim not to move or touch anything at the assault location and not to disturb

items used as weapons.

Once the victim decides he/she wants a sexual assault examination, and law enforcement
determines that The Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate and a SANE will be needed, law

enforcement will inform the dispatcher to notify the on-call Haven Staff.

"JANE DOE" RE TING
A sexual assault victim shall have the right to have a medical forensic examination
regardless of whether the victim participates in the criminal justice system or cooperates with
law enforcement in pursuing prosecution of the underlying crime (0.C.G.A. § 17-5-72). Pursuant
to O.C.G.A. § 17-5-74, the tenn "unreported sexual assault kit" means a sexual assault kit
collected from a victim who has consented to the collection of the sexual assault kit but who has

not reported the alleged crime to law enforcement.
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If a sexual assault victim calls 911 or the Crisis Hotline requesting a medical forensic
examination for sexual assault, but does not wish to make a report to law enforcement, dispatch
is to contact the appropriate law enforcement agency. A Haven Rape Crisis Advocate and a
SANE will also be contacted. The victim will be directed to the Haven Rape Crisis Center for a
medical examination. Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection
Kit will be completed. The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the
SANE with the victim's information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law
Enforcement Officer. The Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information
sheet regarding the sexual assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet
shall include the victim's sex, date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the
victim's name. The GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law

enforcement to the GBI Crime Laboratory.

If the victim goes to the hospital requesting a medical forensic examination for sexual
assault, but doesn't want to make a report to law enforcement, the hospital shall contact the
appropriate law enforcement agency and a Haven Rape Crisis Advocate. The Advocate will then
contact the on-call SANE. If needed, the Advocate will transport the victim to the Haven Rape
Crisis Center for the examination after the victim has signed a confidentiality agreement.
Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be completed.
The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the SANE with the victim's
information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law Enforcement Officer. The
Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information sheet regarding the sexual
assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet shall include the victim's sex,
date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the victim's name. The GBI
Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law enforcement to the GBI Crime

Laboratory per current GBI policies and procedures.

If the victim does not cooperate with law enforcement in the investigation or prosecution
of a sexual assault, the investigating law enforcement agency shall maintain any physical
evidence collected as a result of such sexual assault that contains biological material, including,

but not limited to, stains, fluids, or hair samples that relate to the identity of the perpetrator of the
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sexual assault, for not less than 12 months from the date any such physical evidence is collected

(0.C.G.A. §1 7-5-72(b)).

A sexual assault victim shall not be required to pay, directly or indirectly, for the cost of a
forensic medical examination. The cost of a forensic medical examination shall be paid for by

the Georgia Crime Victims Emergency Fund (O.C.G.A. §17-5-72)

No prosecuting attorney, investigating law enforcement agency, or government official
shall ask or require any victim of a sexual assault to submit to a polygraph examination or any
other truth-telling device as a condition precedent to investigating a sexual assault. The refusal of
a victim to submit to a polygraph examination or any other truth-telling device shall not prevent
an investigation or prosecution of any sexual assault (O.C.G.A. § 17-5-73). At the time of
medical forensic examination, no alleged victim shall be required to assign or waive any rights
afforded to him or her in the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights or that might prevent the alleged
victim from seeking relief from the Crime Victims Compensation Board (0.C.G.A. § 35-1-2).

e Notification of On-call Sexual Assault Response Team

If the victim is at the medical facility:

Hospitals receiving patients reporting incidents of sexual assault shall immediately
contact law enforcement in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 31-7-9 mandating all non-accidental
injuries be reported. Patients will retain the right to initiate, participate in, and/or cooperate with
any law enforcement investigation of such assault.

e The nursing staff should contact the appropriate 911 Dispatch and The Haven Rape Crisis
Center at 229-244-1765.

e The E.R. physician or physician extender will provide a medical screening examination.

e Ifno treatment is indicated in the Emergency Department and a SANE is on-call then the
patient will be escorted to The Haven Rape Crisis Center by the responding law enforcement
agency for a medical forensic examination and evidence collection if within the 120 hour time

frame.
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e If the patient has obvious injuries or requires medical treatment in the Emergency
Department, the responding law enforcement agency will contact the on-call Haven Rape Crisis
Advocate who will contact the on-call SANE. The medical forensic examination will be
performed at the hospital.

e Ifthere is no SANE on-call, then the emergency department will proceed with the medical
forensic examination and evidence collection.

e Ifthe victim is not able to give consent for the medical forensic examination or cannot make
a report to law enforcement based on their cognitive, developmental, or physical disability, it is
essential to find out if the victim has a legal guardian and, if so, who the legal guardian is for the
victim that can provide consent for medical procedures. The medical forensic examination can be

conducted in emergency situations.

If the victim is at the scene:
e The incident is reported through the appropriate 911 Center and forwarded to a law
enforcement agency. Law enforcement will request 911 to contact The Haven Rape Crisis Center
via crisis line at 229-244-1765.
e Uniformed patrol is dispatched to the victim.
e Uniformed patrol advises his/her supervisor of facts and the determination is made whether
to contact the on-call Detective/Investigator and the on-call Haven Rape Crisis Advocate.
e The Appropriate 911 Center notifies the Detective/Investigatory and Haven Rape Crisis
Advocate. If there is a SANE on-call, the Advocate will contact the on-call SANE. Response
time for the Advocate is no more than 45 minutes following initial notification. Response time
for the on-call SANE is no more than 60 minutes following initial notification.
e Ifa SANE is on-call, the victim should be transported to The Haven Rape Crisis Center. If
the victim has visible physical injuries, then the victim should be transported to the nearest
available medical facility capable of providing basic life support.
e Ifa SANE is not on-call, then the victim should be transported to an emergency room to

proceed with the examination and collection of evidence.
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In any case in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, or Lanier Counties (The Alapaha Judicial
Circuit) where any child under 12 years of age presents to law enforcement or DFCS with an
acute sexual assault case (defined as any type of penetration within 72-96 hours for any child

under 12) the following protocol shall be followed:

e The Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes County (hereinafter “CAC”) shall be contacted
via their crisis line at 229-300-4366.

e The CAC Representative will determine that the case meets the above criteria and will
contact the on call Pediatric SANE nurse, Forensic Interviewer with the Child Advocacy Center,
District Attorney Chase L. Studstill, or any other Assistant District Attorney. A victim advocate

from the District Attorney’s office may also be contacted.

e An interview of the child will be conducted at the Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes
County following the Forensic Interview Protocol by a Forensic Interviewer from the CAC. The
on-call forensic interviewer has 15 minutes to respond to the initial notification/call. Once the
forensic interviewer completes the screening process, the forensic interviewer has one hour to
arrive on-site at the CAC to conduct the forensic interview. Discretion will be used by the on-call

forensic interviewer whether a forensic interview will be conducted after 11:00PM.

e The on call Pediatric SANE nurse will be present for this interview along with other

members of the MDT team.

e After the forensic interview of the child, the child will be transported to the appropriate

facility and a sexual assault exam will be conducted by the on call Pediatric SANE.
e The CAC agrees to provide a copy of the interview notes to the on call Pediatric SANE nurse

and the on call Pediatric SANE nurse agrees to provide a copy of the medical history to the
CAC.
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For any case involving a child 12 years of age or older, Law Enforcement shall contact
the Haven Victim Advocate via crisis line at 229-244-1765 as usual per the SART Protocol.
Should Law Enforcement believe that a Forensic Interview is needed prior to the SANE exam,

they shall contact The Children's Advocacy on call line at 229-3 00-4366.

e Ifthe abuse occurred greater than 96 hours prior to the disclosure of said abuse, a non-
emergent exam can be conducted at the Lowndes CAC (3325 Skipper Bridge Road,
Valdosta, Georgia) by a medical provider. Most children with current marks, bruises, or other
visible palpable injuries may have a non-acute exam at the CAC. If a child/teen has burns or
broken bones due to possible physical abuse, they will need to be seen in the nearest Hospital
Emergency Department. If the child is younger than three years of age, they may require an
x-ray or MRI at the hospital. Law Enforcement and DFCS may call the CAC main phone

number at 229-245-5364 to schedule a non-emergent exam.

e Law Enforcement Agency Respons

e The Role of Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers play a crucial role in overcoming a victim's psychological
hurdles and obtaining a victim's cooperation in a sexual assault investigation. Since a victim's
ability to cope with the crime and its aftermath may prove critical to the ultimate success of
criminal prosecution, it is imperative that law enforcement agencies treat the victim of sexual

assault with the utmost compassion.

Law enforcement officers must remain sensitive to the individuality of each victim and
the massive impact a sexual assault may have upon the victim and the victim's family and
friends. Law enforcement officers should take into account not only the particular assault
suffered by each victim, but the victim's age, physical abilities and culture (e.g.,
cognitive/developmentally and physical disability considerations, deaf/hard of hearing

considerations, elderly considerations, lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender/queer/ questioning
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(LGBT+) considerations, male victim considerations, African American considerations,
immigrant and refugee considerations, Latino/Hispanic considerations, sex trafficking victims

considerations, and faith considerations).

o Res ing Law rceme ficer
The first law enforcement officer to reach a sexual assault victim is usually a uniformed
officer. This officer, as with others who investigate the case, should quickly develop a positive

rapport with the victim while initiating the gathering of evidence.

(1.) Immediate Response

e The responding officer should first address the victim's physical and medical needs.
Emergency first aid should be offered, if necessary, while awaiting an emergency medical
response unit.

e The responding officer should be calm, sympathetic and understanding. To increase the
victim's emotional comfort and security prior to a transfer to a medical facility/ Rape Crisis
Center, the officer should explain to the victim the actions anticipated on the victim's behalf,
including a physical examination.

e The officer should also ask the victim to refrain from washing, showering, brushing teeth,
using a mouthwash, smoking, eating, chewing gum, breathe mints, hard candy, drinking,
douching, urinating, or defecating to prevent the loss of valuable physical evidence. The
evidentiary importance of preserving personal clothing and articles from the crime scene should
be explained. Even if a victim has bathed, douched, or changed clothing, the officer should
transport the victim to the appropriate medical facility for a medical forensic examination.

e The responding officer should also ask the victim basic questions about the sexual assault.
Not more than two officers should conduct questioning in the greatest privacy available, and
questioning should be limited in scope to crucial information immediately needed by law
enforcement.

e The crime scene will be processed per the investigating agency's operating policy.
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e If the responding officer proceeds to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center where the
victim is taken, the officer should:
a. Remain at the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center until the investigating law
enforcement officer(s) has arrived; and
b. Thoroughly brief the investigating law enforcement officer(s) on any information
about the victim, the assault, the assailant, and the crime scene, which the officer has
obtained. These briefings should take place in a private setting where other patients or

hospital personnel cannot overhear confidential information.

(2.) Delayed Reporting

Forensic evidence may remain for a general time period of up to 120 hours in the victim's
body or there may be evidence of tearing or other internal abrasions. For this reason, the victim
should be encouraged to seek medical care. A medical forensic examination includes the
collection of medical history to guide the medical provider, such as a SANE or other qualified
individual, in delivering medical care tailored to address the specific inquiries and medical needs
of the patient. The medical forensic examination provides treatment including but not limited to
Prophylaxis, Safety Plan Assessment, Fatality/Risk Assessment, Mental Health Assessment for
Rape Trauma Syndrome, STI testing, Strangulation Assessment, and Intimidate Partner Violence

(IPV) Assessment.

(3.) The Medical Examination and Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers should not be present during the medical examination of a
sexual assault victim, unless there is a specific evidentiary or investigative necessity that requires
their attendance. Any person, particularly a sexual assault victim, deserves a personal
examination free of unnecessary, non-medical strangers.

e The Investigator's Response

I. An Investigator will usually be summoned to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center
where the victim has been taken. The Investigator should respond immediately to the facility.
The Investigator should conduct a thorough interview with the victim and should document the
facts of the investigation and, if necessary, request The Haven Rape Crisis Center record the

interview with both audio and video equipment.
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During the initial contact, the Investigator should:

¢ Clearly identify himself/herself to the victim

e Verify the information obtained by the dispatcher and/or responding officer which may help
the police locate the suspect;

e Attempt to explain to the victim what is being done on the victim's behalf

e Inform the victim that another interview may be conducted at a later time.

e Interviews conducted by SANEs should be limited to medical history and sexual assault
history pertinent to guiding the exam only and for the purpose of any medical diagnosis and
treatment. It is imperative that every SANE remains focused on their role as a medical
professional, while also protecting the privacy and confidentiality of the patient in their care.

e The victim's interview at The Haven Rape Crisis Center may be video/audio recorded with
informed consent. It will ultimately be left up to the victim/patient whether they wish to have
their Medical forensic history recorded. Notice to the victim shall be accomplished by placing at
least one sign, printed in both English and Spanish, in the area where the interview shall be
conducted advising the victim that the interview may be video/audio recorded. Victims may be
asked to sign a written form consenting to the video/audio recording of the interview. If a victim
choses to not have his/her medical forensic history recorded then every effort should be made to
notify the assigned law enforcement Investigator in order to allow their presence for the medical
forensic history interview.

e The Investigator may consult with the victim advocate to explain the actions being taken by
the police and to seek their cooperation and assistance in future contacts with the victim.

e Transportation arrangements will be made to a safe location for the victim.

¢ The Investigator should verify that the chain of custody of the evidence obtained at the
medical facility/Rape Crisis Center is maintained correctly. The Investigator should ensure that
all evidence collected is inventoried and prepared for transfer to the crime laboratory if
appropriate. Investigators should confirm with the evidence custodian that the evidence is

transferred to the lab in a timely manner.
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e Vietim Follow Up:

The primary law enforcement officer will keep in touch with the victim as needed and as
is applicable for the investigation process. The primary law enforcement officer should refer the

victim to a Victim Advocate as determined necessary by the investigator.

e The Case Report:

The primary investigation officer in a sexual assault case has the crucial responsibility of
compiling all the information learned through the investigation. The case report will be the main
source of information for the prosecutors handling the case. Therefore, it is imperative that every

effort is made to be as thorough, accurate and informative as possible in building the report.

e Rape Crisi nter onse

Although several different agencies come in contact with sexual assault victims at various
stages after a sexual assault is reported, the Haven Rape Crisis Center is the coordinating agency
for sexual victims, providing consistent support, consistent treatment, and advocacy throughout
the process. The Haven Rape Crisis Center provides emotional support and crisis intervention to
sexual assault victims and their families.

e Initial response

The safety and well-being of the victim should be the first concern of the victim service
provider. The role of the victim service provider is to:

e With the consent of the victim, help identify and address the immediate concerns of the
victims, (e.g., are they in a safe place, are there family and friends whom the victim wishes to be
contacted, are medical care or transportation to the hospital needed, is clothing needed to wear
home from the hospital);

e Instruct the victim to not destroy evidence by eating, drinking, bathing, urinating, douching,
or washing clothes;

e Provide emotional support and crisis intervention to victim and their families;

e Be present during medical forensic examination (at the request of the SANE and/or victim);
and

e Help arrange transportation to and from the hospital or medical facility;
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For their own safety, and to avoid interfering with the investigation, victim advocates
shall not go to the crime scene unless accompanied by law enforcement. Victim advocates are
not investigators or attorneys and do not investigate cases or give legal advice. The advocate at
no time will ask the victim questions related to the details of the assault. The role of the victim
advocate should be explained to the victim. The advocate should determine whether the victim
wishes to receive victim services.

Sexual offenders may be predatory and/or serial offenders. As such, any notification of a
sexual assault to the advocate should be reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency.
While the victim may decide not to pursue a criminal complaint of the incident, it may be

important to other ongoing investigations that law enforcement is made aware of the assault.

e Basic Services
Rape Crisis Advocates need to achieve an effective balance between advocating for

victims and working within the parameters of the criminal justice system. Basic services

provided by the Rape Crisis Center to victims, their families and friends may include:

e On-site examination room for use by Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners for medical
assessment, medical treatment, proper support assessments, and collection of evidence;

e A twenty-four hour crisis line;

. Accompanying a victim to a medical facility and providing support throughout the
medical examination;

e Provide clothing and hygiene items;

e If a survivor wishes the assistance, an advocate will accompany the survivor for any follow-
up medical visits;

e Throughout and after the medical visit, advocates help survivors deal with symptoms of
anxiety, fear, depression, loss of control, and decreased assertiveness;

e Advocates may accompany victim during initial police contact at medical facility;

e Video interviewing facilities for interviewing the victim;

e Victims will be referred to a counseling service. Valdosta State University students will be

made aware of counseling services offered by the university;
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e Victims will be offered the choice to participate in support groups provided free of charge by
the Haven Rape Crisis Center;

e Advocates provide victims with assistance in understanding reporting options, victims' rights,
filing for crime victims' compensation, support throughout the prosecution of the case and
accompaniment to court;

e Information and referral to community resources; and

e Staff or volunteers will interact with agencies and individuals on behalf of sexual assault

victims in order to achieve a particular goal or results.
The advocate needs the cooperation of many other agencies to provide information and

support. Networking and maintaining effective lines of communication with law enforcement,

medical, prosecutorial, criminal justice, and other social service organizations are essential.
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The role of the medical forensic personnel is to provide a timely, high-quality medical
forensic examination that can potentially validate and address sexual assault patients' concerns,
minimize the trauma they may experience, and promote their healing. At the same time, it can
increase the likelihood that evidence collected will aid in criminal case investigation, resulting in
perpetrators being held accountable and further sexual violence prevented. The main role of the
medical forensic personnel shall always relate to treatment and assessment rather than forensic in
collecting and preserving evidence. Medical forensic examinations shall be performed by a
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner ("SANE"), physician, nurse practitioner or physician's assistant

("PA") trained in performing suclh exams.

Medical forensic examination responsibilities include:

e Obtaining informed consent from the patient for the medical forensic examination,
documentation and evidence collection

e Gathering the medical forensic history Conducting a medical physical examination
Coordinating treatment of injuries Documentation of biologic and physical findings Collection of
evidence from patient Documentation of findings

e Providing information, treatment, and referrals for STis, pregnancy Follow-up as

needed for additional treatment and/or collection of evidence Providing testimony at trial.

e The Medical Forensic Examination

e Who May Request an Examination

With the consent of the patient, medical forensic examinations can be performed at the request of
(1) a Law Enforcement Agency, (2) the District Attorney’s Office, (3) the Medical Examiner or
County Coroner’s Office, (4) a Hospital, (5) Pursuant to a Court Order, or (6) at the
Patient’s/Victim’s Request Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §17-5-72.
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e Procedures for the Examination

In order to preserve the patient's dignity and confidentiality, all aspects of the medical
forensic examination, including consent, medical history, and details of the assault, will be
conducted in a private office or secluded space. A trained victim advocate will be available to
accompany the patient and offer emotional support during the examination. The advocate will at
no time ask the patient questions related to the details of the assault. After explaining to the
patient the details of the examination, additional consents are obtained, a secondary assessment
is performed, and the history of the patient and the assault are taken. Note that while it is
important to document the history of the patient and the assault as completely as possible, the
examiner should not inquire about or document irrelevant aspects of the patient's sexual history.
After completing the documentation for this phase, a serum or urine pregnancy test is ordered on
women with childbearing capabilities. The SANE shall perform a complete medical forensic
examination and upon completion, provide the patient with the proper precautionary medications
to help guard against certain sexually transmitted diseases and Plan B birth control medication.
These medications are prescribed by the physician supervising the SANE. The SANE shall
complete the Sexual Assault Response Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence
Collection Form and return it to the Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate within 5 business days.

Said form will then be made available to the Investigator and Prosecutor.

e Collection of Forensic Evidence

Any forensic evidence collected within 120 hours of a sexual assault should be
documented in the Georgia Bureau of Investigation/Division of Forensic Sciences Sexual
Assault Evidence Collection Kit (GBI/DOFS). The findings of the exam should be documented
completely, noting injuries on the relevant anatomical diagrams. After the examination and
evidence collection are completed, the examiner should check the labeling of all evidence and
package it as instructed in the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. The SANE shall
release the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit, a copy of the Sexual Assault Response
Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence Collection Form, and all evidence
collected to the appropriate law enforcement official. The official should sign for this material,

establishing a "chain of custody".
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Adequate and proper collection of specimen samples from the patient's body for forensic
analysis is essential following the medical care of the patient. Biologic evidence collection shall
be conducted in accordance with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) procedures using a
GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. This kit shall be utilized to collect samples from
the patient's body to perform semen testing through DNA analysis. A separate Drug Facilitated
Sexual Assault kit for biological specimens shall be utilized for collection of blood and urine
samples from the patient's body to determine if the sexual assault was drug facilitated. The
instruction sheet provided in each kit should be followed explicitly for proper evidence
collection. Inadequate collection and/or preservation of evidence may hinder suspect
identification. Immediate air drying (no heat) of samples is critical for the optimum preservation
of the evidence. All labeling or identifying information must be accurately completed. The label
should include: the name of the patient, date and time of collection, sample source (or contents of

clean paper bag when clothes are collected), and person collecting the sample.

Georgia law requires consent to any and all medical procedures (0.C.G.A. § 31-9-2).
Under O.C.G.A. § 31-9-7, the legal age of consent for medical treatment is 18. However, there
are exceptions. For tests and treatment connected with pregnancy, a female can consent

regardless of her age or marital status.

Under O.C.G.A. § 31-17-7, any minor can consent without either parent's permission to
those medical services, which deal with the treatment of a sexually transmitted disease.

Emergency cases can be rendered under implied consent.

After completion of a forensic exam, the SANE or medical provider conducting the

medical forensic examination will complete all required documents and payment forms as
provided by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) of Georgia. The required forms
and documents will be submitted by the SANE or medical provider to the Haven Rape Crisis

Center directly for reimbursement for exam costs only.
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Sexual Assault Kit tracking will be provided to all victims for updates on the location and
status of sexual assault kits throughout the criminal justice process, including the initial
collection in sexual assault medical forensic examination perfonned at medical facilities, receipt
and storage at law enforcement agencies, receipt and analysis at forensic laboratories, and any

destruction after completion of analysis.

Tracking will allow facilities performing sexual assault medical forensic examinations,
law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, the Division of Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau
of Investigation, and other entities having custody of sexual assault kits to update and track the
status and location of sexual assault kits. Victims of sexual assault will be able to anonymously
track or receive updates regarding the status of their sexual assault kits using electronic

technology or technologies allowing continuous access (0.C.G.A. § 17-5-74).

