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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

TIFICATE MPL Lf88'*i Y'r:$o,iG r^

OCT tE pfi l?: Sl+$P$t

c00

To:

From:

Date:

Re:

Director Jay Neal, Criminal Justic Coordinating Qopncil
The Honorable Clayton A. Tomlinson, Chief ;uAffimfrhd J6&kjd€€ry,it

?'5|iu1[,uJifiRiif
Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

SART Committee Certificate of Compliance

September 30,2025

The undersigned as Chairman of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol

Committee hereby certifies that it has met at least once during the 2025 calendar year for the

purpose of both drafting and adopting the Protocol, as well as, evaluating the effectiveness of the

protocol and appropriately modifying and updating the same, per the mandate under O'C.G'A' $

ts-24-2(f).

This Certificate of Compliance is being submitted to the Criminal Jr-rstice Coordinating

Cotrncil (CJCC) before December 37,2025, and is in Compliance with O'C.G.A. $ 15-2a-2G)

Respectfully submitted this 3Oth day of Septembet,2025

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill

Chairman, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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2025.2026 ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SEXUAL ASSAULT PROTOCOL

STATE OF GEORGIA

ORDER

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Georgia enacted O.C.G.A. 15-24-2 requiring

the establishment of a Sexual Assault Protocol; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned established a Sexual Assault Protocol committee pursuant

to O.C.G.A . 15-24-2; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has approved the attached Protocol as the protocol

for cases of sexual assault in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, this document is accepted by the

Court as the protocol to be used in responding to, investigating, and prosecuting cases arising

from an alleged sexual assault and shall be spread upon the minutes and filed with the Clerk of

the Superior Court of Lanier County.

,-{
so ORDERED, this the 

-l- 
auy ot 0/'l.U^ ,2025.

le Clayton A. Tomlinson
Chief Judge, Lanier County Superior Court
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Order prepared by:
Chase L. Studstill
District Attomey
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LANIER COUNTY



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE TEAMPROT
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=lThis Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol (hbreinafter." q"#
"Protocol") is adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A . S 15-24-2 for the puryose of outlining the -,:;; -J. :

procedures to be used in responding to, investigating and prosecuting cases of sq5u4l assd$lt. The

purpose of this Protocol shall be to ensure coordination between utt lg.n.i., inflfu.a in ,.*uul

assault cases as to increase the efficiency of all agencies handling such cases and to minimize the

stress created for the sexual assault victim by the legal and investigatory process. A failure by an

agency to follow the protocol shall not constitute an affirmative or other defense to prosecution

of a sexual assault, preclude the admissibility of evidence, nor shall a failure by an agency to

follow the protocol give rise to a civil cause of action.

o Purnose ofProtocol

The protocol is intended to:

o Facilitate the provision of consistent, comprehensive, sensitive, and non- judgmental

treatment of victims of sexual assault as they progress through the medical, law enforcement,

advocacy, and legal system.

o Standardize the collection of evidence in order to aid in the medical treatment of victims and

prosecution of cases; and,

o Develop a coordinated effort among health providers, law enforcement personnel,

prosecutors, and victim advocates ensuring that victims receive efficient and comprehensive

medical care, evidentiary examination, emotional support, and referral information.

o Use of Protocol

This Protocol will be utilized by the following agencies: Adel Police Department, Alapaha Police
Department, Atkinson County Health Department, Atkinson County Sheriffls Office, Berrien
County Health Department, Berrien County Sheriff s Office, Berrien County 911 Center, Clinch
County Health Department, Clinch County Sheriff s Office, Clinch Memorial Hospital, Cook

County Health Department, Cook County Sheriff s Office, Cook County 911 Center, Enigma
Police Department, The Haven Rape Crisis Center, Homerville Police Department, Lakeland
Police Department, Lanier County Health Department, Lanier County Sheriff s Office, Lenox
Police Department, Nashville Police Department, Office of the District Attorney for the Alapaha
Judicial Circuit, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners and their supervising physician(s), Pearson

Police Department, Ray City Police Department, South Georgia Medical Center, Sparks Police
Department. Tri-County 9l I Center, Willacoochee Police Department.
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r Monitoring the Protocol

Some members of the Sexual Assault Response Team shall meet quarterly at the Alapaha Circuit

District Attomey's Office or other designated place to review current sexual assault

investigations relative to the implementation and utility of the sexual assault protocol. Any team

member involved in the investigation shall be invited to attend. The mission of the Sexual

Assault Response Team shall conduct full reviews of sexual abuse, exploitation, andlor neglect

allegations and to develop effective and efficient responses. All members of the Sexual Assault

Response Team agree that all information discussed andlor obtained in these case review

meetings will remain confidential except as authorized or as required for the purposes of a

criminal investigation and/or prosecution as otherwise required by law.

The sexual assault protocol committee shall meet annually to evaluate the effectiveness of the

protocol and to recommend measures to improve compliance. (O.C.G.A. 5 15-24-2). Members of

the Committee wanting to recommend improvements are encouraged to do so in writing with

fellow members in order to effectively communicate annual compliance. Attendance may be

achieved electronically at the request of a member.

DEFINITION OF SEXUAL ASSAULT

Sexual assault is defined as sexual contact or intimacy initiated by one or more persons against

another without their consent. This includes instances where victims are unable to give consent

due to age or mental or physical incapacity. Sexual assault does not discriminate among race,

sex, sexual orientation, socio economic class or age. Persons may be sexually assaulted by

strangers, acquaintances, or members of their family.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-70(3), "Sexual assault" means rape, sodomy, aggravated sodomy,

statutory rape, child molestation, aggravaled child molestation, sexual assault against a person in

custody, sexual assault against a person detained in a hospital or other institution, sexual assault

by a practitioner of psychotherapy against a patient, incest, bestiality, sexual battery, and

aggravated sexual battery.
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PROCESS OF CASE MANAGEMENT

Sensitivitv to the Needs of Victims

Ensuring that sexual assault victims will be treated with sensitivity and compassion requires that

victim services, law enforcement, medical, and prosecutorial personnel be aware of the special

needs of these victims.

Victims of violent crimes, not only must cope with the physicai trauma perpetrated against them

but they must also deal with the emotional and psychological repercussions of the crime. The

emotional and psychological repercussions of a sexual assault can be devastating. The

humiliation and degradation victims may feel often are compounded by feelings of guilt. Often

society perpetuates the myth that sexual assault victims somehow are responsible for the crime

committed against them or that they must act in a certain manner following the assault. For this

reason, victims of sexual assault often are reluctant to report the crime, and therefore, must

receive immediate support from agency personnel if they choose to report.

While victims of sexual assault may feel guilty, frightened, ashamed, dirty, angry,

anxious, embarrassed, or any number of other emotions, it is important to remember that there is

no "typical" way for victims to feel, react, or look after a sexual assault. Some victims may

appear to be calm while others may look visibly upset or enraged.

Victim confidentiality should be strictly protected. Professional staff should make direct

inquiries of the victim regarding how to address the disclosure of confidential infonnation.

Assumptions should not be made conceming whether it is appropriate to disclose information to

family, friends, employers, and/or educational providers about the assault or the victim's sexual

preference.
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o First Renort

In most cases, the victim usually makes the first report of a sexual assault to a dispatch or

emergency communications center (911). Dispatch or communications center staffers are critical

in aiding the victim to regain control and composure after an assault.

If the victim is the caller, the dispatcher should:

. Obtain the victim's name and location immediately.

o Determine if the victim is currently safe and whether or not the victim needs immediate

medical attention.

. Dispatch the appropriate law enforcement units, and, if necessary, emergency medical help.

o Assure the victim that help is coming, and instruct the victim not to eat, drink, bathe,

urinate, or douche.

o Ask victim if they are still wearing the same clothing they were wearing during the

assault. If they are, tell the victim not to change and come as they are. If they are not wearing the

same clothing, instruct the victim to leave the clothing as is and in its present location.

o Advise the victim not to move or touch anything at the assault location and not to disturb

items used as weapons.

Once the victim decides he/she wants a sexual assault examination, and law enforcement

determines that The Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate and a SANE will be needed, law

enforcement will inform the dispatcher to notify the on-call Haven Staff.

''JANE DOE'' REPORTING

A sexual assault victim shall have the right to have a medical forensic examination

regardless of whether the victim participates in the criminal justice system or cooperates with

law enforcement in pursuing prosecution of the underlying crime (O.C.G.A. 5 17-5-72). Pursuant

to O.C.G.A. fi Il-5-74, the tenn "unrepofted sexual assault kit" means a sexual assault kit

collected from a victim who has consented to the collection of the sexual assault kit but who has

not repofied the alleged crime to law enforcement.
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If a sexual assault victim calls 9 i 1 or the Crisis Hotline requesting a medical forensic

examination for sexual assault, but does not wish to make a report to law enforcement, dispatch

is to contact the appropriate law enforcement agency. A Haven Rape Crisis Advocate and a

SANE rvill also be contacted. The victim will be directed to the Haven Rape Crisis Center for a

medical examination. Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection

Kit will be completed. The Evidence Collection Kit and ali evidence will be labeled by the

SANE with the victim's information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law

Enforcement Officer. The Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information

sheet regarding the sexual assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet

shall include the victim's sex, date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the

victim's name. The GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law

enforcement to the GBi Crime Laboratory.

If the victim goes to the hospital requesting a medical forensic examination for sexual

assault, but doesn't want to make a repofi to law enforcement, the hospital shall contact the

appropriate law enlorcement agency and a Haven Rape Crisis Advocate. The Advocate will then

contact the on-cal| SANE,. If needed, the Advocate will transport the victim to the Haven Rape

Crisis Center for the examination after the victim has signed a confidentiality agreement.

Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be completed.

The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the SANE with the victim's

information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law Enforcement Officer' The

Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information sheet regarding the sexual

assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet shall include the victim's sex,

date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the victim's name. The GBI

Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law enforcement to the GBI Crime

Laboratory per current GBI policies and procedures.

If the victim does not cooperate with law enforcement in the investigation or prosecutron

of a sexual assault, the investigating law enforcement agency shall maintain any physical

evidence collected as a result of such sexual assault that contains biological material, including'

but not limited to, stains, fluids, or hair samples that relate to the identity of the perpetrator of the
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sexual assault, for not less than 12 months from the date any such physical evidence is collected

(o.c.G.A. $l 7-s-72(b)).

