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ORDER

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Georgia enacted O.C.G.A. 15-24-2 requiring

the establishment of a Sexual Assault Protocol; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned established a Sexual Assault Protocol committee pursuant

to O.C.G.A. 15-24-2; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has approved the attached Protocol as the protocol

for cases of sexual assault in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, this document is accepted by the

Court as the protocol to be used in responding to, investigating, and prosecuting cases arising

from an alleged sexual assault and shall be spread upon the minutes and filed with the Clerk of

the Superior Court of Atkinson County.

so oRDERED, this the I /au, 
or co/; lc/ 2025

le Clayton A. Tomlinson
Chief Judge, Atkinson County Superior Court
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Order prepared by:
Chase L. Studstill
District Attorney
Alapaha Judicial Circuit



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE TEAM PROTOCOL

This Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol (hereinafter

"Protocol") is adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A . S l5-24-2 for the pllrpose of outlining the

procedures to be used in responding to, investigating and prosecuting cases ofsexual assault. The

purpose of this Protocol shall be to ensure coordination between all agencies involved in sexual

assault cases as to increase the efficiency of all agencies handling such cases and to minimize the

stress created for the sexual assault victim by the legal and investigatory process. A failure by an

agency to follow the protocol shall not constitute an affirmative or other defense to'prosecution

of a sexual assault, preclude the admissibility of evidence, nor shall a failure bf aggf,$cf$ 1t:

follow the protocol give rise to a civil cause of action. FSlj I Ji;gq; : b;,7
filgp F e:ji. @ FFi'* FI

The protocol is intended to: *S* F ,qjr<

o Facilitate the provision of consistent, comprehensive, sensitive, and non-judffitfi 5
treatment of victims of sexual assault as they progress through the medical, law enforcement, 

;:

advocacy, and legal system.

. Standardize the collection of evidence in order to aid in the medical treatment of victims and

prosecution of cases; and,

r Develop a coordinated efforl among health providers, law enforcement personnel,

prosecutors, and victim advocates ensuring that victims receive efficient and comprehensive

medical care, evidentiary examination, emotional support, and referral information.

. Usq@sd
This Protocol will be utilized by the following agencies: Adel Police Department, Alapaha Police

Department, Atkinson Cor-rnty Health Department, Atkinson County Sheriff s Office, Berrien

County Health Department, Berrien County Sheriff s Office, Berrien County 911 Center, Clinch

County Health Department, Clinch County Sherifls Office, Clinch Memorial Hospital, Cook

County Health Department, Cook County Sheriff s Office, Cook County 911 Center, Enigma

Police Department, The Haven Rape Crisis Center, Homerville Police Department, Lakeland

Police Department, Lanier Cor-rnty Health Department, Lanier County Sheriff s Office, Lenox

Police Department, Nashville Police Department, Office of the District Attorney for the Alapaha

Judicial Circuit, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners and their supelvising physician(s), Pearson

Police Department, Ray City Police Department, South Georgia Medical Center, Sparks Police

Department, Tri-Cor-rnty 91 1 Center, Willacoochee Police Department.
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

o Monitorins the Protocol

Some members of the Sexual Assault Response Team shall meet quarterly at the Alapaha Circuit

District Attomey's Office or other designated piace to review current sexual assault

investigations relative to the implementation and utility of the sexual assault protocoi. Any team

member involved in the investigation shall be invited to attend. The mission of the Sexual

Assault Response Team shall conduct full reviews of sexual abuse, exploitation , andlot neglect

allegations and to develop effective and efhcient responses. All members of the Sexual Assault

Response Team agree that all information discussed and/or obtained in these case review

meetings will remain confidential except as authorized or as required for the purposes of a

criminal investigation and/or prosecution as otherwise required by law.

The sexual assault protocol committee shall meet annually to evaluate the effectiveness of the

protocol and to recommend measures to improve compliance. (O.C.G.A. S 15-24-2). Members of

the Committee wanting to recommend improvements are encouraged to do so in writing with

fellow members in order to effectively communicate annual compliance. Attendance may be

achieved electronically at the request of a member.

DEFINITION OF SEXUAL ASSAULT

Sexual assault is defined as sexuai contact or intimacy initiated by one or more persons against

another without their consent. This includes instances where victims are unable to give consent

due to age or mental or physical incapacity. Sexual assault does not discriminate among race,

sex, sexual orientation, socio economic class or age. Persons may be sexually assaulted by

strangers, acquaintances, or members of their family.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-70(3), "sexual assault" means rape, sodomy, aggravated sodomy,

statutory rape, child molestation, aggravated child molestation, sexual assault against a person in

custody, sexual assault against a person detained in a hospital or other institution, sexual assault

by a practitioner of psychotherapy against a patient, incest, bestiality, sexual battery, and

aggravated sexual battery.
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PROCESS OF CASE MANAGEMENT

Sensitivitv to the Needs of Victims

Ensuring that sexual assault victims will be treated with sensitivity and compassion requires that

victim services, law enforcement, medical, and prosecutorial personnel be aware of the special

needs of these victims.

Victims of violent crimes, not only must cope with the physical trauma perpetrated against them

but they must also deal with the emotional and psychological repercussions of the crime. The

emotional and psychological repercussions of a sexual assault can be devastating. The

humiliation and degradation victims may feel often are compounded by feelings of guilt. Often

society perpetuates the m1'th that sexual assault victims somehow are responsible for the crime

committed against them or that they must act in a certain manner following the assault. For this

reason, victims of sexual assault often are reluctant to report the crime, and therefore, must

receive immediate support from agency personnel if they choose to report.

While victims of sexual assault may feel guilty, frightened, ashamed, dirly, angry,

anxious, embarrassed, or any number of other emotions, it is important to remember that there is

no "typical" way for victims to feel, teacl, or look after a sexual assault. Some victims may

appear to be calm while others may look visibly upset or enraged.

Victim confidentiality should be strictly protected. Professional staff should make direct

inquiries of the victim regarding how to address the disclosure of confidential infonnation.

Assumptions should not be made concerning whether it is appropriate to disclose information to

family, friends, employers, andlor educational providers about the assault or the victim's sexual

preference.
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. WBgpq!
In most cases, the victim usually makes the first report of a sexual assault to a dispatch or

emergency communications center (911). Dispatch or communications center staffers are critical

in aiding the victirn to regain control and composure after an assault.

If the victim is the caller, the dispatcher should:

. Obtain the victim's name and location immediately.

o Determine if the victim is currently safe and whether or not the victim needs immediate

medical attention.

o Dispatch the appropriate law enforcement units, and, if necessary, emergency medical help.

o Assure the victim that help is coming, and instruct the victim not to eat, drink, bathe,

urinate, or douche.

. Ask victim if they are still wearing the same clothing they were wearing during the

assault. If they are, tell the victim not to change and come as they are. If they are not wearing the

same clothing, instruct the victim to leave the clothing as is and in its present location.

. Advise the victim not to move or touch anything at the assault location and not to disturb

items used as weapons.

Once the victim decides he/she wants a sexual assault examination, and law enforcement

determines that The Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate and a SANE will be needed, law

enforcement will inform the dispatcher to notify the on-call Haven Staff.

''JANE DOE'' REPORTING

A sexual assault victim shall have the right to have a medical forensic examination

regardless of whether the victim participates in the criminal justice system or cooperates with

law enforcement in pursuing prosecution of the underlying crime (O.C.G.A. S 17-5-72). Pursuant

to O.C.G.A . g 17-5-74, the tenn "unreported sexual assault kit" means a sexual assault kit

collected from a victim who has consented to the collection of the sexual assault kit but who has

not reported the alleged crime to law enforcement'
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If a sexual assault victim calls 911 or the Crisis Hotline requesting a medical forensic

examination for sexual assault, but does not wish to make a report to law enforcement, dispatch

is to contact the appropriate law enforcement agency. A Haven Rape Crisis Advocate and a

SANE rryill aiso be contacted. The victim will be directed to the Haven Rape Crisis Center for a

medical examination. Evidence will be collected and a GBi Sexual Assault Evidence Collection

Kit will be compieted. The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be iabeled by the

SANE with the victim's information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law

Enforcement Officer. The Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information

sheet regarding the sexual assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet

shall include the victim's sex, date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the

victim's name. The GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law

enforcement to the GBI Crime Laboratory.

If the victim goes to the hospital requesting a medical forensic examination for sexual

assault, but doesn't want to make a report to law enforcement, the hospital shall contact the

appropriate law enforcement agency and a Haven Rape Crisis Advocate. The Advocate will then

contact the on-call SANE. If needed, the Advocate will transport the victim to the Haven Rape

Crisis Center for the examination after the victim has signed a confidentiality agreement'

Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be completed.

The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the SANE with the victim's

information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law Enforcement Officer. The

Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information sheet regarding the sexual

assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet shall include the victim's sex,

date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the victim's name. The GBI

Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law enforcement to the GBI Crime

Laboratory per current GBI policies and procedures.

If the victim does not cooperate with law enforcement in the investigation or prosecution

of a sexual assault, the investigating law enforcement agency shall maintain any physical

evidence collected as a result of such sexual assault that contains biological material, including,

but not limited to, stains, fluids, or hair samples that relate to the identity of the perpetrator of the
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sexual assault, for not iess than 12 months from the date any such physical evidence is collected

(o.c.G.A. $l 7-s-72(b)).

A sexual assault victim shall not be required to pay, directly or indirectly, for the cost of a

forensic medical examination. The cost of a forensic medical examination shall be paid for by

the Georgia Crime Victims Emergency Fund (O.C.G.A. $17-5-72)

No prosecuting attorney, investigating law enforcement agency, or government official

shall ask or require any victim of a sexual assault to submit to a polygraph examination or any

other truth-telling device as a condition precedent to investigating a sexual assault. The refusal of

a victim to submit to a polygraph examination or any other truth-telling device shall not prevent

an investigation or prosecution of any sexual assault (O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-73). At the time of

medical forensic examination, no alleged victim shall be required to assign or waive any rights

afforded to him or her in the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights or that might prevent the alleged

victim from seeking relief from the Crime Victims Compensation Board (O.C.G.A. $ 35-1-2)'

a Notifica n of On-call Sexual Assault Team

If the victim is at the medical facilitv:

Hospitals receiving patients reporting incidents of sexual assault shall immediately

contact law enforcement in accordance with O.C.G.A. $ 31-7-9 mandating all non-accidental

injuries be reported. Patients will retain the right to initiate, participate in, and/or cooperate with

any law enforcement investigation of such assault.

o The nursing staff should contact the appropriate 9 i 1 Dispatch and The Haven Rape Crisis

Center at 229 -244-17 65 .

o The E.R. physician or physician extender will provide a medical screening examination'

o If no treatment is indicated in the Emergency Department and a SANE is on-call then the

patient will be escorted to The Haven Rape Crisis Center by the responding law enforcement

agency for a medical forensic examination and evidence collection if within the 120 hour time

frame.
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. If the patient has obvious injuries or requires medical treatment in the Emergency

Department, the responding law enforcement agency will contact the on-call Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate who will contact the on-cali SANE. The medical forensic examination will be

performed at the hospitai.

o If there is no SANE on-call, then the emergency deparlment will proceed with the medical

forensic examination and evidence collection.

o if the victim is not able to give consent for the medical forensic examination or cannot make

a repoft to law enforcement based on their cognitive, developmental, or physical disability, it is

essential to find out if the victim has a legal guardian and, if so, who the legal guardian is for the

victim that can provide consent for medical procedures. The medical forensic examination can be

conducted in emergency situations.

If the victim is at the scene:

. The incident is reported through the appropriate 911 Center and forwarded to a law

enforcement agency. Law enforcement will request 911 to contact The Haven Rape Crisis Center

via crisis line at 229-244-1765.

o Uniformed patrol is dispatched to the victim.

o Uniformed patrol advises his/her supervisor of facts and the determination is made whether

to contact the on-call Detective/Investigator and the on-call Haven Rape Crisis Advocate'

o The Appropriate 911 Center notifies the Detective/Investigatory and Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate. If there is a SANE on-call, the Advocate will contact the on-call SANE. Response

time for the Advocate is no more than 45 minutes following initial notification. Response time

for the on-call SANE is no more than 60 minutes following initial notification.

o If a SANE is on-call, the victim should be transported to The Haven Rape Crisis Center. If

the victim has visible physical injuries, then the victim should be transported to the nearest

available medical facility capable of providing basic life support.

o If a SANE is not on-call, then the victim should be transported to an emergency room to

proceed with the examination and collection of evidence.
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r If the victim is a child (Under 12 Years Old):

In any case in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, or Lanier Counties (The Alapaha Judicial

Circuit) where any child under 72 yearc of age presents to law enforcement or DFCS with an

acute sexual assault case (defined as any type of penetration within 72-96 hours for any chiid

under 12) the following protocol shall be followed:

The Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes County (hereinafter "CAC") shall be contactedo

via their crisis line at 229-300-4366

o The CAC Representative will determine that the case meets the above criteria and will

contact the on call Pediatric SANE nurse, Forensic Interviewer with the Child Advocacy Center,

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill, or any other Assistant District Attorney. A victim advocate

from the District Attorney's office may also be contacted.

o An interview of the child will be conducted at the Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes

County following the Forensic Interview Protocol by a Forensic Interviewer from the CAC. The

on-call forensic interviewer has 15 minutes to respond to the initial notification/call. Once the

forensic interviewer completes the screening process, the forensic interviewer has one hour to

arive on-site at the CAC to conduct the forensic interview. Discretion will be used by the on-call

forensic interviewer whether a forensic interview will be conducted after l1:00PM'

o The on call Pediatric SANE nurse will be present for this interview along with other

members of the MDT team.

. After the forensic interview of the child, the child will be transported to the appropriate

faciiity and a sexual assault exam will be conducted by the on call Pediatric SANE.

. The CAC agrees to provide a copy of the interview notes to the on call Pediatric SANE nurse

and the on call Pediatric SANE nurse agrees to provide a copy of the medical history to the

CAC.
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o If the victim is a child (12 Years Old or Older):

For any case involving a child l2 years of age or older, Law Enforcement shall contact

the Haven Victim Advocate via crisis line at 229-244-1765 as usual per the SART Protocol.

Should Law Enforcement believe that a Forensic Interview is needed prior to the SANE exam,

they shall contact The Children's Advocacy on call line a:229-300-4366.

If the abuse occurred greater than 96 hours prior to the disclosure of said abuse, a non-

emergent exam can be conducted at the Lowndes CAC (3325 Skipper Bridge Road,

Valdosta, Georgia) by a medical provider. Most chiidren with current marks, bruises, or other

visible palpable injuries may have a non-acute exam at the CAC. If a child/teen has burns or

broken bones due to possible physical abuse, they will need to be seen in the nearest Hospital

Emergency Department. If the child is younger than three years of age, they may require an

x-ray or MRI at the hospital. Law Enforcement and DFCS may call the CAC main phone

number at229-245-5364 to schedule a non-emergent exam.

Law Enforcement Agcney Bgslg.u.lg!

The of Law Enfo ement

Law enforcement officers play a crucial role in overcoming a victim's psychological

hurdles and obtaining a victim's cooperation in a sexual assault investigation. Since a victim's

ability to cope with the crime and its aftermath may prove critical to the ultimate success of

criminal prosecution, it is imperative that law enforcement agencies treat the victim of sexual

assault with the utmost compassion.

Law enforcement officers must remain sensitive to the individuality of each victim and

the massive impact a sexual assault may have upon the victim and the victim's family and

friends. Law enforcement officers should take into account not only the particular assault

suffered by each victim, but the victim's age, physical abilities and culture (e.g.,

cognitive/developmentally and physical disability considerations, deaf/hard of hearing

considerations, elderly considerations. lesbian/gaylbisexual/transgender/queer/ questioning
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(LGBT+) considerations. male victirn considerations, African American considerations,

immigrant and refugee considerations, Latino/Hispanic considerations, sex trafficking victims

considerations, and laith considerations).

o The Resnondine Law Enforcement Officer

The first law enforcement officer to reach a sexual assault victim is usually a uniformed

officer. This officer, as with others who investigate the case, should quickly develop a positive

rapport with the victim while initiating the gathering of evidence.

(1.) Immediate ResPonse

o The responding officer should first address the victim's physical and medical needs.

Emergency first aid should be offered, if necessary, while awaiting an emergency medical

response unit.

o The responding officer should be calm, sympathetic and understanding. To increase the

victim's emotional comfort and security prior to a transfer to a medi cal facllityl Rape Crisis

Center, the officer should explain to the victim the actions anticipated on the victim's behalf,

including a physical examination.

. The officer should also ask the victim to refrain from washing, showering, brushing teeth,

using a mouthwash, smoking, eating, chewing gum, breathe mints, hard candy, drinking,

douching, urinating, or defecating to prevent the loss of valuable physical evidence. The

evidentiary importance of preserving personal clothing and articles from the crime scene should

be explained. Even if a victim has bathed, douched, or changed clothing, the officer should

transport the victim to the appropriate medical facility for a medical forensic examination.

o The responding officer should also ask the victim basic questions about the sexual assault.