° osecuti nse

A crime is an illegal act or omission for which someone can be punished by the
government. A felony crime is a prohibited act, which carries possible punishment of one year or
more in the State Penitentiary. Under Georgia law, all felonies are in the jurisdiction of Superior
Court and are prosecuted by the District Attorney's Office for the Circuit in which the crime was
committed. The District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit prosecutes felony

cases in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

Most crime victims regard a criminal case as their case and expect the prosecutor to
pursue the case according to their wishes. Victims of sexual assault, which can include some of
the most violent and traumatic cases handled by prosecutors, are no exception to this general
rule. This sometimes results in conflict between the victim and prosecutor as to the appropriate
resolution of the criminal case. While the victim is primarily concerned only with their
individual case and feelings regarding the case, the prosecutor has taken an oath to uphold the
Constitution and laws of the United States and the State of Georgia. The prosecutor represents
the interests of the people of the State of Georgia (i.e., society as a whole) not merely the

interests of the individual victim.
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It is the ultimate legal responsibility of the prosecutor to determine the disposition of any
case, including sexual assault crimes. It is the policy of the District Attorney's Office of the
Alapaha Judicial Circuit to make such a determination after careful consideration of the feelings
and position of the victim, victim's family members and the law enforcement investigator who
has had primary responsibility for the investigation. While the majority of cases prosecuted by
the District's Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit are resolved with the agreement
of the victim, such cannot always be the case. In any event, it is the policy of the District
Attorney's Office to explain the reasons for disposition of cases to victims. This is especially
important when the disposition is contrary to the victim's wishes. If, after hearing the reasons, a
victim is not in agreement with the disposition of the criminal case, he or she always has the
option of filing a civil suit against the perpetrator in which the victim will be a named party and

can direct his or her private attorney as to how to proceed in that action.

e Victim Services - Office of District Attorney

In 1995, the Georgia Legislature adopted the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights (Codified at
O0.C.G.A. § 17-17-1). These rights include but are not limited to:

e The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any scheduled court proceedings or
any changes to such proceedings;

e The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of the arrest, release, or escape of the
accused;

e The right not to be excluded from any scheduled court proceedings, except as provided in
this chapter or as otherwise required by law;

e The right to be heard at any scheduled court proceedings involving the release, plea, or
sentencing of the accused;

e The right to file a written objection in any parole proceedings involving the accused;

e The right to confer with the prosecuting attorney in any criminal prosecution related to the
victim;

e The right to restitution as provided by law;

e The right to proceedings free from unreasonable delay; and
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e The right to be treated fairly and with dignity by all criminal justice agencies involved in the
case.

The first requirement for a victim to exercise his or her rights is to be made aware of
those rights. The District Attorney's Office of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit provides local law
enforcement agencies an outline of those rights for distribution to crime victims. This outline is
given to the victim by the responding officer and includes the phone number of the District

Attorney’s Office Victim Assistance Program for further information.

If a member of the District Attorney's Office is not called to the scene, an attempt to
contact the victim of a sexual assault will be made within 24 to 48 hours or at a reasonable time
once sufficient information becomes available. Incident reports from investigating law

enforcement agencies are examined daily to insure victim notification.

Upon initial contact, one of the District Attorney's Victim Advocates will attempt to
coordinate an immediate face-to-face interview and will advise the victim of his or her rights
under O.C.G.A. § 17-17-1, et. seq. If the responding officer did not provide the victim rights
outline to the victim, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will provide that outline, as well as

a copy of a brochure explaining the criminal justice process in basic terms.

The District Attorney's Victim Advocate will also explain the availability of victim
compensation and will offer assistance with completing the application, as well as contacting the
Governor's Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Division of Victim Compensation if needed.
The District Attorney's Office appeals adverse decisions of Victim Compensation if the office
believes that the denial was made in error. At the initial meeting, as well as subsequent meetings,
the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will make reference to support services appropriate to

the needs of the victim.

Whenever possible, the District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of any proceeding in
which the release of the accused will be considered and offers the victim the opportunity to
express his or her opinion on the release of the accused pending judicial disposition. If any

accused is released on a pre-trial bond, a bond after conviction, or given a probated sentence, the
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District Attorney's Office requests of the Court to make "no contact with the victim, directly or
indirectly," a condition of the release. The District Attorney's Office further notifies the victim of
his or her right to notify the office if the accused violates the condition of release or if anyone
else subjects them to threats or intimidation. Upon a victim's written complaint of such and/or
other evidence produced, the District Attorney's Office can take action to petition the Court to

revoke bond or probation and/or bring criminal charges against such individual.

During any hearing or trial, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate makes all reasonable
attempts, consistent with Court facilities, to ensure that the victim waits in an area separate from

the accused, his friends, and family.

Prior to disposition of the accuser's case, the prosecutor offers the victim the opportunity
to express the victim's opinion on the disposition of the case, including plea or sentence
negotiations and participation in pre-trial or post-trial diversion programs. The oppoltunity 1s
given for both oral opinion and also in the form of a written Victim Impact Statement from the

victim.

The District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of all hearing/court dates/post
adjudication proceedings, which can affect the custodial status or disposition of the case. This is
accomplished by both telephone contact and with written notice when possible. Victims are also
notified of appellate/parole decisions and where possible, the prosecutor assists the victim in
communicating with both the Department of Corrections (prison system) and Parole Board. The
prosecutor's office also assists the victim with enrolling in the 24 hour automated notification
system operated by the Department of Corrections to notify the victim of any escapes from

custody by the perpetrator.
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e General Procedures

After a suspect is arrested, the Magistrate Judge forwards a copy of the warrant to the
District Attorney. Cases are assigned to a specific prosecutor when the warrant is received. The
District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit primarily utilizes a hybrid-vertical
prosecution case-assignment system. Therefore, the prosecutor initially assigned the case will
follow it through until its conclusion in the office. The ultimate assignment of prosecutors to a
case is the responsibility of the elected District Attorney who has that legal obligation as part of

his official duties.

In every case which appears to be able to be resolved only by trial, as opposed to some
other disposition, the prosecutor and advocates make all reasonable eftorts to visit the courtroom
with the victim when there is no court action taking place in order to acclimate the victim to the
courtroom and explain trial procedures in an attempt to raise the comfort level for the victim

under admittedly unpleasant circumstances.

Each sexual assault victim is provided the name and phone number of the prosecutor and
victim advocates assigned to his or her case, and the staff of the District Attorney's Office is
always available to advise and consult with victims, from the date of the incident, until literally

decades later when parole issues arise.

e Financial Resources

There are a number of costs associated with a sexual assault, in particular the costs of
collecting evidence; hospital or health provider fees including fees for the physical examination;
lab expenses including the collection of specimens, tests for pregnancy and tests to detect the
presence of HIV antibodies; medications to prevent sexually transmitted diseases; follow-up; and
treatment for any injuries. In addition there may be costs to the victim of lost wages, and for a

family, funeral expenses.
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When evidence relating to an allegation of rape is collected in the course of a medical
examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime Victims
Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be responsible for the cost of
the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the limited purpose of

collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-1)

When evidence relating to an allegation of aggravated sodomy is collected in the course

of a medical examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime

Victims Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be financially
responsible for the cost of the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the

limited purpose of collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-2)

(2.) Victims' Compensation Fund

For other medical costs associated with the assault such as the pregnancy test, test for
HIV, emergency contraception, and treatment for any injuries, reimbursement can be claimed
through the Victims' Compensation Fund, and if an application is made and approved payment
will made directly to the hospital or other medical provider, including a Sexual Assault Nurse
Examiner. However if a victim is insured or on Medicaid, then those sources should be sought

before the Victims' Compensation Fund is used.
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We, as members of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol
Committee, hereby sign our support and commitment to the policies and procedures as
documented and set forth herein this Protocol, to the training and implementation of such, and to
the ongoing process of facilitating through the Sexual Assault Response Team, a multi-

disciplinary, coordinated response to the crime of sexual assault and sexual assault victims.

Approved and adopted this ‘:' '/day of September, 2025.

At Large Members:

/T s (0

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill Michelle Girtman
Chairmen, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee Executive Director
Alapaha Judicial Circuit The Haven Rape Crisis Center

SN YA b T foc

Dr. Stewart Warren, MD

Magnolia Urgent Care The Haven Rape Cr151s Center
Local Citizen Member Sexual Assault Health Care Professional

f{:UJ‘!()‘/ i:{‘r‘mKJGuﬁ(.}
Sexval Assaudt Men agjer
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ATKINSON COUNTY

el B fuercheit B

Honorable Carol G. Durrance, Judge David Moore, Sheriff
Magistrate Court of Atkinson County Atkinson County Sheriff’s Office
-~ -—-ﬂ’/’ff
- [—=—7 @rv» St/ BIN, e
Derrick Touchton, Police Chief Amber DeCosta, RN, County Nurse Manager
Pearson Poligg Department Georgia Department of Public Health
Francisco ez, Police Chief
Willacoocl olice Department
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BERRIEN COUNTX

T

Berrien County Magistrate Court

Dénnis| Hagood, Police Chief
Alapaha Police Department

Ronald Knowles, Police Chief
Nashville Police Department

LD[UMA ﬁ@%ﬂ/@

Datn Bowen, BSN, RN, County Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health

Lol

Ray Yaulk, Sheriff
Berrien Cauinty Sheriff’s Office

Chick T, fo /=

Anthony Perkins, Police Chief
Enigma Police Department

=

wens, Police Chief
Ray City Police Department

e
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CLINCH COUNTY
7 /
K [I(LH/ WWM La/ 4”451 =
Honor le KeimSmith, Judge J'uﬂsj Ml )] Raymond Peterson, Sheriff
Clmc] “ounty Magistrate Court Clinch County Sheriff’s Office
Keith Jackson, Police Chief Jennifer McDonald, RN, County Nurse Manager
Homerville Police Department Georgia Department of Public Health
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/77 COOK COUNTY

TR

: i--lono:"a e Stephen M. Chammoun, Chief Judge Doug Hanks, Sheriff
Cook County Magistrate Court Cook County Sheriff’s Office

B2 Muein i )

Audie Rowe, Police Chrief Rebecca Allgood, RN, County Nurse Manager
Adel Police Department Georgia Department of Public Health
Tavoris Belch€r, Police Chief Joel Bufch, Police Chief

Sparks Police Department ox Police Department
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LANIER COUNTY
d@% (ot L/
Honorable Victoria Jewall, Chief Judge Nick Norton, _|§.I‘Iff
Lanier County Magistrate Court Lanier County Sheriff’s Office

j% o J N £q PN
Michael Slushér, Police Chie Lauren Lee, RN, d)unly Nurse Manager

Lakeland Police Department Georgia Department of Public Health
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Addendum 1:

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDE RS TANDIMG

rermont, dated Doterhes £ 202005 entered o betseer the el Gty oen oo
Doone o e Batiered Wenpess Shetter, nc dba dhe Haven's Sl AT TR
Conter, end s wnitten Yo tacditale anagreement Lelween e partios for sorvices el

Vil

gocls and mplemenitation of Lhe Standardn o Nursing Practice as sedforin by threomie

Aasatalion of Forensic Nurses (ALY o eonducting lorensic examinations.
UNDERSTANDING AGREEMENTS, SUPPORT AND RESOURCE REOQUIREMENTS:

A, Clinch Courty Memorial Hospital agrees to:

- Make involverment of certitied rape crisis advocates a component of the standaid
rasporise te a report of sexudl abuse by calling the 24hourcrisis fine at 229-244-
1765

Any tinie that &1 incident or ailegation of sexual abuse is discovered or reported
within 120 hours of the incident, Clinch County Memorial Hospital will notify the
cexual abuse to The Haven's Sexual Assault Response Center for a forensic

medical exam, and to meet with an advocate

3. Ifthe incident occurred imore than 120 hours prior to the report, Ciinch County
Memorial Haspital will ensure that the vietim receives a medica! evaluation from a
MU and any needed treatment, and contact information for The Havenr's Sexval
Assault Response Cenler Lhe nextbusiness day for advocacy services

Clinch County Memorial Hospital will also provide Tha Haven's Sexuaf Assauit
Response Center contact information to the patient.

Respect the confidential nature of communication between e Haven's Sexual
Assault Response Conter advocates aid patients at Clinch County Memorial

Hospital

6. Ensure that The [Haven’s Sexual Assault Response Centel advocates are cleared to
anter the Clinch County Memortal Hospital for meetings, training sessions o1 (o
meet with patients. Clinch County Memorial Hospital will provide for olherlogistical
eeds, such as private meeting space if needed

7. facilitate the placement of information witt instructicns on now fo accesy P
Haven's Sexual Assault Response Center hetline in areas visthle to i paticrts an

sinployoes

8. Allow patients the ability ro comuinicate .y questinns of Congents [ The Haven ™

Soxual Ass ult fRessunse Conts 50




B. The Haven Sexual Assault Response Centeragrees Lo:

1. Respond to requests from Cline h County Metmovial Hospital To pravicle advoensy

and larensic nxams to patients.

2 Respond ta calls from Clinch County Memarinl Hospital reccived on The Haven™
Sexual Assault Response Certer hotline

3. Provide foliow up services and crisis intervention contacts to viclims of sexual
assault at Clinch County Memorial Hospital, as resources allow.

4. Work with designated Clinch County Memorial Hospital officials to ohtain security
clearance and follow all facility guidelines for safety and security, as necessary.

5. Maintain confidentiality as outlined by The Battered Women’s Shelter, Inc. dbha Tha

Haven's agency standards

6. Obtain the patient's consent and a release of information prior to contacting Clinch
County Memorial Hospital or other third parties about any fears or concerns the

patient has related to his/ner safety or well-being.
Provide saxual assault focused training for staff, as needed.

8. Communicate any questions or concerns about the MOU to Clinch County

Memorial Hospital.

Qéu%aﬁ {Uyopti l2-7T7C

Angela Ammons, CEO Date

Clinch County Memorial Hospital

Michelle Girtraan, Director

The Battered Women's Shelter, Inc.

Dba The Haven's Sexual Assault Response Center
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Addendum 2:

Business Associate Agreement
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. apnlicable, and all peforences o P hercin shull be constiaed Lo include FIML ASSOQCIATL
agtees nol lo use or disclese (er peomil the use or diselosue ¢h) HE in & maand that wonlid
violate the requirements of the Privacy Slandacds ot Seeurity Standids i the PHI were sed or
diselosed by Authority in e same mamncr. ASSOCIATE shall vse approprinte sufeguards
prevent the use ox disclosure of PITI ather than as expressly penmitted under this Agreoment.

1.2 ASSOCIATI shall implement appropriate administrative, physical and techuical
safeguards and in all other respects comply with Subpart C of 45 CIR Part 164 in order to
protect the confidentialily, integeity and availability of the PHI and GPHL that it creales, receives,
maintains ot transiits on behal( of Authority. ASSOCIATE covenants that such snfeguards shall

include, without limilation, implementing writien policies and procedures i compliance with
| tenining ASSOCIATE employces

HIPAA and ARIZA, conducting a sceurity risk assessment, an<
who will have access {o PHI with respect to the policies and procedures vequired by HIPAA and

ARRA.

13 In the event of & Security lncident, inclndivg a Breach (as hereinafter defined) or
any other usc or disclosure which is not permitted under this Agreement of any PRI or EPHI that
ASSOCIATE accesses, maintains, refains, nodifies, records, stores, destroys, or otherwise holds
or uses on behalf of Authority in connecelion with the Business Arrangement, ASSOCIATL shall
teport such Security Incident or other incident to the Authority within ten (10) days ol discovery

' by the ASSOCIATE. “Breach shall mean the unawthorized acquisition, access, use, ot
; disclosute of PHI which compromises the seeurity or privacy of such informalion.

. 14 In the evout of a Breach of Unsecured PLL ASSOCIATT shal! provide Authority

with Notice thereof. Notice of a Breach shall bz in writing and include: () the idemitication ol

cach individusl whose PHI has been, ov is reasonably believed 10 have been, accessed, acguived,
f or disclosed during the Breach; (ii) @ wriel description of the circumsianses surrounding the
Breach; (iii) the datc of the Breach; (iv) Uie date of discavery of the Brench; (v) the scope of the
Breach; (vi) ASSOCIATE's responsc o the Breach and the identification of the party
responsible for vausing the Breach, if known; (vii) a desciption of the types of unsceured PHIL
involved in the Breach (e.g. awmes, social sceurily numbers, dates of bilih, addresses, account
numbers, diagnostic and disability vodes, ete.);, (viii) any steps which should be taken by affceted
individuals to protect themsclves from poteutial harm resulling from the Breach; (ix) o brict
description o whal ASSOCIATE is dolng o investigate the Breach, lo mitigate hamm to
individuals, and to protect against any fither Breaches; and (x) the uname and corlact
infosmation of a liaison whom {he Authorily may cantact with inquirics concerning the Beeach.

15 ASSOCIATT shall supplement any Notice ol Breach provided o the Authouity as

formation  which was not lkoown at the tme ol (he original Notice of Breach becomes

available.

1.6 In the cvent of a Mreach, ASSOCIATE shall, in consultation with Authotity,
mitigate, to the cxfeut practicable, any harmlnl clfect of such Breach thal is laown ©

ASSOCINTL.

2. Use of PIIL ASSOCIATT shall use P (i) solely for Authorily’s benelit wul ouly o
. e puepose of performing serviees (or Authority as such services me defined i Husiness

Arcmgements;  and (i) s necessary for the proper management amd  achninistation ol

ASSOCIATE or to carry oul ils lepal cesponsibilities, srovided that sueh ses e perinibiad
ry l‘) l

Coder federal and stete Tow. Hxeeps as oiherwise expressly permitted Jereln or e pepnnnd by

#




v, ASSOULY VT shelt ot tse on diselose DU for any purpases ofher s il alea ahade,
Anorite shall retain all dehts in the ML ol grsaled horeit, Use, ereaiion and discingn - of
dentiied health nfimmation by ASSOCIATTE are ool permitied unless cxprissly pinihi L

writing by Authority

i, Diselosure of PUL  Subject to any limitations iv [his Agrecment, ASSOCIATE iy
disclose PHI to any third parly persons or entifies #s necessaty to perform ils obligations undcs
the Dusiness Amangemen: with Authority and as penmitted or required by applicable federal vr
state law. TFurther, ASSOCIATE may disclose PHI for the proper management anc
administration of ASSOCIATE, provided that: (i) such disclosures are required by lew; or (i)
ASSOCIATE: (2) obtains reasonable assurances feom any third paity to whom the informatian i
disclosed that it will be held confidential and further used and disclosed only as required by law
o1 for the purpose for which it was diselosed to the third patty; (b) requires the thid party to
apree (o immediately notify ASSOCIATE of any instances of which it is aware that PHI is being
nsed or disclused for a pupose that is not otherwise provided for in this Agreement or for a
purpose not expressly petmitied by the Privacy Srandards; and (c) ensures that all disclosures ol
PH1 by ASSOCIATE and the third party comply with the principle of "minimum necessary use
and disclosure,” 1.e., only the nunimum PHI that 13 necessary to accomplish the intended purposc
may be disclosed. Tf ASSOCIATE discluses PHI received from Authority, or created ox received
by ASSOCIATE on behall of Awthorily, to agents, including a pennitied subcontracicr
(voilettivaly, "Recipients"), ASSOCIATE shall recuire Recipients to agree in writing to Lhe
coine Tostiictiors and conditions that apply to ASSOCIATE under this Agreement. To the exters
permitted by law, ASSOCIATE shall be fully ligble to Authorty for auny acts, (ailures or
omissions of Recipients in furnishing the services as if they werz ASSOCLATE's ow acts,
fatlures or omissions. ASSOCIATE shall veport to Authority auy tse or disclosure of PHI net
permitled Dy this Agrcement, of which it becomes aware, such repart Lo be made within five (5)
days of ASSOCIATYE becoming aware of such use or disclosure. ASSOCIATE agrees to
mitigate, to the extent practical and unless otherwise requested by Autharity in writing, any
narmful effect that is known to ASSOCIATE and is the result of a use ov disclosure of PHI by

ASSOCIATL or Recipients in violation of this Agreement.

4. i i i If ASSOOCTATE maintanis a
Designated Record Sct on behalf of Authority, ASSOCIATE shall: (1) provide access to, and
permit inspection and copying of PHI by Authority or. as dirceted by Authority, an individual
who is the subject of the PIIT under conditions and limitations requircd under 45 CPR §16:4.524,
as it may be amended from time lo time; and (i) amend PHI mamtained by ASSOCIATL as
requested by Authority. ASSOCIATI shall respond to any request from Authority [or aceess by
an individual within five (3) days of such request and shall make any amendment requested by
Authority within ten (10) days of such request. The infonmation shall be provided i the forae oz
foorat requested, if it is readily produeible in such ferm or format, er in snrmacy, o the
individua! has agreed in advance Lo aceepl the information in summary fun A reasonable, coust-
based fee Tor copying PITT may be charged. Authotily shall determine whather a deoial (s
appropriate o an cxception applies. ASSOCTATE shall notify Authority withiu five (5) davs of
receipt of any request Lor access or anendinenl by an individual. Authorigy shall deienun
whether to grant or deny any access o amendment requested by the individual, ASSOCIATIE

shall have a process in place for requests for arnendiments and for appending such tequests to the
Designated Record Sct, as requested Ly Authority.