A sexual assault victim shall not be required to pay, directly or indirectly, for the cost of a

forensic medical examination. The cost of a forensic medical examination shall be paid for by

the Georgia Crime Victims Emergency Fund (O.C.G.A. $17-5-72)

No prosecuting attorney, investigating law enforcement agency, or government official

shall ask or require any victim of a sexual assault to submit to a polygraph examination or any

other truth-telling device as a condition precedent to investigating a sexual assault. The refusal of

a victim to submit to a polygraph examination or any other truth-telling device shall not prevent

an investigation or prosecution of any sexual assault (O.C.G.A. $ l7-5-73). At the time of

medical forensic examination, no alleged victim shall be required to assign or waive any rights

afforded to him or her in the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights or that might prevent the alleged

victim from seeking relief from the Crime Victims Compensation Board (O.C.G.A. $ 35-1-2).

a Notification of On-call Sexual Assault onse Team

If the victim is at the medical facilitv:

Hospitals receiving patients reporting incidents of sexual assault shall immediately

contact law enforcement in accordance with O.C.G.A. $ 31-7-9 mandating all non-accidental

injuries be reported. Patients will retain the right to initiate, participate in, and/or cooperate with

any law enforcement investigation of such assault.

o The nursing staff should contact the appropriate 91 1 Dispatch and The Haven Rape Crisis

Center at 229 -244-17 65 .

o The E.R. physician or physician extender will provide a medical screening examination.

o If no treatment is indicated in the Emergency Department and a SANE is on-call then the

patient will be escorted to The Haven Rape Crisis Center by the responding law enforcement

agency for a medical forensic examination and evidence collection if within the 120 hour time

frame.
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. If the patient has obvious injuries or requires medical treatment in the Ernergency

Department, the responding law enforcement agency will contact the on-call Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate who will contact the on-call SANE. The medicai forensic examination will be

performed at the hospital.

. If there is no SANE on-call, then the emergency department will proceed with the medical

forensic examination and evidence collection.

o If the victim is not able to give consent for the medical forensic examination or cannot make

a repofi to law enforcement based on their cognitive, developmental, or physical disability, it is

essential to find out if the victim has a legal guardian and, if so, who the legal guardian is for the

victim that can provide consent for medical procedures. The medical forensic examination can be

conducted in emergency situations.

If the victim is at the scene:

. The incident is reported through the appropriate 911 Center and forwarded to a law

enforcement agency. Law enforcement will request 911 to contact The Haven Rape Crisis Center

via crisis line at 229-244-1765.

o Uniformed patrol is dispatched to the victim.

. Uniformed patrol advises hisiher supervisor of facts and the determination is made whether

to contact the on-call Detective/Investigator and the on-call Haven Rape Crisis Advocate.

r The Appropriate 911 Center notifies the Detective/Investigatory and Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate. if there is a SANE on-call, the Advocate will contact the on-call SANE. Response

time for the Advocate is no more than 45 minutes following initial notification. Response time

for the on-call SANE is no more than 60 minutes following initial notif,rcation.

o If a SANE is on-call, the victim should be transported to The Haven Rape Crisis Center. If

the victim has visible physical injuries, then the victim should be transported to the nearest

available medical facility capable of providing basic life support.

. If a SANE is not on-call, then the victim should be transported to an emergency room to

proceed with the examination and collection of evidence.
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o If the victim is a child (Under 12 Years Old):

In any case in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, or Lanier Counties (The Alapaha Judicial

Circuit) where any child under 12 years of age presents to law enforcement or DFCS with an

acute sexual assault case (defined as any type of penetration within 72-96 hours for any child

under 12) the following protocol shall be followed:

r The Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes County (hereinafter "CAC") shall be contacted

via their crisis line at229-300-4366.

. The CAC Representative will determine that the case meets the above criteria and will

contact the on call Pediatric SANE nurse, Forensic Interviewer with the Child Advocacy Center,

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill, or any other Assistant District Attorney. A victim advocate

from the District Attomey's office may also be contacted.

o An interview of the child will be conducted at the Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes

County following the Forensic Interview Protocol by a Forensic Interviewer from the CAC' The

on-call forensic interviewer has 15 minutes to respond to the initial notification/call. Once the

forensic interviewer completes the screening process, the forensic interviewer has one hour to

arive on-site at the CAC to conduct the forensic interview. Discretion will be used by the on-call

forensic interviewer whether a forensic interview will be conducted after 11:00PM'

o The on cali Pediatric SANE nurse will be present for this interview along with other

members of the MDT team.

. After the forensic interview of the child, the child will be transported to the appropriate

facility and a sexual assault exam will be conducted by the on call Pediatric SANE.

. The CAC agrees to provide a copy of the interview notes to the on call Pediatric SANE nurse

and the on call Pediatric SANE nurse agrees to provide a copy of the medical history to the

CAC.
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o If the victim is a child (12 Years Old or Older):

For any case involving a child 12 years of age or older, Law Enforcement shali contact

the Haven Victim Advocate via crisis line at 229-244-1765 as usual per the SART Protocol.

Should Law Enforcement believe that a Forensic Interview is needed prior to the SANE exam,

they shall contact The Children's Advocacy on call line at229-300-4366'

If the abuse occurred greater than96 hours prior to the disclosure of said abuse, a non-

emergent exam can be conducted at the Lowndes CAC (3325 Skipper Bridge Road,

Valdosta, Georgia) by a medical provider. Most children with current marks, bruises, or other

visible palpable injuries may have a non-acute exam at the CAC. If a child/teen has burns or

broken bones due to possible physical abuse, they will need to be seen in the nearest Hospital

Emergency Department. If the child is younger than three years of age, they may require an

x-ray or MRI at the hospital. Law Enforcement and DFCS may call the CAC main phone

number at229-245-5364 to schedule a non-emergent exam.

o

Law Enforcement Asgney Resp.gllg$

o The Role of L trlnforcement

Law enforcement officers play a crucial role in overcoming a victim's psychological

hurdles and obtaining a victim's cooperation in a sexual assault investigation. Since a victim's

ability to cope with the crime and its aftermath may prove critical to the ultimate success of

criminal prosecution, it is imperative that law enforcement agencies treat the victim of sexual

assault with the utmost compassion.

Law enforcement officers must remain sensitive to the individuality of each victim and

the massive impact a sexual assault may have upon the victim and the victim's family and

friends. Law enforcement officers should take into account not only the particular assault

suffered by each victim, but the victim's age, physical abilities and culture (e.g.,

cognitive/developmentally and physical disability considerations, deaf/hard of hearing

considerations, elderly considerations, lesbian/gayibisexual/transgender/queer/ questioning
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(LGBT+) considerations. male victirn considerations, Afiican American considerations,

immigralt and refugee considerations, Latino/Hispanic considerations, sex trafficking victims

considerations, and faith considerations).

r The Resnonding Law Enforcement Officer

The first law enforcement officer to reach a sexual assault victim is usually a uniformed

officer. This officer, as with others who investigate the case, should quickly develop a positive

rapport with the victim while initiating the gathering of evidence.

(1.) Immediate ResPonse

o The responding officer should first address the victim's physical and medical needs.

Emergency first aid should be offered, if necessary, while awaiting an emergency medical

response unit.

. The responding officer should be calm, sympathetic and understanding. To increase the

victim's emotional comfort and security prior to a transfer to a medical facility/ Rape Crisis

Center, the officer should explain to the victim the actions anticipated on the victim's behalf,

including a physical examination.

o The officer should also ask the victim to refrain from washing, showering, brushing teeth,

using a mouthwash, smokin g, eating, chewing gum, breathe mints, hard candy, drinking,

douching, urinating, or defecating to prevent the loss of valuable physical evidence. The

evidentiary importance of preserving personal clothing and articles from the crime scene should

be explained, Even if a victim has bathed, douched, or changed clothing, the officer should

transport the victim to the appropriate medical facility for a medical forensic examination.

o The responding officer should also ask the victim basic questions about the sexual assault.

Not more than two officers should conduct questioning in the greatest privacy available, and

questioning should be limited in scope to crucial information immediately needed by law

enforcement.

r The crime scene will be processed per the investigating agency's operating policy.
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. If the responding officer proceeds to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center where the

victim is taken, the officer should:

a. Remain at the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center until the investigating law

enforcement officer(s) has arrived; and

b. Thoroughly brief the investigating law enforcement officer(s) on any information

about the victim, the assault, the assailant, and the crime scene, which the officer has

obtained. These briefings should take place in a private setting where other patients or

hospital personnel cannot overhear confidential information.

(2.) Delaved RePortine

Forensic evidence may remain for a general time period of up to 120 hours in the victim's

body or there may be evidence of tearing or other internal abrasions. For this reason, the victim

slrould be encouraged to seek medical care. A medical forensic examination includes the

collection of medical history to guide the medical provider, such as a SANE or other qualified

individual, in delivering medical care tailored to address the specific inquiries and medical needs

of the patient. The medical forensic examination provides treatment including but not limited to

prophylaxis, Safety Plan Assessment, Fatality/Risk Assessment, Mental Health Assessment for

Rape Trauma Syndrome, STI testing, Strangulation Assessment, and Intimidate Partner Violence

(IPV) Assessment.

(3.) The M cal Examination and Law Fl,nforcement

Law enforcement officers should not be present during the medical examination of a

sexual assault victim, unless there is a specific evidentiary or investigative necessity that requires

their attendance. Any person, particularly a sexual assault victim, deserves a personal

examination free of unnecessary, non-medical strangers.

a

1. An Investigator will usually be summoned to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center

where the victim has been taken. The Investigator should respond immediately to the facility.

The Investigator should conduct a thorough interview with the victim and should document the

facts of the investigation and, if necessary, request The Haven Rape Crisis Center record the

interview with both audio and video equipment.

Page 11 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

Durins the itial contact. the In r should:

o Clearly identify himself/herself to the victim

. Verify the information obtained by the dispatcher and/or responding officer which may help

the police locate the suspect;

. Attempt to explain to the victim what is being done on the victim's behaif

. Inforn the victim that another interview may be conducted at a later time.

o Interviews conducted by SANEs should be limited to medical history and sexual assault

history pertinent to guiding the exam only and for the purpose of any medical diagnosis and

treatment. It is imperative that every SANE remains focused on their role as a medical

professional, while also protecting the privacy and confidentiality of the patient in their care.

o The victim's interview at The Haven Rape Crisis Center may be video/audio recorded with

informed consent. It will ultimately be left up to the victim/patient whether they wish to have

their Medical forensic history recorded. Notice to the victim shali be accomplished by placing at

least one sign, printed in both English and Spanish, in the area where the interview shali be

conducted advising the victim that the interview may be videoiaudio recorded. Victims may be

asked to sign a written form consenting to the video/audio recording of the interview. If a victim

choses to not have his/her medical forensic history recorded then every effort should be made to

notify the assigned law enforcement Investigator in order to allow their presence for the medical

forensic history interview.

o The Investigator may consult with the victim advocate to explain the actions being taken by

the police and to seek their cooperation and assistance in future contacts with the victim.

o Transporlation arrangements will be made to a safe location for the victim.