Not more than two officers should conduct questioning in the greatest privacy available, and

questioning should be limited in scope to mucial information immediately needed by law

enforcement.

o The crime scene will be processed per the investigating agency's operating policy.
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. If the responding officer proceeds to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center where the

victim is taken, the officer should:

a. Remain at the medicai facility/ Rape Crisis Center until the investigating law

enforcement officer(s) has arrived; and

b. Thoroughly brief the investigating law enforcement officer(s) on any information

about the victim, the assault, the assaiiant, and the crime scene, which the officer has

obtained. These briefings should take place in a private setting where other patients or

hospital personnel cannot overhear confidential information.

(2.) Delaved Reportine

Forensic evidence may remain for a general time period of up to 120 hours in the victim's

body or there may be evidence of tearing or other internal abrasions. For this reason, the victim

should be encouraged to seek medical care. A medical forensic examination includes the

collection of medical history to guide the medical provider, such as a SANE or other qualified

individual, in delivering medical care tailored to address the specific inquiries and medical needs

of the patient. The medical forensic examination provides treatment including but not limited to

prophylaxis, Safety Plan Assessment, Fatality/Risk Assessment, Mental Health Assessment for

Rape Trauma Syndrome, STI testing, Strangulation Assessment, and Intimidate Partner Violence

(IPV) Assessment.

(3.) The Medical Examination and Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers should not be present during the medical examination of a

sexual assault victim, unless there is a specific evidentiary or investigative necessity that requires

their attendance. Any person, particularly a sexual assault victim, deserves a personal

examination free of unnecessary, non-medical strangers.

a

l. An Investigator will usually be summoned to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center

where the victim has been taken. The Investigator should respond immediateiy to the facility.

The Investigator should conduct a thorough interview with the victim and should document the

facts of the investigation and, if necessary, request The Haven Rape Crisis Center record the

interview with both audio and video equipment'
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Durins initial con the Investisator shou td:

. Clearly identify himself/herself to the victim

. Verify the information obtained by the dispatcher and/or responding officer which may help

the police locate the suspect;

o Attempt to explain to the victim what is being done on the victim's behalf

. Inform the victim that another interview may be conducted at a later time.

o Interviews conducted by SANEs should be limited to medical history and sexuai assault

history pertinent to guiding the exam only and for the purpose of any medical diagnosis and

treatment. It is imperative that every SANE remains focused on their role as a medical

professional, while also protecting the privacy and confidentiality of the patient in their care.

o The victim's interview at The Haven Rape Crisis Center may be video/audio recorded with

informed consent. It will ultimately be left up to the victim/patient whether they wish to have

their Medical forensic history recorded. Notice to the victim shail be accomplished by placing at

least one sign, printed in both English and Spanish, in the area where the interview shall be

conducted advising the victim that the interview may be video/audio recorded. Victims may be

asked to sign a written form consenting to the video/audio recording of the interview. If a victim

choses to not have his/her medical forensic history recorded then every effort should be made to

notify the assigned law enforcement Investigator in order to aliow their presence for the medical

forensic history interview.

o The Investigator may consult with the victim advocate to explain the actions being taken by

the police and to seek their cooperation and assistance in future contacts with the victim.

o Transportation arrangements will be made to a safe location for the victim.

. The Investigator should verify that the chain of custody of the evidence obtained at the

medical facility/Rape Crisis Center is maintained conectly. The Investigator should ensure that

all evidence collected is inventoried and prepared for transfer to the crime laboratory if

appropriate. Investigators should confirm with the evidence custodian that the evidence is

transferred to the lab in a timely manner.
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a Victim Follow Up:

The primary law enforcement officer will keep in touch with the victim as needed and as

is applicable for the investigation process. The primary law enforcement officer should refer the

victim to a Victim Advocate as determined necessary by the investigator.

o The Case Report:

The primary investigation officer in a sexual assault case has the crucial responsibility of

compiling all the infomration learned through the investigation. The case report will be the main

source of information for the prosecutors handling the case. Therefore, it is imperative that every

effort is made to be as thorough, accurate and informative as possible in building the report.

a

Although several different agencies come in contact with sexual assault victims at various

stages after a sexual assault is reported, the Haven Rape Crisis Center is the coordinating agency

for sexual victims, providing consistent support, consistent treatment, and advocacy throughout

the process. The Haven Rape Crisis Center provides emotional support and crisis intervention to

sexual assault victims and their families.

. Isilia]ssro.use
The safety and well-being of the victim should be the first concern of the victim service

provider. The role of the victim service provider is to:

o With the consent of the victim, help identify and address the immediate concerns of the

victims, (e.g., are they in a safe place, are there family and friends whom the victim wishes to be

contacted, are medical care or transportation to the hospital needed, is clothing needed to wear

home from the hospital);

o Instruct the victim to not destroy evidence by eating, drinking, bathing, urinating, douching ,

or washing clothes;

. Provide emotional support and crisis intervention to victim and their families;

o Be present during medical forensic examination (at the request of the SANE and/or victim);

and

o Help affange transpoftation to and from the hospital or medical facility;
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For their own safety, and to avoid interfering with the investigation, victim advocates

shall not go to the crime scene unless accompanied by law enforcement. Victim advocates are

not investigators or attorneys and do not investigate cases or give legal advice. The advocate at

no time will ask the victim questions related to the details of the assault. The role of the victim

advocate should be expiained to the victim. The advocate should determine whether the victim

wishes to receive victim services.

Sexuai offenders may be predatory and/or serial offenders. As such, any notification of a

sexual assault to the advocate should be reporled to the appropriate law enforcement agency'

While the victim may decide not to pursue a crirninal complaint of the incident, it may be

important to other ongoing investigations that law enforcement is made aware of the assault.

o Basic Services

Rape Crisis Advocates need to achieve an effective balance between advocating for

victims and working within the parameters of the criminal justice system. Basic services

provided by the Rape Crisis Center to victims" their families and friends may include:

. On-site examination room for use by Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners for medical

assessment, medical treatment, proper support assessments, and collection of evidence;

o A twenty-four hour crisis line;

r Accompanying a victim to a medical facility and providing support throughout the

medical examination;

. Provide clothing and hygiene items;

. If a survivor wishes the assistance, an advocate will accompany the survivor for any follow-

up medical visits;

r Throughout and after the medical visit, advocates help survivors deal with symptoms of

anxiety, fear, depression, loss ofcontrol, and decreased assertiveness;

o Advocates may accompany victim during initial police contact at medical facility;

o Video interviewing facilities for interviewing the victim;

. Victims will be referred to a counseling service. Valdosta State University students will be

made aware of counseiing services offered by the university;
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o Victims will be offered the choice to participate in support groups provided free of charge by

the Haven Rape Crisis Center;

o Advocates provide victims with assistance in understanding reporting options, victims'rights,

filing for crime victims' compensation, support throughout the prosecution of the case and

accompaniment to court;

. Information and referral to community resources; and

o Staff or volunteers will interact with agencies and individuals on behalf of sexual assault

victims in order to achieve a particular goal or results.

The advocate needs the cooperation of many other agencies to provide information and

support. Networking and maintaining effective lines of communication with law enforcement,

medical, prosecutorial, criminal justice, and other social selice organizations are essential.
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o Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Resnonse

The role of the medical forensic personnel is to provide a timely, high-quality rnedical

forensic examination that can potentially validate and address sexual assault patients' concerns,

minimize the trauma they may experience, and promote their healing. At the same time, it can

increase the likelihood that evidence collected will aid in criminai case investigation, resulting in

perpetrators being held accountable and fuither sexual violence prevented. The main role of the

medical forensic personnel shall always relate to treatment and assessment rather than forensic in

collecting and preserving evidence. Medical forensic examinations shall be performed by a

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner ("SANE"), physician, nurse practitioner or physician's assistant

("PA") trained in performing such exams.

Medical forensic examination resnonsib ities include:

o Obtaining informed consent from the patient for the medical forensic examination,

documentation and evidence collection

o Gathering the medical forensic history Conducting a medical physical examination

Coordinating treatment of injuries Documentation of biologic and physical findings Collection of

evidence from patient Documentation of findings

o Providing information, treatment, and referrals for STis, pregnancy Follow-up as

needed for additional treatment and/or collection of evidence Providing testimony at trial.

The Medical Forensic Examinationa

r Who Mav Reouest an Examination

With the consent of the patient, medical forensic examinations can be performed at the request of

(1) a Law Enforcement Agency, (2) the District Attorney's Office, (3) the Medical Examiner or

County Coroner's Office, (4) a Hospital, (5) Pursuant to a Court Order, or (6) at the

Patient's/Victim's Request Pursuant to O.C.G.A . 5I7 -5-12'
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a Procedures for the Fl,xamination

In order to preserve the patient's dignity and confidentiality, all aspects of the medical

forensic examination, including consent, medical history, and details of the assault, will be

conducted in a private office or secluded space. A trained victim advocate will be available to

accompany the patient and offer emotional support during the examination. The advocate will at

no time ask the patient questions related to the details of the assault. After explaining to the

patient the details of the examination, additional consents are obtained, a secondary assessment

is performed, and the history of the patient and the assault are taken. Note that while it is

important to document the history of the patient and the assault as completely as possible, the

examiner should not inquire about or document irrelevant aspects of the patient's sexual history.

After completing the documentation for this phase, a serum or urine pregnancy test is ordered on

women with childbearing capabilities. The SANE shall perform a complete medical forensic

examination and upon completion, provide the patient with the proper precautionary medications

to help guard against certain sexually transmitted diseases and Plan B birth control medication.

These medications are prescribed by the physician supervising the SANE. The SANE shall

complete the Sexual Assault Response Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence

Collection Form and return it to the Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate within 5 business days.

Said form wili then be made available to the Investigator and Prosecutor.

a

Any forensic evidence collected within 120 hours of a sexual assault should be

documented in the Georgia Bureau of Investigation/Division of Forensic Sciences Sexual

Assault Evidence Collection Kit (GBVDOFS). The findings of the exam should be documented

completely, noting injuries on the relevant anatomical diagrams. After the examination and

evidence collection are completed, the examiner should checkthe labeling of all evidence and

package it as instructed in the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. The SANE, shall

release the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit, a copy of the Sexual Assault Response

Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence Collection Form, and all evidence

collected to the appropriate law enforcement official. The official should sign for this matedal,

establishing a "chain of custody".

Page 17 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2A25-2026

Adequate and proper collection of specimen samples from the patient's body for forensic

analysis is essential following the medical care of the patient. Biologic evidence collection shall

be conducted in accordance with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) procedures using a

GBi Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. This kit shall be utilized to collect samples from

the patient's body to perform semen testing through DNA analysis. A separate Drug Facilitated

Sexual Assault kit for biological specimens shall be utilized for collection of blood and urine

samples from the patient's body to determine if the sexual assault was drug facilitated. The

instruction sheet provided in each kit should be followed explicitly for proper evidence

collection. Inadequate collection andlor preservation of evidence may hinder suspect

identification. Immediate air drying (no heat) of samples is critical for the optimum preservation

of the evidence. All labeling or identifying information must be accurately completed. The label

should include: the name of the patient, date and time of collection, sample source (or contents of

clean paper bag when clothes are collected), and person collecting the sample.

Georgia law requires consent to any and all medical procedures (O.C.G.A. $ 3l-9-2).

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-9-7, the legal age of consent for medical treatment is 18. However, there

are exceptions. For tests and treatment connected with pregnancy, a female can consent

regardless of her age or marital status.

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-17-7, any minor can consent without either parent's permission to

those medical services, which deal with the treatment of a sexually transmitted disease.

Emergency cases can be rendered under implied consent,

o Payment Procedures for Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner or Other Medical Providers

After completion of a forensic exam, the SANE or medical provider conducting the

medical forensic examination will complete all required documents and payment forms as

provided by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) of Georgia. The required forms

and documents will be submitted by the SANE or medical provider to the Haven Rape Crisis

Center directly for reimbursement for exam costs only.
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o State-Wide Sexual Assault Kit Trackins System:

Sexual Assault Kit tracking will be provided to all victims for updates on the location and

status of sexual assault kits throughout the criminal justice process, including the initial

collection in sexual assault medical forensic examination perfonned at medical facilities, receipt

and storage at law enforcement agencies, receipt and analysis at forensic laboratories, and any

destruction after completion of analysis.

Tracking wili allow facilities performing sexual assault medical forensic examinations,

law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, the Division of Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau

of Investigation, and other entities having custody of sexual assault kits to update and track the

status and location of sexual assault kits. Victims of sexual assault will be able to anonymously

track or receive updates regarding the status of their sexual assault kits using electronic

technology or technologies allowing continuous access (O.C.G.A. 5 17-5-74).

o Prosecution Resnonse

A crime is an illegal act or omission for which someone can be punished by the

goverrrment. A felony crime is a prohibited act, which carries possible punishment of one year or

more in the State Penitentiary. Under Georgia law, all felonies are in the jurisdiction of Superior

Court and are prosecuted by the District Attorney's Office for the Circuit in which the crime was

committed. The District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit prosecutes felony

cases in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

Most crime victims regard a criminal case as their case and expect the prosecutor to

pursue the case according to their wishes. Victims of sexual assault, which can include some of

the most violent and traumatic cases handled by prosecutors, are no exception to this general

rule. This sometimes results in conflict between the victim and prosecutor as to the appropriate

resolution of the criminal case. While the victim is primarily concerned only with their

individual case and feelings regarding the case, the prosecutor has taken an oath to uphold the

Constitution and laws of the United States and the State of Georgia. The prosecutor represents

the interests of the people of the State of Georgia (i.e., society as a whole) not merely the

interests of the individual victim.
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It is the ultimate legal responsibility of the prosecutor to determine the disposition of any

case. ilcluding sexual assault crimes. It is the policy of the District Attorney's Office of the

Alapaha Judicial Circuit to make such a determination after careful consideration of the feelings

and position of the victim, victim's family members and the law enforcement investigator who

has had primary responsibility for the investigation. While the majority of cases prosecuted by

the District's Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit are resolved with the agreement

of the victim, such cannot always be the case. In any event, it is the policy of the District

Attorney's Office to explain the reasons for disposition of cases to victims. This is especially

important when the disposition is contrary to the victim's wishes. If, after hearing the reasons, a

victim is not in agreement with the disposition of the criminal case, he or she always has the

option of filing a civil suit against the perpetrator in which the victim will be a named party and

can direct his or her private attorney as to how to proceed in that action.

a Victim - Office of District Atto rnev

In 1995, the Georgia Legislature adopted the Crime Victims' BiU of Rights (Codffied at

O.C.G.A. S 17-17-1).These rights include but are not limited to:

o The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any scheduled court proceedings or

any changes to such proceedings;

o The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of the arrest, release, or escape of the

accused;

o The right not to be excluded from any scheduled court proceedings, except as provided in

this chapter or as otherwise required by law;

o The right to be heard at any scheduled couft proceedings involving the release, plea, or

sentencing of the accused;

r The right to file a written objection in any parole proceedings involving the accused;

o The right to confer with the prosecuting attorney in any criminal prosecution related to the

victim;

. The right to restitution as provided by law;

o The right to proceedings free from unreasonable delay; and
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. The right to be treated fairly and with dignity by all criminal justice agencies invoived in the

case.

The first requirement for a victim to exercise his or her rights is to be made aware of

those rights. The District Attorney's Office of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit provides local law

enforcement agencies an outline of those rights for distribution to crime victims. This outline is

given to the victim by the responding offrcer and includes the phone number of the District

Attorney's Office Victim Assistance Program for further information.

If a member of the District Attorney's Office is not called to the scene, an attempt to

contact the victim of a sexual assault will be made within 24 to 48 hours or at a reasonable time

once sufficient information becomes available. Incident reports from investigating law

enforcement agencies are examined daily to insure victim notification.

Upon initial contact, one of the District Attorney's Victim Advocates will attempt to

coordinate an immediate face-to-face interview and will advise the victim of his or her rights

under O.C.G.A. $ 17-17-1, et. seq. If the responding officer did not provide the victim rights

outline to the victim, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will provide that outline, as well as

a copy of a brochure explaining the criminal justice process in basic terms.

The District Attorney's Victim Advocate will also explain the availability of victim

compensation and will offer assistance with completing the application, as well as contacting the

Governor's Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Division of Victim Compensation if needed'

The District Attomey's Office appeals adverse decisions of Victim Compensation if the office

believes that the denial was made in error. At the initial meeting, as well as subsequent meetings,

the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will make reference to support services appropriate to

the needs of the victim.

Whenever possible, the District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of any proceeding in

which the release of the accused will be considered and offers the victim the opportunity to

express his or her opinion on the release of the accused pending judicial disposition. If any

accused is released on a pre-trial bond, a bond after conviction, or given a probated sentence, the
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District Attorney's Offrce requests of the Courtto make "no contact withthe victim, directly or

indirectly," a condition of the release. The District Attorney's Office further notifies the victim of

his or her right to notify the office if the accused violates the condition of release or if anyone

else subjects them to threats or intimidation. Upon a victim's written complaint of such and/or

other evidence produced, the District Attorney's Office can take action to petition the Court to

revoke bond or probation and/or bring criminal charges against such individual.