>

5 Accounting ol Disclosures, ASSOCIATE shall make available o Authority in response
d for an aceounting of disclosures oi" P

o cequest from an individual, inforation require

with respee: (o the individunl, i accordance with 43 CUR §164.528, os it may be mmendad from
{ime to tme, incorporating exeeptions Lo such accounting designated nnder the vegulntion. Such
accounticg is imited 1o disclosures thal were made i the six (6) years prior to the request and
shall wot include any disclosures that were made prior (o the compliance date ol the I'rivacy
Srandards. ASSOCIATE sha!! provide such information necessary 10 provide an accounting
within thirly (30) days of Authority's request. Sueh accounting rmust be provided without cost (o
the individuadl or 0 Authogity if it is the [rst accounting requested by an individual within any
awelve (12) monib period; however, a reasonable, cost-bused fee may be charged for subsequent
accountings it ASSOCIATE informs Authorily and Authorily informs the individual in advance
of the foe, and the individual is afforded an opportunity to withdraw or modify the request. Such
accounting obligations shall survive termination of this Agreement and shall continuc as long as

ASSOCIATE maintains PLHIL
G. Withdrawal of Authorization. [ the use or disclosure of PHI in this Agreament is

based upon an individual's specific authovization for the use of his or her PHL, and: (1 the
individual revokes such authorization in writing, (ii) the cffective dale of such zuthorization has
expired, o (iii) the consent or utharization is defective in any mauner that renders i invalid,
ASSOCIATL agrees, if it has nolice ol such revocation ot invalidity, w© ceasc the use and
disciosure of any such individual's PIIL except to the cxtenl it has relied on such usc or
disclosure, or where an cxeeption under the Privacy Standards cxpressly applies

= Records and Audit,  ASSOCIATE shall maks available to the Secretary of the LS,
Department of Health and Human Services (the "Secretary™) or ils agents, its internal practices,
books, end recovds relating to the use and diselosure of PHI recsived from, croated, oc veceived
by ASSOCIATE on behalf of Authoriy for the purpose of determining Authority's compliance
with the Privacy Slandavds or any ather Lealth oversight agency, in a Llime and mannc
designated by the Secrctary. Lxeept to the extent prohibited by law, ASSOCIATE agrees (o
notify Authorily immediately upen teceipt hy ASSOCIATE of any and all requests by or on
behalf of any and ull government suthoritics served ppun ASSOCIATE for PEHLL

8. Confidentiality.

8.1 ASSOCIATE shall take any sieps reasouably requived tw: (i) protect PHT trow

unauthorized uses or disclosures, and (i) waintain the confidentiality and integrity of PHL

82 The Partics shall comply with all fedetal and swate laws govering e
confidentiality and privacy of health information that arc applicable o them, respectively,
including, without limitatior, HIPAA and the regulations promulgated thercunder, and ARKA

and the regulations promulgaled thereunder

9. Term and Termination.
9.1 This Agreement shall cummence oo the Lifcetive Dale and shall remain in o

tion 9, providl, however,
w

vt terminaied in sccurdance with he ferns af this St
Lermination shill uel aflest the respective obligations or rights of the Partes nsisiie
ation all of which shall contiine T

Aprecnent oo o the ifcetive date ol e

v e ey



Vi Nathority ahnd Dase the dapl e fesvia i Aol
P on 3 dave waitlen odee W ASNGEIA

Yot Authority, at ity =ole diserction, iy Trunedintery tenmiaaic 1hes Apgracir et 2na
ey e o all

b wo fither obligntdons fo ASSOCIATT Leveunder 1 any of e bl

Bavo cceured aad Lo continebng

aa

ERETI T

) ASSOCIATE shall [} 1o abserve ot porform vy matatial coveaant o
obligation contained i this Agreemant for ten (1) days alter written
uiice thereo( has been gives Lo ASSOC IATE fy Authoriiy: o

G A violztion by ASSOCIATE of ay provision of the Privacy o
applicable [ederal oc stale privacy law telatiis fo the ud o

ASSOCIATE under this Agreament
9.4 Pelimination of this Agresmer® {or either of tae twe reasans set derihoin

for cause any

Subscction 93 above shall be cause for Authority © immediately terminas
Business  Amvangenient  pursuant fo o which ASSOCIATE s entitled lo roeeive 1T from

Auihaorty

) e e event thai either Party has knowisdge ol 2 material ol this
Perty, and curz is not possible, the aon-bleaching Loty shall
is (easible, the now-

f'\'?l';&:H‘-Cnl by the other
o tersiinate this Ageeement. When neither -Gure now Winivation

lnc:wn,l:ap Party shall teporl the violation to the Scerciury

5.4 Unon the wimination of all Business Arcangenents, =ithel Pacty siay fgombnae
this dgreement by providing writlea o olice Lo the other Party

‘7_’}" Upoit telmination of this Agreemenl lor any reason, ASSOCIATE amuss 2ithet 0
ceie o Auathornity o to destroy 411 PHIL received frem Aultbority or oihcrwse diroug.. e

'1“lf0{‘mﬁllcc of setvices For Authotity, that is i the possession o control ol ASSOCIATLE or s
2zents (and it destroyed, provide wrilten certifcation of same), Tn the case of PHT which is o
1;\,-&,—,,11].; g "retuon o desteey,” ASSQCIATIL shall extend the protections of this Agrectment o
cneh OTIT and limit further uses and disclusures of such PHIL w thase purposes that make ihe
coturn or destraction infzasibie, for 5o long as ASSOCIATY maintains such YPHL ASSOCIATGE
other applicable state o fedural taw, which may reguive aspes

velention, redaction, or ulhier fealmenl of such PITL This provision shall sivive

further agrees 1o comply wi

peried ol
o] minarior of this Aprecment ol any reaseu

10. Compiisnee yyith Red !]i_&g Rules. In the cvent that ASSOCIALT is enzaped o perlaun
An wetivity in Conneetinn with auy “r\"‘wr] ageonmt’ s defined in 16 CFW §681.1 fus cpplivan’y

lo Authorily as a "erceitpe and thapstee 1o ASSOCIATIS a5 a "sepvice puavids proviizae wy

service w Aalhorityy ASSOCIATL agiees to (i) fully adopt and cotply with the Red My Rities

(16 CFR§68T.5 currently i elfet and a5 sy be promutgated i the Fulur (11} Arlopt o Had

Flag peograim (& patierd, praclive, or Spee: lie
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ETRTTRY Nainority and kg any i ther steps s 1oy benecessnry do e ot =
Levy el

i Wdemnification. ARSOCIATCE shall indeninify, delend, and hold Avthion
Jirectors, omployees, agents, successors and assigns harmless, front and apmast iy antl
fosses, clatims, actions, demands, liabilities, damages, costs. and expenses (e aling cust ol
jadgments, settlaments, court costs aud reasonable atlameys' fees, arising from o relatad o, (1)
e use or digclasure of PHT in violalion of the ferms af mus Agreement o) applicable Taw, (i
aty Dreach of Unsceured PHT caused by ihe zels ol omisgions of ASSOCIATT; and () tac
filure of ASSOCIATT or any of ils cmployees, subcontractors, or agents o ahide by and
comply with the Privacy Rules and the Security Rules Authority shall have the right, at its
cxpense, to paricipate in the defense of any claim or action for which ASSOCIATE must
indenmify Authority,

R 1B ulbtic

12 Mo Wawauty. THI IS PROVIDED TO ASSCOCIATL SOLELY ON AN "AS JS”
BASTS. AUTHORITY DISCLAIMS ALL OTHER WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED,

INCLUDING,  BUT OT  LIMITED TC, IMPLIED WARRANTIES O
MERCITANTABILITY, AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.
13 Incligible Persons, ASSOCIATE icpiesents and. warranls fo  Autherity that

ASSOCIATE: (i) is not euncatly excluded, debaned, or otherwise ineligible (o participate in 2oy

federal health care program as defined in 42 U.8.C. Section 13202-7b(0) ("the Tederal Tealtheate
Programs”); (i) has not been convicted of a criminal offense related o the provision of health

care items or scrvices and not yet been excluded, dabarred, or otherwise declored ineligible (©
participate in the Federal Henltheare Programs, and (il) is not under investigation or othwrwise
aware of any circumstances which may result in ASSOCIATI: being excluded from participation
in the Lederal Healthcare Programs.  This shall be an ongoing representation aud wanuniy
dwing the term of this Agreement, and ASSOCIATE shall immediately notify Avthority of any
change in the staius of the represcntations and warrauly set forth in tns Seciion. Any breach of
this Section shall give Authgrity the right to terminale this Agreoment istnediaicly for cause.

14, Miscellancous.

4.1 Notices. All notices, requests, demands and other communications required or
pelmided w be given o made under this Agreement shatl be w wriling, shall be cffective upon
reccipt or atlempted delivery, and shall be sent by: (i) persoual delivery, (i) centified or
registered United States mail, relun receipt requested; or (i) overnight delivery service with
proof of delivery. Notices shall he seut 1o (he addiesses below., Neither Parly shall reluse
delivery of any notice hereunder.

iflo Autliority: M. Roberl (G Voster Chiel
Tatorimation QOffeer Souib
Georgia Medical Conter ' 0,
Dox 112/
Valdasta, GA VTe00-1727
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Vet piive imedter
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142 Waiver, No provision of this Agrecment o auy hreach thereol shall b dewr o
waived pnless sueh waiver iy in wiiling and signed by the Party claimed to have waived s o
provision or creach. No waiverol @ breach shall constitine i waiver of or exeuse my dilferent o

subsequen bicn

ch

143  Assignment.  Neither Paty may assign (whether by operation of law or
otherwise) any of its rights or delegate ov subcontract any of its abligations under (his Agreement
without the prior written consent of the other Party. Notwithstanding the foregoing, Authority
shall have the right to assign its rights and obligations hereunder lo any entity that is an affiliatc
or successer ol Anthority, withoul the prior approval of ASSOCIATE

ietermined Lo be invaliil or
g he

(14 Severability. Any provision of tas Agrecignl that i
Gheadorossie will be inefitctive o the exient of such deternination without mvehdal

remammg provisions of his Agreement or affecting the

validity or enfosseubilily of such

remaining provisions,

145 Amendment.  This Agreenan may
uent signed by the Parties hereto, £ any of 1t

I oor inwpied e amauier b

nEGonRs

ARN A wve amender

Geroseith, he Paliies shall amend this Agreement © y oo comply with sieh

Lnuend o mts or inferpie@ations

1ent and ¢

e 1w
1€ D3y
1

|46 Katire Aprewneni. Ts Agr

e contete agreement between ASSOCUIATE zad Autherity relating 0 the me T
this Agrecmcnl, and supersecdes Al prior representalions or Agreements, whether oral or wrillen,
with respect to such matters. In the event ol aiy conflict between the wrms of this Agreement
aidd che tepens of e Business Arratygemciils or any such later agreement(s), the tetms of this
Agreement shall control unless the terms of sucl: Husuess A :
respect to PHI and comply with the Privacy Standils andsor Secniity Siandazds
specificully otherwise agree jo writing, No oral mosiFediion or vaiver o o
of this Agreement shall be binding on either Patiy, No ohigativnon eithier Mapty fo enicy it ary
wansaction is to be implied from Me execntion or e
ar the el of, and shall be binding upar G Par
and poimilied assipns No third party shall ho ceas
Agrcement, ner shall any third porty have any righls @

eIMeilis g 1nore 8i
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Arohovitne shall have the dabe 1o apply fooa Gt nf competent puvisdiviion Tyl

petiornaned andfor oy order tesieariing and enjoining any such finiher disclosure o ez 2ol
cor such other welief as Authotity shall deem appropriate. Such vight of Authority i b i
sldition (o e remedics ofherwise available to Authority at law or in equity.  ASSOCIATE
exprossly waives the defense that a remedy i dimages will he adequule anel [ waives ains
requireaent in an aclion for specific performance or illiynetion for the posting of & howel Tiy
Authority,

149 Nawee of Apcement.  Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to creatc
(i) 2 partnesship, joint ventne or other joint husiness relationship betwesr. the Partizs or any of
theiv affiliates, or (1) a relationship of employer and employes bstween the Partics, This
Apreement does not express ov imply any commitment to purchase ov sell poods o services

1410 Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed i one oF moic carnlerpaits,
cach of which shall be deemed an original, but all of which together shall constitute one and the
same document, In making proof of this Agreement, it shall not be necessary to produce or
aceount for more than one such counterpart executed by the Party against whom enforcement of
this Agreement is sought.

IN WITNESS WHERROL, (he Parlics have executed this Agreementas of the ffective Date,
AUTHORITY: ASSOCIATE:

[The Hospital Authority of Valdosta and The DBattered Womew's  Sheler, Ine.
Towndes County, Georsia, dfb/a South d/b/s The Haven's  Scxual  Assanl:

Georgia Medieal Cz{nter‘] Response Center

ALY 77 N0 2

Iy -
ter m:’ CJ\CJ I(L 0'_)". H‘W\@ﬂ

(Print or Type Name)

Robert G,
(Print or Vype Name)

Chief Informazion Officer E%Ce(;wﬁ\' l& reosy
(title)

o HBJOUT o e b0 Qqlin




Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE

To: Director Jay Neal, Criminal Justic Coordinating Council
The Honorable Clayton A. Tomlinson, Chief Judge Alapaha Judicial Circuit

From: Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Re: SART Committee Certificate of Compliance
Date: September 30, 2025

The undersigned as Chairman of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol
Committee hereby certifies that it has met at least once during the 2025 calendar year for the
purpose of both drafting and adopting the Protocol, as well as, evaluating the effectiveness of the
Protocol and appropriately modifying and updating the same, per the mandate under O.C.G.A. §
15-24-2(%).

This Certificate of Compliance is being submitted to the Criminal Justice Coordinating
Council (CJCC) before December 31, 2025, and is in Compliance with O.C.G.A. § 15-24-2(g).

Respectfully submitted this 30" day of September, 2025.

T AT

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill
Chairman, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Page 33 of 33
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2025-2026 ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT LED I OF FICE
SEXUAL ASSAULT PROTOCOL 2035 0CT |, PM|2: 51,

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COOK c@,ﬁ.:rx,, Gt
STATE OF GEORGIA CLERK OF SUPERIOR

LJUVERILE notRT

ORDER

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Georgia enacted O.C.G.A. 15-24-2 requiring

the establishment of a Sexual Assault Protocol; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned established a Sexual Assault Protocol committee pursuant
to O.C.G.A. 15-24-2; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has approved the attached Protocol as the protocol

for cases of sexual assault in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, this document is accepted by the
Court as the protocol to be used in responding to, investigating, and prosecuting cases arising
from an alleged sexual assault and shall be spread upon the minutes and filed with the Clerk of

the Superior Court of Cook County.

| Sk
SO ORDERED, this the / ~ day of ﬂaéé% i ,2025.

0/';49-/*&0 a r’%M/{’:}W‘-:
Honofable Clayton A. Tomlinson
Chief Judge, Cook County Superior Court
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Order prepared by:
Chase L. Studstill
District Attorney
Alapaha Judicial Circuit



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE TEAM PROTOCOL

This Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol (hereinafter
“Protocol”) is adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 15-24-2 for the purpose of outlining the
procedures to be used in responding to, investigating and prosecuting cases of sexual assault. The
purpose of this Protocol shall be to ensure coordination between all agencies involved in sexual
assault cases as to increase the efficiency of all agencies handling such cases and to minimize the

stress created for the sexual assault victim by the legal and investigatory process. A failure by an

agency to follow the protocol shall not constitute an affirmative or other defense to @Beug_:gm
- 1~
. .. W o e o
of a sexual assault, preclude the admissibility of evidence, nor shall a failure by 'Eiﬁ;agen(:}-' o =
sy W 3 rf:
follow the protocol give rise to a civil cause of action. N e . o
St = :;'_E
-
3 0
e Purpose of Protocol ) r‘r-“a
. _ wn
The protocol is intended to: i

e Facilitate the provision of consistent, comprehensive, sensitive, and non- judgmental

treatment of victims of sexual assault as they progress through the medical, law enforcement,

advocacy, and legal system.

e Standardize the collection of evidence in order to aid in the medical treatment of victims and

prosecution of cases; and,
e Develop a coordinated effort among health providers, law enforcement personnel,
prosecutors, and victim advocates ensuring that victims receive efficient and comprehensive

medical care, evidentiary examination, emotional support, and referral information.

e Use of Protocol

This Protocol will be utilized by the following agencies: Adel Police Department, Alapaha Police
Department, Atkinson County Health Department, Atkinson County Sheriff’s Office, Berrien
County Health Department, Berrien County Sheriff’s Office, Berrien County 91 1 Center, Clinch
County Health Department, Clinch County Sheriff’s Office, Clinch Memorial Hospital, Cook
County Health Department, Cook County Sheriff’s Office, Cook County 911 Center, Enigma
Police Department, The Haven Rape Crisis Center, Homerville Police Department, [akeland
Police Department, Lanier County Health Department, Lanier County Sheriff’s Office, Lenox
Police Department, Nashville Police Department, Office of the District Attorney for the Alapaha
Judicial Circuit, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners and their supervising physician(s), Pearson
Police Department, Ray City Police Department, South Georgia Medical Center, Sparks Police
Department, Tri-County 911 Center, Willacoochee Police Department.
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

o Monitoring the Protocol

Some members of the Sexual Assault Response Team shall meet quarterly at the Alapaha Circuit
District Attorney’s Office or other designated place to review current sexual assault
investigations relative to the implementation and utility of the sexual assault protocol. Any team
member involved in the investigation shall be invited to attend. The mission of the Sexual
Assault Response Team shall conduct full reviews of sexual abuse, exploitation, and/or neglect
allegations and to develop effective and efficient responses. All members of the Sexual Assault
Response Team agree that all information discussed and/or obtained in these case review
meetings will remain confidential except as authorized or as required for the purposes of a

criminal investigation and/or prosecution as otherwise required by law.

The sexual assault protocol committee shall meet annually to evaluate the effectiveness of the
protocol and to recommend measures to improve compliance. (0.C.G.A. § 15-24-2). Members of
the Committee wanting to recommend improvements are encouraged to do so in writing with
fellow members in order to effectively communicate annual compliance. Attendance may be

achieved electronically at the request of a member.

EFINI

Sexual assault is defined as sexual contact or intimacy initiated by one or more persons against
another without their consent. This includes instances where victims are unable to give consent
due to age or mental or physical incapacity. Sexual assault does not discriminate among race,
sex, sexual orientation, socio economic class or age. Persons may be sexually assaulted by

strangers, acquaintances, or members of their family.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 17-5-70(3), "Sexual assault" means rape, sodomy, aggravated sodomy,
statutory rape, child molestation, aggravated child molestation, sexual assault against a person in
custody, sexual assault against a person detained in a hospital or other institution, sexual assault
by a practitioner of psychotherapy against a patient, incest, bestiality, sexual battery, and

aggravated sexual battery.
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PROCESS OF CASE MANAGEMENT

Ensuring that sexual assault victims will be treated with sensitivity and compassion requires that
victim services, law enforcement, medical, and prosecutorial personnel be aware of the special

needs of these victims.

Victims of violent crimes, not only must cope with the physical trauma perpetrated against them
but they must also deal with the emotional and psychological repercussions of the crime. The
emotional and psychological repercussions of a sexual assault can be devastating. The
humiliation and degradation victims may feel often are compounded by feelings of guilt. Often
society perpetuates the myth that sexual assault victims somehow are responsible for the crime
committed against them or that they must act in a certain manner following the assault. For this
reason, victims of sexual assault often are reluctant to report the crime, and therefore, must

receive immediate support from agency personnel if they choose to report.

While victims of sexual assault may feel guilty, frightened, ashamed, dirty, angry,
anxious, embarrassed, or any number of other emotions, it is important to remember that there is
no "typical" way for victims to feel, react, or look after a sexual assault. Some victims may

appear to be calm while others may look visibly upset or enraged.

Victim confidentiality should be strictly protected. Professional staff should make direct
inquiries of the victim regarding how to address the disclosure of confidential infonnation.
Assumptions should not be made concerning whether it is appropriate to disclose information to
family, friends, employers, and/or educational providers about the assault or the victim's sexual

preference.
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e First Report

In most cases, the victim usually makes the first report of a sexual assault to a dispatch or
emergency communications center (911). Dispatch or communications center staffers are critical

in aiding the victim to regain control and composure after an assault.

If the victim is the caller, the dispatcher should:
e Obtain the victim's name and location immediately.
“ Determine if the victim is currently safe and whether or not the victim needs immediate
medical attention.
e Dispatch the appropriate law enforcement units, and, if necessary, emergency medical help.
o Assure the victim that help is coming, and instruct the victim not to eat, drink, bathe,

urinate, or douche.

° Ask victim if they are still wearing the same clothing they were wearing during the
assault. If they are, tell the victim not to change and come as they are. If they are not wearing the
same clothing, instruct the victim to leave the clothing as is and in its present location.

e Advise the victim not to move or touch anything at the assault location and not to disturb

items used as weapons.

Once the victim decides he/she wants a sexual assault examination, and law enforcement
determines that The Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate and a SANE will be needed, law

enforcement will inform the dispatcher to notify the on-call Haven Staff.

"JANE DOE" REPORTING

A sexual assault victim shall have the right to have a medical forensic examination

regardless of whether the victim participates in the criminal justice system or cooperates with
law enforcement in pursuing prosecution of the underlying crime (O.C.G.A. § 17-5-72). Pursuant
to O.C.G.A. § 17-5-74, the tenn "unreported sexual assault kit" means a sexual assault kit
collected from a victim who has consented to the collection of the sexual assault kit but who has

not reported the alleged crime to law enforcement.
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If a sexual assault victim calls 911 or the Crisis Hotline requesting a medical forensic
examination for sexual assault, but does not wish to make a report to law enforcement, dispatch
is to contact the appropriate law enforcement agency. A Haven Rape Crisis Advocate and a
SANE will also be contacted. The victim will be directed to the Haven Rape Crisis Center for a
medical examination. Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection
Kit will be completed. The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the
SANE with the victim's information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law
Enforcement Officer. The Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information
sheet regarding the sexual assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet
shall include the victim's sex, date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the
victim's name. The GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law

enforcement to the GBI Crime Laboratory.

If the victim goes to the hospital requesting a medical forensic examination for sexual
assault, but doesn't want to make a report to law enforcement, the hospital shall contact the
appropriate law enforcement agency and a Haven Rape Crisis Advocate. The Advocate will then
contact the on-call SANE. If needed, the Advocate will transport the victim to the Haven Rape
Crisis Center for the examination after the victim has signed a confidentiality agreement.
Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be completed.
The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the SANE with the victim's
information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law Enforcement Officer. The
Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information sheet regarding the sexual
assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet shall include the victim's sex,
date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the victim's name. The GBI
Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law enforcement to the GBI Crime

[aboratory per current GBI policies and procedures.

If the victim does not cooperate with law enforcement in the investigation or prosecution
of a sexual assault, the investigating law enforcement agency shall maintain any physical
evidence collected as a result of such sexual assault that contains biological material, including,

but not limited to, stains, fluids, or hair samples that relate to the identity of the perpetrator of the
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sexual assault, for not less than 12 months from the date any such physical evidence is collected

(0.C.G.A. §1 7-5-72(b)).