. The Investigator should verify that the chain of custody of the evidence obtained at the

medical facility/Rape Crisis Center is maintained correctly. The Investigator should ensure that

all evidence collected is inventoried and prepared for transfer to the crime iaboratory if

appropriate. Investigators should confirm with the evidence custodian that the evidence is

transferred to the lab in a timely manner.
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o Victim Follow Up:

The primary law enforcement officer will keep in touch with the victim as needed and as

is applicable for the investigation process. The primary law enforcement officer should refer the

victim to a Victim Advocate as determined necessary by the investigator.

a The C Renort:

The primary investigation officer in a sexual assault case has the crucial responsibility of

compiling all the information leamed through the investigatiott. The case report will be the main

source of information for the prosecutors handling the case. Therefore, it is imperative that every

effort is made to be as thorough, accurate and informative as possible in building the report.

a

Although several different agencies come in contact with sexual assault victims at various

stages aft.er asexual assault is reported, the Haven Rape Crisis Center is the coordinating agency

for sexual victims, providing consistent support, consistent treatment, and advocacy throughout

the process. The Haven Rape Crisis Center provides emotional support and crisis intervention to

sexual assault victims and their families.

. I@Lrssrg.ry
The safety and well-being of the victim should be the first concern of the victim service

provider. The role of the victim service provider is to:

r With the consent of the victim, help identify and address the immediate concerns of the

victims, (e.g., are they in a safe place, are there family and friends whom the victim wishes to be

contacted, are medical care or transportation to the hospital needed, is clothing needed to wear

home from the hospital);

r Instruct the victim to not destroy evidence by eating, drinking, bathing, urinating, douching ,

or washing clothes;

. Provide emotional support and crisis intervention to victim and their families;

. Be present during medical forensic examination (at the request of the SANE and/or victim);

and

o Help aftange transpoftation to and from the hospital or medical facility;
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For their own safety, and to avoid interfering with the investigation, victim advocates

shail not go to the crime scene unless accompanied by law enforcement. Victim advocates are

not investigators or attorneys and do not investigate cases or give legal advice. The advocate at

no time will ask the victim questions related to the details of the assault. The role of the victim

advocate should be explained to the victim. The advocate should determine whether the victim

wishes to receive victim services.

Sexual offenders may be predatory and/or serial offenders. As such, any notification of a

sexual assault to the advocate should be reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency'

While the victim may decide not to pursue a criminal complaint of the incident, it may be

important to other ongoing investigations that law enforcement is made aware of the assault'

. Bss,is-@,
Rape Crisis Advocates need to achieve an effective balance between advocating for

victims and working within the parameters of the criminal justice system. Basic services

provided by the Rape Crisis Center to victims. their families and friends may include:

. On-site examination room for use by Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners for medical

assessment, medical treatment, proper support assessments, and collection of evidence;

o A twenty-four hour crisis line;

o Accompanying a victim to a medical facility and providing support throughout the

medical examination;

. Provide clothing and hygiene items;

o If a survivor wishes the assistance, an advocate will accompany the survivor for any follow-

up medical visits;

r Throughout and after the medical visit, advocates help survivors deal with symptoms of

anxiety, fear, depression, loss ofcontrol, and decreased assertiveness;

r Advocates may accompany victim during initial police contact at medical facility;

o Video interviewing facilities for interviewing the victim;

o Victims will be referred to a counseling service. Valdosta State University str"rdents will be

made aware of counseiing services offered by the university;
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o Victims will be offeled the choice to participate in support groups provided free of charge by

the Haven Rape Crisis Center;

o Advocates provide victims with assistance in understanding reporting options, victims'rights,

filing for crime victims' compensation, support throughout the prosecution of the case and

accompaniment to coutl;

. Information and referral to community resources; and

o Staff or volunteers will interact with agencies and individuals on behalf of sexual assault

victims in order to achieve a particular goal or results.

The advocate needs the cooperation of many other agencies to provide information and

supporl. Networking and maintaining effective lines of communication with law enforcement,

medical, prosecutorial, criminal justice, and other social service organizations are essential.
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r Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Resnonse

The role of the medical forensic pelsonnel is to provide atirnely. high-quality rnedical

forensic examination that can potentially validate and address sexual assault patients' concerns,

minimize the trauma they may experience, and promote their healing. At the same time, it can

increase the likelihood that evidence collected will aid in criminai case investigation, resulting in

perpetrators being held accountable and fuilher sexual violence prevented. The main role of the

medical forensic personnel shall always relate to treatment and assessment rather than forensic in

collecting and preserving evidence. Medical forensic examinations shall be performed by a

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner ("SANE"), physician, nurse practitioner or physician's assistant

("PA") trained in performing such exams.

Medical forensic examination responsibilities include:

o Obtaining informed consent from the patient for the medical forensic examination,

documentation and evidence collection

o Gathering the medical forensic history Conducting a medical physical examination

Coordinating treatment of injuries Documentation of biologic and physical findings Collection of

evidence from patient Documentation of f,rndings

o Providing information, treatment, and referrals for STis, pregnancy Foilow-up as

needed for additional treatment and/or collection of evidence Providing testimony at trial.

The Medical Forensic Examination

o Who Reouest an ination

With the consent of the patient, medical forensic examinations can be performed at the request of

(1) a Law Enforcement Agency, (2) the District Attorney's Office, (3) the Medical Examiner or

County Coroner's Office, (4) a Hospital, (5) Pursuant to a Court Order, or (6) at the

Patient's/Victim's Request Pursuant to O.C.G.A . 511 -5-72.

a
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o Procedures for the Examination

In order to preserve the patient's dignity and confidentiality, ail aspects of the medical

forensic examination, including consent, medical history, and details of the assault, wiil be

conducted in a private office or secluded space. A trained victim advocate will be available to

accompany the patient and offer emotional support during the examination. The advocate will at

no time ask the patient questions related to the details of the assault. After explaining to the

patient the details of the examination, additional consents are obtained, a secondary assessment

is performed, and the history of the patient and the assault are taken. Note that while it is

imporlant to document the history of the patient and the assault as completely as possible, the

examiner should not inquire about or document irrelevant aspects of the patient's sexual history.

After completing the documentation for this phase, a serum or urine pregnancy test is ordered on

women wi_th childbearing capabilities. The SANE shall perform a complete medical forensic

examination and upon completion, provide the patient with the proper precautionary medications

to help guard against certain sexually transmitted diseases and Plan B birth control medication.

These medications are prescribed by the physician supervising the SANE. The SANE shall

complete the Sexual Assault Response Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence

Collection Form and return it to the Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate within 5 business days.

Said form will then be made available to the Investigator and Prosecutor.

a

Any forensic evidence collected within 120 hours of a sexual assault should be

documented in the Georgia Bureau of Investigation/Division of Forensic Sciences Sexual

Assault Evidence Collection Kit (GBVDOFS). The findings of the exam should be documented

completely, noting injuries on the relevant anatomical diagrams. After the examination and

evidence collection are completed, the examiner should check the labeling of all evidence and

package it as instructed in the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. The SANE shall

release the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit, a copy of the Sexual Assault Response

Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence Collection Form, and all evidence

collected to the appropriate law enforcement official. The official should sign for this material,

establishing a "chain of custody".
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Adequate and proper collection of specimen samples fi'orn the patient's body for forensic

analysis is essential following the medical care of the patient. Biologic evidence collection shall

be conducted in accordance with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) procedures using a

GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. This kit shall be utilized to collect samples from

the patient's body to perform semen testing through DNA analysis. A separate Drug Facilitated

Sexual Assault kit for biological specimens shall be utilized for collection of blood and urine

samples from the patient's body to determine if the sexual assault was drug facilitated. The

instruction sheet provided in each kit should be followed expiicitly for proper evidence

collection. Inadequate collection andlor preservation of evidence may hinder suspect

identification. Immediate air drying (no heat) of samples is critical for the optimum preservation

of the evidence. All labeling or identifying information must be accurately completed. The label

should include: the name of the patient, date and time of collection, sample source (or contents of

clean paper bag when clothes are collected), and person collecting the sample.

Georgia law requires consent to any and all medical procedures (O.C.G.A. $ 31-9-2).

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-9-7, the legal age of consent for medical treatment is 18. However, there

are exceptions. For tests and treatment connected with pregnancy, a female can consent

regardless of her age or marital status.

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-17-7, any minor can consent without either parent's permission to

those medical services, which deal with the treatment of a sexually transmitted disease.

Emergency cases can be rendered under implied consent.

o Pal'ment Procedures for Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner or Other Medical Providers

After completion of a forensic exam, the SANE or medical provider conducting the

medical forensic examination will complete all required documents and payment forms as

provided by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) of Georgia. The required forms

and documents will be submitted by the SANE or medical provider to the Haven Rape Crisis

Center directly for reimbursement for exam costs only'
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a

Sexual Assault Kit tracking will be provided to all victims for updates on the location and

status of sexual assault kits throughout the criminal justice process, including the initial

collection in sexual assault medicai forensic examination perfonned at medical facilities, receipt

and storage at law enforcement agencies, receipt and analysis at forensic laboratories, and any

destruction after completion of analysis.

Tracking will allow facilities performing sexual assault medical forensic examinations,

law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, the Division of Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau

of Investigation, and other entities having custody of sexual assault kits to update and track the

status and location of sexual assault kits. Victims of sexual assault will be able to anonymously

track or receive updates regarding the status of their sexual assault kits using electronic

technology or technologies allowing continuous access (O.C.G.A. 517-5-74).

.@
A crime is an illegal act or omission for which someone can be punished by the

govemment. A felony crime is a prohibited act, which carries possible punishment of one year or

more in the State Penitentiary. Under Georgia law, all felonies are in the jurisdiction of Superior

Court and are prosecuted by the District Attorney's Office for the Circuit in which the crime was

committed. The District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit prosecutes felony

cases in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

Most crime victims regard a criminal case as their case and expect the prosecutor to

pursue the case according to their wishes. Victims of sexual assault, which can include some of

the most violent and traumatic cases handled by prosecutors, are no exception to this general

rule. This sometimes results in conflict between the victim and prosecutor as to the appropriate

resolution of the criminal case. While the victim is primarily concerned only with their

individual case and feelings regarding the case, the prosecutor has taken an oath to uphold the

Constitution and laws of the United States and the State of Georgia. The prosecutor represents

the interests of the people of the State of Georgia (i.e., society as a whole) not merely the

interests of the individual victim.
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It is the ultimate legal responsibility of the prosecutor to determine the disposition of any

case. including sexual assault crimes. It is the policy of the District Attorney's Office of the

Alapaha Judicial Circuit to make such a determination after careful consideration of the feelings

and position of the victim, victim's family members and the law enforcement investigator who

has had primary responsibility for the investigation. While the majority of cases prosecuted by

the District's Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit are resolved with the agreement

of the victim, such cannot always be the case. In any event, it is the policy of the District

Attorney's Offrce to explain the reasons for disposition of cases to victims. This is especially

important when the disposition is contrary to the victim's wishes. If, after hearing the reasons, a

victim is not in agreement with the disposition of the criminal case, he or she always has the

option of filing a civil suit against the perpetrator in which the victim will be a named party and

can direct his or her private attorney as to how to proceed in that action.

a Victim Services - e of District Attornev

In 1995, the Georgia Legislature adopted the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights (Codified at

O.C.G.A. S I7-17-l).These rights include but are not limited to:

. The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any scheduled court proceedings or

any changes to such proceedings;

o The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of the arrest, release, or escape of the

accused;

o The right not to be excluded from any scheduled court proceedings, except as provided in

this chapter or as otherwise required by law;

o The right to be heard at any scheduled coufi proceedings involving the release, plea, or

sentencing of the accused;

o The right to file a written objection in any parole proceedings involving the accused;

o The right to confer with the prosecuting attorney in any criminal prosecution related to the

victim;

r The right to restitution as provided by law;

. The right to proceedings free from unreasonable deiay; and
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o The right to be treated fairly and with dignity by all criminaljustice agencies involved in the

case.