During any hearing or trial, the District Attomey's Victim Advocate makes all reasonable

attempts, consistent with Court facilities, to ensure that the victim waits in an atea separate from

the accused, his friends, and family.

Prior to disposition of the accuser's case, the prosecutor offers the victim the opportunity

to express the victim's opinion on the disposition of the case, including plea or sentence

negotiations and participation in pre-trial or post-trial diversion programs. The oppoltunity is

given for both oral opinion and also in the form of a written Victim Impact Statement from the

victim.

The District Attomey's Office notifies the victim of all hearing/court dates/post

adjudication proceedings, which can affect the custodial status or disposition of the case. This is

accomplished by both telephone contact and with written notice when possible. Victims are also

notified of appellate/parole decisions and where possible, the prosecutor assists the victim in

communicating with both the Department of Corrections (prison system) and Parole Board. The

prosecutor's office also assists the victim with enrolling in the 24 hour automated notification

system operated by the Deparlment of Corrections to notify the victim of any escapes from

custody by the perpetrator.
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a General Procedures

After a suspect is arrested. the Magistrate Judge forwards a copy of the warant to the

District Attomey. Cases are assigned to a specific prosecutor when the warrant is received' The

District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit primarily utilizes a hybrid-vertical

prosecution case-assignment system. Therefore, the prosecutor initially assigned the case will

follow it through until its conclusion in the office. The ultimate assignment of prosecutors to a

case is the responsibility of the elected District Attorney who has that legal obligation as part of

his official duties.

In every case which appears to be able to be resolved only by trial, as opposed to some

other disposition, the prosecutor and advocates make all reasonable efforts to visit the courtroom

with the victim when there is no courl action taking place in order to acciimate the victim to the

courtroom and explain trial procedures in an attempt to raise the comfort level for the victim

under admittedly unpleasant circumstances.

Each sexual assault victim is provided the name and phone number of the prosecutor and

victim advocates assigned to his or her case, and the staff of the District Attorney's Office is

always available to advise and consult with victims, from the date of the incident, until literally

decades later when parole issues arise.

.@
There are a number of costs associated with a sexual assault, in particular the costs of

collecting evidence; hospital or health provider fees including fees for the physical examination;

lab expenses including the collection of specimens, tests for pregnancy and tests to detect the

presence of HIV antibodies; medications to prevent sexually transmitted diseases; follow-up; and

treatment for any injuries. In addition there may be costs to the victim of lost wages, and for a

family, funeral expenses.
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(1.) Pavments for Forens

When evidence relating to an allegation of rape is collected in the course of a medical

examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime Victims

Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be responsible for the cost of

the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the limited purpose of

collecting evidence. (OCGA 1 6-6-1)

When evidence relating to an allegation of aggravated sodomy is collected in the course

of a medical examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime

Victims Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be financially

responsible for the cost of the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the

limited purpose of collecting evidence. (OCGA l6-6-2)

(2.) Victims' Comnensation Fund

For other medical costs associated with the assault such as the pregnancy test, test for

HIV, emergency contraception, and treatment for any injuries, reimbursement can be claimed

through the Victims' Compensation Fund, and if an application is made and approved payment

will made directly to the hospital or other medical provider, including a Sexual Assault Nurse

Examiner. However if a victim is insured or on Medicaid, then those sources should be sought

before the Victims' Compensation Fund is used.
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'We, 
as members of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol

Committee, hereby sign our support and commitment to the policies and procedures as

documented and set forlh herein this Protocol, to the training and implementation of such, and to

the ongoing process of facilitating through the Sexual Assault Response Team, a multi-

disciplinary, coordinated response to the crime of sexual assault and sexual assault victims.

Approved and adopted this ay of September, 2025.

At Large Members:

/.
lstnct Attorney Chase L. Studstill

u4

=fr,tU-.*

Chairmen, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Michelle Girtman
Executive Director
The Haven Rape Crisis Center

The Haven Rape Crisis Center
Dr. Stewart Warren, MD
Magnolia Urgent Care
Local Citizen Member Sexual Assault Health Care Professional

-(u-,t cr r ai--r ; cYl cxr,t c.l

azittc,-\ ft s Eau)l $'\P-nul""
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ATKINS COt]NTY

i f, !L;r-,\- f$ 4^rnJ^ +
Honorable CarolG. Durrance, Judge

Magistrate Court of Atkinson County

Derrick Touchton, Police Chief
Pearson Poli Department

Francisco
Willacooc

Police Chief
lice Depaftment

Moore, Sheriff
Atkinson County Sheriff s Office

6,t t'1, ,e)
Arnber DeCosta, RN, CountY Nurse Manager

Georgia Departrnent of Public Health
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s, Ray lk, heriff
Berrien ty Sheriff s Office

o

Honorable Doug
Berrien County Magistrate Court

Police Chief
Alapaha Police Department

Ronald Knowles, Chief
Nashville Police Department

Bowen, B , RN, County Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health

M'u.e6, 0/-
Anthony Perkins, Police Chief
Enigma Police Department

s, Chief
Ray City Police Department

Page27 of33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

CLINCH COUNTY

#"i,2 g"-
Hon
Clin

Judge Jvr .A{wtlr {
Magistrate Court

Raymond Peterson, Sheriff
Clinch County Sheriff s Office

0/t-t.l ywr-p,fu.

Jennl fer Mc nald, RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Depaftment of Public Health
Keith Jackson, Police Chief
Homervi lle Pol ice Department
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COOK IJNTY

Cook

Audie Rowe, Po

Adel Police DePaftment

avoris Bel lice Chief
Sparks Police DePartment

Stephen M. Chammoun, Ch ief Judge

Magistrate Court

Doug Hanks, Sheriff
Cook County Sheriffls Office

Rebecca Allgood, , County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health

Joe Police Chief
Police Department

e
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LANIER COUNTY

Nic ,S ffnorable Victoria , Chief Judge

Lanier County Magistrate Court

M Slu Police Ch

Lakeland Police Department

Lanier County Sheriff s Office

RN
Lauren Lee, RN, Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health
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Addendum 1:

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
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Addendum 2:

Business Associate Agreement
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ri,. !,.r.li i!,,icf iil lrrv; :l'lil

\"'l.llil).f',;\S. l)"t;.ii:iilt ic lirt' tr'rtririrtij;lirttvJ sirri:riiiicir:illi ll'L'1"''' ri"s iri il:r i 'crrirlr

Ii:",,r';rri,;'r i'6;11ri;rlitl ,',td ;\-cltlLr,;i:hiiir': ^'uL ''l ))r)(:1 iilIAA 1' tl-'" l'i 'S 
""t"tti11::rr" 

r'i lrr:ri:':

ll. ltlrrr.:r ie,vicc:; l,;lr is;j Ili,r,,t.l,qzl:i(l r!,re lii:r,irl;rr.1r fci.pi:v,rr-,, ,:i iriiii''rL.z.lii' :-j,:r,:ifi:.1;lr'

i,l.ltliit ;,.1i'r'r;:::iiotl illlJ "i't'iv;tc',' i',alrlr':':b") lil +j fl l.lr'' l) '' ir'ri; :'-:C l:'i :" r'':'1 ';'r 
''

jr.rj "itit:tl; irl:Ll ":lLir'.-:,; 
sr:l'.J:cl lo li^'t l:"ivaci' i-tliirl:"tl ' (t;clr '1 '{'1r' 11 rl 'r: ' ' ''r'

,-,.r:.,,17. '(ir':tr:rl 't''i'fit:") upl(rliill11;r'' '; v L| -'' "1 1r;;; ' I I i:' i"-:i1:it

1,,i, ,,i;.,t:,r:: I'i'rtril;.:!i:{ lL::iitll l:tii;l'tll"tit);l '' "l 'itLii'): ii'iti

WIIi:il-Lf'.1,i)lllsiialti:rlIi:['r\A'iillsi':i;i::iLir:tlll;r--ri:t;'r''vS':rr'i;li:]'illl:'S':c"tii'
\:.:rl,.l:,',i:') ,i 4s ( l l" P'il:: l'10, Ii ; ''' l/rr1 :il l' r""' " "; 'i"il';tli' :'r') 'i ''''' l ' rl')

i:.fr.rrrr::i!'rl' 1;1t11j"i ;rrri!

rvliiiltl;r\!1, in irlrii:t lo l;i(ii'Jc' {itL: 1t:iv'tr:r'' ;ri:il ticiiiilr' :': irlli i: - :'lriri' I r'i il i:r'';i 'ii

rri rri,:i.t'.iLi:iid bi'r,i titt bt:hirll'c;ii\lillrlrIri1''' t'lrl I'iit'ir':'v Slirittll rlt;1:i1i l'3gr'1111-1' Siit:rtliiir'ii -:qr::iil

,,,,,,,i,t,,r* :r;tir:t:s irtt '.:r ir I irr:itall rlJ r\r'il"liiLr' il ;i":i; slrtirt: !'ii' 'l' ii'il l1i' i) lilill"'irlr' (l'

|, 1: ,,; ir|,1 ii arr,L

\\'l tljli 11.'\i),,\:isi)(ll'\'i J: arr{i ir'llrir:ili'

ii_,r'.,-rlrrlitl

iil)rii i iii;riir,l:(rl(1"' iri t;tttr"iiIi;litrrtr

,\.-iIuiir(l! il Lli iilir :Jrr''jtl: "s AIilliL')L:lil(rrri';. iilld

ri.:silt; ir, Liil!'t;r' iliil-r lili,; tjil:,i ''Jjr '\';"-li:

,rl ilia lli'.''.1': i:.i'1i!.''jr -it';. !L'i'lil

tii:.r '' ,:rri.: ,;i. 'i. "' i'r

' li.rl,.rl,rt,'.,.i1,,,1. il,' r.;1ii. :r 'r1';', i,
','ir-ii tllj ',r:-: i,:i,r-'i1;i oi .''ti;icl' 

'{r'i; 
ijrl)rllrr' iir'r{'l:t}:'

AS.5OC.IA'! l;- r. ), r I iprtt rllur,

t



I

I

rptrlii:irbic, :\nd 0ll ici\)l.{ltlcls fo l)llt llCrcirr sirlrll bc crottsttltt:(l til irrclrlrlc lil'lll 
^SS()(:lA'l 

lr

ilgiccs n0t Io us(] ot rliscicsc (0r pcitllit 1li1r Ltrg ot'tlisclostl|c ci; ]'ill itt ii rttittittut llr:tl 
"vorr!rl

\iOlfltC l.hc rcqr\ircr'llctlts oi. Lhc'l'riva,,y StnndaLrls .0r 
S::ottr'ily SliittLlnLtls ii thc Itl ll rWrs itlc([ r't'

disclosud by Arrrtrority iu" ri,, ,0,n. i.,,0nu.,. Alls()clA'i ll sjrirll usc xFi)l'oPl'iittc $ttlcgtrir|ils Ltr

l-)rcicut llie r-rsc ol clisclosttLt: of PIII otlrcr thatt as exprcssly llclrnitLcri rrrrdcL thiS r\14rcr;tncnt

L2 AssoclATti shnll iurplcrncrrt apprapriarc achninis{rativc,.physicnl nrrtl lccltniosl

s.,lcguards sncl irr nll .rhcr r.spcct$ conrply wit6-drrbpnrt C of 4'5 Clrll lratl 164 irr ordcr to

pLorcct rhe confi<tcntiatity,-l"i.eiii' tt,l uvuilubility "iifi- 
pHr a'd Upl'll thut il crcatcs' tcccivcs'

mnint1ins or fron$1,its on bcltsigof Aulhority. ASSOdrfT n covel]{nts thatslrch snFegtrnrds sltrll

i'clu4e, witSout linritrtion, inrplcmcnling *rif,*, poiioi"s and ptuccdgrus- itr contpliartce witlr

HIpAA a'd ARIIA, conducting a secttrily tisk asscslntcnt, ancl trniniug A'ISOCIA'1E etnployces

who will lravc access to plll wit6 rcspcct to ttr. poiiri* nn,l p,atctlurcs rcquircd by I'lll'AA arrd

AIU{,^

l3Inthccycrttot'asecuritylrrci<lcnt,inclrrdirrgaBreaclr(as-hcr.eirtaftcrtlcfined)or
any crller gse or disclosgf *itpfi is noipcrmittcd rrnttu' tlL Agrcct"rcnt of tny PI{I or Ell'Il tltat

ASSOCIA'I'E access€.s, rnuintuirls, rsldus, lnodifi.r, ,o"o'd', stires, tltrstloys' o[ othcrwisc holds

or uses on behalf ol'Aullority in cottncction wirh tic Busi.ess Ar'angenlettt' ASSOCIA'I'1I s;olt

rcport .such Sccu.ity ln"iJ.nt ol' ott .L irrcirlc't to tlre A*th.rity witlrin tcrr (10) da;'s ol'disc.vcr]'

by rhe ASsOCIATE, J"r.nifr,; shall nrean..llre unautltorized ncquisition' Acccsr' r'rsc' or

rlisclosuro of irlll which ccmprclrliscs the sccrtriry or privncy of such irtforntlltioir'

1.4 In thc evcrrf of a l]r'eaclr of Uttsectrroti PItt,.,\SSoCIAI.J] slrall pLor'ide ,,\rrthority

.,virh Noticc itrcleof. rv"ti.. or. Bteach shail be in rvriting anii incln'lc: (i) tlre idcrriilicaiion ol

cachirrrjividiialwhosePlllhasbcetl,otisr'casottabiybglievccltohRvc[r:en.a.cccssctl,ircclrrir.ed.
oL rliscloscd clrr'ing thc 

^'Bt".tft, 
(iij o b,:ici descriit'it.,' c'l thc citcttntstarlies s\rrro\rnding t6c

llreaoh; (iii) thc datc of Ur. n*fi; iiu) rt,. dntc ol tli"ou*ty of the llnrnch; (v) the scopc ofl tltc

Ilcaclr; (vi) ASSoCreinl't*il"tio to rtt., .llrcach 
an<l thc idurti{icatkrn of t5c pnrty

rceponsiblc for oausing r]" u"".ii, ri knowrr; (vii) r rlescriptlon of thc typ*s of trttsecrrrcd ['l'11

irrvolved in the Bruch i;;. ;;t";;' socinl sccLrLiLy rttrlllbctt' dntcs ol'bilih' ndrlrcssr)s' {ccouilt

nurnhcrs, rlingrtttstic u'ur iii'r'if ity totlcs' e{u'); .(viii; 
nny stcps rvhiclt shoukl hc takg: byofl}ctcd

iudiviriuals to prot€ct th;;;;;i;; fionr pot*rtlal l'u',.'i t**itliing h'nttr tltc Bicaclr; (ir) u bLict'

dcscription ol wlrat nsioClnrp is rioing to ittvcstigntc tlu lltsnch' to mitigirtc lnt'nr tcr

inclividuals, u*rl to 
'nri*i 

.goi*t any iirLt'cr llrenclrcsi nutl (x) thc rrtutlc nttcl cotttuct

infb.rrratio^ of.a liaison lvhour 1li ArrthoLity rniry dorrluct rvith inqrtiries cottcc|nittg thc llrcnclt'

i5
:nlbL rrtatioLr

iivailab lc.

ASSo(lIA,lIi .shall sLrllpltlrlrcrii ltrry Noticc ot l.!rt:a.;it llLc>.rir:ltlri tti ttri: l\.tt1lroLitl,tts

ir,lriohwasttOti<oouvtlrrttlrctirrrcrll.llrr;oLigilr:tlNLlriccnf'l}r.,litclrltcctltties

l 6 lrr (lrc ovt:nt ol ir iirclch. ASS()(ltn l'l;r :rlrrrll, rrr r:()rrstlltati'rr i'villr '\rrtlrority'

miiiriatc, lir lilu c;<l.cttt pi.l':licuhlc arry ltilLttrllil t:ilcct ol sLt"-lr IlLe:rclr lltal i:; i<ittrti'rr irt

ASSO(llr\ Ili'
.). ljsu rrl i,lIl.. As)-oclA l'l.l shrrll usc l)il1: (i) .solcly l'or .'\rrlholity's bcrrcJit lrrrtl rtttlt ft"'

o ,,;;,,xifi..i,:,:",ili'lil, : 
;ilr";;-f'rN1'6-::1ifi;l:1"';d'liili";:''lll;;1"':l

ASS()(llA'lli ()l'lo cany oirr irs le1|rL '"''1""'if'tiiiti"u' l'rovitlcil llrnt *tti:ll ll:i{:}' ilri} 1'r'rrrilL':*l

l.:rrlL:r'ie,lct:ll atrt[:;tr{r: lltw. i:;lc:;r: 
"tt "iltc''t'i';c 

i:xl1l'rs5l}'|ctttLitt';'l ltt:tcilt trl z'' t':rltiir'':t} iU



'rlitirtu ll"' ltlliirotlil'

i i)issllt.slrc o.!.]]I.J-[, Suhjct;t it: an), ]iirri]atiotr'.) irl llris Ag,tccril:j,rl, .i\ss()r'I^ f i i}'. j,

tii.sclosc plll to iirry ihiril itiirty ller$ons or rxltities 
'ls 

lrecc$stity to pcLlirfft it's obiigtrliort:i r;rrrll''

thc iilsirrcss A:r.ang,i:rrien: w.r11 Autholity ontl ns lrerrnitte(l oi rctluirtr(l by nllplicablc fcrjcrai t;r'

sltr{e lnw, Frrrrhcr, Assocln'l}i may ,iisrloi* l,l'li tbr thc plopeL . mattsgem(:nt aii'l

a<lrninistr.atiorr 1f A.-r^liOCIrln,, prnuiiJ that; (i) such clisclosrt'cs ale rcqrlilcd hy*law; or {ii;

ASSOCIA'I'E: (a) ol;trins 1.uro,iubl, u**,ut*r iiruo ony third parly to.whonr the infrrrmation rs

.iisslosecl lhar it r.r,il] bc hclcl roun.f*ntiolonJ i*rt,*r usecl anl,iisclosed only as rcquired by lai';

irr tbi lhc l)|tl]osc lb| n'hiciL ii rvas ciisciosccl lo the thlLd pruu':y; (b) rcquires d:- tt:t:9 ilafiJ l!'