A sexual assault victim shall not be required to pay, directly or indirectly, for the cost of a
forensic medical examination. The cost of a forensic medical examination shall be paid for by

the Georgia Crime Victims Emergency Fund (O.C.G.A. §17-5-72)

No prosecuting attorney, investigating law enforcement agency, or government official
shall ask or require any victim of a sexual assault to submit to a polygraph examination or any
other truth-telling device as a condition precedent to investigating a sexual assault. The refusal of
a victim to submit to a polygraph examination or any other truth-telling device shall not prevent
an investigation or prosecution of any sexual assault (O.C.G.A. § 17-5-73). At the time of
medical forensic examination, no alleged victim shall be required to assign or waive any rights
afforded to him or her in the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights or that might prevent the alleged

victim from seeking relief from the Crime Victims Compensation Board (O.C.G.A. § 35-1 -2).

e Notification of On-call Sexual Assault Response Team

If the victim is at the medical facility:

Hospitals receiving patients reporting incidents of sexual assault shall immediately

contact law enforcement in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 31-7-9 mandating all non-accidental
injuries be reported. Patients will retain the right to initiate, participate in, and/or cooperate with
any law enforcement investigation of such assault.

e The nursing staff should contact the appropriate 911 Dispatch and The Haven Rape Crisis
Center at 229-244-1765.

e The E.R. physician or physician extender will provide a medical screening examination.

e If no treatment is indicated in the Emergency Department and a SANE is on-call then the
patient will be escorted to The Haven Rape Crisis Center by the responding law enforcement
agency for a medical forensic examination and evidence collection if within the 120 hour time

frame.
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e If the patient has obvious injuries or requires medical treatment in the Emergency
Department, the responding law enforcement agency will contact the on-call Haven Rape Crisis
Advocate who will contact the on-call SANE. The medical forensic examination will be
performed at the hospital.

e Ifthere is no SANE on-call, then the emergency department will proceed with the medical
forensic examination and evidence collection.

e Ifthe victim is not able to give consent for the medical forensic examination or cannot make
a report to law enforcement based on their cognitive, developmental, or physical disability, it is
essential to find out if the victim has a legal guardian and, if so, who the legal guardian is for the
victim that can provide consent for medical procedures. The medical forensic examination can be

conducted in emergency situations.

If the victim is cene:
e The incident is reported through the appropriate 911 Center and forwarded to a law
enforcement agency. Law enforcement will request 911 to contact The Haven Rape Crisis Center
via crisis line at 229-244-1765.
e Uniformed patrol is dispatched to the victim.
e Uniformed patrol advises his/her supervisor of facts and the determination is made whether
to contact the on-call Detective/Investigator and the on-call Haven Rape Crisis Advocate.
e The Appropriate 911 Center notifies the Detective/Investigatory and Haven Rape Crisis
Advocate. If there is a SANE on-call, the Advocate will contact the on-call SANE. Response
time for the Advocate is no more than 45 minutes following initial notification. Response time
for the on-call SANE is no more than 60 minutes following initial notification.
e Ifa SANE is on-call, the victim should be transported to The Haven Rape Crisis Center. If
the victim has visible physical injuries, then the victim should be transported to the nearest
available medical facility capable of providing basic life support.
e Ifa SANE is not on-call, then the victim should be transported to an emergency room to

proceed with the examination and collection of evidence.
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ars Old):

e If the victim is a child (Under 12 Ye

In any case in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, or Lanier Counties (The Alapaha Judicial
Circuit) where any child under 12 years of age presents to law enforcement or DFCS with an
acute sexual assault case (defined as any type of penetration within 72-96 hours for any child

under 12) the following protocol shall be followed:

e The Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes County (hereinafter “CAC”) shall be contacted
via their crisis line at 229-300-4366.

e The CAC Representative will determine that the case meets the above criteria and will
contact the on call Pediatric SANE nurse, Forensic Interviewer with the Child Advocacy Center,
District Attorney Chase L. Studstill, or any other Assistant District Attorney. A victim advocate

from the District Attorney’s office may also be contacted.

e An interview of the child will be conducted at the Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes
County following the Forensic Interview Protocol by a Forensic Interviewer from the CAC. The
on-call forensic interviewer has 15 minutes to respond to the initial notification/call. Once the
forensic interviewer completes the screening process, the forensic interviewer has one hour to
arrive on-site at the CAC to conduct the forensic interview. Discretion will be used by the on-call

forensic interviewer whether a forensic interview will be conducted after 11:00PM.

e The on call Pediatric SANE nurse will be present for this interview along with other

members of the MDT team.

e After the forensic interview of the child, the child will be transported to the appropriate

facility and a sexual assault exam will be conducted by the on call Pediatric SANE.
e The CAC agrees to provide a copy of the interview notes to the on call Pediatric SANE nurse

and the on call Pediatric SANE nurse agrees to provide a copy of the medical history to the

CAC.
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e Ifthe victim is a child (12 Years Old or Older):

For any case involving a child 12 years of age or older, Law Enforcement shall contact

the Haven Victim Advocate via crisis line at 229-244-1765 as usual per the SART Protocol.
Should Law Enforcement believe that a Forensic Interview is needed prior to the SANE exam,

they shall contact The Children's Advocacy on call line at 229-300-43 66.

e Ifthe abuse occurred greater than 96 hours prior to the disclosure of said abuse, a non-
emergent exam can be conducted at the Lowndes CAC (3325 Skipper Bridge Road,
Valdosta, Georgia) by a medical provider. Most children with current marks, bruises, or other
visible palpable injuries may have a non-acute exam at the CAC. If a child/teen has burns or
broken bones due to possible physical abuse, they will need to be seen in the nearest Hospital
Emergency Department. If the child is younger than three years of age, they may require an
x-ray or MRI at the hospital. Law Enforcement and DFCS may call the CAC main phone

number at 229-245-5364 to schedule a non-emergent exam.

e Law Enforcement Agency Responses

¢ The Role of Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers play a crucial role in overcoming a victim's psychological
hurdles and obtaining a victim's cooperation in a sexual assault investigation. Since a victim's
ability to cope with the crime and its aftermath may prove critical to the ultimate success of
criminal prosecution, it is imperative that law enforcement agencies treat the victim of sexual

assault with the utmost compassion.

Law enforcement officers must remain sensitive to the individuality of each victim and
the massive impact a sexual assault may have upon the victim and the victim's family and
friends. Law enforcement officers should take into account not only the particular assault
suffered by each victim, but the victim's age, physical abilities and culture (e.g.,
cognitive/developmentally and physical disability considerations, deaf/hard of hearing

considerations, elderly considerations, lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender/queer/ questioning
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(LGBT+) considerations, male victim considerations, African American considerations,
immigrant and refugee considerations, Latino/Hispanic considerations, sex trafficking victims

considerations, and faith considerations).

e The Responding Law Enforcement Officer

The first law enforcement officer to reach a sexual assault victim is usually a uniformed
officer. This officer, as with others who investigate the case, should quickly develop a positive

rapport with the victim while initiating the gathering of evidence.

(1.) Immediate Response

e The responding officer should first address the victim's physical and medical needs.
Emergency first aid should be offered, if necessary, while awaiting an emergency medical
response unit.

e The responding officer should be calm, sympathetic and understanding. To increase the
victim's emotional comfort and security prior to a transfer to a medical facility/ Rape Crisis
Center, the officer should explain to the victim the actions anticipated on the victim's behalf,
including a physical examination.

e The officer should also ask the victim to refrain from washing, showering, brushing teeth,
using a mouthwash, smoking, eating, chewing gum, breathe mints, hard candy, drinking,
douching, urinating, or defecating to prevent the loss of valuable physical evidence. The
evidentiary importance of preserving personal clothing and articles from the crime scene should
be explained. Even if a victim has bathed, douched, or changed clothing, the officer should
transport the victim to the appropriate medical facility for a medical forensic examination.

e The responding officer should also ask the victim basic questions about the sexual assault.
Not more than two officers should conduct questioning in the greatest privacy available, and
questioning should be limited in scope to crucial information immediately needed by law
enforcement.

e The crime scene will be processed per the investigating agency's operating policy.
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o If the responding officer proceeds to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center where the

victim is taken, the officer should:
a. Remain at the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center until the investigating law
enforcement officer(s) has arrived; and
b. Thoroughly brief the investigating law enforcement officer(s) on any information
about the victim, the assault, the assailant, and the crime scene, which the officer has
obtained. These briefings should take place in a private setting where other patients or

hospital personnel cannot overhear confidential information.

(2.) Delayed Reporting

Forensic evidence may remain for a general time period of up to 120 hours in the victim's
body or there may be evidence of tearing or other internal abrasions. For this reason, the victim
should be encouraged to seek medical care. A medical forensic examination includes the
collection of medical history to guide the medical provider, such as a SANE or other qualified
individual, in delivering medical care tailored to address the specific inquiries and medical needs
of the patient. The medical forensic examination provides treatment including but not limited to
Prophylaxis, Safety Plan Assessment, Fatality/Risk Assessment, Mental Health Assessment for
Rape Trauma Syndrome, STI testing, Strangulation Assessment, and Intimidate Partner Violence

(IPV) Assessment.

(3.) The Medical Examination and Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers should not be present during the medical examination of a
sexual assault victim, unless there is a specific evidentiary or investigative necessity that requires
their attendance. Any person, particularly a sexual assault victim, deserves a personal
examination free of unnecessary, non-medical strangers.

e The Investigator's Response

1. An Investigator will usually be summoned to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center
where the victim has been taken. The Investigator should respond immediately to the facility.
The Investigator should conduct a thorough interview with the victim and should document the
facts of the investigation and, if necessary, request The Haven Rape Crisis Center record the

interview with both audio and video equipment.
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During the initial contact, the Investigator should:

e C(learly identify himself/herself to the victim

e Verify the information obtained by the dispatcher and/or responding officer which may help
the police locate the suspect;

e Attempt to explain to the victim what is being done on the victim's behalf

e Inform the victim that another interview may be conducted at a later time.

e Interviews conducted by SANEs should be limited to medical history and sexual assault
history pertinent to guiding the exam only and for the purpose of any medical diagnosis and
treatment. It is imperative that every SANE remains focused on their role as a medical
professional, while also protecting the privacy and confidentiality of the patient in their care.

e The victim's interview at The Haven Rape Crisis Center may be video/audio recorded with
informed consent. It will ultimately be left up to the victim/patient whether they wish to have
their Medical forensic history recorded. Notice to the victim shall be accomplished by placing at
least one sign, printed in both English and Spanish, in the area where the interview shall be
conducted advising the victim that the interview may be video/audio recorded. Victims may be
asked to sign a written form consenting to the video/audio recording of the interview. If a victim
choses to not have his/her medical forensic history recorded then every effort should be made to
notify the assigned law enforcement Investigator in order to allow their presence for the medical
forensic history interview.

e The Investigator may consult with the victim advocate to explain the actions being taken by
the police and to seek their cooperation and assistance in future contacts with the victim.

e Transportation arrangements will be made to a safe location for the victim.

e The Investigator should verify that the chain of custody of the evidence obtained at the
medical facility/Rape Crisis Center is maintained correctly. The Investigator should ensure that
all evidence collected is inventoried and prepared for transfer to the crime laboratory if
appropriate. Investigators should confirm with the evidence custodian that the evidence is

transferred to the lab in a timely manner.
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e Victim Follow Up:

The primary law enforcement officer will keep in touch with the victim as needed and as
is applicable for the investigation process. The primary law enforcement officer should refer the

victim to a Victim Advocate as determined necessary by the investigator.

e The Case Report:

The primary investigation officer in a sexual assault case has the crucial responsibility of
compiling all the information learned through the investigation. The case report will be the main
source of information for the prosecutors handling the case. Therefore, it is imperative that every

effort is made to be as thorough, accurate and informative as possible in building the report.

e risis Center Response

Although several different agencies come in contact with sexual assault victims at various
stages after a sexual assault is reported, the Haven Rape Crisis Center is the coordinating agency
for sexual victims, providing consistent support, consistent treatment, and advocacy throughout
the process. The Haven Rape Crisis Center provides emotional support and crisis intervention to
sexual assault victims and their families.
e Initial response

The safety and well-being of the victim should be the first concern of the victim service
provider. The role of the victim service provider is to:
e With the consent of the victim, help identify and address the immediate concerns of the
victims, (e.g., are they in a safe place, are there family and friends whom the victim wishes to be
contacted, are medical care or transportation to the hospital needed, is clothing needed to wear
home from the hospital);
e Instruct the victim to not destroy evidence by eating, drinking, bathing, urinating, douching ,
or washing clothes;
e Provide emotional support and crisis intervention to victim and their families;
e Be present during medical forensic examination (at the request of the SANE and/or victim);
and

e Help arrange transportation to and from the hospital or medical facility;
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For their own safety, and to avoid interfering with the investigation, victim advocates
shall not go to the crime scene unless accompanied by law enforcement. Victim advocates are
not investigators or attorneys and do not investigate cases or give legal advice. The advocate at
no time will ask the victim questions related to the details of the assault. The role of the victim
advocate should be explained to the victim. The advocate should determine whether the victim
wishes to receive victim services.

Sexual offenders may be predatory and/or serial offenders. As such, any notification of a
sexual assault to the advocate should be reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency.
While the victim may decide not to pursue a criminal complaint of the incident, it may be

important to other ongoing investigations that law enforcement is made aware of the assault.

e Basic Services
Rape Crisis Advocates need to achieve an effective balance between advocating for

victims and working within the parameters of the criminal justice system. Basic services

provided by the Rape Crisis Center to victims, their families and friends may include:

e On-site examination room for use by Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners for medical
assessment, medical treatment, proper support assessments, and collection of evidence;

e A twenty-four hour crisis line;

) Accompanying a victim to a medical facility and providing support throughout the
medical examination;

e Provide clothing and hygiene items:;

e Ifa survivor wishes the assistance, an advocate will accompany the survivor for any follow-
up medical visits;

e Throughout and after the medical visit, advocates help survivors deal with symptoms of
anxiety, fear, depression, loss of control, and decreased assertiveness;

e Advocates may accompany victim during initial police contact at medical facility;

e Video interviewing facilities for interviewing the victim;

e Victims will be referred to a counseling service. Valdosta State University students will be

made aware of counseling services offered by the university;
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e Victims will be offered the choice to participate in support groups provided free of charge by
the Haven Rape Crisis Center;

e Advocates provide victims with assistance in understanding reporting options, victims' rights,
filing for crime victims' compensation, support throughout the prosecution of the case and
accompaniment to court;

e Information and referral to community resources; and

e Staff or volunteers will interact with agencies and individuals on behalf of sexual assault

victims in order to achieve a particular goal or results.
The advocate needs the cooperation of many other agencies to provide information and

support. Networking and maintaining effective lines of communication with law enforcement,

medical, prosecutorial, criminal justice, and other social service organizations are essential.
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The role of the medical forensic personnel is to provide a timely, high-quality medical
forensic examination that can potentially validate and address sexual assault patients’ concerns,
minimize the trauma they may experience, and promote their healing. At the same time, it can
increase the likelihood that evidence collected will aid in criminal case investigation, resulting in
perpetrators being held accountable and further sexual violence prevented. The main role of the
medical forensic personnel shall always relate to treatment and assessment rather than forensic in
collecting and preserving evidence. Medical forensic examinations shall be performed by a
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner ("SANE"), physician, nurse practitioner or physician's assistant

("PA") trained in performing such exams.

Medical forensic examination responsibilities include:

e Obtaining informed consent from the patient for the medical forensic examination,
documentation and evidence collection

e Gathering the medical forensic history Conducting a medical physical examination
Coordinating treatment of injuries Documentation of biologic and physical findings Collection of
evidence from patient Documentation of findings

e Providing information, treatment, and referrals for STis, pregnancy Follow-up as

needed for additional treatment and/or collection of evidence Providing testimony at trial.

° e Medical Forensic Examination

e Who May Request an Examination

With the consent of the patient, medical forensic examinations can be performed at the request of
(1) a Law Enforcement Agency, (2) the District Attorney’s Office, (3) the Medical Examiner or
County Coroner’s Office, (4) a Hospital, (5) Pursuant to a Court Order, or (6) at the
Patient’s/Victim’s Request Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §17-5-72.
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e Procedures for the Examination

In order to preserve the patient's dignity and confidentiality, all aspects of the medical
forensic examination, including consent, medical history, and details of the assault, will be
conducted in a private office or secluded space. A trained victim advocate will be available to
accompany the patient and offer emotional support during the examination. The advocate will at
no time ask the patient questions related to the details of the assault. After explaining to the
patient the details of the examination, additional consents are obtained, a secondary assessment
is performed, and the history of the patient and the assault are taken. Note that while it is
important to document the history of the patient and the assault as completely as possible, the
examiner should not inquire about or document irrelevant aspects of the patient's sexual history.
After completing the documentation for this phase, a serum or urine pregnancy test is ordered on
women with childbearing capabilities. The SANE shall perform a complete medical forensic
examination and upon completion, provide the patient with the proper precautionary medications
to help guard against certain sexually transmitted diseases and Plan B birth control medication.
These medications are prescribed by the physician supervising the SANE. The SANE shall
complete the Sexual Assault Response Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence
Collection Form and return it to the Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate within 5 business days.

Said form will then be made available to the Investigator and Prosecutor.

e Collection of Forensic Evidence

Any forensic evidence collected within 120 hours of a sexual assault should be
documented in the Georgia Bureau of Investigation/Division of Forensic Sciences Sexual
Assault Evidence Collection Kit (GBI/DOFS). The findings of the exam should be documented
completely, noting injuries on the relevant anatomical diagrams. After the examination and
evidence collection are completed, the examiner should check the labeling of all evidence and
package it as instructed in the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. The SANE shall
release the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit, a copy of the Sexual Assault Response
Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence Collection Form, and all evidence
collected to the appropriate law enforcement official. The official should sign for this material,

establishing a "chain of custody".
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Adequate and proper collection of specimen samples from the patient's body for forensic
analysis is essential following the medical care of the patient. Biologic evidence collection shall
be conducted in accordance with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) procedures using a
GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. This kit shall be utilized to collect samples from
the patient's body to perform semen testing through DNA analysis. A separate Drug Facilitated
Sexual Assault kit for biological specimens shall be utilized for collection of blood and urine
samples from the patient's body to determine if the sexual assault was drug facilitated. The
instruction sheet provided in each kit should be followed explicitly for proper evidence
collection. Inadequate collection and/or preservation of evidence may hinder suspect
identification. Immediate air drying (no heat) of samples is critical for the optimum preservation
of the evidence. All labeling or identifying information must be accurately completed. The label
should include: the name of the patient, date and time of collection, sample source (or contents of

clean paper bag when clothes are collected), and person collecting the sample.

Georgia law requires consent to any and all medical procedures (O.C.G.A. § 31-9-2).
Under O.C.G.A. § 31-9-7, the legal age of consent for medical treatment is 18. However, there
are exceptions. For tests and treatment connected with pregnancy, a female can consent

regardless of her age or marital status.

Under O.C.G.A. § 31-17-7, any minor can consent without either parent's permission to
those medical services, which deal with the treatment of a sexually transmitted disease.

Emergency cases can be rendered under implied consent.

After completion of a forensic exam, the SANE or medical provider conducting the

medical forensic examination will complete all required documents and payment forms as
provided by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) of Georgia. The required forms
and documents will be submitted by the SANE or medical provider to the Haven Rape Crisis

Center directly for reimbursement for exam costs only.
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Sexual Assault Kit tracking will be provided to all victims for updates on the location and
status of sexual assault kits throughout the criminal justice process, including the initial
collection in sexual assault medical forensic examination perfonned at medical facilities, receipt
and storage at law enforcement agencies, receipt and analysis at forensic laboratories, and any

destruction after completion of analysis.

Tracking will allow facilities performing sexual assault medical forensic examinations,
law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, the Division of Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau
of Investigation, and other entities having custody of sexual assault kits to update and track the
status and location of sexual assault kits. Victims of sexual assault will be able to anonymously
track or receive updates regarding the status of their sexual assault kits using electronic

technology or technologies allowing continuous access (0.C.G.A. § 17-5-74).

e Prosecution Response

A crime is an illegal act or omission for which someone can be punished by the
government. A felony crime is a prohibited act, which carries possible punishment of one year or
more in the State Penitentiary. Under Georgia law, all felonies are in the jurisdiction of Superior
Court and are prosecuted by the District Attorney's Office for the Circuit in which the crime was
committed. The District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit prosecutes felony

cases in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

Most crime victims regard a criminal case as their case and expect the prosecutor to
pursue the case according to their wishes. Victims of sexual assault, which can include some of
the most violent and traumatic cases handled by prosecutors, are no exception to this general
rule. This sometimes results in conflict between the victim and prosecutor as to the appropriate
resolution of the criminal case. While the victim is primarily concerned only with their
individual case and feelings regarding the case, the prosecutor has taken an oath to uphold the
Constitution and laws of the United States and the State of Georgia. The prosecutor represents
the interests of the people of the State of Georgia (i.c., society as a whole) not merely the

interests of the individual victim.
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It is the ultimate legal responsibility of the prosecutor to determine the disposition of any
case, including sexual assault crimes. It is the policy of the District Attorney's Office of the
Alapaha Judicial Circuit to make such a determination after careful consideration of the feelings
and position of the victim, victim's family members and the law enforcement investigator who
has had primary responsibility for the investigation. While the majority of cases prosecuted by
the District's Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit are resolved with the agreement
of the victim, such cannot always be the case. In any event, it is the policy of the District
Attorney's Office to explain the reasons for disposition of cases to victims. This is especially
important when the disposition is contrary to the victim's wishes. If, after hearing the reasons, a
victim is not in agreement with the disposition of the criminal case, he or she always has the
option of filing a civil suit against the perpetrator in which the victim will be a named party and

can direct his or her private attorney as to how to proceed in that action.

e Victim Services - Office of District Attorney

In 1995, the Georgia Legislature adopted the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights (Codified at
O0.C.G.A. § 17-17-1). These rights include but are not limited to:

e The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any scheduled court proceedings or
any changes to such proceedings;

e The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of the arrest, release, or escape of the
accused;

e The right not to be excluded from any scheduled court proceedings, except as provided in
this chapter or as otherwise required by law;

e The right to be heard at any scheduled court proceedings involving the release, plea, or
sentencing of the accused;

e The right to file a written objection in any parole proceedings involving the accused;

o The right to confer with the prosecuting attorney in any criminal prosecution related to the
victim;

e The right to restitution as provided by law;

e The right to proceedings free from unreasonable delay; and
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e The right to be treated fairly and with dignity by all criminal justice agencies involved in the
case.

The first requirement for a victim to exercise his or her rights is to be made aware of
those rights. The District Attorney's Office of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit provides local law
enforcement agencies an outline of those rights for distribution to crime victims. This outline is
given to the victim by the responding officer and includes the phone number of the District

Attorney’s Office Victim Assistance Program for further information.