The first requirement for a victim to exercise his or her rights is to be made aware of

those rights. The District Attomey's Office of the Aiapaha Judicial Circuit provides local law

enforcement agencies an outline of those rights for distribution to crime victims. This outline is

given to the victim by the responding officer and includes the phone number of the District

Attorney's Office Victim Assistance Program for further information.

If a member of the District Attorney's Office is not called to the scene, an attempt to

contact the victim of a sexual assault will be made withi n 24 to 48 hours or at a reasonable time

once sufficient information becomes available. Incident reports from investigating law

enforcement agencies are examined daily to insure victim notification.

Upon initial contact, one of the District Attorney's Victim Advocates will attempt to

coordinate an immediate face-to-face interview and will advise the victim of his or her rights

under O.C.G.A. $ 17- 1 7 -I , et. seq. If the responding officer did not provide the victim rights

outline to the victim, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will provide that outline, as well as

a copy of a brochure explaining the criminal justice process in basic terms.

The District Attorney's Victim Advocate will also explain the availability of victim

compensation and will offer assistance with completing the application, as well as contacting the

Governor's Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Division of Victim Compensation if needed.

The District Attomey's Office appeals adverse decisions of Victim Compensation if the office

believes that the denial was made in error. At the initial meeting, as well as subsequent meetings,

the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will make reference to support services appropriate to

the needs of the victim.

Whenever possible, the District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of any proceeding in

which the release of the accused will be considered and offers the victim the opportunity to

express his or her opinion on the release of the accused pending judicial disposition. If any

accused is released on a pre-trial bond, a bond after conviction, or given a probated sentence, the
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District Attorney's Office requests of the Court to make "no contact with the victim, directly or

indirectly," a condition of the release. The District Attorney's Office further notifies the victim of

his or her right to notify the office if the accused violates the condition of release or if anyone

else subjects them to threats or intimidation. Upon a victim's written complaint of such and/or

other evidence produced, the District Attorney's Office can take action to petition the Court to

revoke bond or probation and/or bring criminal charges against such individuai.

During any hearing or trial, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate makes all reasonable

attempts, consistent with Court facilities, to ensure that the victim waits in an area separate from

the accused, his friends, and family.

Prior to disposition of the accuser's case, the prosecutor offers the victim the opportunity

to express the victim's opinion on the disposition of the case, including plea or sentence

negotiations and participation in pre-trial or post-trial diversion programs. The oppoltunity is

given for both oral opinion and also in the form of a written Victim Impact Statement from the

victim.

The District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of all hearing/court dates/post

adjudication proceedings, which can affect the custodial status or disposition of the case. This is

accomplished by both telephone contact and with written notice when possible. Victims are also

notified of appellate/parole decisions and where possible, the prosecutor assists the victim in

communicating with both the Department of Corrections (prison system) and Parole Board. The

prosecutor's office also assists the victim with enrolling in the 24 hour automated notification

system operated by the Department of Corrections to notify the victim of any escapes from

custody by the perpetrator.
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a General Procedures

After a suspect is arrested. the Magistrate Judge forwards a copy of the warant to the

District Attorney. Cases are assigned to a specific prosecutor when the warrant is received. The

District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit primarily utilizes a hybrid-vertical

prosecution case-assignment system. Therefore, the prosecutor initially assigned the case will

follow it through until its conclusion in the office. The ultimate assignment of prosecutors to a

case is the responsibility of the elected District Attorney who has that legal obligation as parl of

his official duties.

In every case which appears to be able to be resolved only by trial, as opposed to some

other disposition, the prosecutor and advocates make all reasonable efforts to visit the courtroom

with the victim when there is no court action taking place in order to acciimate the victim to the

couftroom and explain trial procedures in an attempt to raise the comfort level for the victim

under admittedly unpleasant circumstances.

Each sexual assault victim is provided the name and phone number of the prosecutor and

victim advocates assigned to his or her case, and the staff of the District Attomey's Office is

always available to advise and consult with victims, from the date of the incident, until literally

decades later when parole issues arise.

.@
There are a number of costs associated with a sexual assault, in particular the costs of

collecting evidence; hospital or health provider fees including fees for the physical examination;

lab expenses including the collection of specimens, tests for pregnancy and tests to detect the

presence of HIV antibodies; medications to prevent sexually transmitted diseases; follow-up; and

treatment for any injuries. In addition there may be costs to the victim of lost wages, and for a

family, funeral expenses.
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(1.) Pavments for Forens

When evidence relating to an allegation of rape is collected in the course of a medicai

examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime. the Georgia Crime Victims

Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be responsible for the cost of

the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the limited purpose of

collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-1)

When evidence relating to an allegation of aggravated sodomy is collected in the course

of a medical examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime

Victims Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be financially

responsible for the cost of the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the

limited purpose of collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-2)

(2.) Victims' Comnensation Fund

For other medical costs associated with the assault such as the pregnancy test, test for

HIV, emergency contraception, and treatment for any injuries, reimbursement can be claimed

through the Victims' Compensation Fund, and if an application is made and approved payment

will made directly to the hospital or other medical provider, including a Sexual Assault Nurse

Examiner. However if a victim is insured or on Medicaid, then those sources should be sought

before the Victims' Compensation Fund is used.
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We, as members of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol

Committee, hereby sign our support and commitment to the policies and procedures as

documented and set forlh herein this Protocol, to the training and implementation of such, and to

the ongoing process of facilitating through the Sexual Assault Response Team, a multi-

disciplinary, coordinated response to the crime of sexual assault and sexual assault victims.

Approved and adopted this ay of Septemberr2025.

At Large Members:

/"
strict Attorney Chase L. Studstill

ub^

=fr/-U..:*,

Chairmen, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Michelle Girtman
Executive Director
The Haven Rape Crisis Center

The Rape Crisis Center

v]
Dr. Stewart Warren, MD
Magnolia Urgent Care
Local Citizen Member Sexual Assault Health Care Professional

-l o*1{o r- apr ;cVlcp'tcl
az*u tt-\ A s sau)i otd-a;'rt 6t)er
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ATKINSO COUNTY

(' n
Honorable Carol G. Durrattce, Judge

Magistrate Court of Atkinson County

Derrick Touchton, Police Chief
Pearson Pol Depaftment

Francisco Police Chief
wil lice Depaftment

+
Moore, Sheriff

Atkinson County Sheriff s Office

B,t t'l . ,a)
Arnber DeCosta, RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health

LL/\-\_ le 4^rnJ*
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heriff
Berrien Sheriff s Office
RayHonorable Dor"rg G AS

Berrien County Magistrate Courl

Police Chief
Alapaha Police Department

Ronald Knowles, Police Ch ief
Nashville Police Department

Bowen, B , RN, County Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health

il"f 4, il"tv
Anthony Perkins, Police Chief
Enigma Police Department

S, ice Chief
Ray City Police Department
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CLINCH COUNTY

Judge ,A,,\.-rt )r {Hon
Clin

Keith Jackson, Police Chief
Homervi I le Po lice Deparlment

Raymond Peterson, Sheriff
Clinch County Sheriff s Office

0/h-^- rw
RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health

le
Magistrate Court

J
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COOK I]NTY

Stephen M. Chammoun, Chief Judge

Cook unty Magistrate Court

Audie Rowe, Pol lce

Adel Police Depaftment

voris B Chief
Sparks Police DePartment

Doug Hanks, Sheriff
Cook County Sheriff s Office

Rebecca Allgood, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health

Joe Police Chief
Police Depaftment
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LANIER

e Victoria J l, Chief Judge Ni ,S ff
Lanier County Magistrate Court Lanier County Sheriff s Office

RN
Slus Police

Lakeland Pol ice Department

Lauren Lee, RN, unty Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health
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Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
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Dba The Haven's SexualAssault Response Centet.
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Addendum 2:

Business Associate Agreement
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by the r\SSOCIATE. '"i*n"il; shall nrcan tlre u'atttlrorized ncquisitiolf ilcocss' trsc' or

clisclos0re of pl.fi rvhish "o*t*orir.r 
lhc sccrrrity or privncy of such irrformlrtioil'

l,llnthcevcrrlofa.iJreacltof.JnsecrirctlPlli,r\SSoCIAI]]shalipr'ovicer\trthoL.itv'
.,vith No[ico iLrcr.eof. N*i.. .r a Breach sl,all be in writrng and incltrrJc:: (i) tlrc idcnriticalion ol'

cnch individtial whose PI{l has bcetl, or is rcasouabiy bsliev,eci ro liltvc b':en' '''cccssctl' accln!r'ed'

oL rliscioscd clr.ing thc'Br..tftt (iij a bLici tloscripti'r' of t6c cjt'crttrtstar\cis s\rrlo\rnding t6c

l)reach; (iii) rhc dalc of d$ Si*"lit (i"; rtt. datc ol discovcly of the l]rcnclti (v) the scopc of tlrc

Ilrraclr; (vi) ASSOCrnir[-r*r]Ji* to rtr, .ltrcach 
antl tlrc idcu(ification uf thc pnrty

responsiblc for oausing l];-11"";i, ii know,u (vii) a 4escription of thc typcs of ttttsecrrrccl t'l-ll

involvc4 in the Brcach i;;, ;;,".;, socinl scouriry *rr*rbcr$, di,I "l hi,lih, ndrlrcssr;s' ncc.trnl

ournhcrs, tlingnosric ,,*r iii'r'iiity toti"s' tto'1; 1vliil nny sraps rvhiclt shurrltl bc takr:n by aRi:ctcd

irrciivi4uals to protect rf,"nirclu6 frcnr 
'utolrtlal 

l"'''" totttliitrg h'otn tlrc Bicaclt; (ix) u bLicl

dcscription ol wlirt lrsioCf tr rri is rtoing to iuvcstignte ttrc l]rcrch' to nritig*tc hnnn tcr

inilivicluals, u*tl lo l,rnl*ri "gnl"st 
any iirrrtrcr fJrcnchcsi tnd (x) thc Iutl'lc tlllci collt({{jt

infb'rrratio^ ol'a liais.n r,vhour lli ALrthoLity rn..v cottluct rvith inqtriries conccnrittg tlrc lJtcnclt'

15 ASSO(llA'lli shall sirppltrirrertL lrrry Noticc ot llit:tr';it pIt''viclcrl to Ltri; r\tttltotilf it:'

:nJbrnratioLi r,r'hich was L'ot krrouv'r nt thc tirrrtl rtf'tlir: oligirr:rl Ntltirlc i-'l llt'trltclr [rccorltus

irvailab lc,

l('lrttlrctlvt:tttrrl':rl]r.cltoh.ASSol]l^.ll.l:;!roll,lrrr)()llsll{llti.llrvillr:\rrtlrtlrily,
rriitiriatc, tir liru o;<l.otLt 

tpr,'"ri.tut.rtr, 
ar:v tlitLlnllrl t:i{cut ol r;Ltllr 

'l-ltuclr tlral i:i 16'r1;1"'11 irr

ASSO(llrt lli.