Ri:'coLdirnrl':iiiatelynotjlj/AS'SOCIATEofanyinstartccsoIwfuchiti'savrare:l:atPI'IIisbein;i
1se(-l ci.riisr:lgsed lirr r, prllpc.sc ihat is noi cth.crwise proviCerl ltir in this Agleement c'l for a

jrllrJjoscnoicxl)r'cssl)/pchniredllyrh"l'rit'ac;'standarls;antl(c)ensi]Iesthatallri;sclosuresoJ'
pt'ti iro AS,SOCIA'l"F and the thircl larty conply with tlie pritrciple of "tninimunt rl4'Lre'ssaiy Ll'rs

ancl ciisciosu|e,,, i.e., rinly 'Lhe nr:nin-rurn PfII Lhat is irece-.saty to acconlpilsh tlie intendeC purpose

rry,r,, i,.(i rlii:r-:lLl:;ec. If ;\SSO(;lAl'L, disoloscs ItFII received trorn Authorit-'1, r-rL cle aled i)! r'cceivcLl
LrtLrl u! \r r' ivr

',.ry 
^lrSS( )C jr\l'l:l orr l.,ehall of ALrlhority, ir agents, incl'.tding a penuitted sitbconlJzic:'Cr

(coilerrtir,ely, 'i?-ecipients"), ASSOCIATE shall require l{eciprerrts t(r agrec iIl vzriting to the

:;ainc t.csiiicllot,s arri condit'ions ti''at appty io ASSOCLT\Tll unCel rhis Agreerncnt To-li'rij extel'rl

. petrrirrtc.l lty laiv, ASSOCIIATE .huil^ U. lirlly lLr:blc 1,o A'.rhoirll' lor arly acts, liriirues i;i

( ';,-irri",,, oi ir-."ipi"nts irr lirnr:shing thc scrvices as if thcy wele ASSOCIA'|F's olvll a'ts,
'' 

i;;i,,;; ,,, ,r,,r-rrsion, ASS3gIATE shall iepori to Authoritv alr)/ iisc ol disclosr-ire of PI{l rrct

'elirr-ir-etl 
tr), .his z\gt::tcmeirt, of rvhr<;h ii beconies i',w::-.e, sttcb ieport lo be made rvitl-rili li"'c (5)

da,rs cf ASSOCiA;l Ii beclririr:g d.\*-4tc ef sucjt tise cr disclcr;ure. A.qSOCIA'I'L agrees to

r-ilirigaie. l.-, lhc 
'x{ent 

prac;LrcirI alr-l wriess rrtirct",'rise t'etlut:stcd by Author-l:y in tvriitig, '-''t1'

h,o.irrlLrL elicul that is k-L,o,lln t0 ASSOCIAI'll aLrd is tlie resuli of r'L rtse '-rL 
.lisclosut'e of PHI itr''

A-sSo(]]AlijorRccipielrlsinvirllaljorlol.thisAgleentenL.

4.. lndivittunlRights llsgrrdingFetignntedRccord.fhtL ]i;\SSOCIATI maintartrs a

tt*sig*f*a if""orJ S.i on L]ehalf of Authority, ASS(ICIAfE shalt: (i) provide access to, .rtrd

p"*ilt i*pr"tion anrl copying of Flil by Authority or. as dii-ccterl by ALrthority, a:r indiviih:ai

ivho is tl,e subjeci oi the'Pi.ii uniier t:onrlidons and linilations lequiLcd itncler'45 CI'R S 164.-524,

o, it ,.y be ameldccl fiorr 1.inte lo tinrc, rurci (ii) arneitd PIll mait.rlirirtcd by ASSOCiA't'i',i'

reqi.rcstej by Authoril,v. ASiiOCtAllishaiL rcspond [o atry teqtrest h.orn Allttrorily fiit arctss b".

arr ilLciiviriueri widrirr {iv,: (5) Cays of such rc.lilesl aiirl shall rrialte arry ariicntlmciii fc(ltl(riilcil l)\'

ALrthority r.vithjn ren (10) tla.ys ol.sui;h requcst. 
-fhe 

infnnrLation siiali bc pLcvidcd iii thi: lt'rirr tr.'

fc,rrr,at regucstetl, il it is;-eaciily prc,luciblr: jir sttcli lcltrt or tbr'iriiit, cr itl:;rrnttrtitii'. il lir"

jrrciiviclua'l 'i,rs 
ag,,cc,,1 .i; arlvaucc Lo acccpt thr: infoinraliolt iu sl.itnmi\Li' hlirii. -'\ fi:.ls\r11ill)lr, !'i)s1'

l;ascrl fr;r: lcr ci:pyitrg l,lll i:,ay bc chaLge<i. Autholrty strrll iJeterrnirlc tvh,:itltrr';t Lli:itial i'i

a'l.rroJ)j.rat{:, or air cxccl;tio,, ,rpplies. A-sSOCI/r'l !; shall rtotily i\.utltrrLi[-v tviLitirr fit'c' q1i) ii-i;-s i;1'

roo.ift o{ itlly,^('11-s jbr ,rrc,,r,, r-,i;l;lril)Crrr";,t hy i:rr irxilvirittltl.;\tttltriril-1':rlti:li r.l:i'lrttriri'''

r,vlr:,tlrct lo gr:1rtl ()t clcry;u.iy ,i.ccs: ()r' iir't0lrl!rte rll lcilite.slcli lrv th,: irrtiivitlilai. z\liSO(ll'\ i l-;

I)csignaLcd l{ecord Sc[, a.s tctlr :cslcd lrv ;\tr l irr'ri { y'I



Fi 5. 4.tilil.U!-titlB,rJ'!li.s.ql11gttt:S.s. ;\SS(](lliVl'U sh*ll rttakc rrvirilrtblc. lo Att{lrority itt tr:'spoltrc

to . i.cqsc$t {i.gnr ;rLr intlivi6rll, irri,rlnr.rlicrrr icrprirttl ltlt' lttt itcco.ttltlirrg ol <iistrltlslrtcs oi' ltl ll

n'illr t'csltcc' tl tltc irlclivititi:rl. itl llcc.rLcl';trrrrc ioit1" 45 Cltl( $l(r4'528' os it mny bc lntcnrlctl liortt

ii.rc t. tir,rc. irrr:or1:c,r;ltrirg t::c:1rtt,.rtts ic,.,ttclt lecoutttittg iicsignatctl ttud$l'thc lcgtrln{iou' Such

acr:orrn1ir,[i i3 ]irlitcrl i6 4isclrsrirc:; illrl ivelc nratlc iu tirC Six (6) ycals priot'to lhc n:<;ttcSt nrtrl

shlll nOt inolirr'lc i111, rirsclgsLrt'es tititt wcLl ,rrntlc pliut' lo fhc cornpliattcc tlAtc eI the I'ri vtCy

Srrrriards. ASSOCITVI'r ,t'1.., p,,,rirfr; r^rri:Li irtfOrnrati0n rtccc:ssary tO prOviclc rtn nccorlntittg

rviririn rhiiLt (3[) illys ,rI Aritir,.rLiiy"s tcqLlest. Srtclt occotltttin,l rnust bc provitlcd withott( (;osl {tt

rhc irttiivirirr,rl (]f io ngtltgr'ity if ii is tlrr: {lrst accotrnting l's(ltle-<te(l by an indivirltrlrl witlrilr rrny

:rvr:li,o (li-1) nrontlr periocl; lroi,,,cvei, a rcnsoriable, casf'b$scd lbc rnay bc chnrSed lbl stthsecltrt;trI

irccounr,iugs if ASSO(llAllj irrfurnts Aulhority tnd nu{hority inlorms the irrdividual in sdvattcc

of thc fcc. arr<l rhc iudividrral is aflorried an opportunity to withdraw or mc<tify lho rcqucst' suclr

accourrting oblignlious shall survive te|minatiln of this ngrccmollt alld slrsll continus as lonil ils

ASSOCLA.Tll nraintains PI ll,

6. Witlr<lrawal of AnthariZatiqn Il tbe use or disclosutc of I'l-ll irr this {gLccrrlcrrr is

baseci upon n', in,liui,l,iliilfrfilit6olization tbr thc Lisc of his r:r hei Pl-ll' a'rd: (r) thc

indivi<|ral tevokcs such authoiization irr writing, (ii) thc cft'ective riate uf silcJi attthoriziltioir hss

cxpirecl, or (iii) l.lrs consent at'ellthorizttion is dcfeCtive in any tnattnet thal rslldql's iL irrvalid'

lisOdrr'r'il ogtccs, if it 6as rto{.ice ol' such revocalio' rrL irivalidity lo 0cri'sc toc use ntitl

dist:iosur'c of u,iy such indiviiLral's Plll cxccpt to thc oxiellt il has |clisii orr siioh ''rso f)r

di.sclo.sLrre, or wltstc an cxccptioG rtttrlet ihe Privacl'stancar:ds cxlllrssly applies

"t . llcc-qldg and Au<lit, ;\sSOCtA'tE slral! rnaks svailable to the Sectetrry rl tlre lJ's'

D*pu1,r,il-lf Fl".lt5 ,ii'Tuman Sctvices (thc "seclcttty") or its agents, its intcnral ptnctices'

fruul r, on,t lecoxls rrlatirrg to ttrc use nnd cli6ClOsutO of PHI recoived frotn, C(oetcd' or leccivetl

ir, ,rdsor;tf,.'l'Fl ,,, bcha# ol ;\LrrlroLi:y tbr ihr purponc of dclcrrnining Autirolit'y's contFlierlcc

,,,,irh th- l)r.ivacy slandaLds or any othor l.ealtlr over:sight agetl{.;yr itl a litrlc and tnartncL

dcsignateti by thc Secr.erary. lrxccpt to tho extent pLolribilctl bv lau". ASstlclr\l'Fr ?lgfccs iL)

notiiy ALrLloriry imrrrerlintely upo' r'er;c:ipt by AsS0CIAIFI of any nltd al1 rctlLrests hlr s1 i-r11

bch,rii of any .,.,d ull g,,u.,.n'rcrt iLLrtho'jtits 5otvu(l L'1.*r. r\SSO(JIAI'[ tbr ttlil.

ti. ( jorrfidenlialitY.

g.l ASSOCIATI:: sh21li taire arry si.r.ps |casoulrlrly ieqtri|ccl itl: (r) pLotcct I'Ill ii'-rrrr

runiiirtl.ror-irecl r.rscs ur 4isclosrilcs. arrti (ii) roairr{airr ihc contiil''rntialiLl' rrnei inli:3Lrt1' oi l)1 ll

g.;r. l'hc prrtics shail corap{y r.vitlr alL i'eder.rl arld sti:,tu lit!\'s go'r'c|tttttg Llrc

corrficicntialiry arrcJ pr'ivlrcy ti] ircaltir infblrriatioti ihitt rtc trpplicabl* io tlttlnt, r()s)ecli\'()ly,

irrclLrdi'g, rvithoirl liinita.,ior:, Iil PAA ariti thc tegulaIicns prornLrlglaled tltct'cLtirtlct' ,rDcl Al{lt;i
and tltc rcgLtlatiotls llr'ortttilgali:cl tltcl cilnr'JcL'

(). I'esu-s!,1.i&-udxc!iqrt

(,)-l I'lris ,,\gr.ccrtrrrtt slrlll crlntnr-ncc oLr thr: .[ik-.ctjvc i)atLc arirl r;!t:rll l('j]iriilr jrr ':l'i( 'r
rr:,til ir:L.rr;i.:rr.l:rl irr,rcc,r:0,'rn,:c'"t,illi ilrt; l(rt'Lrrs oi this Sr:,:tillrt 9, Ptot'irk;:1, il"tt'citlr', ii:iri ll;1"

lrfitriltltl.;i)jJ sllLll rull :ii1c,-:i iiti l.j-l)(l(.t;v!: r,ilirU,rirl::.s 'li ri5li-,t.,r l-';'i'1ic l'irrtil'; :i'i"iit;l ttl ':r' L: i'

.\111,-)r.rt crl jrlil.rf l(r 'rllir 'l{,;cLir'': 
iillir' r-ri lct'i'it'aLit:tl 'iir i)i ''1'llii.h sil'lli r::rtrii tr': ; i 'ir" "''i' ""

'.,,'rLlt Jrci: lcrtt,,;.I



o \;tilltlriiv rll;tii , i'rr' ii;' 'ir',1rr i' ilrrl'iir:t ' 
il'i: '\1:1.'1 '1 r;1 ;!' r 'i r' '' '

ii,;i,\' , iijl 'ji;r. ,,r;,iLi:l ll!)ril'e !,1,\'S:!lli'i.\ l r'

i,r..i r\ttlli,rtit,!', ilt ii:,1;()lrj,iiscrctii.;rr' liii:.'l iLiilllc'iiill'l)r l('llrl;,iiilir il'i':7\1'1'''11' 1r;' 'i

:,:rli :r;lrr, 1:,) lilllllil obliglltirrir: ltl r\SS{)Cli\ill lr''r'':urt<lcr ii rirr"'c;i'ilr; iirllr'r''!trlr '171;;'1' ';"ll

lta\r' :)!',.,!i i"l',1(i l:i' .:i't,iitl:,t,,1'

(:l)VC.;lilill. l),

a licr ri'iiti.:.:r

C

,.,) ASSr,)t.1ir I I: sliiilj ir:l 1{) ot)sofvc L}r fjcrlb'1ll i"i rllilt'L i;rl

r)hligeii,.rri -rcrltai,tdJ irl tlris Agrecrll'lllt ibr {crr (i(li rlli';

I;\rllcc ilicic(/[ lta: llccn givr:'l {'o /'!SS(){-]iA'1-F ili' 1"i'1[irLil;: r;t.

irr)i\vioir'iirlll|rv;ISSO(]IArI'iofrrrrypr0Vi5iO,]irr":ir,:J,t.i.rll.,,Si:liill:lr.'11''r,
app)iclblcicili:ialor:jtfltcPllvscyluwL'elailli,.:'lotltcu5]',=;ttir.,t].:ri
ASSO(11;\'1 lj irtrdcr this i\8i {rr:rnclli'

9.'l l',:l:trrrtaii,-rit ol ihis z\gr'ecrltot:' ibL eitlreL 'i'tlle 
tv"'c foaiirlrs 'sbi ii:r-ilt irr

Sr,ttlsi:ciion 9.3 abov:: shgll be ceusc 
-1or 

Atlthoriry- lo inllrc(liatcly tortriira-t; {irr t)aust: :ttl'"

llusir:css ,\:1;lngcr]ler,t purs,,ant tO wiri,-:ir ASSOr.llA iF, is crrtitlc<j lo i-rcUv'r l'ill llc'tt

r\'-rilrrrr:l)',

',jlli]rcer'clt{:lialeithe:'Par.|,lllaskrrowiooScolattra;-t::.ia]l;.-.:.te1-:.-.|'titi;s,\.g1trjrl.tcnt iry tirc t>the| I)at1y, a:lC cure is not possib'" tl.'t.,n:.'ll-ntclir:ltlng i);;":'' ''lrall

int;rr:i1;e:,:li, tdri:'llnai:,,] Lhis r\g,rerlcnr Whcn neiilteL citlc ttr-'t i"etlltiuaiirLli is l';iisitrlr' tit0 ttliL

iiit::ri;lii:.rl.r irar.i'slii:II rcPotl tltt: \'iclatioll ttl llie Seclci:i;y'

:,'5i,,;onthr:ict.rriittationcl',iii]trlil:cl;r/\l.f,l..J-ll'\l'll'.i|'llL.l')'111.\/Ili'1..'jiJl!.1'.lli
lhirt r\grcct;lclri: trv iliilvidirlq irrilttr''"' r'i;iice lo ille otlttf l'aty