If a member of the District Attorney's Office is not called to the scene, an attempt to
contact the victim of a sexual assault will be made within 24 to 48 hours or at a reasonable time
once sufficient information becomes available. Incident reports from investigating law

enforcement agencies are examined daily to insure victim notification.

Upon initial contact, one of the District Attorney's Victim Advocates will attempt to
coordinate an immediate face-to-face interview and will advise the victim of his or her rights
under O.C.G.A. § 17-17-1, et. seq. If the responding officer did not provide the victim rights
outline to the victim, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will provide that outline, as well as

a copy of a brochure explaining the criminal justice process in basic terms.

The District Attorney's Victim Advocate will also explain the availability of victim
compensation and will offer assistance with completing the application, as well as contacting the
Governor's Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Division of Victim Compensation if needed.
The District Attorney's Office appeals adverse decisions of Victim Compensation if the office
believes that the denial was made in error. At the initial meeting, as well as subsequent meetings,
the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will make reference to support services appropriate to

the needs of the victim.

Whenever possible, the District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of any proceeding in
which the release of the accused will be considered and offers the victim the opportunity to
express his or her opinion on the release of the accused pending judicial disposition. If any

accused is released on a pre-trial bond, a bond after conviction, or given a probated sentence, the
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District Attorney's Office requests of the Court to make "no contact with the victim, directly or
indirectly," a condition of the release. The District Attorney's Office further notifies the victim of
his or her right to notify the office if the accused violates the condition of release or if anyone
else subjects them to threats or intimidation. Upon a victim's written complaint of such and/or
other evidence produced, the District Attorney's Office can take action to petition the Court to

revoke bond or probation and/or bring criminal charges against such individual.

During any hearing or trial, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate makes all reasonable
attempts, consistent with Court facilities, to ensure that the victim waits in an area separate from

the accused, his friends, and family.

Prior to disposition of the accuser's case, the prosecutor offers the victim the opportunity
to express the victim's opinion on the disposition of the case, including plea or sentence
negotiations and participation in pre-trial or post-trial diversion programs. The oppoltunity is
given for both oral opinion and also in the form of a written Victim Impact Statement from the

victim.

The District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of all hearing/court dates/post
adjudication proceedings, which can affect the custodial status or disposition of the case. This is
accomplished by both telephone contact and with written notice when possible. Victims are also
notified of appellate/parole decisions and where possible, the prosecutor assists the victim in
communicating with both the Department of Corrections (prison system) and Parole Board. The
prosecutor's office also assists the victim with enrolling in the 24 hour automated notification

system operated by the Department of Corrections to notify the victim of any escapes from

custody by the perpetrator.
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o General Procedures

After a suspect is arrested, the Magistrate Judge forwards a copy of the warrant to the
District Attorney. Cases are assigned to a specific prosecutor when the warrant is received. The
District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit primarily utilizes a hybrid-vertical
prosecution case-assignment system. Therefore, the prosecutor initially assigned the case will
follow it through until its conclusion in the office. The ultimate assignment of prosecutors to a
case is the responsibility of the elected District Attorney who has that legal obligation as part of

his official duties.

In every case which appears to be able to be resolved only by trial, as opposed to some
other disposition, the prosecutor and advocates make all reasonable efforts to visit the courtroom
with the victim when there is no court action taking place in order to acclimate the victim to the
courtroom and explain trial procedures in an attempt to raise the comfort level for the victim

under admittedly unpleasant circumstances.

Each sexual assault victim is provided the name and phone number of the prosecutor and
victim advocates assigned to his or her case, and the staff of the District Attorney's Office is
always available to advise and consult with victims, from the date of the incident, until literally

decades later when parole issues arise.

e Financial Res s

There are a number of costs associated with a sexual assault, in particular the costs of
collecting evidence; hospital or health provider fees including fees for the physical examination;
lab expenses including the collection of specimens, tests for pregnancy and tests to detect the
presence of HIV antibodies; medications to prevent sexually transmitted diseases; follow-up; and
treatment for any injuries. In addition there may be costs to the victim of lost wages, and for a

family, funeral expenses.
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When evidence relating to an allegation of rape is collected in the course of a medical
examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime Victims
Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be responsible for the cost of
the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the limited purpose of

collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-1)

When evidence relating to an allegation of aggravated sodomy is collected in the course

of a medical examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime

Victims Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be financially
responsible for the cost of the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the

limited purpose of collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-2)

(2.) Vietims' Compensation Fund

For other medical costs associated with the assault such as the pregnancy test, test for
HIV, emergency contraception, and treatment for any injuries, reimbursement can be claimed
through the Victims' Compensation Fund, and if an application is made and approved payment
will made directly to the hospital or other medical provider, including a Sexual Assault Nurse
Examiner. However if a victim is insured or on Medicaid, then those sources should be sought

before the Victims' Compensation Fund is used.

Page 24 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

We, as members of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol
Committee, hereby sign our support and commitment to the policies and procedures as
documented and set forth herein this Protocol, to the training and implementation of such, and to
the ongoing process of facilitating through the Sexual Assault Response Team, a multi-

disciplinary, coordinated response to the crime of sexual assault and sexual assault victims.

Approved and adopted this l:‘ '/day of September, 2025,

At Large Members:

LT NV L (550

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill Michelle Girtman
Chairmen, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee Executive Director
Alapaha Judicial Circuit The Haven Rape Crisis Center

NS V?X // /jvd(}@w(
Dr. Stewart Warren, MD Hedther-&rizz

Magnolia Urgent Care The Haven Rape Crlsls Center
Local Citizen Member Sexual Assault Health Care Professional

ICM/![[) v ‘;_){‘—T‘-,(_ I\CJU\V’IC,
Sexval Assaudt Mean u{]ef
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ATKINSON COUNTY

C O \_WK I (\ UAn. g @f(é /;Z wmc/mm% #_Zz

Honorable Carol G. Durrance, Judge David Moore, Sheriff
Magistrate Court of Atkinson County Atkinson County Sheriff’s Office
__#’,,—r-:"
Derrick Touchton, Police Chief Amber DeCosta, RN, County Nurse Manager
Pearson Poligg Department Georgia Department of Public Health

Francisco ez. Police Chief
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BERRIEN COUNTM

Honorable Doug Géé?ﬁ?ﬁ.‘ﬂudgk
Berrien County Magistrate Court

Dénnis|Hagood, Police Chief
Alapaha Police Department

Yy

Ronald Knowles, Police Chief
Nashville Police Department

[ /67%}1/&2»3

Lol

Ray Yaulk, Sheriff
Berrien County Sheriff’s Office

Chaick- T, fo/=

Anthony Perkins, Police Chief
Enigma Police Department

LU

Dawn Bowen, BSN, RN, County Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health

R@bert Owens, Police Chief
Ray City Police Department
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CLINCH COUNTY
: r . | 5 /
Al Ay )]{k(f}\-f' ,{;451 o
Honor le KimSmith, Judge Tk Mul 14 Raymond Peterson, Sheriff
Clmcil “ounty Magistrate Court Clinch County Sheriff’s Office
Keith Jackson, Police Chief Jemnifer McPonald, RN, County Nurse Manager
Homerville Police Department Georgia Department of Public Health

Page 28 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

/7 COOK COUNTY h S

oy oy

~ P # .-" ,"’ P
P L) (e (A ¢ Zr S %
Tonorabfe Stephen M. Chammoun, Chief Judge Doug Hanks, Sheriff
Cook County Magistrate Court Cook County Sheriff’s Office

™
&
‘/é/ W \_JZL’L etrrn CC ey 4{./6‘-)

Audie Rowe, Police Chief Rebecca Allgood, RN, County Nurse Manager
Adel Police Department Georgia Department of Public Health

Tavoris Belchr, Police Chief Joel Exrtch, Police Chief
Sparks Police Department ox Police Department
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LANIER COUNTY
(g e
L%ﬂﬂg AR Y. 5
{onorable Victoria Jewdll, Chief Judge Nick Norton, Sheriff
Lanier County Magistrate Court Lanier County Sheriff’s Office
“ﬂ@éﬁ—"?— _J A Y A A AN
Michael Slusher, Police Chie Lauren Lee, RN, Cf)unty Nurse Manager
Lakeland Police Department Georgia Department of Public Health
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Addendum 1:

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
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MIEMORANDUM OF UNDERS TANDING

e s erment, dated Decemher 4, 2620 s enternsd o hebween Heg Chncki 0oty 07

ape aUane ke Batierod Yeenie s Sheltor, e dba The Hasain’s Goual A et

Conter, andiswrtten tofacditat an agreement Lelwoon Lie partivs for sepdces el
gotls and iplementation of the Standards ¢ Nursing Practice asset foren by theamiepation

Ascaiation 0 Lo ensic Nurscs AL N s canduciing Torenste examinativ:s.
UNDERSTANDING AGRFEMENTS, SUPPORT AND RESOURCE RFOUIREMENTS:
A. Clinch County Memorial Hospital agrees to:

Make involvement of certitied rape crisis advocates a cormponent of the standard
response to a repork of sexual abuse by calling the 24hour crisis fine at 229-244-

1765

2. Any time that a1 incident or ailegation of sexual abuse is discovered or reported
within 120 hours of the incident, Clinch County Memorial Hospital will notify the
<oxual abuse to The Haven's Gexual Assault Response Center for a forensic

medical exam, and to meet with an advocate

If the incident occurred more than 120 hours prior to the report, Clinch County
Memorial Hospital will ensure that the victim receives a medical evaluation from a
MU and any needed treatment, and cortact information for The Have:'s Sexual
Assault Resporse Cenlel the next business day for advocacy services

Clinch County Mematial Hospital will alse provide Tha Haven's Sexual Assault
Response Center contactinformation to the patient.

Respect the confidential nature of comimunication between Fhe Haven's Sex sal
Assault Response Conter advocates aid patients at Clinch County Mermotial

Hospital.

6. Ensure that The [Haven’s Sexual Assault Response Centey advocates are dleared o
enter the Clinch County Mervoral Hospital {or meetings, training sessions 01 to
meet with patients. Clinch County Memorial Hospital will provide for other logistic ol
needs, such as private meeting space if needed

7. Facilitate the placenent of information witt: nstructicns on now to aceesy 1he
Faven's Sexual Assault Response Contar hetline inareas visthle to all paticrts an:i

sineloyoes,

g, Alow pavients the apility ro Lconnicate sy Guestions or tonferny (o The Haven's
Sexual Assault Rusponse Conte statt




B. The Haven Sexual Assault Response Centeragrees to:

3. Respond toreguests from Cling h Covnty Memonal Hospital To i avide advoiisy

and lorensic oxams to patients.

Respond to calls frum Clinch County Memorial Hospital reccived on The Haven™

2
Sexual Assault Response Certerhotline
3. Provide foliow up services and crisis intervention contacts to viclims of sexual
assault at Chinch County Memorial Hospital, as resources allow.
! 4. Work with designated Clinch County Memorial Hospital officials to ohtain security
] clearance and follow all facility guidelines for safety and security, as necessary.
J 5. Maintain confidentiality as outlined by The Battered Women’s Shelter, Inc. dha The

Haven's agency standards.

6. Obtain the patient’s consent and 3 celeese of information prior to contacting Clinch
County Memarial Hospital or other third parties about any fears or concerns the
patient has related to hisfher safety or well-being. I

Provide sexual assault focused training for staff, as needed.

8. Communicate any questions or concerns about the MOU to Clinch County

Memorial Hospital.

N
(/éwﬁo& J VYRR L |2 - 7 ¢
e st o .~ AN
Angela Ammons, CEO Date
Clinch County Memorial Hospital
IS . g L
/ ) L/C-AJAJ-—(/@ ( S /'{-') - /) . 2(\’
Michelle Girtman, Director Date
The Battered Women’s Shelter, Inc.
Dba The Haven's Sexual Assault Response Center .
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Addendum 2:

Business Associate Agreement
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L T

applicable, and all reforences Lo N herein shall be constiied o melde PP ASSOCTATLE
we e I in & maeney il wonld

apices not Lo use or disciese {or pemul the nse o dise
viglate the requivements ol the Privacy Slandards ov Seeurity Standards i the PHI were wsed or
disclosed by Authority in the same mannce. ASSOCIATE shall use appropriute sulepuards Lo
prevent the use o: disclosure of PITI other than as uxptessly permitied nader this Agresment.

1.2 ASSOCIATE shall implement appropriate administrative, physical and technionl
safeguards and in all other respeets comply with Subpart C of 45 CPR Part 164 in ovder to
protect the confidentialily, integeity and avuilubility of the PEI and LEPHI that il creales, receives,
maintains ot transmits on behal( of Authorily. ASSOCIATE covenants that such snfeguards shall
include, without limitation, implementing writlen policies and procedures in compliance with
HIPAA and ARRA, conducting a security risk assessment, and training ASSOCIATE employces
who will have access to PHI with respeet to the policies and procedurcs required by HIPAA and

ARRA.

13 In the event of & Security Incident, jncluding a Breach (as hereinafter defined) or
any other use or disclosurc which is nol permitted under this Agreerment of any PRI or EPHI that
ASSOCIATE accesses, maintains, relains, modifics, records, stores, destroys, or otherwise holds
or uses on behalf of Authority in connection with the Business Arcangsment, ASSOCIATE slhall
report such Seeurity Incident or other ncident to the Authority within ten (10) days ol discovery
by the ASSOCIATE. "Breach" shall mean the unauthorized acquisition, access, use, OF

disclosure of PHI which compromises the securily or privacy of such information.

14 In the event of a Breach of Unsecured PILL, ASSOCIATIL shall provide Authorily
with Notice thereof. Notice of a Breach shail be in writing and Includu: (7 the identtication ol
cach individuzl whose PHI has been, or is reasomabiy believed ta have been, aceessed, acguired,
or disclosed during the Breach; (ii) @ wiel deseription of the circumstances surrounding the
Breach; (iii) the daic of the Breach; (iv) the date of discavery of the Dreach; (v) the scape of the
Breach; (vi) ASSOCIATE's responsc to the lireach and the ideutification of the parly
responsible for vausing the Breach, if known; (vii) a description of the types of wnsceured PHI
involved in the Breach (ug. numes, social scourity nwmbers, dates ol bilih, addrosses, account
numbers, diagnostic and disability todes, ete.); (viii) amy steps which should be taken by affected
individuals to protect themsclves from poleatial harm vesulting from the Breeach; (ix) o brick
description of whal ASSOCIATE is doing to iuvestigate the Breach, lo mitigate harm to
individuals, ad to protect against any fucther reaches; and (x) the name and contuct
nformation of a liaison whom the Authotity may canluct with inquiries eoncering the Breach.
15 ASSOCIATT shall supplement any Notice ol Breach provided  the Authatily as

Aormation which was not loown al the time of (e oviginal Notice af Dreach becoines

available.

1.6 I the cvent of a lreach, ASSOCIATE shall, - consultation witly Authotity,
of such Treach thal s laown 1o

mitivate, to the extent practicable, any barmlal uifeet
ASSOCINTIE

2. Use of PIIL  ASSOCIA'TE shall use PIHL (i) svlely Tor Authority's benefit wd oty fo
forming scrvices for Authority s such services are defined iu Dasiness

(i) av necesswry for the propel managenent  and - achninpstation ol
provided that sneh vses ae parniited

e purpese of per
Arpmgements;  and
ASSOCIATE or 1o carry ol its legal responsibilities,
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lentiied Qeatth nfmmation by ASSOCIATE are ool permitted tnless capressly il Lo

wrining b Anthority

3. Disclasure of PHL  Subject fe any limitations iv fhis Ageeme!. ASSOCIATE iy
dgiselose PI to any hird parly pecsons of enlilies 1S necossary 1o petform its obligations urr
the Business Arvangemen: with Authority and as permitted or required by applicable federal o
state law. TFurther, ASSOCIATE may disclese PHI for the proper management anc
administration of ASSOCIATE, provided that: (i) such disclosures axe required by law; or (i)
ASSOCIATE: (2) oblains reasonable assurances from any third paity to whom the information is
disclosed that it will be held confidential and further used and disclosed only as required by law
o for the purpose for which it was discivsed 1o the thivd party; (b) requires the third party (o
ediately notify ASSOCIATE of any instances of which it is aware that PFT! is being
‘hat is not ctherwise provided for in this Agreemenlor for
purpose not expressly petmitied by the Privacy Standacds; and (c) ensures that all disclosures of
PH1 by ASSOCIATE and the third party comply with the principle of "minimum neeessary use
and disclosure,” i.e., anly the minimum PHI that is necessary Lo accomplish the intended purpose
may be disclosed. 1f ASSOCIATE discluses PHI received from Authorily, or created o) received
by ASSOCIATE on behall of Auwhority, to agents, including a pennitted subconizazier
{cuilecrively, 'Recipiems™), ASSOCIATE shall require Recipients to agies i writing o the
exine fesiriciors and conditions that apply t¢ ASSOCIATE under this Agreement. Ta the extent
permitted by law, ASSOCIATE shall be fully lizble to Azzhority for any acts, (ailures ov
oinissions of Recipients in furnishing the services as if they were ASSOCLATE's vwn acts,
failures or omissions. ASSOCIATE shall veport to Authority any use or disclosure of PHI 1ot
pesiled by ‘his Agrecinent, of which it becomes ewate, such report to be made withun five (5)
days of ASSOCIATE becvrning aware of such use or disclosure. ASSOCIATL agrees to
raitigate, to the extent practcal and unless otherwise requested by Author:ty in writing, sny
harmul effect that is lknown to ASSOCIATE and is the result of a use vr disclosure of PHI by
ASSOCIATL or Recipients in violation of this Agreement,

ArTEE 10 M

nsed oy disciosed for a pupese

a

1T ASSOCTATE maintams o

4. i 1 i
Designated Record Sct on behalf of Authority, ASSOCIATE shall: (1) provide access to, and
permit inspection and copying of PHI by Authority or. as direeted by Authority, an individual
who is the subject of the PHI under conditions and limitations required under 45 CPR §164.524,
as it may be amended from time Lo time; and (i) amend PHI mamtained by ASSOCIALL s
requested by Authority. ASSOCIATI: shall respond to any request from Authority for access by
an individual within five (3) days of ensh reguest and shall make any amendment reguested by
Authority within ten (10) days of such request. Tre infonmation shall be provided it the forus or
fonrat reguested, if it is readily produeible in such form or format, or In sommacy, i
individua! has agreed o advance o aceepl the nformation in summary fian. A reasonable, cost-
based fee for cepying PITT way be chaiged. Authorily shall determine whather a devial 1
or an cxception applies. ASSOCIATT shall notify Authorily within fve (5) days ol

appropriale ¢
receipt of any requesl Loy access or amendinent by wn incividual. Authority shell dewering

A
whsther 10 grant or deny any aceess or awendment requested by flie individual. ASSOCIATE

hall have a process in place fov requests fo amend:nents and for appending such requests to the

Designated Record Set, as requested by Aubority.




...... VLATE shall make available 1 Authorily in respotise
(0 o request {rom an individual, information required for an accounting aof disclosmes of P11
with rospee 1 (e individuzd, i accordanee with 43 CIR §164.528, os it may be sunended Tram
(e (o tme. jncutporating sxceplions to such aceounting designated nnder the regulation. Such
accanniing is limited fo disclosnres that were made in the six (6) years prior to the request and
shall not inelude any disclosures that were wade prior to the compliance <date ol the vivacy
Standards. ASSOCIATE shel: provide such informalion hecessary (o provide an accounting
within thirly (30) days of Author:ty's request. Such accounting rust be provided without cost Lo
the individual o o Authosity if i is the [rst accounting requested by an individual within any
aweive (12) month period; however, a reasonable, cost-bused fee may be charged for subsequent
accountings if ASSOCIATE infurms Authority and Authority informs the individual in advance
of the foe, and the individual is afforded an opportunity to withdraw or modify the request. Such
accounting obligations shall survive termination of this Agreement and shall continue as long as

ASSOCIATE maintaing PIIL

3 Accounting of Diselosures, ASS

G. Withdrawal of Authovization, I the use or disclosuie of PHI in (his Agreciment is
based upon an individual's specific authorization for the use of his or her PHIL and: () the
individual revokes such authorization in writing, (ii) the effective dale of such authorization has
expired, or (i) the consent or authorization is defective in any mauner that renders it invalid,
ASSOCIATYE agrees, if it has nolice of such revocation or iavalidily, 1o ceasc the ust and
disclosuce of any such individual's PIIL except to the cxtent it has relied on
disclosure, or where an exceptior. under the Privacy Standards cxpiessly applies

such use o

7. Records ASSOCIATE shall make available 1o the Secretary of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (the "Secretary") or its agents, its interna’ peactices,
books, and records relating to the use and diselosure of PHI received from, created, oc received
by ASSQCIATE un behalf of Authority for the purpose of determining Authority's campliance
with the Privacy Standards or any othar Lealth oversight agency, in o tine and manncy
designated by the Secretary. Lxeept to e extent prohibited by law, ASSOCIATE agrees
notify Authority immadiately upon recaipt by ASSOCIATE of sny and 2ll requests by or on
bohalf of 2ny and all governmert aathoritics st ved upot ASSOCIATE for PHL

8, Confidentiality.

8.1 ASSOCIATE shall take any sieps reasonably required wr (i) protect PUL frowm
unsuthorized uses or disclosures, and (if) tnaivtain the conlidentiality and integrity of PIHL
8.2 The DPurtics shall comply with all federal and state Jaws governing  the
confidentiality and privacy of health information Lhat arc applicable to them, tesaectively,
imcluding, without lmitatior;, NPAA and (he regulations promulgated  thercunder, :md ARIRA
and the regulations promulgaled theretnder

9. Term and Termination.
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i Udennification, ASSOCIATE shall indenmify, detend, e b Avilasing, it ol i
Jiectors, employees, agents, successors ad ssigns harmless, frone s gt iy @nd sl
fosses, clatms, actions, demands, labilifics, damuges, costs, and expenses (s uding ek, !
indmments, settlements, courl costs and reasoneble allopneys' fees, arising fom o pelated o) (1
the usa oy disclosure of PHT in viglation af (he letms of s Agreement ol applicahle Tiw (1
ainy Oreach of Unscoured PHT caused by ihe uuts or omissions of ASSOCIATT, and (1) tae
faiture of ASSOCIATE or any of ils coployees, subcontractors, of agenis to abide by, and
comply with the Privacy Rules and the Security Rules Authorily shall have the right, at ils
expense, to participate in the defense of any claim ar action for which ASSOUIATE must
indemuify Authority,

12 No Warrauly. PHI IS PROVIDED TO ASSOCIALL SOLELY ON AN "ABL JS”
BASIS. AUTITORITY DISCLAIMS ALL OTHER WARRANTTES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED,
INCLUDING, BUT NOT  LIMITED  TC, IMPLIED WARRANTIES  OF
MERCUANTABILITY, AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.