). li.se ot l,lIl. ASso(llA l'l'l sh:rJl trsc l'ltl: ii) 'solcly lbl"'\ttlholi(y's butrclit irrrtl 'tttit fr"'

rlr,; pLrrposr: r;i pcrlbr.rrrirrf ,r'rri.*, tor 
^Arrtlxrrity 

'n, *t'tl' s$rviecs ltlc ilt'fitlt'rl irr ll]rirtu-ss

Ar|arrg.cntcrrts; lnrl iii;,r,r rrcucssnrl'for tho propcr tlliulitg'ctlrcllt ittlti tt(lttliiltt{tlllit)|r ttl

Ass().lA,lIr, or. t0 cany'.,,,"io Jrr,,'' .'r.rlrrurif',itiii*'.. 1,r',rvitlcil tlrrtt srrt:lt rlri*' 0ri: ir;rrrtillr:rl

l:llLl.:t ie.Ict;il atitl l:tllt: l:til,- l:]:;c:;r: lr:..;..!t;t.rvi.itl l':x1lr,rrll5, lrct.trtitt,:.1 |tr:tcili rrl't.' t;.r1t:il-r:tl i)}
o



a l;:l:', l\S]i()r.1,\ i.], l;lil.]j llr)i il.iL] 'lt .li:;.]1tt:ii.: 1,lli liir ijl]i l)llll)llr(::; ttIlltli.lj.:tttl ilttr,;i: :;!''\ ','1i.1.i;.

.\r,,',,,ritr s.lt:lil ti'i;iirr ;ril :igi,ls irr tirc: lri ll ttLrl 111;tllir:ll itr:rt:! i lJ:;t:, ottr'rillttt ;il-(! (li'ir i/)"r" i)i t'

iij.:rrLltli.ii r.:iiitlr iIlrrrrnrtli,iri jri,,'\ss()CIAJ'11 a.l'c rrr;L l)cr'!l.tilr"(Xl tj{liosi (r./.i)rt:r;i'11;i;'iirir :t'-tri tt:

r',r'irirru lr''' i.rtilrritill'.

i. l)iscl!.r$rc ql-Lll[. S,:hict;t 1(1 ari)r ]inliiatlol.rii iL] ll]is Ag,tcctTl::rrt' z\SS()('1./t l i"irrr;'

rii.sc.l'sc PIII io ritry ttrlrii-itiiyty llersons or c;tiiies rlri lltsccsiiirry to pcrlbrn: it's obiigniirul:j !rrrriii.'

thc ilrrsi*es"^ Anangt:rrcni witl Autlior.ity onii ns penilittc(l or requirc(l lly allplicablc fcdcral t:''

stfl{e law, I?urthcr, ASSOCI^'I}. nray <liscloie l'i'lt fbr ttre propeL malrflgenlctrt 'iii'j
arlrrrinistlatiop,rf A.'.,^SOii;1f,;;;;"id.j tirat; qi;.s'ch c6scl.srrycs aIe rcqrriJ'cd hylaw;or (ti;

ASS()CIA'i'E: (a) obtlips rcasoltaUteBssur{uic$s iiu,n oty (hird patly lo.whorn the inkrrmation ji;

disclosecl lhat it rvill bc hclti confidentiaf and lurtirer usecl ancl iisclosed only as rcquiled by lai'i

ot toi ihc lntr{josc ibl l'liicii ii rvas {iscioscd lo tlre thiLtJ pilliy; (b) icqLriles the fiil.d i]alil1 r:O

ai1.ec id irnr.,:drately notiil, ASSOCIATE oi'any insrairccs of r,.ihich it is avrare '-l:al PIII is berLrg

ilse.d rr;.ilrst,iriseri ir.. a l-.,,,p..s" ihat is l1ot clh.crvrise provicler{ for in thjs Agle:emcnt oi'-(br a

jiltrposc noi cxillcssllr 1"irltir'td iry riic Privac'v Standruds; anti (c) ensiiros that all d;sclosures:l.i

irf'fi iry AS,SOCIAI-E and the thiril L-'arty comply witi the principle of "tninirnunt nsL)essaiyLlse

a'C ciisclosure," i.o., .nly 'ihe rrrinimirrn Ftit rt*tis rlecessary to acconpilsh tire inteldeC purtose

lrL{L} 1,.c (liriol{.iricd. ll ;\SSO(,lAl'F) d'isolosus pFII recciveC trom Authoritl/, r'L ctcaled rlt receiv'ec.i

i-,V ".rSS()f-;;z\Tl:l on behall of Authorit.y, ir agertts, inc]:-iding a peniritted sitbconllzic"r:1.

(r:orier:tii.ely, 'il-ecipients';), z\SSOCIATE-shall recu:re ltecipierris.io .aglee 
in vztiting to the

::aine r.csiiiclors a.nri .uniiLion. tl',at apply kr ASSOCLATII unCel lhis Agreemcnt To lh'i extell"

p.,l,r,ir,*J by 1ai,r, ASSOCIATE .tttuit^ u. lully lia:blc to A:rthorr:;' ibr arry acts, liriiu'es t;i

orr,jssioilsclilccjL.ientsil-rfi.rrrllslringtlrcscrr,icesasifthcywer'cASSoCIA.].E,sO.uv]lilctS.
i-aiiriies ,_,r r,r,,,:ssioirs ASSoclArE statl Lepon to Authcrritlr al1)/ ,.rsc or' drsciosure of PI-i-l r:ct

i;ei..ruir-et1 b), :n$ z\gt::ement, of rvhi<;h ii becomes z'-wa-.e, sLlc'r ieporl lo be made u'ilhrn Frvc (5)

ii"1a-"r assoSla;t il bcc.urir:g aware of sttcL use or discii;r;ure ASSoCIi'I1r agrees to

lliiigate. l.r thc (;X[ent prac;Lira'i{ :lrr-i- wrless othcr"vise letlut:stcd by AutrcL:-'y in wrinng' r'lty

or-o.]l.,t elfccl, lhirl ir; k,riown lo ASSOCIA'J'll ald is the resuli of :r ltse ,,rl drsclosute of PHI ir1'

ASSCi(llA'i| or F.ecipients in violatiori oItliis '\greemenL'

4.. Ildivtlual \ighrs lleg*rding Designnled Rocord sqll ii i\SSoclAT[ msintai[s a

Ilesignatcd liccora S"t *Lrehtjf of Au&ority, ASSOCIAi'E shali: (r) provide access to, 'rtrd

p"*ft i*p*"tion an1 copyr:rg of Pi-il by Anthority 0r. as diiccted by ALrthority, al incliviclt,al

i'ho is tlre subject.:f thc pi.it ,nl*.t conrlidonr and lirrilations requircd rtnder'45 CI'R Sl6'1 524,

,r-it *rf be amer.rcled fi.orn 1.inrs l0 iillrc; rur<l (ii) amerrd PHI nrairrtirirtcC b)'ASSOCIA'I'I';ii

regi.rcstej by Authorily. ASSOCtAI-lashail rcspond to atry lcqtrest ir.orn Arlthorily fr,t iilt;ess lit'

arr jrLdrvitlual wilhirr ilv" (5) Cays of such reililesl and shali tnake any ariicndnlcitL fe(lt(rsilcil 1r\

li,rLiiority r.vithi. re1 (10) rla.ys ol .suoh requcst. 
-lhe 

int'onrLatir;n siiali bc prcvided iii thr r'i.'Lir' 
" 

r

furrrat,"qr.rtetl, il it is,cariily p.ti,llicibio in strch lcLnt ctr lbt'irriit, cr iti sttnitrtit;i' il lir"

irrriiviclual'l--as agL.ccr] ir: atlva|rce 1.o acccpt thr: irf'oirLratrou itl sl.itnrnari'{iiiliL' -'\. l(:ilsLrllal)li)' "'i)s1-

basccl frc: l.,r c,:l;yirrg ttlll r:,ay bc clrarge<I. Author;Ly sll,rll ileterrnirtc tt'it':ittt:t ;t Lli:it'al i'l

ar.ry:Li.rJr;.iat,: or ;rir cxcct1i1i9,r ,,.1'1,lies. ASSOill/r'] !, s1rall rrrttily i\utlirrLil-r' *'ilhirr fivt' q1) i{'i1:'; ir/'

,.,c.ifr o{ ilry ,-('1leq- 1b16-cgs:; 3i n;:r3r}drrr";,1 hy i,n iririi'iitiLrll. ;\rrtliilrity :;ititli ii:L'l:-ttririir

rvh::tj-ict io griu,,l o;. rJciiv ;Lriy lcccss ()r' ilrlc.nrlruclrl rciltteslr"l lr'v th.: iritlivitlLLai. irljSO(ll'\'i l';

I)esigu:ltcd llecord Sct. as rccl:cstr:d lrv ;\tilhr^'rity'

/

I



e i- A'cgo-plditg o-l.L)is-!l$ttLe".s' ;\SS()1]lA,|,8 sltnll rrrakc ilvirilrrlrlc lrr AttlIrrrity itt t,cslttlttlc

tn , irqrolil {iorrr ;rLr i,r,r*i,rr"ii,''i'rr,rnrr.rricrn tr:,prirutl ftlt' ittt nccottrtlirrg ol riistl0srrtcs oi' lrl ll

rr.itlr |r;s1:,cr:: rr tlrc inrliviriLr.Ll, iI rcc.rrclrri']c \vilh 45 Ct;l{ $164'528, 0s it mny bo rrntcnrlcrl li'crtt

ii.rc to lir,rc. irrcor.l:c'r';rLrirg ,:rr;:1rti,.)irs io :itrcll llucoulttilig iicsignatctl llndOl thc tcgtrlntiotr' Sirrch

e<:r:orrll1ir,ii is lirrritcrl i,, di.scllsilrcs llrtt rvetc nratle in titc six (6) ycars priol to lhc rvqtrcst nlrtl

shlll nOt ipulrttlc ilul'riisc,losrttes tlttil rvt:ts 1i{rdg pliul'tO thc cOttrpliallcc {lill0 Ol thC I'r'iVttcy

Srarrii;rrds. ASS(lCIrVl'r sh;.:: proviilc srrr:h irtlOrnalion ttece:ssltty tO pl"vidc iln n0c()tlll{illll

rviririlr ilrii[y {30) rlays rr[ ;\Lrtlrr>r'il]"s rcqrle-st. Sttclt nccorttttinll mUSt bc providcd wirhout co$t (o

rhc i:rtiiviriLr,rl or' i1 Authorrty il ii is {lrr: [llst ac{oltnling l3{ltteste(l by an indivithial witlrirr any

:rry.:ii,o (12) r';roniti pe|iort; ltor,,,,,vei, a rcasotrable, cost'busctl lbe rnay bc chftr3ed [bL sttbse<1trt:trl'

irccounrings if ASSO(llAl'Ij iDh.:rnts Authority and ntl(hority inlorms thc individrral in sdvattsc

of rhc fcc. arr<l rhe i^r{ivi6ual is afforcled nn opporlunity to withdraw or modis lhe rcqucst' Suclr

accoLrrrting obligntiorrs shall srrrvive telmination of this Agccmant alld slrall continuc as [on!4 as

r\SSOC L{Tll trra.intains I'l.ll.