].",' LIlrirli teIlti:.iation of.tilis r\gr.eetn:rr( lbr iirty l'clisirr, ASS()t..1-,\ 1l] ;il':;s itLhet l.;

tijL,-l11 tu i\.trtllr-irit.v ol ro desLroy"ri'l ltHl ieccivctl llcrl r\ilti'llity ot r-tiitct"r'ls" Lllt'oLtri'' tl'''

ir.,lfnrnu,,"* oi'-.e'viccs fbr r\uthoriry, th.it i.s l' lhc possession trr conti''rl .,l'ASS{JL:IA'flr o' i;:'

Is.;r; lr"a il Jesrroyc,tl, provide rvrltterr ,,e,rijlcrtion of samc) hr Lhc rasr: ol Plll rvhich ir; ti'.rt

jcasiLrl,:, iij "rctirfrl ,,,' ,i..t,.,y,' t\liS()CIA'll: slrall cxlend the protcctir:irs c'f lhis Agrcctir0rlt ['
lirclr .)ill irrid Iirrrir {iuLhrr: 

-ti:es 
artrl liscllr,tlrcs ol'sticit 1)11l irt lhr;-sc pllr}-t{)!{);- t}l:'l tlrltlie ihi:

rdILllI ur i1,:si:Ltctirrrt ini':;:lsibli:, lor' sc lor:g at ASSOI-lA'i']l' lr'iiiniaitls :;'lclr I)Hl :\SS'(ll'\''iir

lu,.ii-i", u*,.a, ,.o l;Oi;ri:l), ,,.viii; orhcr,applir.altlc siiLl.{.j i):. ieili:r'iil i;rw, rvhicir rn:ry rcrlriil.r 1s|0c:i,c

ia,.;,r,i ai:-etcriicri, 
'rcila,,iic,,t, 

i,l uljici 't:itltttcill t;i':rLti:lr irlli l"iiis ilil)\'i:ii')ir siritli sitri'ivc

telilirtar,it;r. oi ihis AgLccrtlcnL Jiif ;lny tells()il

1i)..(jg,r'D.ljl-r!lgJeil!.3d.1[Lag-Bg!!5.,lnthL:rvcttl'riratr\SS()(]1'r\i'Lisen'lttiit;<iiil|trlhtrit
a. ur;tiv.ly i,r rr,rruc,,iliilil, ^,,., 

ii.uu.,.,l Jr;r:r--ltnt' llr; r'ic[i;tca irr l6 (]l-t( $631 1 (rts ''!plir'i'i'- e

i,4,115.;rit.;,a;;.r. "ct.:iiiir-ii"r,ttr'l ilrr:t.ttil;u ll ASSt)i'iAl'l'l it'l I "Jor vicc 'ritl\'irll;" lrtor'iti'il3;t:lr'

set vicc t.o i\.Llllirlr'ity) As;S{)r]i^^ I.}'i ;lgice : ,to: (i) l.r]i.l ltiiolrl altii colrrtll\ l^''itli lilr; l{lil {:l:ig i{'.ti.;:l

ij(j (--fil, i6S1.ij cLrrLlr'ii1',, ilr cliccL riirll as i:ilt1,'br: pril;lr-LLl1l,itlc'-l iri tlrc I'rlLit':: (li) .irlrrpl rr l{'rl

i,l;-t;i 1-rfirf.,.Latr, (il i)ili.l(r'.i, l;falli(e, or slrcr':lri rlt:Ltviiy iili:t iltclicaLe:; Lh: po:'r'lill'' ')"iiii:;ti' 'ii

;ir.r,{t",ri!rr;ti)tiiai.ir,,..,tnlrliu,,lwiiiriirl:lalrlgrtl:L'''ic;t'-s:l5i)torrlllii)'ilttrrjiirr(r(-11(Qij'ili':"i'i
ftil,i t:,kl; ill r:.-Cr::;:;,,.,, ,,,,,i iil:illrll-.tiltl j i:1,1r ill r:ttstrtc :l'irl itt 'i' L'viii-'l; rrrl'J j :ir''t;'' ' ' i"r ' '

i.,r;. 11,jii;,iirLnl ilir (-!lrrlllci(;i iti ai:lt.';rlitiict: 
"vith 

ll:e il:''i lrl;t:: l{r'l's : ':l :t; Il-'l ! i:t': r'rr\' r""'

ri1 ;:, r",.ir ,l ll11:i;'lfi1r. i'rttiil' ' 'l''l'li';i rl 'lr'ri 'rrli: r' i ":l '

1,r..,t-,,.i;1. il,;ici..i :ir;tl i.ilrirlLrr.;, ,1.,.,,,-rrc.l i,r il.-trlci. iircirilli : rrLl l: iliir r'r- 'ir;l' :t :"lt' ""'
li, ll,.;:r., :,,,, ilr:'- I l.,t'lr,,i :':'. ' i"i' ti" ir''l ilri l:irr; ' 1'liL;:' 

"\l:t'L:tl' 
lLlrri i' : r'rr r:,' .' r'"

.::

I



I I irrr'. ,r) \ilirlrrlil\. :tlr{l l;llilllt: ;ll\\' iilllil(r{ ':iL i1'; :il; 111;'i ltt' ll|i (rl:ii: l 
" 

i'r llr' 
"t 

1 ')t ) ; :

:,li'ilr riy ilr,'li.

ii. ltlibtirrrilsirlii!r. ASS(XiIl\.|'l.i slrull irlrlcrrrtliiy. rlr:lirtLl, llrl(l l!{}l{l Ar,i1,trrii.7, tl:','{Iitl.

:liLtrcIrrl.s, (:lnflo]ccs, agctrts, sgcircssot"r all(l lrs.\iglui ltar'tnluss. llulrt alrd 
"1,'11'11.1 

;iril rttrri Il)

i"ss..-s. ,:i,,i1ti, iictioris, 1,r,.1,*t,lr, linl:rilitics, ,{ant,,gcs, 0osts' all(l cKi)ctl\c'; (rrrr: rlilirt;i (:!r"l ' 1ri

j:r(lgtttcttt.S, $CltlCt1lctt{s, C(,urt {:0s{s illXl Ieirs;)nfll,lclrll0Urt:ys' ['ccs' ilfisirlg ll'tttl (rl rr:lrttt:rl kr' rr;

tl-Lr: rsi cr...ellsck-rslirc ir{ lrl ll irr violaliL-.n ci'11rc icLuts ol ilri:; ,\g|ccrttcllI trl a1;plic'rtrlcr l;1''i, iii,

i,i,, ilr.ili(rh oi'I jusccuLetl lT{T ltLrserl by ihc .:cls ol omissiirns of /\SSL){-llA'lfl; iirrcl (iii) i''i
Iirilulc oI ASSOCIA'l'11 Oi n,ry ol ils clllploycc$' si,lf-rt:t)lltlaolors, or ttgctttri lir i'irick: hy anrl

i)omply with the Irrivacy tt,it.1t *r11 thc Sccpiily ilrlers Atrttrority shnll ltavc tlrc; right' at il:;

cxpcn;c, to patticipatc in thc tlcfcnsc crf atty claim Lrr' aclion fur which AtiSl)(jlA'l'li rrtttit

indontrifu .,\ii"lrolitl'.

\2. l{o warri.rrrlv. llll is PIlovlDLD',:O ASSCCIA',II- soI.llLY ol\f Ai\rAfl
I]/\sTli. irlJ',llIC)lU'lY DISCLAIi\4S ALL OI'lIl-li wAl{Rr\]'{l'lils, }'.)xPll[s'S Oli ]tfii'l',l

lNCi,tJl)lNG, II1JT NOT t,ildfl'El) iO, IMPLIID ^ .WAliRANTillS
I'li-l{(il lr\N'1'ABiT'ITY, AND itl.i{}:SS FOR A fr\i?--i ICUI-AII ]rUI{POSI'

1l Inclieible Pertons. ASSOCIAI'E tcptcsents anrj v"'arrartts to ;\lttho|iiy ilial

r\SSOCIATII: (i) is not ffirly excluclecl, clcbaLied, or olhcrwise inelieible io parLicipzric irr aLil'

i'ccicr.iil l-,calth care prograrn as defineC in 42 U.S,C Secfion 1-r20:'-7b(1) ("ilic ircdc'r'al llcaltLrt:aL'c

l)lirgra:r;s")i (ii) has noi been cot'tviotctl ol a crinlirial ojie;r:;e |clatccl i'o tltc pr'o'"isiotr r-ri her'lllr

rrart itclus oL :;ct-;iccs anC not yel bcen exclr.rdcri. cirbalr'ccl, or cthetrvisc tLccliir.ccl int:ligitrlc tr>

;erticipatc irr t5c liedlLal I'icrlfhcaLe 1)roglilnrs, anri (;ii) is no1 ;inder irlvcsligatiolt or (lti-r'jr!a;se

awa'c ol a'y c:ir.currrslaLrces which,r,ar, r'Jsu'l rn ASSO(ll.'rTli bcing i:xcludcC liu'tr.r partiuipatioir

in thc I:ed..r.a1 .[Iealthcare progr.atrs. I']ris s]iall be;tir urieoir'1j:(rplese|ItaLi(rtr i-rtLt'l tvi:i'tali)'

<iLLLir,rg tlLe ternr of thi.s z\gr-.cmcrl, and ASSOLIi-d I'li shall inrn''ediateiy n'oiii' r\rrtho|i(1' oi' an"i

"1'..,j- 
jrr t5e starLrs cl thi r.pL"s.riririions ;iltl tva.rauty set ib.th iri thir Scciiort' r\-tl-r' l;r'cach ili'

riris ilction shall gr'e Arrthr;r:iiy tir: r'iglit tc) tcr:n.i'^le this i\grccrnc'ni i:ttr.edtrrttili ibl"t:irl'sc'

14. l\'[iscellarieous.

i4.I Nolices. Al1 lotices, lcclucsts, 'lomartils llild 0iiltlr Ll{.rlll:llllilicaii()i!:i rl.jlltlil'ctl or

l)clrnii.t.d ir: bc givr:rL oi. rla(lc irnrlcl tlris Agrccrntilt shall bc ur wtitiuli, shnll i:c ulltctivc trtrt"tn

i;;;t;, or atre'rJprert dclivcry, arrd shall be settt by: (i) pL-"i'sorrrrl drrli*crYl (ir; crrttihcrl or

,.giri"r"A United States u,,iiI rdiu!r] lcecipt rcqucstct{; or (iii) overniglrt dclivery scrvice rvith

".1"i "f 
clelivery. 6bticcs sirell i.,e scut to tltc arltlrcsse:r ir.'ltttr', Ncitlicr 1)nrly shalI Lclirrc

delivr:ry ol arry rrtllit:c ltclctrrrdst

ls'
i-,1 ).

or;

ffi

iiLo Auiliolity fulr'. liolrcr[ (i' f osti:r ('hi':l

Jniirr rua1 ior I ( )1l rt:cr SotLl ll
(icoliiiir Mi:tlit:irl (.1:ttltrt | [)

l\ox l'l')'l
ViLliliisiii. (ii\ | I tt\.I I i). I

I



t l'i,'\\51.)11:'\'i.,rril.'ilr:rcriiil'1r"11';'rlii'l'-'r'it|'i''l
f irL 1i4,..',i'r i,i;r:r,li .'\:;l':ii'l' ii': 'i"r':-'' i - r':'

i'.r). ilti,':i i\'l
',,'iil1i;jlit /. i.:.i..1iii 'i 

L t'il 
'

.\ i'(.);iti,.Ji,: 1 l'.i:i:il ij','C I i 1'r':l' IiI t'

)4.2 \Ynivcr, No ll.oYisiir,r of this Agrcclnclr{ oI irl}y blcilch lhcr'col:shnll itr: rlct)r 
"r'i

i${irrc(l unl(:si such rviti\..$t i* i,, ru, iiirrg auil si[rrcrl by iltc l'{rty cjtrirtttrl to lrilvc I'raivc(l s:''r

lrr.nvisionorirh)ach.Norvaivcrof';r brcichshall consfinrrstlwaivcL('forcxcllscluly'lil'fclrll{ 
.'r

;r,blir.-'(l r lai:: iii r:li: ji.

14.3 Assignnctrt. Neither Pany lnny ossign,.(whctler .by oporatiort of law or

otircnr4sc) a1)r of its righls or delcglte ol sutrcorrrracl auiof its obligatiols ilrldcr tllis Alpcctttcttt

witilour rhc prior wriile;cor;1r;f drc other P;y, Notwidr.srsnding thc tbr€going, Atrthority

slrall havc thc right f" 
"*tig;i 

itt tigtlts *,rrt obligatiolrs herqncler lo any crttity that is nrt afllliat<:

r)r :'.t(.:.,,riiijr)r riI r\IiilloiiiY. wllil',or,it1e priot ar'11'".-iai oi'""SS(j('i'\-ii'

1.1..rJ Scl,crabiiity' t\ny pi.o.iisi,.l:.: Ll1. i:i:'; Agre:rrignl {hat i.; cr:icnnincd to llc irryali;-l r>l

irri:;r-tirrc,.::,lrit: r'vilj be ir:efiictivc ic thc cx:.ritl ril'sticil clclcn]lirlaiiln lr'ilhQtrl irrvriir'i:Liitlp' lhi'

l.i:1irrrlllt'l! ;tr'OvlSiOr,: i,f f.l,iS i\g.r:Crrietil ';t' aileCiirtl L!:" raliifll"' irt e ;r17" ' i:;rbllitl' rr j' "liilt
1 i,r"': i jJl il !: ilri)\.1:iIUIl:,

!1.: ,4,ntcntltitct'1. 'l'lris Agr .eri':.'.i '1",' i'' .Lr'-r ii u'1 "" ' 'itled i::i' i'v li \'l;'lr':'

iti: -ir:trglll sig;teCl 'hy the f artiCS hcLetO. ii:t'.r/ 1)i'lilc rcl-liriiitir;:l:'r i:'' ;r'il'lgtrtt:'-i irrl' ji'l Lli'ii'r"i\' O-r

r^,lil.l./, ;rr',.; 3i11g11ili:il cil ijlilril)r'clc(l itt a ttr:iill-'ir iilili irlli:ils il'ris 
"\'gLeeiti':r!1i 

iilc('l-'-i;sri)iil

rlliri'rt\!tLir. iiit lai:ie:, 511ail 3n,erlii tl:is Agleclrtei^ri iJ 'ilc a:\iiit1- il'cci::ilr j ") c(!ll1})l'i '.'ir'h '''--l''

.:ilir- . ....J11r'l iLllrl-ll'rl;l'iJl s

l4 5 F-n1i|c r!gie0rit0Iri. 
'lllis ltgiee::rc:il arttl 1're ijrr:iiLt::-q 'Al-!:rrrs: ' r''\:':j r1)ri\tiiltir

t{ris Agr.ccrticril, utd supcrsctit:: lli r.rrior t't:prescntatiolts or agluanl$llls, rvhcrhor orlll c}r writlcu'

with resp((-t ttr :i:r.il lrstters. in llic cvetrt oi t"ity r:onfiicl betrvecn thc Icl'tns of tlris Agrcentcnl

:1i...,1 :he 1.1,.1; rlI't.rc |JrL'.;::ill;s Al'la:]gclllcj]ll (ll ally stlcil iaicr agtccrrrcl't(s), lho tctlxs (lf this

Agreemcnt shall sontroi u[lcss the k]rnts {rf sttch rjr,sitress i\tt-lr'Lcttti:tlii u t'ri'ru 3i il r'r r'

,"ipa"i* pill on<i conrpty *ittt tt,* privncy Slaurir*,is;ur(i,ir'Srrr;tiiir"i slrIirri;':'ii, ': iit: |;jt 
'-s

succilir;ully othcr.wise agacc in writilrg,. No orttl-;rr,'.: i- r:1::i :' (): i iril"'' \rL :: r : ' iir ' ''"rii ii' 'ri

;ffiil;i;ili'rrttrii"bin6ilg,crncillctl'ntii'\:'ir;i"ri 
1 i'|\:1,' 1r'':t '!'t'nL:ir: :t'r'

lr.n,sacdon is to bc irnptica frun,iirc cxc{;llLioll oi tlt'ii";r'v ll 'lris 
'\!':irr:tltit l i t-' '\tiri"j'rrlr'i ;'r

lr;i ilil ltt,n.,lil cf. ilid rt,,,tl ira Lrirrtii;rg Ltirt,r: i':i: L'l"t'iic,t. tiii:-;: aii.jz'res att'i:r::iriti'l- ':1 '(l('l-is(li:

and l)crn]itlc(i assi11[s Nc {]iji,rj ltart! siiall lrc i:ci:siiier$d I titit'd1,..t1y hcltctit iirr' 11;r;i1 
"lri1-

,ig,'".,,,oot, rlll'sltrll urry {hirrl t'"'iy htrv" arty ri;lrt:: r-s :i tcstlit .J'this \grctrulcni'

ti 'i Crl'.'t'; ttilrq i-'l.tlv. f jll:'i r\i'itrt:rttt'lri -c:ieii i1(l l)'('t'''()!'1liLl i'j' ' "'- 
irl -'; '":' 't t

,r,.:r:rr1r.ii:ri!.'(l vi'rl ilic l..r';l "i 
illu:;iitLl ilt 'ul:'r'lt '\rlll:t;ii-t''; ]c':lir;tl' iltt'"r'lirijl l"; 'rr''il'''' ''

iavvs g;rrrvJ,,i.a:,. irrLi.ilit:ti,,rr; rririi \/rlrr.il. ic: ; rii' llllii)l r tr lr,ti,r1. i'r llri \r' '''r'

l:lell,;.,e1-rrC:;1,,','iii:,1;L,St;tici,liiti.rllt:''il]r'il:trlrl;'11i11 ';.r''^)'"L"ir'''il'\r l'l':'iL"'i';r'":l'l

;r;iiri:i.' lli:ii-i. '\ ,(li 'l' ;-'t' 1 1 111;r!'