13 Incligible Persons, ASSOCIATE icprosents anc  warrants 1o Authoriiy Lhat
ASSOCIATE: (i) is not cunently excluded, debaned, or otherwise ineligible w participaic in any
federil health care program as defined in 42 US.C Seetion 12202-76(0) ("the Federal Tealtheace
Pregramns'’); (i) has not been convicled of 2 crimival offense related 1o the provision of health
care items or services and not yet been excluded, debarred, or otherwise declared incligibie ©
varticipate in the Federal Healthcars Programs, and (iil) is not under invesli gation or atharwise
awaic of any circumstances which may result in ASSOCIATL being excluded from participation
in the Lederal Healtheare Programs.  This shall be an ongoing ropresentatien and wvarraniy
during the term of this Agreement, and ASSOCIATE shall immediataly notify Authority of any
chanpe in the stalus of the representations and warratity set forth 10 L Section. Any breach of

this Section shall give Autherity the right to terninate (hus Agreement tunediately for cause,

144, Miscellancous.

14.1  Notices.  All notices, rcauests, Jemands and other conymunications vequired or
peimided w be given or made under this Agreement shall be m waiting, sball be clfective upen
reccipl or attempted delivery, and shall be sent by: (i) persoval delivery; (it) certified ar
registered United States mail, relern reeeipt requested; or (i) overnight delivery service with
proof of delivery. Notices shull b sent (0 the addiesses below., Meilher Party shall celuse
delivery of any notice horeunder.

ifio Autliority: M Robert G Voster Chicf
Intormation Oflicer Souih
Geargia Medical Conter 1 0.
Pox 112
Valdnsta, GA 16001727
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149 Natwe of Apreament.  Nothing in ihis Agreement shall be cons(red to ereale
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their affiliates, or (il) a relationship of employer and employes between the Vartics. This
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

COOK COUKTY, GEorG)
CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE FILED 1 frfjcp -

202 0CT 14 PKI2: 51,
To: Director Jay Neal, Criminal Justic Coordinating Gopncil
The Honorable Clayton A. Tomlinson. Chief JudMM&rhé Jadicial Cireuit

CLERY OF ey
-LLnn OF SUPERIOR
& Fl'a‘\f_i""f.rdr' |"‘|'-]”£Ej‘_:'

From: Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Re: SART Committee Certificate of Compliance
Date: September 30, 2025

The undersigned as Chairman of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol
Committee hereby certifies that it has met at least once during the 2025 calendar year for the
purpose of both drafting and adopting the Protocol, as well as, evaluating the effectiveness of the
Protocol and appropriately modifying and updating the same, per the mandate under O.C.G.A. §
15-24-2(f).

This Certificate of Compliance is being submitted to the Criminal Justice Coordinating
Council (CJCC) before December 31, 2025, and is in Compliance with O.C.G.A. § 15-24-2(g).

Respectfully submitted this 30" day of September, 2025.

District A‘-[tomey Chase L. Studstill
Chairman, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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2025-2026 ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT =
SEXUAL ASSAULT PROTOCOL : § L
: S =

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LANIER COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA » 2E

ORDER o

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Georgia enacted O.C.G.A. 15-24-2 requiring
the establishment of a Sexual Assault Protocol; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned established a Sexual Assault Protocol committee pursuant

to O.C.G.A. 15-24-2; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has approved the attached Protocol as the protocol

for cases of sexual assault in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, this document is accepted by the

Court as the protocol to be used in responding to, investigating, and prosecuting cases arising

from an alleged sexual assault and shall be spread upon the minutes and filed with the Clerk of

the Superior Court of Lanier County.

t
S
)7 dayor Octbiy ,2025.

SO ORDERED, this the

Loyl d Toandirero

Honorable Clayton A. Tomlinson
Chief Judge, Lanier County Superior Court

Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Order prepared by:
Chase L. Studstill
District Attorney
Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE TEAM PROT(TC (0] FEES
= e
This Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol (beremaften:, r_;c‘:’
----- ey

“Protocol”) is adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 15-24-2 for the purpose of outlining the ..

procedures to be used in responding to, investigating and prosecuting cases of sexual assayit. The’

purpose of this Protocol shall be to ensure coordination between all agencies involved in sexual
assault cases as to increase the efficiency of all agencies handling such cases and to minimize the
stress created for the sexual assault victim by the legal and investigatory process. A failure by an
agency to follow the protocol shall not constitute an affirmative or other defense to prosecution
of a sexual assault, preclude the admissibility of evidence, nor shall a failure by an agency to

follow the protocol give rise to a civil cause of action.

e Purpose of Protoco

The protocol is intended to:

e Facilitate the provision of consistent, comprehensive, sensitive, and non- judgmental
treatment of victims of sexual assault as they progress through the medical, law enforcement,
advocacy, and legal system.

e Standardize the collection of evidence in order to aid in the medical treatment of victims and
prosecution of cases; and,

e Develop a coordinated effort among health providers, law enforcement personnel,
prosecutors, and victim advocates ensuring that victims receive efficient and comprehensive

medical care, evidentiary examination, emotional support, and referral information.

e Use of Protocol

This Protocol will be utilized by the following agencies: Adel Police Department, Alapaha Police
Department, Atkinson County Health Department, Atkinson County Sheriff’s Office, Berrien
County Health Department, Berrien County Sheriff’s Office, Berrien County 911 Center, Clinch
County Health Department, Clinch County Sheriff’s Office, Clinch Memorial Hospital, Cook
County Health Department, Cook County Sheriff’s Office, Cook County 911 Center, Enigma
Police Department, The Haven Rape Crisis Center, Homerville Police Department, Lakeland
Police Department, Lanier County Health Department, Lanier County Sheriff’s Office, Lenox
Police Department, Nashville Police Department, Office of the District Attorney for the Alapaha
Judicial Circuit, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners and their supervising physician(s), Pearson
Police Department, Ray City Police Department, South Georgia Medical Center, Sparks Police
Department, Tri-County 911 Center, Willacoochee Police Department.
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

e Monitoring the Protocol

Some members of the Sexual Assault Response Team shall meet quarterly at the Alapaha Circuit
District Attorney’s Office or other designated place to review current sexual assault
investigations relative to the implementation and utility of the sexual assault protocol. Any team
member involved in the investigation shall be invited to attend. The mission of the Sexual
Assault Response Team shall conduct full reviews of sexual abuse, exploitation, and/or neglect
allegations and to develop effective and efficient responses. All members of the Sexual Assault
Response Team agree that all information discussed and/or obtained in these case review
meetings will remain confidential except as authorized or as required for the purposes of a

criminal investigation and/or prosecution as otherwise required by law.

The sexual assault protocol committee shall meet annually to evaluate the effectiveness of the
protocol and to recommend measures to improve compliance. (0.C.G.A. § 15-24-2). Members of
the Committee wanting to recommend improvements are encouraged to do so in writing with
fellow members in order to effectively communicate annual compliance. Attendance may be

achieved electronically at the request of a member.

DEFINITION OF SEXUAL ASSAULT

Sexual assault is defined as sexual contact or intimacy initiated by one or more persons against
another without their consent. This includes instances where victims are unable to give consent
due to age or mental or physical incapacity. Sexual assault does not discriminate among race,
sex, sexual orientation, socio economic class or age. Persons may be sexually assaulted by

strangers, acquaintances, or members of their family.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 17-5-70(3), "Sexual assault" means rape, sodomy, aggravated sodomy,
statutory rape, child molestation, aggravated child molestation, sexual assault against a person in
custody, sexual assault against a person detained in a hospital or other institution, sexual assault
by a practitioner of psychotherapy against a patient, incest, bestiality, sexual battery, and

aggravated sexual battery.
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Alapaha ludicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

Ensuring that sexual assault victims will be treated with sensitivity and compassion requires that

victim services, law enforcement, medical, and prosecutorial personnel be aware of the special

needs of these victims.

Victims of violent crimes, not only must cope with the physical trauma perpetrated against them
but they must also deal with the emotional and psychological repercussions of the crime. The
emotional and psychological repercussions of a sexual assault can be devastating. The
humiliation and degradation victims may feel often are compounded by feelings of guilt. Often
society perpetuates the myth that sexual assault victims somehow are responsible for the crime
committed against them or that they must act in a certain manner following the assault. For this
reason, victims of sexual assault often are reluctant to report the crime, and therefore, must

receive immediate support from agency personnel if they choose to report.

While victims of sexual assault may feel guilty, frightened, ashamed, dirty, angry,
anxious, embarrassed, or any number of other emotions, it is important to remember that there is
no "typical" way for victims to feel, react, or look after a sexual assault. Some victims may

appear to be calm while others may look visibly upset or enraged.

Victim confidentiality should be strictly protected. Professional staff should make direct
inquiries of the victim regarding how to address the disclosure of confidential infonnation.
Assumptions should not be made concerning whether it is appropriate to disclose information to
family, friends, employers, and/or educational providers about the assault or the victim's sexual

preference.
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

o First Report
In most cases, the victim usually makes the first report of a sexual assault to a dispatch or

emergency communications center (911). Dispatch or communications center staffers are critical

in aiding the victim to regain control and composure after an assault.

If the victim is the caller, the dispatcher should:
e Obtain the victim's name and location immediately.
° Determine if the victim is currently safe and whether or not the victim needs immediate
medical attention.
e Dispatch the appropriate law enforcement units, and, if necessary, emergency medical help.
° Assure the victim that help is coming, and instruct the victim not to eat, drink, bathe,

urinate, or douche.

° Ask victim if they are still wearing the same clothing they were wearing during the
assault. If they are, tell the victim not to change and come as they are. If they are not wearing the
same clothing, instruct the victim to leave the clothing as is and in its present location.

e Advise the victim not to move or touch anything at the assault location and not to disturb

items used as weapons.

Once the victim decides he/she wants a sexual assault examination, and law enforcement
determines that The Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate and a SANE will be needed, law

enforcement will inform the dispatcher to notify the on-call Haven Staff.

"JANE DOE" REPORTING

A sexual assault victim shall have the right to have a medical forensic examination
regardless of whether the victim participates in the criminal justice system or cooperates with
law enforcement in pursuing prosecution of the underlying crime (O.C.G.A. § 17-5-72). Pursuant
to 0.C.G.A. § 17-5-74, the tenn "unreported sexual assault kit" means a sexual assault kit
collected from a victim who has consented to the collection of the sexual assault kit but who has

not reported the alleged crime to law enforcement.
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If a sexual assault victim calls 911 or the Crisis Hotline requesting a medical forensic
examination for sexual assault, but does not wish to make a report to law enforcement, dispatch
is to contact the appropriate law enforcement agency. A Haven Rape Crisis Advocate and a
SANE will also be contacted. The victim will be directed to the Haven Rape Crisis Center fora
medical examination. Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection
Kit will be completed. The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the
SANE with the victim's information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law
Enforcement Officer. The Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information
sheet regarding the sexual assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet
shall include the victim's sex, date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the
victim's name. The GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law

enforcement to the GBI Crime Laboratory.

If the victim goes to the hospital requesting a medical forensic examination for sexual
assault, but doesn't want to make a report to law enforcement, the hospital shall contact the
appropriate law enforcement agency and a Haven Rape Crisis Advocate. The Advocate will then
contact the on-call SANE. If needed, the Advocate will transport the victim to the Haven Rape
Crisis Center for the examination after the victim has signed a confidentiality agreement.
Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be completed.
The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the SANE with the victim's
information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law Enforcement Officer. The
Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information sheet regarding the sexual
assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet shall include the victim's sex,
date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the victim's name. The GBI
Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law enforcement to the GBI Crime

Laboratory per current GBI policies and procedures.

If the victim does not cooperate with law enforcement in the investigation or prosecution
of a sexual assault, the investigating law enforcement agency shall maintain any physical
evidence collected as a result of such sexual assault that contains biological material, including,

but not limited to, stains, fluids, or hair samples that relate to the identity of the perpetrator of the
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sexual assault, for not less than 12 months from the date any such physical evidence is collected

(0.C.G.A. §1 7-5-72(b)).

A sexual assault victim shall not be required to pay, directly or indirectly, for the cost of a
forensic medical examination. The cost of a forensic medical examination shall be paid for by

the Georgia Crime Victims Emergency Fund (0.C.G.A. §17-5-72)

No prosecuting attorney, investigating law enforcement agency, or government official
shall ask or require any victim of a sexual assault to submit to a polygraph examination or any
other truth-telling device as a condition precedent to investigating a sexual assault. The refusal of
a victim to submit to a polygraph examination or any other truth-telling device shall not prevent
an investigation or prosecution of any sexual assault (0.C.G.A. § 17-5-73). At the time of
medical forensic examination, no alleged victim shall be required to assign or waive any rights
afforded to him or her in the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights or that might prevent the alleged
victim from seeking relief from the Crime Victims Compensation Board (O.C.G.A. § 35-1-2).

e Notification of On-call Sexual Assault Response Team

If the victim is at the medical facility:

Hospitals receiving patients reporting incidents of sexual assault shall immediately
contact law enforcement in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 31-7-9 mandating all non-accidental
injuries be reported. Patients will retain the right to initiate, participate in, and/or cooperate with
any law enforcement investigation of such assault.

e The nursing staff should contact the appropriate 911 Dispatch and The Haven Rape Crisis
Center at 229-244-1765.

e The E.R. physician or physician extender will provide a medical screening examination.

e Ifno treatment is indicated in the Emergency Department and a SANE is on-call then the
patient will be escorted to The Haven Rape Crisis Center by the responding law enforcement
agency for a medical forensic examination and evidence collection if within the 120 hour time

frame.
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e If the patient has obvious injuries or requires medical treatment in the Emergency
Department, the responding law enforcement agency will contact the on-call Haven Rape Crisis
Advocate who will contact the on-call SANE. The medical forensic examination will be
performed at the hospital.

e Ifthere is no SANE on-call, then the emergency department will proceed with the medical
forensic examination and evidence collection.

e Ifthe victim is not able to give consent for the medical forensic examination or cannot make
a report to law enforcement based on their cognitive, developmental, or physical disability, it is
essential to find out if the victim has a legal guardian and, if so, who the legal guardian is for the
victim that can provide consent for medical procedures. The medical forensic examination can be

conducted in emergency situations.

If the victim is at the scene:
¢ The incident is reported through the appropriate 911 Center and forwarded to a law
enforcement agency. Law enforcement will request 911 to contact The Haven Rape Crisis Center
via crisis line at 229-244-1765.
e Uniformed patrol is dispatched to the victim.
¢ Uniformed patrol advises his/her supervisor of facts and the determination is made whether
to contact the on-call Detective/Investigator and the on-call Haven Rape Crisis Advocate.
e The Appropriate 911 Center notifies the Detective/Investigatory and Haven Rape Crisis
Advocate. If there is a SANE on-call, the Advocate will contact the on-call SANE. Response
time for the Advocate is no more than 45 minutes following initial notification. Response time
for the on-call SANE is no more than 60 minutes following initial notification.
e Ifa SANE is on-call, the victim should be transported to The Haven Rape Crisis Center. If
the victim has visible physical injuries, then the victim should be transported to the nearest
available medical facility capable of providing basic life support.
e Ifa SANE is not on-call, then the victim should be transported to an emergency room to

proceed with the examination and collection of evidence.

Page 7 0f 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

In any case in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, or Lanier Counties (The Alapaha J udicial
Circuit) where any child under 12 years of age presents to law enforcement or DFCS with an
acute sexual assault case (defined as any type of penetration within 72-96 hours for any child

under 12) the following protocol shall be followed:

e The Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes County (hereinafter “CAC”) shall be contacted
via their crisis line at 229-300-4366.

e The CAC Representative will determine that the case meets the above criteria and will
contact the on call Pediatric SANE nurse, Forensic Interviewer with the Child Advocacy Center,
District Attorney Chase L. Studstill, or any other Assistant District Attorney. A victim advocate

from the District Attorney’s office may also be contacted.

e An interview of the child will be conducted at the Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes
County following the Forensic Interview Protocol by a Forensic Interviewer from the CAC. The
on-call forensic interviewer has 15 minutes to respond to the initial notification/call. Once the
forensic interviewer completes the screening process, the forensic interviewer has one hour to
arrive on-site at the CAC to conduct the forensic interview. Discretion will be used by the on-call

forensic interviewer whether a forensic interview will be conducted after 11:00PM.

e The on call Pediatric SANE nurse will be present for this interview along with other

members of the MDT team.

e After the forensic interview of the child, the child will be transported to the appropriate

facility and a sexual assault exam will be conducted by the on call Pediatric SANE.
e The CAC agrees to provide a copy of the interview notes to the on call Pediatric SANE nurse

and the on call Pediatric SANE nurse agrees to provide a copy of the medical history to the

CAC.
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For any case involving a child 12 years of age or older, Law Enforcement shall contact
the Haven Victim Advocate via crisis line at 229-244-1765 as usual per the SART Protocol.
Should Law Enforcement believe that a Forensic Interview is needed prior to the SANE exam,

they shall contact The Children's Advocacy on call line at 229-3 00-4366.

e Ifthe abuse occurred greater than 96 hours prior to the disclosure of said abuse, a non-
emergent exam can be conducted at the Lowndes CAC (3325 Skipper Bridge Road,
Valdosta, Georgia) by a medical provider. Most children with current marks, bruises, or other
visible palpable injuries may have a non-acute exam at the CAC. If a child/teen has burns or
broken bones due to possible physical abuse, they will need to be seen in the nearest Hospital
Emergency Department. If the child is younger than three years of age, they may require an
x-ray or MRI at the hospital. Law Enforcement and DFCS may call the CAC main phone

number at 229-245-5364 to schedule a non-emergent exam.

e Law Enforcement Agency Responses

e The Role of Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers play a crucial role in overcoming a victim's psychological
hurdles and obtaining a victim's cooperation in a sexual assault investigation. Since a victim's
ability to cope with the crime and its aftermath may prove critical to the ultimate success of

criminal prosecution, it is imperative that law enforcement agencies treat the victim of sexual

assault with the utmost compassion.

Law enforcement officers must remain sensitive to the individuality of each victim and
the massive impact a sexual assault may have upon the victim and the victim's family and
friends. Law enforcement officers should take into account not only the particular assault
suffered by each victim, but the victim's age, physical abilities and culture (e.g.,
cognitive/developmentally and physical disability considerations, deaf/hard of hearing

considerations, elderly considerations, lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender/queer/ questioning
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(LGBT+) considerations, male victim considerations, African American considerations,
immigrant and refugee considerations, Latino/Hispanic considerations, sex trafficking victims

considerations, and faith considerations).

e Th sponding Law Enforcement Officer
The first law enforcement officer to reach a sexual assault victim is usually a uniformed
officer. This officer, as with others who investigate the case, should quickly develop a positive

rapport with the victim while initiating the gathering of evidence.

(1.) Immediate Response

e The responding officer should first address the victim's physical and medical needs.
Emergency first aid should be offered, if necessary, while awaiting an emergency medical
response unit.

e The responding officer should be calm, sympathetic and understanding. To increase the
victim's emotional comfort and security prior to a transfer to a medical facility/ Rape Crisis
Center, the officer should explain to the victim the actions anticipated on the victim's behalf,
including a physical examination.

e The officer should also ask the victim to refrain from washing, showering, brushing teeth,
using a mouthwash, smoking, eating, chewing gum, breathe mints, hard candy, drinking,
douching, urinating, or defecating to prevent the loss of valuable physical evidence. The
evidentiary importance of preserving personal clothing and articles from the crime scene should
be explained. Even if a victim has bathed, douched, or changed clothing, the officer should
transport the victim to the appropriate medical facility for a medical forensic examination.

e The responding officer should also ask the victim basic questions about the sexual assault.
Not more than two officers should conduct questioning in the greatest privacy available, and
questioning should be limited in scope to crucial information immediately needed by law
enforcement.

e The crime scene will be processed per the investigating agency's operating policy.
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e If the responding officer proceeds to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center where the
victim 1is taken, the officer should:
a. Remain at the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center until the investigating law
enforcement officer(s) has arrived; and
b. Thoroughly brief the investigating law enforcement officer(s) on any information
about the victim, the assault, the assailant, and the crime scene, which the officer has
obtained. These briefings should take place in a private setting where other patients or

hospital personnel cannot overhear confidential information.

(2.) Delayed Reporting

Forensic evidence may remain for a general time period of up to 120 hours in the victim's

body or there may be evidence of tearing or other internal abrasions. For this reason, the victim
should be encouraged to seek medical care. A medical forensic examination includes the
collection of medical history to guide the medical provider, such as a SANE or other qualified
individual, in delivering medical care tailored to address the specific inquiries and medical needs
of the patient. The medical forensic examination provides treatment including but not limited to
Prophylaxis, Safety Plan Assessment, Fatality/Risk Assessment, Mental Health Assessment for
Rape Trauma Syndrome, STI testing, Strangulation Assessment, and Intimidate Partner Violence

(IPV) Assessment.

(3.) The Medical Examination and Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers should not be present during the medical examination of a
sexual assault victim, unless there is a specific evidentiary or investigative necessity that requires
their attendance. Any person, particularly a sexual assault victim, deserves a personal
examination free of unnecessary, non-medical strangers.

e The Investigator's Response

1. An Investigator will usually be summoned to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center
where the victim has been taken. The Investigator should respond immediately to the facility.
The Investigator should conduct a thorough interview with the victim and should document the
facts of the investigation and, if necessary, request The Haven Rape Crisis Center record the

interview with both audio and video equipment.
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During the initial contact, the Investigator should:

e Clearly identify himself/herself to the victim

o Verify the information obtained by the dispatcher and/or responding officer which may help
the police locate the suspect;

e Attempt to explain to the victim what is being done on the victim's behalf

e Inform the victim that another interview may be conducted at a later time.