6. wirlrrlawal-ot Autlurizgjlion. Il the use or <]isclosutc of I'lll irr tliis ^'grccrrltllt is

baseci irpan n,, i,,..liuid,,il ..11fr|frJ*tltolization tbl the usc of his or her Pl'{l' aird: (i'i thc

indivickral revokss strclt art(horization in rvriting' (i$ tho eft'ective date r-;f sttcii e'utltolizatioir has

expirccl, or' (iii) lhu co'scnt ol'^uthorization ii acfective in an1' tnattnet that rendst's ii iirvalid'

ASSOCIT\'l'Ii irgrees, if it hns rtotice oi'such i.evocaliort r'rr ir'validity, To 0cit'scr th'r use rrrtl

ilist:iOsurr; of ar:y such in<liviiLral's PIIl cxcept io thc cltellt it has rclied orl srroli ''rsc r'1r

clisclo,sLrrc, or r,r,lteic atl cxccpticrn rttttlr;r llte Privacy StanCar'ds c'x!r';ssly applies

"t. llcc-Qlds and Au<liL ;\sSOCLA'[E slrali rnoks svnilable t0 the scctetary cl the l1 'S'

D"pu,,.n,tif Ft *t,1., "ffiu*on 
Scrviccs (thc "Sect'ctaty") or ils agc-nts, its inlc.lal prnctices'

ir*t,r, o,ul Leco'cls rtlnti'g to ltr3 use anC ttiSClOSuro of PHI reoeived frotn, Cro*tcd' or lecgive{l

f-.v r\S3O(llA'l'Ll ,rrr bchaif ofl;\trtlro[i:y ibr thr ]rurponc of delcrmining Alrtirority's contpliatlcc

,,.irh rh- l)rivacy Slanclar.ds ot auy otlrcr I'ealth ovcrsight agency, in a liirtc and tllanrrci

dcsign^tcti by t5c secletary. Lixccpt t:r rhc extent pLoiribilcd bv Ilu" ASStlclr\l'F' agrccs tt)

notii;, L,',l1ority imrrretlintcly ttpotl re<;c:lpt [y ASSOCIAIB of any altd alJ lctlLrcsts l-'1's1 1-r11

bciiail of any .,,d ull g,,u-r,,rircr:l riLrLho'ili0s 5orvurl L,',^ ;\SSO(JIryt'ij tbL ['lil'

E. ( ltrnfidentialitY.

g.l ASSOCIATI:: slrlli iai<e auy.si.cps lcasourl:ly Leqtrilcc{ io: (i) pLotcct I'Ill iiorrr

rurL*rtl.rcrr.izer:l r.rscs or ciisclosulcs. antl (ii) rrrairrttirr thc conflil''riltialiLy antl inti:gLity oi l'}lll'

g). l'hc parl.ics shail cornply rvjth all i'eder',rl ailtl sr;,tu lar.r's govctrttttg Llrc

cortficicntiality artd pr.ivlrcy oJ'hcaltlr inJbrrrtatiori tliitt rtr.: ilpplicabl* lo titcnt, r.isirc0li\r()ly,

i*cludiirg, rvltho'r 1ir1ita.,ior:, IiIPAA anii tlrc r'egLtl;ti-iairs prourulgared ihe|cttirtlcL' :rrltl i\lili;\
anri tltt; rcgttlatiotls lllolttLLIgalc:rl Lltci'ei'rlrk;L'

9. Ieirnr-std.i&-uuixsliglL

().) 'l lris ,,\gr.ce.icrrl slrlli crliliirclrc{r orr th,: .Liltcctjve i)al.t; arlti ',!lrll l('llr ilrr iri ' ri' i I

11;1il 11;1.y11iyr:1r.1;11 i11 .lsgrrrrjr'r1,:c .,r,,illt ilt{r lir'Lls rrJ' llris !ur:tilltt 9, gttor'it},;;l- 1i,'tl'ct'r;i, 'iliri lL;"'

Iriilrillrrii;:r slrLli r,lt :\ticri ilrc i!ij)(lctiv(i i,biilt:r1iir:,.s '.;i tit',it.,; oi' ll:c l'itttl;'; :i'l 'i;t:' ttr 'l:r ti i '

.\trl,.:L.li,cril i,Li,.:i ltr iirrr Ii{,.cLivc ti;lir. r.;i l(l,l irr,ttir)ll eil ili v"lriL'h 1'r"li 1'-r'11i :tr': i i ''t ''"i'i"" '

.r,il jr,li,,:i :' lcrtt,';.o



o -\ltillirlll.v 'rlrliii 'l'r'ii;'' 'l;lrl " ir:t'r'il':lJ 1l'i-' 't1:1'';"1:i1 
:: i " '

ii,r:,r.' iill 'ji;r. rr;,i.iitl llirili l,l '\Si!ili'f'\ i lr'

:r..ir\trtlii.ltit,!',itli1::;oli:'iisclctiuir'riill'lirrrtllcrli;ltil\'1('11!l;rii1i'ril'i:7\1111;''11"1r;'r!
),::tlj ;r,r!,., ri,r lirrllrir' ObligtttiOir: l(l /\SS{)Cli\ill li''r'i:Llrri{cr ii rl'r"'ii'ilr; iirllr"'itilr ':rrL;trrr '' 'll

liarr' ,:..'. :i ,"1 .,tt,i ';.t,:l.r.li' r'i.r,l'

i'.)ASSr.)t;]il.]l:shlil]il.lloobscl.voUi'pcrfb.lt]i:.:il]lil|..lLiltit:ttvc-;tititl'1t,./ 
:l*i:;imi;:*.;l; ::,.i1:lllllli' l: ;':;ili"'''l';'''""'u'"""'

(rr) l\ vitrii.:iri:t bv nSSO(]lA.II-i of rrrry provisiorr iri lilr: J,t.i.rl:.,, Si:illI:ir..il' .''

app}icrrlllcioilcl.llor:;tntcprivucyluwLelaIl;i,:,1o{heci].'.itlir;tr':lri
ASSOCIT\'1 i: Lrridcr riris i\gllrr:trtcrri

'l',:Iitriniiiierll rrl ihis u\gtect:tcrl': Il:L citlrer''ri liie t'v':c rlc:I'!iIls

g 3 abor,:; shall i;e .nun. 
.'ioL. 

Atrtltority to lmrncdiate ly lc|trii:rtic

r\:1;rugcrler,t irlir'suarlt to whirtir A'SSOtll;\'l l' i's crrtitlcri Lo iilccj

.'jl::ljloevcnL|lraieitilc:.Par.t1'iii.rstirrowioiigccllrrira;"t::i:ii1,.'3.1'|;r..il|tis
j\rr:roir:cirr by rlre utr.,.,: r,.,ri, a1d cure is nor possib,"l 

,!.'..,":'jl.fltcach;nl1 
l)i-iii'' :ir;rl1

irr;::lc,iia-:11,, tr'ri..-iiilz',:ii ihis z\.g:.,:eiltnr Whcn tteiihet Cltlc ilt-'t ''gi jnit;aiiC'i'' is ilrt';itrl"' tit(r ni;it-

ilc.ri;lrr,3 Pnrli' shzrll rupott tht: viclaLiori to ilie iSccictaii"'

)11,,:on[l,t'rct'titli'rt'o|tct:ii'JLrsi'r:1"-l\rtIrclr'r:rr1'-i'tit);irl\'i:rrii:;11rir'r1r'
ihirj t\rjrce tnt:tll l,v ili i;vidirrS r+r-itltrl"' rl;ilco lo tlle otll'rt i'ai-t-y

).-,, t_lpir;i re[:--rinari,rn oj ii:is i\gr.ecrnrrr{ lbr irrry lcrisl;tt, Assot]iA-1 If ::Ir''res :illtet l'l

fj,.,,!ri1 ru i\Lrl1lrrri,.,v ol fo ileSLroy"u.l l'Hl iccc:ivcti ll'cl:l r\tlti'.tity l,'t itiitcr''"i':rli: i'lllolrl:-' tr'r''

pcr.formalrcc oi'ser,vices fbt' Authotiry, llrat i.s irr lhc possession ttr cont'irl oi i\SSOClAfj: or: i::r

a._ar:nts (an4 if dilstroyc(I, f,r:viO. rvrltren ,,e,t'iottion of same) hr thc cas'' nl PllI rvhiuh i:r tiirr

jeasiLrll: r,:; "lctLtrtt ,rr' ric:-'i"';,' "\ll*<()CIAI'l; 
slrall cxrcnd the protccti'.);rs c'f lhis ;\giecnrollt ti

srrclr .'ll1 urlil linrjl {irLLht: 
-ti:es 

anrl iliscll";rrrus i-rl'sucil l)lLl it'r llt<;st' plrr}ro!t)s t}lrL lillll(e ihi)

icjILlr]t 0f cicsrrLir)iirrn intir:rslb;c, loi so lor:g as ASSOT-l/r l')r' tl';iitriairls s'rclr l)Hl :\s)t)(ll'\"'i ll

furth(il il.-q,l't:as '.r; l':ri;ri:l)' ''vilil 'lih':r'a|piii'a1)lc siiL!tj ili |l:rli:iili iuv;' rv)ricil rtl:ry rurl:iii'r e spt:li:rc