,i,lli!rili;:,1;:.,-":" i!!l'/ ijl i i" 'l'l: :i:i'll "i
. ', 

,t ;1 . ',ir ..tl;- lr',it;tiil: i',r'i r':

i.',r:;r .it)-j , r'iil rr.'i',1
i t.,r r'(io



t ,\rrrlr,riiir slr;rll itai'c ,lrL: r'i;ii:t ro l|rr11, lr) l.(;{}tll'l oI clotltpctctrl..iltritlrlii:tir'rr 1'rr':;1'r' rl:'

ii,;.s.olr rriirrll l.clicj'us r\rr!lrirrily sliall rlcctrr rrlllrmpriatc, Slch r'iglrt ol'Attlltor il,v.r:'_t;r l't' itt
lilij{ir,i to tlrc |t:urcrlics 0il:tr: wisc i]\,r\iL;il)lc tn Arrtiro|i{y a[ larv ot: irr cqrtily' /"S-\Ot'lA ll:
(ixlr!.rrsi-lv rr,rivc.s tlrc rlcicnsr:1lrll a icnrctly il tlirtttagcs rnrili lrtl nllccitrttu atttl litilititt uvitiv(;t ;'r'-'

rcrlni,'(:,ncirl irr au action krr s1r,:cllio perlillnrartcc ot illiurrcti,tn hr tlrt: []o'\ti|ltl ol rr h0trrl 1:i

r\ull-roii(1,.

14.9 Noturre of Aglc:tuer.Li. Nothirrg in ti,is Agrccment Sh$li bt cotts{r''letL t0 crcllld

(i) a partncrst;in, joint u.ut'i:. ol 0ijtcr 1oiut. lrLrsiness rclatiunslrip bctwcei iire 1'altiss ol any rrl'

Llicir affiliatcr.- ,u 1ii; a lelirliolship tf e,ryrit,V.. atr,l cntployee betlvccn tiic i'lrltics This

AgtL:cttterllrioe's r'to{ cx}]rc'ss rli irnpllr zuly conrluiLmenl [o Iutchaseol st;Jl good's oL setvic:os

lrl.i0 C11unte|paL.ls. 'iiris ,r\gLeenterrl lnay be executccl- ilr one. ol llli)rc ct)LIltct?a; l';,

cach $,1 rviiich shsll bc cleernerl ur pLigiual, trut all of wltich together sllall constitttlc otrc arld {lti

sRn:e docum$nt, lu making proof oillris Agrccntent, it shsll no[ bc nece.ssaly lo procluce or
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To:

Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE

Director Jay Neal, Criminal Justic Coordinating Council
The Honorable Clayton A. Tomlinson, Chief Judge Alapaha J
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From: Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assar-rlt Protocol Committee

Re: SART Committee Certificate of Compliance

Date: September 30,2025

The undersigned as Chairman of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol

Committee hereby certifies that it has met at least once during the 2025 calendar year for the

purpose of both drafting and adopting the Protocol, as well as, evaluating the effectiveness of the

Protocol and appropriately modifying and updating the same, per the mandate under O.C.G.A. $

1s-2,4-2(f).

This Certificate of Compliance is being submitted to the Criminal Justice Coordinating
Council (CJCC) before December 37,2025, and is in Compliance with O.C.G.A. $ l5-24-2G).

Respectfully submitted this 30tl'day of September,2025

a

Attorney Chase L. S

Chairman, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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2025.2026 ALAPAHA JT]DICIAL CIRCUIT
SEXUAL ASSAULT PROTOCOL

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF BERRIEN COUS\fI
SrArE oF GEORGIA 3"${o c*\Ctr

7P

ORDER

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Georgia enacted O.C.G.A. 15-24-2 requiring

the establishment of a Sexual Assault Protocol; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned estabiished a Sexual Assault Protocol committee pursuant

to O.C.G.A. 15-24-2; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has approved the attached Protocol as the protocol

for cases of sexual assault in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, this document is accepted by the

Court as the protocol to be used in responding to, investigating, and prosecuting cases arising

from an alleged sexual assault and shall be spread upon the minutes and filed with the Clerk of

the Superior Court of Berrien County.

/
SO ORDERED, this the day of auLL* ,2025.

fr,1-^r-ffi*
Hondrable Clayton A. Tomlinson
Chief Judge, Benien County Superior Court
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Order prepared by:
Chase L. Studstill
District Attorney
Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

(-!
rrlxALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE L
m

This Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protoco irl r')
a

stress created for the sexual assault victim by the legal and investigatory process. A failure by an

agency to follow the protocol shall not constitute an affirmative or other defense to prosecution

of a sexual assault, preclude the admissibility of evidence, nor shall a failure by an agency to

follow the protocol give rise to a civil cause of action.

r Purnose ofProtocol

The protocol is intended to:

o Faciiitate the provision of consistent, comprehensive, sensitive, and non- judgmental

treatment of victims of sexual assault as they progress through the medical, law enforcement,

advocacy, and legal system.

o Standar dize the collection of evidence in order to aid in the medical treatment of victims and

prosecution of cases; and,

o Develop a coordinated effort among health providers, law enforcement personnel,

prosecutors, and victim advocates ensuring that victims receive efficient and comprehensive

medical care, evidentiary examination, emotional support, and referral information.

. Ilsi&lqsql
This Protocol will be utilized by the following agencies: Adel Police Department, .LlapahaPolice

Department, Atkinson County Health Department, Atkinson County Sheriff s Office, Berrien

County Health Department, Benien County Sheriff s Offtce, Berrien County 911 Center, Clinch

County Health Departmeqt, Clinch County Sheriff s Office, Clinch Memorial Hospital, Cook

County Health Department, Cook County Sheriff s Offtce, Cook County 911 Center, Enigma

Police Department, The Haven Rape Crisis Center, Homerville Police Department, Lakeland

Police Department, Lanier County Health Department, Lanier County Sheriff s Office, Lenox

Police Department, Nashville Police Department, Office of the District Attomey for the Alapaha

Judicial Circuit, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners and their supervising physician(s), Pearson

Police Department, Ray City Police Department, South Georgia Medical Center, Sparks Police

Department, Tri-County 911 Center, Willacoochee Police Department'
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

.@
Some members of the Sexual Assault Response Team shall meet quarterly at the Alapaha Circuit

District Attorney's Office or other designated place to review current sexual assault

investigations relative to the implementation and utility of the sexual assault protocol. Any team

member involved in the investigation shall be invited to attend. The mission of the Sexual

Assault Response Team shall conduct full reviews of sexual abuse, exploitation, andlor neglect

allegations and to develop effective and efficient responses. All members of the Sexual Assault

Response Team agree that all information discussed and/or obtained in these case review

meetings will remain confidential except as authorized or as required for the purposes of a

criminal investigation and/or prosecution as otherwise required by law.

The sexual assault protocol committee shall meet annually to evaluate the effectiveness of the

protocol and to recommend measures to improve compliance. (O.C.G.A. S 15-24-2). Members of

the Committee wanting to recommend improvements are encouraged to do so in writing with

fellow members in order to effectively communicate annual compliance. Attendance may be

achieved electronically at the request of a member.

DEFINITION OF SEXUAL ASSAULT

Sexual assault is defined as sexual contact or intimacy initiated by one or more persons against

another without their consent. This includes instances where victims are unable to give consent

due to age or mental or physical incapacity. Sexual assault does not discriminate among race,

sex, sexual orientation, socio economic class or age. Persons may be sexually assaulted by

strangers, acquaintances, or members of their family.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-70(3), "Sexual assault" means rape, sodomy, aggtavated sodomy,

statutory rape, child molestation , aggravated child molestation, sexual assault against a person in

custody, sexual assault against a person detained in a hospital or other institution, sexual assault

by a practitioner of psychotherapy against a patient, incest, bestiality, sexual battery, and

aggravated sexual battery.
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PROCESS OF CASE MANAGEMENT

Sensitivitv to the Needs of Victims

Ensuring that sexual assault victims wiil be treated with sensitivity and compassion requires that

victim services, law enforcement, medical, and prosecutorial personnel be aware of the special

needs of these victims.

Victims of violent crimes, not only must cope with the physical trauma perpetrated against them

but they must also deal with the emotional and psychological repercussions of the crime. The

emotional and psychological repercussions of a sexual assault can be devastating. The

humiliation and degradation victims may feel often are compounded by feelings of guilt. Often

society perpetuates the myth that sexual assault victims somehow are responsible for the crime

committed against them or that they must act in a certain manner following the assault. For this

reason, victims of sexual assault often are reluctant to report the crime, and therefore, must

receive immediate support from agency personnel if they choose to report.

While victims of sexual assault may feel guilty, frightened, ashamed, dirty, angry,

anxious, embanassed, or any number of other emotions, it is important to remember that there is

no "typical" way for victims to feel, react, or look after a sexual assault. Some victims may

appear to be calm while others may look visibly upset or enraged.

Victim confidentiality should be strictly protected. Professional staff should make direct

inquiries of the victim regarding how to address the disclosure of confidential infonnation.

Assumptions should not be made conceming whether it is appropriate to disclose information to

family, friends, employers, and/or educational providers about the assault or the victim's sexual

preference.
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. Ei.rsl-Rrpsr!

In most cases, the victim usually makes the first report of a sexual assault to a dispatch or

emergency communications center (911). Dispatch or communications center staffers are critical

in aiding the victim to regain control and composure after an assault.

If the victim is the caller, the dispatcher should:

. Obtain the victim's name and location immediately.

o Determine if the victim is cunently safe and whether or not the victim needs immediate

medical attention.

o Dispatch the appropriate law enforcement units, and, if necessary, emergency medical help.

r Assure the victim that help is coming, and instruct the victim not to eat, drink, bathe,

urinate, or douche.

. Ask victim if they are still wearing the same clothing they were wearing during the

assault. If they are, tell the victim not to change and come as they are. If they are not wearing the

same clothing, instruct the victim to leave the clothing as is and in its present location.

. Advise the victim not to move or touch anything at the assault location and not to disturb

items used as weapons.

Once the victim decides he/she wants a sexual assault examination, and law enforcement

determines that The Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate and a SANE will be needed, law

enforcement will inform the dispatcher to notify the on-call Haven Staff'

''JANE DOE'' REPORTING

A sexual assault victim shall have the right to have a medical forensic examination

regardless of whether the victim participates in the criminal justice system or cooperates with

law enforcement in pursuing prosecution of the underlying crime (O.C.G.A. S 17-5-72). Pursuant

to O.C.G.A. 517-5-74, the tenn "unrepofted sexual assault kit" means a sexual assault kit

collected from a victim who has consented to the collection of the sexual assault kit but who has

not reported the alleged crime to law enforcement.
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If a sexual assault victim calls 9i 1 or the Crisis Hotiine requesting a medical forensic

examination for sexual assault, but does not wish to make a repofi to law enforcement, dispatch

is to contact the appropriate law enforcement agency. A Haven Rape Crisis Advocate and a

SANE will also be contacted. The victim will be directed to the Haven Rape Crisis Center for a

medical examination. Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection

Kir will be completed. The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the

SANE with the victim's information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law

Enforcement Officer. The Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information

sheet regarding the sexual assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet

shall inciude the victim's sex, date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the

victim's name. The GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law

enforcement to the GBI Crime Laboratory.

If the victim goes to the hospital requesting a medical forensic examination for sexual

assault, but doesn't want to make a report to law enforcement, the hospital shall contact the

appropriate law enforcement agency and a Haven Rape Crisis Advocate. The Advocate will then

contact the on-call SANE. If needed, the Advocate will transport the victim to the Haven Rape

Crisis Center for the examination after the victim has signed a confidentiality agreement.

Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be completed.

The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the SANE with the victim's

information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law Enforcement Officer. The

Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information sheet regarding the sexual

assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet shall include the victim's sex,

date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the victim's name. The GBI

Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law enforcement to the GBi Crime

Laboratory per current GBI policies and procedures'

If the victim does not cooperate with law enforcement in the investigation or prosecutlon

of a sexual assault, the investigating law enforcement agency shall maintain any physical

evidence coilected as a result of such sexual assault that contains biological material, including,

but not limited to, stains, fluids, or hair samples that relate to the identity of the perpeftator of the
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sexual assault, for not less than 12 months from the date any such physical evidence is collected

(o.c.G.A. sl 7-s-72(b)).

A sexual assault victim shall not be required to pay, directly or indirectly, for the cost of a

forensic medical examination. The cost of a forensic medical examination shail be paid for by

the Georgia Crime Victims Emergency Fund (O.C.G.A. $17-5-72)

No prosecuting attorney, investigating law enforcemenl agency, or government official

shall ask or require any victim of a sexual assault to submit to a polygraph examination or any

other truth-telling device as a condition precedent to investigating a sexual assault. The refusal of

a victim to submit to a polygraph examination or any other truth-telling device shall not prevent

an investigation or prosecution of any sexual assault (O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-73). At the time of

medical forensic examination, no alleged victim shall be required to assign or waive any rights

afforded to him or her in the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights or that might prevent the alleged

victim from seeking relief from the Crime Victims Compensation Board (O.C.G.A' $ 35-1-2)'

a N n of On-call S al Assault Resn se Team

If the victim is at the medical facilitv:

Hospitals receiving patients reporting incidents of sexual assault shall immediately

contact law enforcement in accordance with O.C.G.A. $ 31-7-9 mandating all non-accidental

injuries be reported. Patients will retain the right to initiate, participate in, and/or cooperate with

any law enforcement investigation of such assault.

o The nursing staff should contact the appropriate 91 1 Dispatch and The Haven Rape Crisis

Center at 229-244-17 65.

o The E.R. physician or physician extender will provide a medical screening examination'

o If no treatment is indicated in the Emergency Department and a SANE is on-call then the

patient wiil be escorted to The Haven Rape Crisis Center by the responding law enforcement

agency for a medical forensic examination and evidence collection if within the 120 hour time

frame.
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. If the patient has obvious injuries or requires medical treatment in the Emergency

Department, the responding law enforcement agency will contact the on-call Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate who will contact the on-call SANE. The medical forensic examination will be

performed at the hospital.

. If there is no SANE on-call, then the emergency department will proceed with the medical

forensic examination and evidence collection.

o If the victim is not able to give consent for the medical forensic examination or cannot make

a repoft to law enforcement based on their cognitive, developmental, or physical disability, it is

essential to find out if the victim has a legal guardian and, if so, who the legal guardian is for the

victim that can provide consent for medical procedures. The medical forensic examination can be

conducted in emergency situations.

If the victim is at the scene:

. The incident is reported through the appropriate 911 Center and forwarded to a law

enforcement agency. Law enforcement will request 911 to contact The Haven Rape Crisis Center

via crisis iine at 229-244-1765.

o Uniformed patrol is dispatched to the victim.

. Uniformed patrol advises his/her supervisor of facts and the determination is made whether

to contact the on-call Detective/lnvestigator and the on-call Haven Rape Crisis Advocate.

o The Appropriate 911 Center notifies the Detective/Investigatory and Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate. If there is a SANE on-call, the Advocate will contact the on-call SANE. Response

time for the Advocate is no more than 45 minutes following initial notification. Response time

for the on-call SANE is no more than 60 minutes following initial notification.

. If a SANE is on-call, the victim should be transported to The Haven Rape Crisis Center. If

the victim has visible physical injuries, then the victim should be transported to the nearest

available medical facility capabie of providing basic life support.

o If a SANE is not on-call, then the victim should be transporled to an emergency room to

proceed with the examination and collection of evidence.
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a

In any case in Atkinson, Berrien, Ciinch, Cook, or Lanier Counties (The Alapaha Judicial

Circuit) where any child under 72 yearc of age presents to law enforcement or DFCS with an

acute sexual assault case (defined as any type of penetration within 72-96 hours for any child

under \2) the following protocol shall be followed:

o The Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes County (hereinafter "CAC") shall be contacted

via their crisis line at229-300-4366.

o The CAC Representative will determine that the case meets the above criteria and will

contact the on call Pediatric SANE nurse, Forensic Interviewer with the Child Advocacy Center,

District Attomey Chase L. Studstill, or any other Assistant District Attorney. A victim advocate

from the District Attorney's office may also be contacted.

o An interview of the child will be conducted at the Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes

County following the Forensic Interview Protocol by a Forensic Interviewer from the CAC. The

on-call forensic interviewer has 15 minutes to respond to the initial notification/call. Once the

forensic interviewer completes the screening process, the forensic interviewer has one hour to

amive on-site at the CAC to conduct the forensic interview. Discretion will be used by the on-call

forensic interviewer whether a forensic interview will be conducted after 11:00PM.

o The on call Pediatric SANE, nurse will be present for this interview along with other

members of the MDT team.

o After the forensic interview of the child, the child will be transported to the appropriate

facility and a sexual assault exam will be conducted by the on call Pediatric SANE.