¢ Interviews conducted by SANESs should be limited to medical history and sexual assault
history pertinent to guiding the exam only and for the purpose of any medical diagnosis and
treatment. It is imperative that every SANE remains focused on their role as a medical
professional, while also protecting the privacy and confidentiality of the patient in their care.

e The victim's interview at The Haven Rape Crisis Center may be video/audio recorded with
informed consent. It will ultimately be left up to the victim/patient whether they wish to have
their Medical forensic history recorded. Notice to the victim shall be accomplished by placing at
least one sign, printed in both English and Spanish, in the area where the interview shall be
conducted advising the victim that the interview may be video/audio recorded. Victims may be
asked to sign a written form consenting to the video/audio recording of the interview. If a victim
choses to not have his/her medical forensic history recorded then every effort should be made to
notify the assigned law enforcement Investigator in order to allow their presence for the medical
forensic history interview.

e The Investigator may consult with the victim advocate to explain the actions being taken by
the police and to seek their cooperation and assistance in future contacts with the victim.

e Transportation arrangements will be made to a safe location for the victim.

e The Investigator should verify that the chain of custody of the evidence obtained at the
medical facility/Rape Crisis Center is maintained correctly. The Investigator should ensure that
all evidence collected is inventoried and prepared for transfer to the crime laboratory if
appropriate. Investigators should confirm with the evidence custodian that the evidence is

transferred to the lab in a timely manner.
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e Victim Follow Up:

The primary law enforcement officer will keep in touch with the victim as needed and as
is applicable for the investigation process. The primary law enforcement officer should refer the

victim to a Victim Advocate as determined necessary by the investigator.

e The Case Report:

The primary investigation officer in a sexual assault case has the crucial responsibility of
compiling all the information learned through the investigation. The case report will be the main
source of information for the prosecutors handling the case. Therefore, it is imperative that every

effort is made to be as thorough, accurate and informative as possible in building the report.

. ape Crisis Center Response

Although several different agencies come in contact with sexual assault victims at various
stages after a sexual assault is reported, the Haven Rape Crisis Center is the coordinating agency
for sexual victims, providing consistent support, consistent treatment, and advocacy throughout
the process. The Haven Rape Crisis Center provides emotional support and crisis intervention to
sexual assault victims and their families.
e Initial response

The safety and well-being of the victim should be the first concern of the victim service
provider. The role of the victim service provider is to:
e With the consent of the victim, help identify and address the immediate concerns of the
victims, (e.g., are they in a safe place, are there family and friends whom the victim wishes to be
contacted, are medical care or transportation to the hospital needed, is clothing needed to wear
home from the hospital);
e Instruct the victim to not destroy evidence by eating, drinking, bathing, urinating, douching ,
or washing clothes;
e Provide emotional support and crisis intervention to victim and their families;
e Be present during medical forensic examination (at the request of the SANE and/or victim);
and

e Help arrange transportation to and from the hospital or medical facility;
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For their own safety, and to avoid interfering with the investigation, victim advocates
shall not go to the crime scene unless accompanied by law enforcement. Victim advocates are
not investigators or attorneys and do not investigate cases or give legal advice. The advocate at
no time will ask the victim questions related to the details of the assault. The role of the victim
advocate should be explained to the victim. The advocate should determine whether the victim
wishes to receive victim services.

Sexual offenders may be predatory and/or serial offenders. As such, any notification of a
sexual assault to the advocate should be reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency.
While the victim may decide not to pursue a criminal complaint of the incident, it may be

important to other ongoing investigations that law enforcement is made aware of the assault.

e Basic Services
Rape Crisis Advocates need to achieve an effective balance between advocating for
victims and working within the parameters of the criminal justice system. Basic services

provided by the Rape Crisis Center to victims, their families and friends may include:

e On-site examination room for use by Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners for medical
assessment, medical treatment, proper support assessments, and collection of evidence;

e A twenty-four hour crisis line;

. Accompanying a victim to a medical facility and providing support throughout the
medical examination;

e Provide clothing and hygiene items;

e Ifa survivor wishes the assistance, an advocate will accompany the survivor for any follow-
up medical visits;

e Throughout and after the medical visit, advocates help survivors deal with symptoms of
anxiety, fear, depression, loss of control, and decreased assertiveness;

e Advocates may accompany victim during initial police contact at medical facility;

e Video interviewing facilities for interviewing the victim;

e Victims will be referred to a counseling service. Valdosta State University students will be

made aware of counseling services offered by the university;
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e Victims will be offered the choice to participate in support groups provided free of charge by
the Haven Rape Crisis Center;

e Advocates provide victims with assistance in understanding reporting options, victims' rights,
filing for crime victims' compensation, support throughout the prosecution of the case and
accompaniment to court;

e Information and referral to community resources; and

e Staff or volunteers will interact with agencies and individuals on behalf of sexual assault

victims in order to achieve a particular goal or results.
The advocate needs the cooperation of many other agencies to provide information and

support. Networking and maintaining effective lines of communication with law enforcement,

medical, prosecutorial, criminal justice, and other social service organizations are essential.
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e Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Response

The role of the medical forensic personnel is to provide a timely, high-quality medical
forensic examination that can potentially validate and address sexual assault patients’ concerns,
minimize the trauma they may experience, and promote their healing. At the same time, it can
increase the likelihood that evidence collected will aid in criminal case investigation, resulting in
perpetrators being held accountable and further sexual violence prevented. The main role of the
medical forensic personnel shall always relate to treatment and assessment rather than forensic in
collecting and preserving evidence. Medical forensic examinations shall be performed by a
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner ("SANE"), physician, nurse practitioner or physician's assistant

("PA") trained in performing such exams.

Medical forensic examination responsibilities include:

e Obtaining informed consent from the patient for the medical forensic examination,
documentation and evidence collection

e Gathering the medical forensic history Conducting a medical physical examination
Coordinating treatment of injuries Documentation of biologic and physical findings Collection of
evidence from patient Documentation of findings

e Providing information, treatment, and referrals for STis, pregnancy Follow-up as

needed for additional treatment and/or collection of evidence Providing testimony at trial.

o The Medical nsic Examinatio

¢ Who May Request an Examination

With the consent of the patient, medical forensic examinations can be performed at the request of
(1) a Law Enforcement Agency, (2) the District Attorney’s Office, (3) the Medical Examiner or
County Coroner’s Office, (4) a Hospital, (5) Pursuant to a Court Order, or (6) at the
Patient’s/Victim’s Request Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §17-5-72.
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e Procedures for the Examination

In order to preserve the patient's dignity and confidentiality, all aspects of the medical
forensic examination, including consent, medical history, and details of the assault, will be
conducted in a private office or secluded space. A trained victim advocate will be available to
accompany the patient and offer emotional support during the examination. The advocate will at
no time ask the patient questions related to the details of the assault. After explaining to the
patient the details of the examination, additional consents are obtained, a secondary assessment
is performed, and the history of the patient and the assault are taken. Note that while it is
important to document the history of the patient and the assault as completely as possible, the
examiner should not inquire about or document irrelevant aspects of the patient's sexual history.
After completing the documentation for this phase, a serum or urine pregnancy test is ordered on
women with childbearing capabilities. The SANE shall perform a complete medical forensic
examination and upon completion, provide the patient with the proper precautionary medications
to help guard against certain sexually transmitted diseases and Plan B birth control medication.
These medications are prescribed by the physician supervising the SANE. The SANE shall
complete the Sexual Assault Response Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence
Collection Form and return it to the Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate within 5 business days.

Said form will then be made available to the Investigator and Prosecutor.

e Collection of Forensic Evidence

Any forensic evidence collected within 120 hours of a sexual assault should be
documented in the Georgia Bureau of Investigation/Division of Forensic Sciences Sexual
Assault Evidence Collection Kit (GBI/DOFS). The findings of the exam should be documented
completely, noting injuries on the relevant anatomical diagrams. After the examination and
evidence collection are completed, the examiner should check the labeling of all evidence and
package it as instructed in the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. The SANE shall
release the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit, a copy of the Sexual Assault Response
Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence Collection Form, and all evidence
collected to the appropriate law enforcement official. The official should sign for this material,

establishing a "chain of custody".
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Adequate and proper collection of specimen samples from the patient's body for forensic
analysis is essential following the medical care of the patient. Biologic evidence collection shall
be conducted in accordance with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) procedures using a
GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. This kit shall be utilized to collect samples from
the patient's body to perform semen testing through DNA analysis. A separate Drug Facilitated
Sexual Assault kit for biological specimens shall be utilized for collection of blood and urine
samples from the patient's body to determine if the sexual assault was drug facilitated. The
instruction sheet provided in each kit should be followed explicitly for proper evidence
collection. Inadequate collection and/or preservation of evidence may hinder suspect
identification. Immediate air drying (no heat) of samples is critical for the optimum preservation
of the evidence. All labeling or identifying information must be accurately completed. The label
should include: the name of the patient, date and time of collection, sample source (or contents of

clean paper bag when clothes are collected), and person collecting the sample.

Georgia law requires consent to any and all medical procedures (O.C.G.A. § 31-9-2).
Under O.C.G.A. § 31-9-7, the legal age of consent for medical treatment is 18. However, there
are exceptions. For tests and treatment connected with pregnancy, a female can consent

regardless of her age or marital status.

Under O.C.G.A. § 31-17-7, any minor can consent without either parent's permission to
those medical services, which deal with the treatment of a sexually transmitted disease.

Emergency cases can be rendered under implied consent.

After completion of a forensic exam, the SANE or medical provider conducting the

medical forensic examination will complete all required documents and payment forms as
provided by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) of Georgia. The required forms
and documents will be submitted by the SANE or medical provider to the Haven Rape Crisis

Center directly for reimbursement for exam costs only.
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Sexual Assault Kit tracking will be provided to all victims for updates on the location and
status of sexual assault kits throughout the criminal justice process, including the initial
collection in sexual assault medical forensic examination perfonned at medical facilities, receipt
and storage at law enforcement agencies, receipt and analysis at forensic laboratories, and any

destruction after completion of analysis.

Tracking will allow facilities performing sexual assault medical forensic examinations,
law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, the Division of Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau
of Investigation, and other entities having custody of sexual assault kits to update and track the
status and location of sexual assault kits. Victims of sexual assault will be able to anonymously
track or receive updates regarding the status of their sexual assault kits using electronic
technology or technologies allowing continuous access (0.C.G.A. § 17-5-74).

e Prosecution Re se

A crime is an illegal act or omission for which someone can be punished by the
government. A felony crime is a prohibited act, which carries possible punishment of one year or
more in the State Penitentiary. Under Georgia law, all felonies are in the jurisdiction of Superior
Court and are prosecuted by the District Attorney's Office for the Circuit in which the crime was
committed. The District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit prosecutes felony

cases in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

Most crime victims regard a criminal case as their case and expect the prosecutor to
pursue the case according to their wishes. Victims of sexual assault, which can include some of
the most violent and traumatic cases handled by prosecutors, are no exception to this general
rule. This sometimes results in conflict between the victim and prosecutor as to the appropriate
resolution of the criminal case. While the victim is primarily concerned only with their
individual case and feelings regarding the case, the prosecutor has taken an oath to uphold the
Constitution and laws of the United States and the State of Georgia. The prosecutor represents
the interests of the people of the State of Georgia (i.e., society as a whole) not merely the

interests of the individual victim.
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It is the ultimate legal responsibility of the prosecutor to determine the disposition of any
case, including sexual assault crimes. It is the policy of the District Attorney's Office of the
Alapaha Judicial Circuit to make such a determination after careful consideration of the feelings
and position of the victim, victim's family members and the law enforcement investigator who
has had primary responsibility for the investigation. While the majority of cases prosecuted by
the District's Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit are resolved with the agreement
of the victim, such cannot always be the case. In any event, it is the policy of the District
Attorney's Office to explain the reasons for disposition of cases to victims. This is especially
important when the disposition is contrary to the victim's wishes. If, after hearing the reasons, a
victim is not in agreement with the disposition of the criminal case, he or she always has the
option of filing a civil suit against the perpetrator in which the victim will be a named party and

can direct his or her private attorney as to how to proceed in that action.

e Victim Services - Office of District Attorney

In 1995, the Georgia Legislature adopted the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights (Codified at
O0.C.G.A. § 17-17-1). These rights include but are not limited to:

e The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any scheduled court proceedings or
any changes to such proceedings;

e The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of the arrest, release, or escape of the
accused;

e The right not to be excluded from any scheduled court proceedings, except as provided in
this chapter or as otherwise required by law;

e The right to be heard at any scheduled court proceedings involving the release, plea, or
sentencing of the accused;

e The right to file a written objection in any parole proceedings involving the accused;

¢ The right to confer with the prosecuting attorney in any criminal prosecution related to the
victim;

e The right to restitution as provided by law;

e The right to proceedings free from unreasonable delay; and
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e The right to be treated fairly and with dignity by all criminal justice agencies involved in the
case.

The first requirement for a victim to exercise his or her rights is to be made aware of
those rights. The District Attorney's Office of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit provides local law
enforcement agencies an outline of those rights for distribution to crime victims. This outline is
given to the victim by the responding officer and includes the phone number of the District

Attorney’s Office Victim Assistance Program for further information.

If a member of the District Attorney's Office is not called to the scene, an attempt to
contact the victim of a sexual assault will be made within 24 to 48 hours or at a reasonable time
once sufficient information becomes available. Incident reports from investigating law

enforcement agencies are examined daily to insure victim notification.

Upon initial contact, one of the District Attorney's Victim Advocates will attempt to
coordinate an immediate face-to-face interview and will advise the victim of his or her rights
under O.C.G.A. § 17-17-1, et. seq. If the responding officer did not provide the victim rights
outline to the victim, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will provide that outline, as well as

a copy of a brochure explaining the criminal justice process in basic terms.

The District Attorney's Victim Advocate will also explain the availability of victim
compensation and will offer assistance with completing the application, as well as contacting the
Governor's Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Division of Victim Compensation if needed.
The District Attorney's Office appeals adverse decisions of Victim Compensation if the office
believes that the denial was made in error. At the initial meeting, as well as subsequent meetings,
the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will make reference to support services appropriate to

the needs of the victim.

Whenever possible, the District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of any proceeding in
which the release of the accused will be considered and offers the victim the opportunity to
express his or her opinion on the release of the accused pending judicial disposition. If any

accused is released on a pre-trial bond, a bond after conviction, or given a probated sentence, the
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District Attorney's Office requests of the Court to make "no contact with the victim, directly or
indirectly," a condition of the release. The District Attorney's Office further notifies the victim of
his or her right to notify the office if the accused violates the condition of release or if anyone
else subjects them to threats or intimidation. Upon a victim's written complaint of such and/or
other evidence produced, the District Attorney's Office can take action to petition the Court to

revoke bond or probation and/or bring criminal charges against such individual.

During any hearing or trial, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate makes all reasonable
attempts, consistent with Court facilities, to ensure that the victim waits in an area separate from

the accused, his friends, and family.

Prior to disposition of the accuser's case, the prosecutor offers the victim the opportunity
to express the victim's opinion on the disposition of the case, including plea or sentence
negotiations and participation in pre-trial or post-trial diversion programs. The oppoltunity is
given for both oral opinion and also in the form of a written Victim Impact Statement from the

victim.

The District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of all hearing/court dates/post
adjudication proceedings, which can affect the custodial status or disposition of the case. This is
accomplished by both telephone contact and with written notice when possible. Victims are also
notified of appellate/parole decisions and where possible, the prosecutor assists the victim in
communicating with both the Department of Corrections (prison system) and Parole Board. The
prosecutor's office also assists the victim with enrolling in the 24 hour automated notification
system operated by the Department of Corrections to notify the victim of any escapes from

custody by the perpetrator.
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e General Procedures

After a suspect is arrested, the Magistrate Judge forwards a copy of the warrant to the
District Attorney. Cases are assigned to a specific prosecutor when the warrant is received. The
District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit primarily utilizes a hybrid-vertical
prosecution case-assignment system. Therefore, the prosecutor initially assigned the case will
follow it through until its conclusion in the office. The ultimate assignment of prosecutors to a
case is the responsibility of the elected District Attorney who has that legal obligation as part of

his official duties.

In every case which appears to be able to be resolved only by trial, as opposed to some
other disposition, the prosecutor and advocates make all reasonable efforts to visit the courtroom
with the victim when there is no court action taking place in order to acclimate the victim to the
courtroom and explain trial procedures in an attempt to raise the comfort level for the victim

under admittedly unpleasant circumstances.

Each sexual assault victim is provided the name and phone number of the prosecutor and
victim advocates assigned to his or her case, and the staff of the District Attorney's Office is
always available to advise and consult with victims, from the date of the incident, until literally

decades later when parole issues arise.

e Financial Resources

There are a number of costs associated with a sexual assault, in particular the costs of
collecting evidence; hospital or health provider fees including fees for the physical examination;
lab expenses including the collection of specimens, tests for pregnancy and tests to detect the
presence of HIV antibodies; medications to prevent sexually transmitted diseases; follow-up; and
treatment for any injuries. In addition there may be costs to the victim of lost wages, and for a

family, funeral expenses.
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(1.) Pavments for Forensic Exams

When evidence relating to an allegation of rape is collected in the course of a medical
examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime Victims
Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be responsible for the cost of
the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the limited purpose of

collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-1)

When evidence relating to an allegation of aggravated sodomy is collected in the course

of a medical examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime

Victims Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be financially
responsible for the cost of the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the

limited purpose of collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-2)

2.) Victims' Compensation Fun
For other medical costs associated with the assault such as the pregnancy test, test for
HIV, emergency contraception, and treatment for any injuries, reimbursement can be claimed
through the Victims' Compensation Fund, and if an application is made and approved payment
will made directly to the hospital or other medical provider, including a Sexual Assault Nurse
Examiner. However if a victim is insured or on Medicaid, then those sources should be sought

before the Victims' Compensation Fund is used.
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We, as members of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol
Committee, hereby sign our support and commitment to the policies and procedures as
documented and set forth herein this Protocol, to the training and implementation of such, and to
the ongoing process of facilitating through the Sexual Assault Response Team, a multi-

disciplinary, coordinated response to the crime of sexual assault and sexual assault victims.

Approved and adopted this l:‘ '/day of September, 2025,

At Large Members:

A ELFZT T g (0

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill Michelle Girtman
Chairmen, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee Executive Director
Alapaha Judicial Circuit The Haven Rape Crisis Center

S YA 2 /maw"

Dr. Stewart Warren, MD

Magnolia Urgent Care The Haven Rape Crlsls Center

Local Citizen Member Sexual Assault Health Care Professional
!(/Uu‘tf’( {‘TﬂLk—[U\i‘q(}
Sexval Assautt fonager
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ATKINSON COUNTY
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Honorable Carol G. Durrance, Judge David Moore, Sheriff
Magistrate Court of Atkinson County Atkinson County Sheriff’s Office
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& /,_;,/‘? KQ"V"‘ SOt/ GBI, e
Derrick Touchton, Police Chief Amber DeCosta, RN, County Nurse Manager
Pearson Poligg Department Georgia Department of Public Health
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

BERRIEN COUNTX

Dénnts| Hagood, Police Chief
Alapaha Police Department

(i Moot

Ronald Knowles, Police Chief
Nashville Police Department

D ﬁ?ﬁwﬁru@

Lol

Ray Yaulk. Sheriff
Berrien Cotinty Sheriff’s Office

Ok A=

Anthony Perkins, Police Chief
Enigma Police Department

Dawn Bowen, BSN, RN, County Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health

UL

Rébert Owens, Police Chief
Ray City Police Department
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CLINCH COUNTY
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Hono le IimSmith, Judge Tk ANl ] Raymond Peterson, Sheriff
ClmLI County Magistrate Court Clinch County Sheriff’s Office
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Keith Jackson, Police Chief Jemnifer McPonald, RN, County Nurse Manager
Homerville Police Department Georgia Department of Public Health
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Jonorabfe Stephen M. Chammoun, Chief Judge Doug Hanks, Sheriff -
Cook County Magistrate Court Cook County Sheriff’s Office
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Audie Rowe, Police Clifef Rebecca Allgood, RN, County Nurse Manager
Adel Police Department Georgia Department of Public Health
& | W——F' ﬁ P
Tavoris Belch‘c—’:r,‘?’olice Chief Joel Entch, Police Chief
Sparks Police Department 1iox Police Department
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

LANIER COUNTY
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Honorable Victoria Jewall, Chief Judge Nick Norton, Sheriff
Lanier County Magistrate Court Lanier County Sheriff’s Office
% ] nf LN
MicHael Slusher, Police Chie Lauren Lee, RN, (%unty Nurse Manager
Lakeland Police Department Georgia Department of Public Health
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Addendum 1:

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
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MEMORANDUM OF UNMDE RS TANDING

e aerment, dated Detember £ 26200 enterad o hetaren the Chneli Conal 07 e
Doe o e Batiered Sense s Shatter, e dba The Hlasa's gl A s
Conter, ondswrrten to facdital s anagreement Lelween the patios (oo sonaces el i

[t by the pieination:|

qorla and implemeniation of the Standards 67 Nusing Praciice ny set

Ascatiation of [eensic Nurses (AL ncandicting forensic examinations.
UNDERSTANDING AGREEMENTS, SUPPORT AND RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS:

A. Clinch County Memorial Hospital agrees to:

- Make involvernent of certified rape crisis advocotes a coriponent of the standard
lasponse to a repol t of sexual abuse by calling the 24hour crisis line at 229-244-

1768,

Any tirie that an incident or allegation of sexual abuse is discovered or reported
within 120 hours of the incident, Clinch County Memorial Hospital will notify the
<oxual abuse to The Haven's Sexual Assault Response Center for a forensic

medical exam, and to reet with an advocate

I the incident occurred more than 120 hours pricr to the report, Ciinch County
Memorial Hospital will ensure that the vietim receives a medical evaluation frony a
MDD and any needed treatment, and cortact information for The Haver's Sexual
Assault Resporse Cenler the next business day for advocacy services

Clinch County Memorial kospital will also provide Tha Haven's Sexuat Assauit
Response Center contact information to the patient.

Respect the confidential nafure of comrmunication between The Haven's Sexual
Assault Response Center advocates aind patients at Clinch County Memaonial

Hospital

6. tnsure that The Haven’s Sexval Assault Response Centen advocates aie cleared to
enter the Clinch County Merorial Hospital for meetings, training sessions o1 to
meet with patients. Clinch County Memoria! Hospital will provide for olherfogistical
needs, such as private mesting space if needed

7, Pacilitate the placement of information with instructicns on how fu access T

Haven's Sexual Assault Response Center hetline in areas visthle (o ull patier:ls Al

arnployies,

8. Allow patients the ability ro comunicite sy questinie or toncerms to e s’

Suyual Asseult Qespunse Contey siafh,




B The Haven Sexual Assault Response Centeragrees Lo

]

4.