;;;;;i :!:r;Leri:r:rr, 
',.,1^.,i,,,,, 

ul ullici ::{'irlrirciil c;l:;LIt:lt l:'1i; l"iris o'.'r'iri';tt siritll sitr-'i"r'

tclit'rinar-it:r. ol 'LiLis AgLccltlcnt J(ir hxy re1's()il

l()..ils,J[f.!il$S-Jeit!..tsgd-U!4Lgl!!$*'{niltr:ri':ttltlialri'SS()(:l'r\l'Liscn;:rii';r:iiliruribirrr
ar! riot;y:iy i,r e,r,r,,,c',ilrtiTt:'t ^,,', 

ii.tru.r.,l Lor:oltnr' lt:; dclirii:c ill l6 ('l-'li q68i l (3s:rt:pli1;'1i;;

'9 r' .'11)ir,,ili as i.r "cr.yiiir-ri" r,,.1 i11e1,.ir;e tI ASSt)i.iAll'l r,l :i "sr:r viuc rrio'iirl':r'" 1)l()\:i{i'rlr'l ilri\'

servicc;-u:\LilliLr|iry) A:;SOlliA-lli:rgice:; i(): (i) l'rlly litiopl arlil tonrpLt:'''itlr li't' lir'(1 I l:lr;l('ri':;

(j(j (l1rii. i/j8i.iJ cLlt.Lr:tiil',r irr cficct lilrll;,.9:l;li,v bl:1rt,il;,tlLLlg,ilL,.tl irr tlrc I.Lrltir'r:l {ii) trlltlrl:r 1il'ri

t,lit;r 1:.rp,r'.rr-, (ii l't1.1o1.1,1;lLcliqe, or Slrcr.:iii; rrclrviiy ili::t itrtljcaLc:; tir: po:':'iirl'' ');ijLi)il!" 
ir'

i:1,.i,{i,,.1 liri;li) tiini. ls ,:r,ropli:i,:t lviiir lcii:ral |igttiir',i,;it'-s :rs {)r()rirllli-lilLtrri irt i(r (-irii a(i!i l' :'l'l

lrilj i:i,,:;;il r-cc:;:;,:;',,'rrl,i li;:ilr'tlprlltt'i.lllls i() ()lirillo :iri!l itt 'i'i'viii-'l' itrl;l rl;t"r:t" " 'r ' l

iiri. zr'.r,.ii;,;i11rl liir c!sr|1c.ti,i iti a,:i.rt<llil'ct: ',vitir ll:e il':''i lrl;t' J{'lrs : 'li rt:; li-'l I i"' t 11' 1"'t

..1r.',11. 'r'::l.rr li ti:lr'rrr 'ri;lrrii' 1': :'i::fitr;i "l tr' r'i i ri'l "r "

r'..'t)-i..1;i. tiil;i.i. l :it;ll t-it;i':rlLIt:"' 'l':t;'rrrc'i i'r il-lrlci irr!)!tliJ l rirl lt"liir ll- 'i;l :r :"lt' - :'

.t, lrr.;:r., :,.,y i1,: l l i.,g ;1"' ,':'. 
"i"1' 

ti'' i'"L tlrc lilrli ' l'LLi;: \::i':t:' tcrii i'' 1r rr' ' 'i .' i"

).,1

Sttbsr:ciiirn
i) t:sir:cs s

z\ iri h rrr: l ), ,

si:t lc' r'i h i n

tirt i;aust; :trtlt

v.: J'i![ llc'tt

o

I



I I i:rr' ,rt \iIilrrt il\'. :llr(l 1;llillli: ;11\\' ilrl liltrt' ';ll:ir': :l:; Jlllti' llL: llrri (:ll:': l'" i'r ll1 "' ) "t t '

i,li'irlir' rli,'11.

ii. [s]9rg1i{'iqrrliiUr, ASS(XliA'l'l"i slrall iudcrrrrriiy,rlr:lctttl, irrrtl lrlrlrl Ar!l{,{)i;iy: rl:' "lliii'
rlitrrt:ttu:i, t.,tlllrloYccs, agcttts, srrctre.ssol"\ all{l lrssiigrlli ltlltnlcss' Jl'tlrri arril ;ll ;i)rr''t 

"\tiy 
fi(l i'll

i"-.sr:s. ,:i,.,i,rrri, actiorrs, il,,n,n,r,lr, liabititics, t{antl11cs, 0osls, an(l cxi)cllsc:i (rr:':irrilirt;', t:''t't ' i)i

i-rrlgttrcttt.r, sqttlCIllCtlts, CoUrt (:Osls ntttl t'r:asr:ltlbl,t,itLorn.y"-' fbcs, ilrisirtg ll'lttl (rr l't:lttk:rl kr; iij

tlir) ilsf, r)a (llricl(rsurc oi l'lil irr l'iola1i,-'ll oi'llrc lctrnl; oi ilrr:; Aglcclllctrl rrl al;Ilicilblr: lrl ''' iii;
i-,i,y Llrr:it:h of ljusccqre4 lTIi causeri by ihc rc{s ot omissiirlis,.'1- t1550{-liA'1 fi; iirrcl (rii) ir'
iailulc o{ ASSOCIA't'i; tri;rpl rtl ifs cruployt:c$, sitbt:r:tlttactors, or itgetr[s lO aitidr: hy arrrl

i)omply rvit[ the ltrlvncy tf,rtc, nnA fhc Sccli'iry Rtrltrs Aulfiority shnll ltavr'; tlrc right, at its

**p.n**, tc participatc in rhc tlafcnsc crf any .loi* ut aclion lur which AliStl(jlA'l'li ttrttit

indcntuifu ,,\ii1-holitl',

12. Iio Wariirrrfv. f}ll is Pl{ovlDIrD':O ASSCCJA',1}: sol.l'LY Ol{ Ar\!Aii JS',

Ilr\Sls. t{J'f ltoluT'Y DISCLAII\4S ALi, ofLIl:tt wARRr\N]'lilS, }.)Xi)l{lls'l ot{ ll'/i'1',Ii-',1)'

ll'ic{,lll)lN-G, IJIJT NOT t,Ilv:f]:El) 'lC, IMPI.llltj ^ -\ltAllRANTI]:i':^ 
Ol;

lvlu{(ill:\.r*'l'ABiT'lTY, AND lll}l[SS FOR A PAi{i ICUI-AR ])lJRPOSE'

I3 lncliaibic Perlons. ASSOCIA'I'E Icplcsents artrl. \1"afrarlt.'i to ;\rrtbcl.iiy llial

ASSOCIf,lE;O iu ooiffitly excluciecl, clebaLred, or otltcLV\;ise ineligible io parlicipzric in aril'

i'ccicIiil l.rcalrir care plograrn as defined i[ 42 U.S.C. Secfion 1320:'-7b(1) ("thc i:cdcrLal 1];n11l11:aLc

jrrirgia:ls";: (ii) Irrs noi been convictcrl of a crimiLrai ojtcilse tciateci to rltc i-rr'oYisioll cti ireiiLili

l:art itcLrS OL Sct',riccs anC not yci bcel excitidccl, ticbrulccl, or othelrvisc clcclllctl intlligii;li: t;>

;:articipatc irr thc l,'edcLal I'lcrlthcaLe i'r'oEants, ancl (jii) is nol lnder itlverst.igatiolt ot rlti-r':Li{ise

zrrvaLc of rury c;it'crtntstances whiclr,tol''Js'rit il ASSO(lir"Tlibeinir i:xoludcd ttonl participatioir

in tire feC.'r'a1 llealthcar.e Progtalrs. I'iris sliall bc lrr origoi;'P,:(rple5elltali(trr zrtttl \vn:'rirniil

riurirrg thr ternt of tlris u\grecmc:1, arrd ASSO|IIAi'E shall inrnediatei,v n'oiii' Arrt)rorit; of an'i

.t ,u,fi* jn the starLis ,,1ill r,.pr"r"nralions a:rd warratily se1 ilrllh in tlii:' Scciion' ;\.rt-r' i;rt:ach of'

tirisiLcfio;:shailgii,eArithi;rityr'h:r'iglittotetrrr.ittatethis;\gr;crntnti:irrircdlal*i'l ibt-i:rtl'se'

1'1. ir'[:scellarrcous.

l4.l Noiices All Lrotices, lcqucsts, ,lcmattils nitLl oritcL L:l,ttttrlrtrilcaiir)r!:j lcr.llli-lc(l or

pclr.iLtcC ri: bc givcrL or r:la(l{., iln(lcf tlris Aglccrneiit sltrll l-rc iu wtitin.rl, shnll bc cl-ltclivc trrrr.:n

i*rip, ol agei{lteri clcJivtlly, atrcl shall be settt lry: (i) p':i sorrrll dtiivory; (il) cr:rtiiii:rl or

rc;isicred United Strtcs ur,lil, l.-r,,r'r l'cccipt rcqucstcd; or (iii) 
.ove 

ntighl elclivery scrvict: wiili

nrlof of cielivery. trtll"icc.s sirell irc scu! to lltc adtltcsses irelrrti'.. Ncithci l)nrly siralt L':lir';c

dclivury oJ arry lxllir:c ltctcrtrtclcL'

ifLo Auiliolity; ivlr" l(obcil (i' f ostr:L ('lrii:I

JnIirr r nal itir r l)il rt:t,:L SoLii h

(;cot1.1ia Miltiir:irl (.,r.'rtLtrl ir i.).

l\nr. I'l')'I
V*l,li;s[a. (ii\ { l {.)t).\ I l?'l

ffi

I



I I' ,,' \\Sr. )1 :l '\ ; l. I ,;, i l '.111-11ri 
r'\'1''111 ;i'; ''jr|l'u'' i lt' 'i " 

l

l'ili iiiir.:ri's l,i:'lrr':i ''\:;r':tt l' ii';1'; rrr:' i :1':''

t'.1.-). iiii,':j i\'l
\,'iilill:;til i i.loi'r.Llr '] 

I L'i l i

.\i'r.:;itii;i,: j r'.1:i:itii'r'c | )i'r'r' ii;t'

14.7 \Yal.r,er, N9 prclisi.r,r of rlris Agrcclnr:lrl {)I ill}y blc.ach thcrcoIshnll lrc ric$r 
":;i

ir,uivc(i ttlllt:si' .\uch lvitiwl'i* i,l 'u'iiirtg 
itnti si[nctl by rhc ttnrty cJtrjrntxl to ll*v<: r'rlivctl s ';"

lr.nvision or i)lr)acll. No rvoiverol'ir brciclr shnlt.corrstinrrcit wltivcr(tf or oxcllso tttly rlil'lct'*rri .r'

:l :bii(';(lilar -: lti i:li:1i.

l4.l Assignmctrt. Neithcr Patry lnny sssign,.(wlrether .by opuratiort ofj law or'

otj:cnr4sc) a'y of i; rights or delcgnte ot'suilcont;ct any of it^s obligatioss tlrrdcr tltis Allrcctttcttt

without the prior writrcn corrscrtr;f dtc nthcr Puny, Notwirtr.rtan,thlg th{ foregoing, Atrtlxrrity

.slull have thc righl t" 
"ttie;i 

iit ,itirc a,rA obligatio:rs hsrctncler lo any srrtjty thot is nrl afllliatc

i)r. :'.r{.:i,clitjor rrl.,\ritltliiii. i:ih,:riill:e pliot al::t-lval oi r\'SSLIC,L\-;ir'

1.1 .ll -\t:r,crabiii(y' t\ny p:.o.iisi..l::,:1.i.,:.i Ag'rcerrrcni t!:41 i.i c.:icr,rrincrl to l:c irivaliil .1,.

itri::11.,.-irc,.::,lri. r'vill be i'eiiccfivc io the :rl.rnt ,,i'siich clcleirrii"alii'n tvllhQtrL i'l'"rlitiiL::tit" tiri'

1.(:iirillltl,i: 1tr'Ovisior,: Of Ll::': i\gr:lCtrteltl Ol' aifec1iir{ tr:it r'aliriii'; ul eilli)''l'ri:ibili'l'C'i r'lrelr

rv;r:: i :iiir.g trt'trvjsilns.