. The CAC agrees to provide a copy of the interview notes to the on call Pediatric SANE nurse

and the on call Pediatric SANE nurse agrees to provide a copy of the medical history to the

CAC.
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. If the victim is a child (12 Years Old or Older):

For any case involving a child 12 years of age or older, Law Enforcement shall contact

the Haven Victim Advocate via crisis line at 229-244-1765 as usual per the SART Protocol.

Should Law Enforcement believe that a Forensic Interview is needed prior to the SANE exaffl,

they shall contact The Children's Advocacy on call line al229-300-4366'

If the abuse occurred greater than 96 hours prior to the disclosure of said abuse, a non-

emergent exam can be conducted at the Lowndes CAC (3325 Skipper Bridge Road,

Valdosta, Georgia) by a medical provider. Most children with current marks, bruises, or other

visible palpable injuries may have a non-acute exam at the CAC. If a child/teen has bums or

broken bones due to possible physical abuse, they will need to be seen in the nearest Hospital

Emergency Department. If the child is younger than three years of age, they may require an

x-ray or MRI at the hospital. Law Enforcement and DFCS may call the CAC main phone

number at 229-245-5364 to schedule a non-emergent exam.

L aw Enfo rcement AgcneyRgsB.Wa

. The Role of Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers play a crucial role in overcoming a victim's psychological

hurdles and obtaining a victim's cooperation in a sexual assault investigation. Since a victim's

ability to cope with the crime and its aftermath may prove critical to the ultimate success of

criminal prosecution, it is imperative that law enforcement agencies treat the victim of sexual

assault with the utmost compassion.

Law enforcement officers must remain sensitive to the individuality of each victim and

the massive impact a sexual assault may have upon the victim and the victim's family and

friends. Law enforcement officers should take into account not only the particular assault

suffered by each victim, but the victim's age, physical abilities and culture (e.g.,

cognitive/developmentally and physical disability considerations, deaf/hard of hearing

considerations, elderly considerations, lesbian/gayibisexual/transgender/queer/ questioning
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(LGBT+) considerations. rnale victirn considerations, African Amedcan considerations,

immigrant and refugee considerations, Latino/Hispanic considerations" sex trafficking victims

considerations, and faith considerations).

o The Resnondins Law Enforcement Officer

The first law enforcement officer to reach a sexual assault victim is usually a uniformed

officer. This officer, as with others who investigate the case, should quickly develop a positive

rapport with the victim while initiating the gathering of evidence.

(1.) Immediate Response

. The responding officer should first address the victim's physical and medical needs'

Emergency first aid should be offered, if necessary, while awaiting an emergency medical

response unit.

o The responding officer should be calm, sympathetic and understanding. To increase the

victim's emotional comforl and security prior to a transfer to a medical facility/ Rape Crisis

Center, the officer should explain to the victim the actions anticipated on the victim's behalf,

including a physical examination.

. The officer should also ask the victim to refrain from washing, showering, brushing teeth,

using a mouthwash, smoking, eating, chewing gum, breathe mints, hard candy, drinking,

douching, urinating, or defecating to prevent the loss of valuable physical evidence' The

evidentiary importance of preserving personal clothing and arlicles from the crime scene should

be explained. Even if a victim has bathed, douched, or changed clothing, the officer should

transport the victim to the appropriate medical facility for a medical forensic examination'

o The responding officer should also ask the victim basic questions about the sexuai assault.

Not more than two officers should conduct questioning in the greatest privacy available, and

questioning should be limited in scope to crucial information immediately needed by law

enforcement.

The crime scene will be processed per the investigating agency's operating policya
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o If the responding officer proceeds to the medicai facility/ Rape Crisis Center where the

victim is taken, the officer should:

a. Remain at the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center until the investigating law

enforcement officer(s) has arrived; and

b. Thoroughly brief the investigating law enforcement officer(s) on any information

about the victim, the assault, the assailant, and the crime scene, which the officer has

obtained. These briefings should take place in a private setting where other patients or

hospital personnel cannot overhear confidential information.

(2.) Delaved Reportins

Forensic evidence may remain for a general time period of up to 120 hours in the victim's

body or there may be evidence of tearing or other internal abrasions. For this reason, the victim

should be encouraged to seek medical care. A medical forensic examination includes the

collection of medical history to guide the medical provider, such as a SANE or other qualified

individual, in delivering medical care tailored to address the specific inquiries and medical needs

of the patient. The medical forensic examination provides treatment including but not limited to

Prophylaxis, Safety Plan Assessment, Fatality/Risk Assessment, Mental Health Assessment for

Rape Trauma Syndrome, STI testing, Strangulation Assessment, and intimidate Partner Violence

(IPV) Assessment.

(3.) The Examina and Law

Law enforcement officers should not be present during the medical examination of a

sexual assault victim, unless there is a specific evidentiary or investigative necessity that requires

their attendance. Any person, particularly a sexual assault victim, deserves a personal

examination free of unnecessary, non-medical strangers.

a

l. An Investigator will usually be summoned to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center

where the victim has been taken. The Investigator should respond immediately to the facility.

The Investigator should conduct a thorough interview with the victim and should document the

facts of the investigation and, if necessary, request The Haven Rape Crisis Center record the

interview with both audio and video equipment.
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f)urins the initial co the Investisator should:

. Clearly identify himself/herself to the victirn

o Verify the information obtained by the dispatcher and/or responding officer which may help

the police locate the suspect;

. Attempt to explain to the victim what is being done on the victim's behalf

. Inform the victim that another interview may be conducted at a later time.

o Interviews conducted by SANEs should be limited to medical history and sexual assault

history pertinent to guiding the exam only and for the purpose of any medical diagnosis and

treatment. It is imperative that every SANE remains focused on their role as a medical

professional, while also protecting the privacy and confidentiality of the patient in their care.

o The victim's interview at The Haven Rape Crisis Center may be video/audio recorded with

informed consent. It will ultimately be left up to the victim/patient whether they wish to have

their Medical forensic history recorded. Notice to the victim shall be accomplished by placing at

least one sign, printed in both English and Spanish, in the area where the interview shall be

colducted advising the victim that the interview may be videoiaudio recorded. Victims may be

asked to sign a written form consenting to the video/audio recording of the interview. If a victim

choses to not have hisiher medical forensic history recorded then every efforl should be made to

notify the assigned law enforcement Investigator in order to allow their presence for the medical

forensic history interview.

o The Investigator may consult with the victim advocate to explain the actions being taken by

the police and to seek their cooperation and assistance in future contacts with the victim.

o Transportation arrangements will be made to a safe location for the victim.

o The Investigator should verify that the chain of custody of the evidence obtained at the

medical facility/Rape Crisis Center is maintained correctly. The Investigator should ensure that

all evidence collected is inventoried and prepared for transfer to the crime laboratory if

appropriate. Investigators should confirm with the evidence custodian that the evidence is

transferred to the lab in a timely manner.
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a Victim Follow Up:

The primary law enforcement officer w-ill keep in touch with the victim as needed and as

is applicable for the investigation process. The primary law enforcement officer should refer the

victim to a Victim Advocate as determined necessary by the investigator.

O The Case Renort:

The primary investigation officer in a sexual assault case has the crucial responsibiiity of

compiling all the information leamed through the investigation. The case report will be the main

source of information for the prosecutors handling the case. Therefore, it is imperative that every

effort is made to be as thorough, accurate and informative as possible in building the report.

a

Although several different agencies come in contact with sexual assault victims at various

stages af\er a sexual assault is reported, the Haven Rape Crisis Center is the coordinating agency

for sexual victims, providing consistent support, consistent treatment, and advocacy throughout

the process. The Haven Rape Crisis Center provides emotional support and crisis intervention to

sexual assault victims and their families.

. Isi$slrcspsse
The safety and well-being of the victim should be the first concern of the victim service

provider. The role of the victim service provider is to:

o With the consent of the victim, help identify and address the immediate concerns of the

victims, (e.g., are they in a safe place, are there family and friends whom the victim wishes to be

contacted, are medical care or transportation to the hospital needed, is clothing needed to wear

home from the hospital);

r Instruct the victim to not destroy evidence by eating, drinking, bathing, urinating, douching ,

or washing clothes;

. Provide emotional support and crisis intervention to victim and their families;

r Be present during medical forensic examination (at the request of the SANE and/or victim);

and

. Help arrange transportation to and from the hospital or medical facility;
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For their own safety, and to avoid interfering with the investigation, victim advocates

shall not go to the crime scene unless accompanied by law enforcement. Victim advocates are

not investigators or attorneys and do not investigate cases or give iegal advice. The advocate at

no time will ask the victim questions related to the details of the assault. The role of the victim

advocate should be explained to the victim. The advocate should determine whether the victim

wishes to receive victim services.

Sexual offenders may be predatory andlor serial offenders. As such, any notification of a

sexual assault to the advocate should be reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency'

While the victim may decide not to pursue a criminal complaint of the incident, it may be

important to other ongoing investigations that law enforcement is made aware of the assault.

o Basic Services

Rape Crisis Advocates need to achieve an effective balance between advocating for

victims and working within the parameters of the criminal justice system. Basic services

provided by the Rape Crisis Center to victims, their families and friends may include:

. On-site examination room for use by Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners for medical

assessment, medical treatment, proper support assessments, and collection of evidence;

o A twenty-four hour crisis line;

o Accompanying a victim to a medical facility and providing support throughout the

medical examination;

o Provide clothing and hygiene items;

o If a survivor wishes the assistance, an advocate will accompany the survivor for any follow-

up medical visits;

o Throughout and after the medical visit, advocates help survivors deal with symptoms of

anxiety, fear, depression, loss ofcontrol, and decreased assertiveness;

o Advocates may accompany victim during initial police contact at medical facility;

r Video interviewing facilities for interviewing the victim;

o Victims will be referred to a counseling service. Valdosta State University students will be

made aware of counseiing services offered by the university;
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o Victims will be offered the choice to participate in support groups provided free of charge by

the Haven Rape Crisis Center;

o Advocates provide victims with assistance in understanding reporting options, victims' rights,

filing for crime victims' compensation, support throughout the prosecution of the case and

accompaniment to court;

o Information and referral to community resources; and

o Staff or volunteers will interact with agencies and individuals on behalf of sexual assault

victims in order to achieve a particular goal or results'

The advocate needs the cooperation of many other agencies to provide information and

support. Networking and maintaining effective lines of communication with law enforcement,

medical, prosecutorial, criminal justice, and other social service organizations are essential.
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o Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Resnonse

The role of the medical forensic personnel is to provide atimely, high-quality rnedical

forensic examination that can potentially validate and address sexual assault patients' soncerns.

minimize the trauma they may experience, and promote their healing. At the same time, it can

increase the likelihood that evidence coliected will aid in criminal case investigation, resulting in

perpetrators being held accountable and fuither sexual violence prevented. The main role of the

medical forensic personnel shall always relate to treatment and assessment rather than forensic in

collecting and preserving evidence. Medical forensic examinations shall be perforrned by a

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner ("SANE"), physician, nurse practitioner or physician's assistant

("PA") trained in performing such exalns.

Medical forensic examination resnonsi lities include:

. Obtaining informed consent from the patient for the medical forensic examination,

documentation and evidence collection

o Gathering the medical forensic history Conducting a medical physical examination

Coordinating treatment of injuries Documentation of biologic and physical findings Collection of

evidence from patient Documentation of findings

. Providing information, treatment, and referrals for STis, pregnancy Follow-up as

needed for additional treatment and/or collection of evidence Providing testimony at trial.

The Medical Forensic Examination

o Who Mav Reouest an U,xamination

With the consent of the patient, medical forensic examinations can be performed at the request of

(l) a Law Enforcement Agency, (2) the District Attorney's Office, (3) the Medical Examiner or

County Coroner's Office, (4) a Hospital, (5) Pursuant to a Court Order, or (6) at the

Patient's/Victim's Request Pursuant to O.C.G.A . 517 -5 -72'

a
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o Procedures for the Examination

In order to preserve the patient's dignity and confidentiality, all aspects of the medical

forensic examination, including consent, medical history, and details of the assault, will be

conducted in a private office or secluded space. A trained victim advocate will be available to

accompany the patient and offer emotional support during the examination. The advocate will at

no time ask the patient questions related to the detaiis of the assault. After explaining to the

patient the details of the examination, additional consents are obtained, a secondary assessment

is performed, and the history of the patient and the assault are taken. Note that while it is

important to document the history of the patient and the assault as completely as possible, the

examiner should not inquire about or document irrelevant aspects of the patient's sexual history.

After completing the documentation for this phase, a serum or urine pregnancy test is ordered on

women wi_th childbearing capabilities. The SANE shall perform a complete medical forensic

examination and upon completion, provide the patient with the proper precautionary medications

to help guard against certain sexually transmitted diseases and Plan B birth control medication.

These medications are prescribed by the physician supervising the SANE. The SANE shall

complete the Sexual Assault Response Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence

Collection Form and return it to the Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate within 5 business days.

Said form will then be made available to the Investigator and Prosecutor'

o Collection of Forensic Evidence

Any forensic evidence collected within 120 hours of a sexual assault should be

documented in the Georgia Bureau of Investigation/Division of Forensic Sciences Sexual

Assault Evidence Collection Kit (GBVDOFS). The findings of the exam should be documented

completely, noting injuries on the relevant anatomical diagrams. After the examination and

evidence collection are completed, the examiner should check the labeling of all evidence and

package it as instructed in the GBi Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. The SANE shall

release the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit, a copy of the Sexual Assault Response

Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence Collection Form, and all evidence

collected to the appropriate law enforcement official. The official should sign for this material,

establishing a "chain of custody".
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Adequate and proper collection of specimen samples from the patient's body for forensic

analysis is essential following the medical care of the patient. Biologic evidence collection shall

be conducted in accordance with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) procedures using a

GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. This kit shall be utilized to collect samples from

the patient's body to perform semen testing through DNA analysis. A separate Drug Facilitated

Sexual Assault kit for biological specimens shall be utilized for collection of blood and urine

samples from the patient's body to determine if the sexual assault was drug facilitated. The

instruction sheet provided in each kit should be followed explicitly for proper evidence

collection. Inadequate collection andlor preservation of evidence may hinder suspect

identification. Immediate air drying (no heat) of samples is critical for the optimum preservation

of the evidence. All labeling or identifying information must be accurately completed. The label

should include: the name of the patient, date and time of collection, sample source (or contents of

clean paper bag when clothes are collected), and person collecting the sample.

Georgia law requires consent to any and all medical procedures (O.C.G.A. $ 31-9-2).

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-9-7, the legal age of consent for medical treatment is 18. However, there

are exceptions. For tests and treatment connected with pregnancy, a female can consent

regardless of her age or marital status.

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-17-7, any minor can consent without either parent's permission to

those medical services, which deal with the treatment of a sexually transmitted disease.

Emergency cases can be rendered under implied consent.

o Payment Procedures for Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner or Other Medical Providers

After completion of a forensic exam, the SANE or medical provider conducting the

medical forensic examination will complete all required documents and payment forms as

provided by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) of Georgia. The required forms

and documents will be submitted by the SANE or medical provider to the Haven Rape Crisis

Center directly for reimbursement for exam costs only.
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o State-Wide Sexual Assault Kit Trackins System:

Sexual Assault Kit tracking will be provided to all victims for updates on the location and

status of sexual assault kits throughout the criminal justice process, inciuding the initial

collection in sexual assault medical forensic examination perfonned at medical facilities, receipt

and storage at law enforcement agencies, receipt and analysis at forensic laboratories, and any

destruction after completion of analysis.

Tracking will allow facilities performing sexual assault medical forensic examinations,

law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, the Division of Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau

of Investigation, and other entities having custody of sexual assault kits to update and track the

status and location of sexual assault kits. Victims of sexual assault will be able to anonymously

track or receive updates regarding the status of their sexual assault kits using electronic

technology or technologies allowing continuous access (O.C.G.A. S 17-5-74).