5

Respond terequests from Clinch Cotnty Memonal Hospital To provide adyocacy

and lorensic oxams to patients.

Respond ta calls [rom Clinch County Menorial Hospital reccived un The taven'™
Sexual Assault Response Certer hotline.
Provide foliow up services and cr sis intervention contacts Lo vicLims of sexual
assault at Clinch County Memorial Hospital, as resources allow.

Work with designated Clinch County Memorial Hospital officials to obtain security
clearance and follow all facility guidelines for safety and security, as recessary.
Maintain confidentiality as outlined by The Battered Wormen's Shelter, Inc. dha The
Haven's agency standards.

3 relesse of information prior to contacting Clinc h

Obtain the patient's consent and
ars or concerns the

County Memorial Hospital or other third partigs about any fe
patient has related to his/her safety arwell-being.

Brovice sexual assault focused training for staff, as neaded.

Communicate any questions or concerns about the MOU to Clinch County

Memorial Hospital.

Qé%o@ 1) ﬁmw% = PR

Angela Ammons, CEO

Date

Clinch County Memorial Hospital

Michelle Girtman, Director

Date

The Battered Women's Shelter, Inc.

Dba The Haven's Sexual Assault Response Center
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applicable, and all pefenenees 1o PHI herin shadl be canstioed o inchude M ASSOCIATE
sure of PHL inoa mauner i wonid
vialate the requirements ol the Drivacy Slandards or Security Standneds il the PUIT were sedl ar
Jdiselosed by Authority in e same manner. ASSOCIATE shall use appropriate suleguards Lo
prevent the use oi disclosure of PITI other than us exptessly peamitied under this Agreement.

agrees not (0 use or disciese (or perntil (he vse o dise

1.2 ASSOCIATL shall implement appropriate administrative, physical and technical
safeguards and in all other respeets comply with Subpart C of 45 CUR Part 164 in order to
protect the confidentialily, integrity and uvuilability of the PLI and LBRHI that it creales, reCeives,
maintnins ot transmits on behal€ of Autharily. ASSOCIATE covenants that such safeguards shall
include, without limitation, implementing writien policies and procedures in compliance with
HIPAA and ARRA, conducting 8 sceucity risk assessment, and training ASSOCIATE employees
who will have access to PEI with respeet to the policies and procedures required by HIPAA aud

ARRA.

13 In the event of a Security Incident, including a Breach (as hereinafter efined) or
any other use or disclosurc which is not permitted under this Agreement of any PAT ar EPHI that
ASSOCIATE accesses, maintains, relains, modifies, records, stores, destroys, or otherwisc holds
or uses on behalf ef Authority in conncelion with the Business Arrangement, ASSOCIATL shall
veport such Security Incident or other incident to the Authority within ten (1 0) days of discovery
by the ASSOCIATE. "Breach" shall mean the unauthorized ncquisition, dacccss, usc, ot
disclosure of PHI which compromises the securily or privacy of such information.

Breach of Unseeured PIL, ASSOCIATE shal! provide Authority

1.4 In the event of a
il be in writing and inclade: (i) the iden von ol

with Notice thoreof. Notice of a Breach sl
cuch individuzl whose PHI has been, or is reasonably believed to have been, accessed, acguived,
or disclosed during the Breach; (i) @ beied deseription of the circumstanses surronnding the
Jreach; (iii) the date of the Breach; (iv) the date of discavery of the Brench; (v) the scope of the
Breach; (vi) ASSOCIATE's responsc to the Breach and the identification of the party
responsible for causing the Breach, if knowny; (vii) & description of the types of unseoured PHI
involved in the Breach (v.g. numes, social seourily numbers, dates ol bilih, addresses, account
aumbers, diagnostic and disability codes, ete.); (viii) any steps which should e taken by affected
individuals to protect themselves from putential harm esulling from the Breach; (ix) o briel
deseription of wihat ASSOCIATE is doing to investigate the Breach, Lo mitigate harm to
individuals, and to protect against any luther  Breaches; and (x) the nwme and conlact
tnfarmation of & liaison whom the Authority may cantuet with inquirics concerning the 13eeach,

15 ASSOCIATT shall suppleiment any Notice ol Heeach providet to the Authauity as
Gformation whicl was not lknowy al the time ol ihe original Notice of Breach becoties

available.

1.6 I the cvent of a Breach, ASSQCIATE sholl, in consultation with Authority,
Teeach that is koown 1o

miitinate, to the cxlent practicable, any harmlul eifeet ol such
ASSOCIALE,
Use of VI ASSOCIATE shall use PHE: (i) solely for Authority's benefit aned naty o

services o Authority as such serviees e defined o Hasiness
management and - adminstiation ol
provided thut sueh e e paniniited

il purpose o1 perfornting
Arempements;  and (i) a8 necessary for the prope
ASSOCIATE or o earty oul its legal vesponsibilities,

crader foderal s state w15 ar nilierwise expressly pernitted buerein or e gl by

_—#
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diselose VL for ang purposes ofher G these

ndi
i

T, ASROCTTA PTeshe Dol s o
Soriy shatlorefab il
1y

A figin the PEN oot granled fereia Use, creation s diseini
Lentried Aealth whmmetion by ASSGCIATL are oot permitled unless caprinly snihiz o

writhiyg by Authonity

bR Disclosure of PHI,  Subjeet 1o any limitations iy this Aptoement, ASSOUIAT way
disclose P to any third parly pegsons or enliiies #8 necessury to perform ils oblipations unres
(he Business Amangemen: with Authority and as pennitted or required by applicable federal o
state law. Turlber, ASSOCIATE may disclose PRI for the proper maragement anc
administration of ASSOCIATY, provided that: (i) such disclos:res ate required by law; or (1)
ASSOCIATE: (&) ablains rcasonable assurances from any third party to whom the information is
disclosed fhat it will be held confidential and (uther used and disclosed only as required by law
o for the purpase for which it was disclosed to the thivd pacty; (b) requires the thivd party 1o
apree 1o immediately notify ASSOCIATE of any instances of which it is aware ‘hat PTITis bejng
wsed o disciused for a pupose that is not ctherwise provided for in this Agreement ox for a
purpese not expressly petmited by the Privacy Standards; and (c) ensures that 21l disclosures ol
PI1 by ASSOCIATE and the third party comply with the principle of "minimum necessary use
and disclosure,” 1.c., only the mmimum PHI that is necessary 1o accomplish the intended purposc
may be disclosed. 7f ASSOCIATE discluses PHI raceived from Authority, or created o1 recelved
by ASSOCIATE on behall of Authority, to agents, including a pennitted subconivasicy
(coilectively, "Recipients"), ASSOCIATE shall recuire Recipients to agres in wiiting (o the
<aine Testrictions and conditions trat apply to ASSOCIATE under this Agreement. To the extent
penmitted by law, ASSOCIATE shall be fully ligble to Authority for any acts, failures or
omissions of Recipients in fumnishing the services as if they were ASSOCLATE's own acls,
failuces or omissions. ASSOCIATE shall veport to Authorty auy use or disclosure of PHI uet
permitted Dy this Agreement, of which it becomes aware, such report to be made within five (3)
days of ASSOCTATY becoring aware of such use or disclosure. ASSOCIATE agress ta
roitigate, to the extent practival and unless otherwise requested by Authority n weiting, =ny
narm Al elfect that is known lo ASSOCIATE and is the result of 2 use or disclusure of PHI by

ASSCCIATL or Recipients in violation of this Agreement.

4. ivi ights i i I ASSOCIATE maintams a
Designated Record Sct on Lehalf of Authority, ASSOCIALE shall: (1) provide aceess to, and
permit inspection wnd copying of PHI by Authority or. as direeted by Authority, an indivicual
who is the subject of the PHI under conditions and limitations requircd under 45 CPR §164.524,
as it may be amended from time Lo time; and (1) amend PHI maintained by ASSOCIATL us
SOCIAT) shall respond to any request from Authority Lur aceess by
by

requested by Authority. AS
an individual within five (3) days of such request and shall make any amendment requisted
Authority within ten (10) days of such request. Tne infamnetion shall be provided tiothe fora: o
format reguested, il it is readily producible in such ferm or format, er i summary, il the
individug! has agreed v advance 1o aceepl the nformation 0 summiacy Do A reasunable, ot
based fee (or eopying PITT way be charged. Authorily shall determing whatber o den‘al b
appropriats or an cxeeption applies. ASSOCIATE shall natify Authority within (ive (3) days of
receipt of any iequest [or access or anzndinent by en individual. Authority shall dewrmne
L or deny any aeeess or amendment requested by the ndividual. ASSOCESTE
st Tor amend:nents and for appendiug such requests to the

whether o gran
shall hiave n nrocess in place for regae
Designated Record Set, as reqrested by Awthiority,




>

3 Accounting ol Disslosures. ASSOCTATE shall make pvailahle 1o Authority in tesponse
(n o request from an individual, niornation reguived for an accounting of discloswes of P
with respees o e individual, i accordaviee with 43 CER §164.528, os it may be ameneled Trom
fime to time. incorporating sxeeplions to such accounting designated under the regulation. Such
accouniing is limited fo disclosures hat veere nade i the six (6) years prior to the request and
¢ that were made prior to the compliance dale ol the Privacy
Srandards, ASSOCIATE sho provide such information necessavy 10 provide an accounting
within thirly (30) days of Authority's tequest. Such accounting must be provided withoul cost (o
is (he Drst accounting requested by an individual within any
be charged for subsequent

shall not nelude zny disclosure

the individudl o 0 Authozity il it
awelve (12) month period; however, a rensonable, cost-bused foe may
accountings if ASSOCIATE infurms Authurity and Authority informs the individual in advance

of the foe, and the individual is afforded an opportunity to withdraw or modify the request. Such
shall continue as long as

accounting obligations shall survive termination of this Agreement and
ASSOCIATE maintains PII

6. Withdrawal of Authorization. 0 the use or disclasore of PHI in this Agrecment is

based upon an individual's specific authovization for the use of his or her PHI, and: (0 the
individual revokes such authorization in writing, (ii) the cffective date of such zuthorization has
expired, o (i) the consent o uthorization is defective in any mauner that renders it invalid,
ASSOCIATE agrees, if it has notice ol such revocation ot invalidity, w© ceasc the use and
disciosure of any such individual's PIIL except to the extent it has relied on such usc or
disclosure, or where an exception under the Privacy Standards cxpressly applies

7. Records ASSOCIATE shall make available to the Secretary cof the LS,
Depariment of Health and Human Services (the “Secretary”) or iis agents, its internal practices,
books, end records relating to the use and disclosure of PHI received from, croated, or received
by ASSOCIATE an behalf of Auvthorily for the purpose of detcrmining Authorily's compliance
with the Privacy Standards or any other lLealth oversight agency, i a Ume and manncy
designated by the Secretary. Lxcept o the extent prohibited by law, ASSOCIATE  agrees (o
notify Authorily immadiately upon veceipt by ASSOCIATE of any and all requests by or o
behalf of any and all government authoritivs served upon ASSOCIATE for PHL

8, Confidentiality.

8.1 ASSOCIATE shall take any sieps reasonably required o (i) protect PUT fram
ureuthorized nses or disclesures, and {ii) 1oaintun the confidentiality and integtity of PHL

8.2 The DPartics shail comply with all fedecal and stalc laws governing the
confidentiality and privacy of health information that arc applicable 1o wem, respectively,
mcluding, withoul linitatior, [IPAA and the regulalions promulgated theveundor, and ARKA
and the regulations promulgaied thereunder.

9. Term_and Termivation.
9.1 This Agicement shall commence on the Lifcetive Date and shall renin i erien
bl ferminaed i aceordance with the teras of this Seetion 9, provided, Towever, i nis

the respective obligations or rights of Gie Parties Aoinine w0

tommination shinll unr atles

Vetecrent price o the elfetive date ol tertieation, alt of which shall contine T aeeon i

it el temis
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Y Authority, at ity sole dJdiseretion, iy
ol v o fnthar abligations fo ASSOCIATDT leveunder ey ol the ol scins -

veed aad Lo cantinriny

Damedinery tenniaate (b A o
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) ASSOCIATT shall Bl 1w observe ot perforn 2y mataing covenanl
obligaton centained ihis Agreemant for len (10) cdays aller wrillnn

v Acthotiy; ol

poiice diepetd has been given o ASSOCIATE

wlavds o

40 A violztion by ASSOCIATE of any provision uf ih Privacy S
applicable  [ederal or state privacy law relal

ASSOCTATE uuder this Agreement

fo the chimations 0

for either of the twe redsons scl

24 Pz lminanon of this Agreem
Subscction 9.3 above shall be cause for Authority rmmediately  terminaie lor sause any
Business  Astangement  pursuant to which ASSOCIATE is entitted (o roceive LT from

Auiharsty,

ol this
Anpserent by the other Party, aud eure iz not possibkle, the non-breaching  Paty shadl

inate this Agregment  When neither cure ne wepmination iy leasible, the aoi-

9.5 L (he event that either Party has knowlsge ol 2 matevial

1+

jmimiediniely te

breavtnng Pariy shall report the viglation to the Secrolary

3.4 Uaon the iornination of all Busiress Arrangeinents, =ithct Pty niay eonhidiy
t H P J

iy Agreement by providing writlen rotice to the other Party

9.7 Upast telmination of this Agreemen for any reason, ASSOUIATLE amuns ithet 1

performance of services fur Authority, that is i the possession or conteal ol ASSOCIATE ar s
szents (and if cestroyed, provide weilten certifcation of same). Tn the case of PHI which is not
fousiple o “retom or destiey, ASSUCIATT shall extend the proteclions of this Ageecient o
coch 2T aad limit turther uaes and disolosures of suel PHL w these purpos

etuin or descuctiun infrasibic, for so long a5 ASSOUIATT mainains such PHE ASSOCLA

fein W Authority of to destroy al PHI received Trom Aulbority ar orhorwise droug.. o

es that make the

; Cledleral taw, shich may regrve aspo

(urther agrees o vomply with othes applizable st

celention, redaction, of other teaimer of such FIIL Thie provision sball sinvive

period
! mination, of this Apreentent Jor any reasei
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10. i Lljjg_:mjmgﬂ_ﬁwﬂ_@,'_: (n the event that ASSOCIA LT s enguped Lo perldan
an wetivity in conneetion with Ay "covered aceonnt” as defined in 16 OFR §681.1 (s applicen’s
(o Autharily as & "erestitor and thars e 1 ASSOCTATE as 2 "servict peovidsr™ provic ng i
servier 1o Authority) ASSCCIATE agees 1oz (1) fully adept and comply with the Red Flag Rides
melgaited in the Fature Qi) opt o R
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i denification. ASSOCIATH shall indennity, delend, nud bold Avthosity, e nffice
directors, omployees, agents, successars and assigns laemless, frone and st sy aned Ll
fosses, clatms, actions, demands, liabilitics, damages, costs, and expenses (nesuding Gusk of
indgments, settlements, cout eosts ad reasonable atlorneys' fees, arising from o related 1o, (i)
the wse or dizclasure of PR in violation of the lermis af s Agreement applicehle T, (i)
iy Dreach ol Unscewred PHT caused by the vuts ol amissions of ASSOCIATT, and (1) 1
Dailure of ASSOCIATE or any of ils cimployees, subcontractors, or agenls Lo ahide by and
comply with the Privacy Rules and the Security Rules Authority shail have the right, at s
sxpense, to parlicipate in (he defense of any elaim o action for which ASSOCIATIE musl
indemnify Authority,

12 No Warranty.  DHI IS PROVIDED 7O ASSCCIA'T): SOLELY ON AN "ASIS”
BASIS, AUTHORITY DISCLAIMS ALL OTHER WARRANITES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED,

INCLUDING,  BUT  NOT  LIMITED TG, IMPLIED WARRANTIES O
MERCHANTABILITY, AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.

b3 Incligible Persons, ASSOCIATE icpesents and  warranls o Authority hat
ASSOCIATE: (i) is not cuncatly excluded, debaned, or otherwise ineligible o partieipatc in auy
fuderal health care program as defined in 42 ULS.C. Qeetion 13202-7b(L) ("the Tederal Tealiheare
Progresus"); (i) has not been convicterd of a criminal offense related o the provision of health
care iterms oF services and nol yet been excluded, debaed, or otherwise deciared ineligible o
varticipate in the Federal Healtheare Programs, and (i) is not under investigation or atherise
aware of any circumstances which may vesult i ASSOCIATI being excluded from participation
in the Ledepal Healthewe Programs,  This shall be an ongoing representation and warraniy
dwing the term of this Agréement, and ASSOCIALE shall immediately notify Authority of any
change in the staus of the represemalions aid warratily sct forth in Uis Scetion, Anv breach of
this Section shall give Authority thz right to terminate this Agredment iztnediaely for vause,

14 Miscellancous,

4.1 Notices. Al notices, requests, demands and other connmunicaiions required or
pelmiiled o be given or made under this Agreement shall be w1 writing, shall be cffective upan
reccipl or allempted delivery, and shall be sent by: (i) personal delivery; (i) certified or
registered United States mail, relun reeeipt requested; or (i) overnight delivecy service with
proof of delivery. Notices shall be sept to the addresses below,. Neither Party shall teluse
delivery of any notice hereundet.

o Antliority: M. Robert G Voster Chief
Information Ofleer south
Georgin Medied Conter 0.
Pox 17277
Validosta, GA 6001727
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142 Waiver, No provision of this Agreemen( o aky hreach (hereol shall be deer o
waived tinless suel waiver is inowoiiing and signed by ihe Party claimed to have wiivet o
provision or treach. No waiver ol 1 breach shall constitiie a waiver of or excuse any dilferent o

subsegnens breach,

4.3  Assignment.  Neither Party may assign (whether by operation of law or
otherwise) any of its vights or delegate o subcontract any of its abligations under this Agrecment
without the prior written consent of the other Party. Notwithstanding the foregoing, Authorily
shall have the right to assign its rights and obligations hercunder (o any ent ity that is an affiliat
sor of Authority, wihout the prior approval of ASSUCIATE

tepmined to be nvaliil o

Severabitity. Any provision of tals Agresinenl fhat is
e will be ineffoctive o the extent of such deleamnaion withoul invelidag ihe

ng provisions of (s Agreement © Cor enforeaehilily of such

smaining provisions.

U]

45 This Agizewes

Amendmaent.

SA wre amendad or imepraad oo braancr nad
GJall amend this Agreement © g eNwusl NeCtsHaTy

Merciwith, the Pathe:

oot or inlerpreralions

went and e B
AT

o
ot

146 KEntire Apreeseni This Agr

i coplete agreemeni betwesn ASSOCIAT i aad Autherity refating o the mal
this Agreemenl, and supersedes all nrior represcntations or agreements, whether aral or wrillen,
with respect to such mattess. In e cvent i any conflict between the terms of this Agreement
e gomer s oo any such later agreononi(s), the tetms af this

andd <he tepgs o) 9 Buss

Agreement shall control unless the lerms of sucl 1hisiness Ailangements v Howe 17
respeet to PHI and comply with the Privacy. Standiids andior Necurity Siaadacds, oo fue
speeificully otherwise agree in writing. Nu oral (o doraiver ol oy o
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wansaction i to be implied from (he execution o
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and permilicd assipns No (hivd party shall he @
Agreement, itor shall any third porfy have any rizhis o5 o resu
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1477 Soveindng aw This Aprecanend saall be aavemad Ly o Poree i
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Arlorin shall have Le vight 1o apply oo gourt of campetent Jroisdiction ooz
penoranee andor o order vestvaing and cojoiniug aiy sneh foilier diselosuee oo bugaet = ol
cor such otlier relie as Authority shall deem appropriate, Such vight of Authan ity 1580 b g
sddition (o the renedies othenwise available to Authotily al kiw or in equily.  ASSOCIATE
exprossly waives the defense that a remedy in dantages will he adeguate andd ther wilives sy
requizenent in an action for speeific performance or il bunction for the posting of & hond by
Authority,

| ¢ ereate

119 Nature of Apreament.  Nothing in this Agrecment shall Le constr.ec
(i) a partnership, joint ventnre or other joint business relationslip betweern the Partizs oF any of
theiv affiliates, or (il) & relationship of employer and employee between the Partics. This
Aprcoment does not express or imply any commitment o purchase or sl aoods or servicts

14,10 Counterparts. This Agreement may be exeouted i ane or more counlerparts,
cach of which shall be deemed an ociginal, but all of which together shall constitute one and the
same document. In making proof of this Agreement, it shall nal be necessary fo procuce or
aceount for more than one such counterpatt executed by the Party against whom enforcement of
this Agreement is sought.

IN WITNESS WHEREOT, the Parties have executed this Agreementas of the iffective Date.
AUTHORITY: ASSOCIATE:
The Hospital Autbority of Valdosta and The Battered  Women's  Shelter,  Inc.

Towndes Cowmty, Georgia, dfb/a  South dib/a The Haven's  Scxual  Assand
Response Center

fieorgia Medical Center]
" 1L 2008 (D
Dy (Lakbans = . 3Y.7{?/. 'f'ég

lobert G. Foster Mjﬂﬁ)ﬂmﬁ

(Print ur Type Name) (Print or Type Name)
Chic{ Information Officer o E’Kﬁ(‘y—;’\: m Iy tQ_’i\'_LY
(Title) (lile)

[date: ?( & C:’l_o/j_/____ e Dale: LO Jggﬁ\]“' 2




Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE

To: Director Jay Neal, Criminal Justic Coordinating Council
The Honorable Clayton A. Tomlinson, Chief Judge Alapaha Judicial Circuit

From: Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Re: SART Committee Certificate of Compliance
Date: September 30, 2025

The undersigned as Chairman of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol
Committee hereby certifies that it has met at least once during the 2025 calendar year for the
purpose of both drafting and adopting the Protocol, as well as, evaluating the effectiveness of the
Protocol and appropriately modifying and updating the same, per the mandate under 0.C.G.A. §
15-24-2(f).

This Certificate of Compliance is being submitted to the Criminal Justice Coordinating
Council (CJCC) before December 31, 2025, and is in Compliance with O.C.G.A. § 15-24-2(g).

Respectfully submitted this 30™ day of September, 2025.

o) T —

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill
Chairman, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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