I f .'i ,4,nrcndtttctil. 'l'lris Agr '-c,i':'.. )r:11 ir' ;;'-r,;' "': " 
trled ": ''' i v ;i i't'i'i'i'

i!!r-.::trgt:,L sigiteci by the faLtics hclcto, jl :n'i lri'1irc rc1lirii;tirirl:' 1:'iL:-ir'lgtrti':ti trri'ir'r'Lli'lj'\;1' <l:

Li(l.l 1, all: aucrtiltii cl ;ilirrlpl'cic(1 trL a lttrlitli:l iiliiii i::1"'r:-11 iltls ''\':-ret"'t]i1. iili-:i';'5is'l:ltl

;lrilt'i'\!tLii. tr-i: ir:rl:ic: 511ail 3n1e:lii ti:is Aglocnlerri ii) iilc c:\'ictil llttcs;'ill\; - ) -'r" r'1"'"'it'-' 
"'''l''

':i,rt t i 't:lr "l illiil,ll'ilil:iJl:*

I4 5 F.iltil'e rlgr'cor;ie!li 
-lhis 

ligiei:::-L';L-ll a:tci ilie iii'sittt'::s '-1r'i-11iq1;:irr;itlii) cr)ristlllLie

il-i:; l.;.r;r,rrlctc agrren.ni ir,rl,v".:,r ASSt-)l)lA ii'- lrct iL;tlir:lrii'rei:riirl;; l'-' iitl ttl,tl:.i;ls S;rr:ii1:il I r

li:is Agrccn:ct1l, alrc supcrscrL:s;rli r.t;ior t'trpLcsentatiot"l$ot llglocnl0ltls, rvhcthcrortll clr writlctt'

with rcsp(.(-t Lil :iri:il rnatters. [n ll,e cveirl oi r'.rry con{licl belrvc.cll thc ldlln:t of tlris Agrcenrcnt

:ri,,j :fre lcri,-r; ()J t,-r<: lirL:;i::l:;S Ar'l il:;gcill.c;'lr ()l my SLl0lt htCr AgfCCtrrcnt(S)' tho tctus Of thiS

n',*a*"',i shall control utllcss thc lrlrnts of Sltcl: rjiisrrress Att'ti;:t'ttti:tli-: I L ritirru- sr 'rt " i

,Jp""ii" pili omt conrpty with ttre Privncy Stsrrrl;r:,1:r iirl(],i.)r',si*.ririrv $rr'r1;,r.is, t': i'rr l':'i'lir:-

succili#rlly othcr.wise agrcc in wriling. No ortrl iJr(r':i' i l'i '|. 
r)" ; rtivi' "' ':'r; ' il': :'' ''' q::': '

;ffiil;il;;;;irfrrfii"bin4ilgorrcillcLl'ntiy 
r " i1r1,-,''i ''t r'' ritt''t ir;1riv ;r -:ri'1 ::f i I )'

,""-rair'ri is rr: Ue i,npiia,l-frunr ntc cxecrrLion ol'ilcli,;r'v,;: rlris '\g-:'i'i:t"rit'l ' 111; \'1';i;'11r;1r1 :'r

ii;l tlil l:t;ri.;iit ci. iI,l:;lLirlj r:c billtli;r3 rtlrt:r: l':i: !'liliics. tiiL;;: aii iulies ati'i r'-'j'iul r ir \(\r'i\(:L\

aild l)cr.'.)ittc{i assillrs Xo ritiL,i ltart} sirall 11; 1;1'1r-siriercd f thi[d1]'rl1y ircttctlt ir: .' 11;rri; 'lris

,ifr.,,,o,rr, rrr:r,shrii '^y 
,1.,ir.rl prrriy httv" airy r i6ir{:: .'s :r r{tstlll t'1'this 'rgtctrrlcnt'

l-|,i Crl'.i';ltilrg i,l,t.,v- f jiilj .^\iri(](]1lli:tll -siiail 11() l{.r1',(]].-litl j..., ''t,. j'i;.;1 
1.;'.' L 'r l.

,1,.:r.'r,,i,rji.j(-, ,rtrit ilrC 1,.,,,11 r,i lllC..;iitLr; iti ,r'il'r'Jl '\riillcir:r''l ]C'."tr:Li' i-ii'''t'l'r'l: i"; 'r"'il"'t ''

ir*a ,.),,'r,si,tri,,. lrrri.iiit:tiilll :|'itL \/lllrt'tl: irl: :rii'' (li:illl -'-1 lr'i"tr'll: i'r llri:' '\i :'i:t; Ii 'i :l

r:lclr:';t.ei,ircsLiyl,il tl;L; s{;tic.,tl'ii':fii:''it1 ''ilrlr):;:lliil: ':'r':")':L"ir:t'ii''\r 
lll iL''i': t"::t'!

o l,tl;rii:ri:lr, lrr:i:ci. ,\";(i,l!(.i "' 
i l til'r!' i':'!:i'i: rtt:i ''i:i'i:r.'

',,i 
j,1t;li',1;tl'.1i,'' a' ilri',' ljl i i" 'i'l: 'i:rrl 

r'l li ir 
" 

t '' ' ' ''' i

rl.- :' ,,.,ri'rt -'.'' i';r'i L l'- i'- 11 li"ilr ' : i l' l' 
'



| .\rrrlr,rriir "lr;rll lr:tic .lrir r'ipt1,t lrr l|1r11, l() il.i;{}ul't nf cntttpctctlL.}ttrir;rlit:tir'rr i'rt':;1'L' rl:'

ircl r()).rr.ir1,,:(: irrrri,/or..r,-r 3r'tlt:i'icsl;ir:'-,i1g arrrl r,rtj0irtitrg itrry srrch lllrillrlr (li:it:l0sttl': : ' l11t;2r"i 1 ';l
ii't'srrclr riiri:r' i'cli.tj'ns r\rrllrrrLity l,liell rk:cltt lq)lllopliitlc, Srrch l'iglr( ol'Attllrnr il.v t' lrr It' tr

;likij{irr,i Icr tlrc: r'r:nrcrlic-r o'rl:t:r'r.\,isr ;rr,;til;tlllt: lo Arr{hori(y at tarv ot: irt c;qrtify' /rSS(X'1A Jl:

rlxl)!...\i.ilv rr',Livc.s lhc ctclcnsc lhrt a iouccly in tlittttirgcs rvili lrr: trrictltrat'J !n(l litilititt 'vrtivt;s 
;'r'"

r'c(lul:'c,r'rt)irl irr ari aclioq lor.s1t,:t;ilic ])etiO]rlraucc ot illiurtr:ti,tn br tlrt: posti;Ul ol rr lr0tril 1:1

r\uLi',oiit),.

l4-9 Naturc ol r\p.Lc:mcrrt. Notiriug in iiis Agrecment sh$ll be cotrsIr"lecl io crciLln

(i) a p*rtpctsbin,.joint ,rcntrrr.c ot oihcr.1oiur bLriiness n:latiunship bctwcei iirc l';ttL':s o| any rrl'

thciL alfiliatt,r.- ,ii 1ii; a leltrliorrshigr of .,r,1riuv.r. a:r,1 entployee be[vccn thc l"rr lics This

A gri:cnrcnt d oe s ru) l cxprcss ot, iiniriy my 
"u,r',rnit*en 

l lo yrut ohasc or sclJ gi)o(ls or se rvicos

lri.i0 Coultetpatls''lhis ,r\gLeemellt lnay be executcd ilr one oL tititlc crlLtrrtcLlla;'h'

cach s.fl rvlricl shnll bc 4eern€{l rn {irig"ilurl, but sll of wltich tngether shall conslitrrtc orrc and t])3

san:e qlocum*ni, t,i making prcof oithis Agrcenrent, it shail not be nece.ssary to produce ot'

gccolrlt lbr.rt$re thzur onc such courllcr?arr cieouterl by the Party agaitisl wltotlr ertforcclttertt ol

ihis ;:\gr ee mt:r-L[ is sought.

IN '$rlTliLSS \yHERIlOli. the Parties havc e>lecuteci this Agreeme:".t as ol tirr Iillcctivc lJate'

A.I;'I'IiORITY

(Prirri or'Jivpc Narnc)

Chicl hrhrlraiion Oilicer
(l iile)

,\t) I ?

r\SSOCIAl'E

.lhe Batieretl Wotncl's Shcitet. lnc
dlbia Thc ljavctt's Scxtral ,\';satti
Response Centct'

nt or'l'ypc Narnr:

'ilitN

iThe ll:spital Autholity ol Valdosta irtrd

.i,ovrntlc,s Corrutv, Geolgia- dlb/a Soutlt

{,ii.rclg ia

J -llt,;:.-. _

(

Il,,L,':--p* 1*qJ
ta

I



To:

From:

Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

CERTIFICATE OF COMP I,IANCE

Director Jay Neal, Criminal Justic Coordinating Council

The Honorable Clayton A. Tomlinson, Chief Judge Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

Re SART Committee Certificate of Compliance

Date: September 30,2025

The undersigned as Chairman of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol

Committee hereby certifies that it has met at ieast once during the2025 calendar year for the

purpose of both drafting and adopting the Protocol, as well as, evaluating the effectiveness of the

Protocol and appropriately modifying and updating the same, per the mandate under O.C.G.A. $

rs-24-2(f).

This Certificate of Compliance is being submitted to the Criminal Justice Coordinating

Council (CJCC) before December 31,2025, and is in Compliance with O.C.G.A. $ l5-24-2(9)'

Respectfully submitted this 30'h day of September,2025

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill

Chairman, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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