.@
A crime is an illegal act or omission for which someone can be punished by the

govemment. A felony crime is a prohibited act, which carries possible punishment of one year or

more in the State Penitentiary. Under Georgia law, all felonies are in the jurisdiction of Superior

Court and are prosecuted by the District Attorney's Office for the Circuit in which the crime was

committed. The District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit prosecutes felony

cases in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

Most crime victims regard a criminal case as their case and expect the prosecutor to

pursue the case according to their wishes. Victims of sexual assault, which can include some of

the most violent and traumatic cases handled by prosecutors, are no exception to this general

rule. This sometimes results in conflict between the victim and prosecutor as to the appropriate

resolution of the criminal case. While the victim is primarily concerned only with their

individual case and feeiings regarding the case, the prosecutor has taken an oath to uphold the

Constitution and laws of the United States and the State of Georgia. The prosecutor represents

the interests of the people of the State of Georgia (i.e., society as a whole) not merely the

interests of the individual victim.
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It is the ultimate legal responsibility of the prosecutor to determine the disposition of any

case. including sexual assault crimes. it is the policy of the District Attorney's Office of the

Alapaha Judiciai Circuit to make such a determination after careful consideration of the feelings

and position of the victim, victim's family members and the law enforcement investigator who

has had primary responsibility for the investigation. While the majority of cases prosecuted by

the District's Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit are resolved with the agreement

of the victim, such cannot always be the case. In any event, it is the policy of the District

Attorney's Office to explain the reasons for disposition of cases to victims. This is especially

important when the disposition is contrary to the victim's wishes. If, after hearing the reasons, a

victim is not in agreement with the disposition of the criminal case, he or she always has the

option of filing a civil suit against the perpetrator in which the victim will be a named party and

can direct his or her private attorney as to how to proceed in that action.

a Victim s - Office of Dis Attornev

In 1995, the Georgia Legislature adopted lhe Crime Victims' Bill of Rights (Codifred at

O.C.G.A. S 17-17-1).These rights include but are not limited to:

. The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any scheduled court proceedings or

any changes to such proceedings;

e The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of the arrest, release, or escape of the

accused;

o The right not to be excluded from any scheduled court proceedings, except as provided in

this chapter or as otherwise required by law;

o The right to be heard at any scheduled court proceedings involving the release, plea, or

sentencing of the accused;

. The right to file a written objection in any parole proceedings involving the accused;

o The right to confer with the prosecuting attorney in any criminal prosecution related to the

victim;

o The right to restitution as provided by law;

. The right to proceedings free from unreasonable delay; and
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o The right to be treated fairly and with dignity by all criminaljustice agencies invoived in the

case.

The first requirement for a victim to exercise his or her rights is to be made aware of

those rights. The District Attorney's Office of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit provides local law

enforcement agencies an outline of those rights for distribution to crime victims. This outline is

given to the victim by the responding officer and includes the phone number of the District

Attorney's Office Victim Assistance Program for further information.

If a member of the District Attorney's Office is not called to the scene, an attempt to

contact the victim of a sexual assault will be made within 24 lo 48 hours or at a reasonable time

once sufficient information becomes available. Incident repods from investigating law

enforcement agencies are examined daily to insure victim notification.

Upon initial contact, one of the District Attorney's Victim Advocates will attempt to

coordinate an immediate face-to-face interview and will advise the victim of his or her rights

under O.C.G.A. $ 17-17-1, et. seq. If the responding officer did not provide the victim rights

outline to the victim, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will provide that outline, as well as

a copy of a brochure explaining the criminal justice process in basic terms.

The District Attorney's Victim Advocate will also explain the availability of victim

compensation and will offer assistance with completing the application, as well as contacting the

Governor's Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Division of Victim Compensation if needed.

The District Attorney's Office appeals adverse decisions of Victim Compensation if the office

believes that the denial was made in error. At the initial meeting, as well as subsequent meetings,

the District Attomey's Victim Advocate will make reference to support services appropriate to

the needs of the victim.

Whenever possible, the District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of any proceeding in

which the release of the accused will be considered and offers the victim the opportunity to

express his or her opinion on the release of the accused pending judicial disposition' If any

accused is released on a pre-trial bond, a bond after conviction, or given a probated sentence, the
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District Attorney's Office requests of the Court to make "no contact with the victim, directly or

indirectly," a condition of the release. The District Attorney's Office fuither notifies the victim of

his or her right to notify the offrce if the accused violates the condition of release or if anyone

else subjects them to threats or intimidation. Upon a victim's written complaint of such and/or

other evidence produced, the District Attorney's Office can take action to petition the Court to

revoke bond or probation and/or bring criminal charges against such individual.

During any hearing or trial, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate makes all reasonable

attempts, consistent with Courl facilities, to ensure that the victim waits in an area separate from

the accused, his friends, and family.

Prior to disposition of the accuser's case, the prosecutor offers the victim the opportunity

to express the victim's opinion on the disposition of the case, including plea or sentence

negotiations and participation in pre-trial or post-trial diversion programs. The oppoltunity is

given for both oral opinion and also in the form of a written Victim Impact Statement from the

victim.

The District Attomey's Office notifies the victim of all hearing/court dates/post

adjudication proceedings, which can affect the custodial status or disposition of the case. This is

accomplished by both telephone contact and with written notice when possible. Victims are also

notified of appellate/parole decisions and where possible, the prosecutor assists the victim in

communicating with both the Department of Corrections (prison system) and Parole Board. The

prosecutor's office also assists the victim with enrolling in the24 hour automated notification

system operated by the Department of Corrections to notify the victim of any escapes from

custody by the perpetrator.
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a General Procedures

After a suspect is arrested. the Magistrate Judge forwards a copy of the warrant to the

District Attorney. Cases are assigned to a specific prosecutor when the warrant is received' The

Districr Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit primarily utilizes a hybrid-vertical

prosecution case-assignment system. Therefore, the prosecutor initially assigned the case will

follow it through until its conclusion in the office. The ultimate assignment of prosecutors to a

case is the responsibility of the elected District Attomey who has that legal obligation as part of

his official duties.

In every case which appears to be able to be resolved only by trial, as opposed to some

other disposition, the prosecutor and advocates make all reasonable efforts to visit the courtroom

with the victim when there is no court action taking place in order to acclimate the victim to the

couftroom and explain trial procedures in an attempt to raise the comfort level for the victim

under admittedly unpleasant circumstances'

Each sexual assault victim is provided the name and phone number of the prosecutor and

victim advocates assigned to his or her case, and the staff of the District Attorney's Office is

always available to advise and consult with victims, from the date of the incident, until literally

decades later when parole issues arise.

.@
There are a number of costs associated with a sexual assault, in particular the costs of

collecting evidence; hospital or health provider fees including fees for the physical examination;

lab expenses including the collection of specimens, tests for pregnancy and tests to detect the

presence of HIV antibodies; medications to prevent sexually transmitted diseases; follow-up; and

treatment for any injuries, In addition there may be costs to the victim of lost wages, and for a

family, funeral expenses.
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(1.) Payments for Forens

When evidence relating to an allegation of rape is collected in the course of a medical

examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime Victims

Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Titie 17, shail be responsible for the cost of

the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the limited purpose of

collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-1)

When evidence relating to an allegation of aggravated sodomy is collected in the course

of a medical examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime

Victims Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter l5 of Title 17, shall be financially

responsible for the cost of the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the

limited purpose of collecting evidence. (OCGA I6-6-2)

(2.) Victims' Comnensation Fund

For other medical costs associated with the assault such as the pregnancy test, test for

HIV, emergency contraception, and treatment for any injuries, reimbursement can be claimed

through the Victims' Compensation Fund, and if an application is made and approved payment

will made directly to the hospital or other medical provider, including a Sexual Assault Nurse

Examiner. However if a victim is insured or on Medicaid, then those sources should be sought

before the Victims' Compensation Fund is used.
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We, as members of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol

Committee, hereby sign our support and commitment to the policies and procedures as

documented and set forth herein this Protocol, to the training and implementation of such, and to

the ongoing process of facilitating through the Sexual Assault Response Team, a multi-

disciplinary, coordinated response to the crime of sexual assault and sexual assault victims.

Approved and adopted this of Septemb err 2025.

At Larse Members:

/.
ct Attorney Chase L. Studstill

Chairmen, Sexual Assault Protocol Comrnittee
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

=fi/-b..:*,Dr. Stewart Warren, MD
Magnolia Urgent Care
Local Citizen Member

Michelle Girtman
Executive Director
The Haven Rape Crisis Center

The Rape Crisis Center

\/1

Sexual Assault Health Care Professional

-l o*1lcr r <1-- ;cVlctncl
aziuu\ A t Su])t 6Lu-no\""'
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ATKINSON COUNTY

I fl
Honorable Carol G. Durrance, Judge

Magistrate Court of Atkinson County

Derrick Touchton, Police Chief
Pearson Pol Department

Francisco
Willacooc

Police Chief
lice Department

+
Moore, Sheriff

Atkirrson County Sherifls Office

fi': t't, ,e)
Arnber DeCosta, RN, CountY Nurse Manager

Georgia Depaftment of Public Health

Lf."ra-^r- trc 4^rnJ^
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CO

S, Ray au tk, eriff
Berrien C Sheriff s Office

Honorable Doug
Berrien County Magistrate Court

, Police Chief
Alapaha Police Department

Ronald Knowles, ce Chief
Nashvil le Police Department

Bowen, , RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health

Anthony Perkins, Police Chief
Enigma Police Department

Chief
Ray City Police Department
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CLINCH COUNTY

Judge X.i\.-rt lr {
Magistrate Court

Keith Jackson, Police Chief
Homerville Police Department

Raymond Peterson, Sheriff
Clinch County Sheriff s Office

0,,i.l.-! rw
Jennl fer RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health
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COOK COUNTY

Chief Judge Doug Hanks, Sheriffonora Stephen M. Chammoun,

Cook Magistrate Courl

Audie Rowe, Po

Adel Police DePartment

avoris Be ice Chief
Sparks Police DePartment

Cook County Sheriff s Office

Rebecca Allgood, , County Nurse Manager

Georgia Depatlment of Public Health

Joe Police Chief
Police Depaftment
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LANIER COUNTY

Ni riffor e Victoria Chief Judge

Lanier County Magistrate Court

S Police
Lakeland Police Department

Lanier County Sheriff s Office

KN
Lee, RN, unty Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health
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Addendum 1:

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
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Addendum 2:

Business Associate Agreement
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rl))rircirf)lc,:\llJnlllci{)lrlllccsrol)lllllcrcirrsirlrllt;ccrotlsltitc:(llirirtclrttlclil'jlti4Ss;()(:lA'll:
irEicirs lt0t Io us(] ol tlisclosc (trr'pcilrrit lltcr Ltte ot tlisclosu|c ui; i'ill iLt t rttilt'ttut tlilrl",,'orrlrl

!i0lfit.l lhc rcquifcr.ilctlts cil tltc llri','rtrry litnrrciaLijs 0r si:ctllity SloriLlnLtls ilthC Itlll lvcrc itlcrl r't.

ijiscloscc] by r\rrLhor.ily iu^ u.i. ,*,n, i.,,ouu.r. ASS()CIn',l ll shirll rrsc xpi)t'oPl'iittc sttlcgLra|ils ltr

1tr6,i:11 rlic usc i'. rlisclosrrLr of FIll ctl:cr thatl irs i:xpicssly pclrrritlcrl rrrtdcl thiS Agt cr;tncnt'

|,2 ASS0CIATti slrnll intplcrncnt apprc|)rietg aclrninistrativg,.plrysicnl nrl<l tccltnicul

sarsguards rncl irr ntr .,;;;-;"rt;;,;,i|p1u.*iti'Ji'rrpt* c of.4.5-.cult l'art 164 itt ordcr to

prorccr rhe cont'i<icntiatitl,,'j.i-rlity tt-r oruirrrrifi.tl "iiil- 
pll and UPIII thrrt it crcatcs' rcccivcs'

mnintnins or tron$1,lts on bchnitof rtyhgrity. nSSOif'fff coverlauts thalsrrclt snfegtrnrds shlll

inolu<le, witSout limitntion, inrplcmcnting ivrirten policics zurct pul'ccd'rr:s i* compliancc witlr

HIpAA a'd Alq{A, co'clucti'g a scctrrily risk nsseinrcnt, a'<l 6nirriug ASSOCIA'I5 employce's

who will lravc access to p;ll witS respcct lo trt. poii.its nntl procctlur* rcquircd by l{ll'Ar\ a*d

Al(]l/.

l3Inthccvcntolasecuri{yIncir}ctrr'inclrrdirrgnBrcaclr(a".-hulcirraftcrdcfirred)or.
any c,,i.rer. usc or discl0sr,r- *it*ft is noipcLmittcd unttu' tt'';"t Agrccr:rcrlt of nny PI{l o| Efl'll tlrlt

AssoclA,l.E accesses, ,"ri*iri,ir,-i*rnr, ,r,nan.r, rocords. siores, tlnst.oys' 01'olhcrwisc holds

or uses on behnllol'Autho|ity in ccnncclion wirh tic llusiness Arr:angentetlt, ASSOCIA]'L'I sh$li

rcport .such security rn.iJ.nt o. ott,eL irpirlcnt ro {.he i\uthority witlrin lcil (10) days o['disctrvurv

by thc AssoClATE, i"r.n.il; oirall nrcsn tlre unat(lrorized acquisition' Accrcss, trscr or

tlisclostrrc ol i,HI whiclr "iJ'p*n'iu.' 
the sccurity or privncy of such irtforntaliorr.

1 t\ In the evc't uj. a IlLeach of Unsecrircri pltl, r\SSoctAI'll shell pLovide ,'\trthor:itv

.,vith Noticc thcr.eof. Nti.. .l a Breach sliail be rn lvriting anii jnclLrrlt:: (i) Llre idcnriiicaiion ol'

cach individrial whose Plll has bcetl, ot'is rcasotlabiy bslievcri ro itlrvc trretl' ?'cccsstd' ilcclr'ri|ed'

oL cliscloscd cliiring thc'[...trtt (ii) a bLici descri'tion ol 16c citcttttrstarliis s\rrlorrnding t5c

llreach; (iii) ths datc of tt,r g*fi; tl") rtt. dstc oldiscovcly of the llrcnch; (v) lhe scopc of tltc

Ilreaclr; (vi) ASSOCdiB*;6;'u" to rl,. .Brcsch 
an<l tlc irlurtificati.n of t6c pnrty

l.psponsiblc for oausing t5s Breucli, if knowrr; (vii) n lescription of thc typ*s of trusecrrrcd pl-lt

involvsd in thc Brcsch i;;. ;;;;, rocinl securiry nr.rrubcrs, dntcs ol'hi.lih, nd<lrcssc$' {Gcotrnt

nurnbcrs, <li*gnostic tr,-riii'l'iiity codes' ctc');.(vili; nny steps.rvhiclt slroirkl bc taltg'r bytRbctcd

irrriividtrals to prolcct trrrrirriur. finnr 
'olorrtial 

hur,,i,'"ti'lii''g fi'ottt lltc llicactr; (il) u b'icl

tlcscription $l wlurt AsiOCtA'fn is <{oirrg to ittvcstignte tlc l}n:rclt' to ntitig*te hann {cr

indivictuals, a*tl ro !,,;;;i;;;ir*r nny il,Lttrc,' lJrenclcsi n*d (x) thc rrttrtro ttrtil conluct

infbr.nratio^ ol.a liaisrirr lvhonr tl]e ArrthoLity rnty ctrutnct rvith inqttiries cottccnritlg thc lJrcnclt'

I5
: nib rniat ion

rtvailaLr lc.

ASSo(]lA,lIi '.;hall stll:11[tlirtctti lrtry Nrlticc o|'l.itr:irr;lt 1rr.o.lir'Icrl trr llt;; t\ttll'toiit''1,as

lr,lrioh was Irot lcuown;l tlrc tiLrut 0i tliLr oIiljirr:rl Nrtricc nf'llr',ritclr bccotttcs

1.6 Irr tlrc r;vt:Dt ul n l.]r'cach. ASSoi)tA'l'll shnll, rrr rr()rrstlltr{i'rr i'viili:\LltlroriLy'

rrritiliatc, li: lirc c;<l.cttt pliritit:uhlc' arrv [ritLttlllll t:iicct ul srtlll l-]Lc:tclt tllill i'i ki!\r\" 1r i(l

AiSO(llri lll
.). ljse rr1. l,lIt. ASs()ClA'l'l.l shrrJl usc Plil: (i) srrlcly lirr .,\ilthnIi(y'ri burrcJit irritl rtrtil {t'L

I ,1,;,,,tilit,J,l,,:"jl:i'liil:,;;*" 
;;#'*; 

i;;.i::iidilli:f 
":;d'ilili:,lil,,lll;;1"":;

AiS()OlA'lir, ()l'lo cariy o'rr its Ic1r"L '"1'l'*iftiiiii--' .1'rovirlcil 
tlrul:rtti:lt lllicJ' ilri: irrrrtrilh:tl

:i.,(lrr! it!lct,il atitl :lir{t: litil' i';lclir:;""ii!t;r'rvi';t'(lxlil'L\\l)' |"ttrtilt':tl ltt:tcitt ttl'i' li:rli:'r\:tl i)y



a j;lrl.. l\S]ii)1.1.\l.l,l.li;.lj iti)l Il.i|]ilt.li:;:lit.tJt: |'lli lili i]l]j ])llll)j}I1::;tlIlttlr lj:all ilttr';i: ::|.''i.''|1.1';.

.1,,,:,,'1i11 s.it:lii ri't;iirr;ill -i+,.:.i jrr tirc l'ill ttt,l 1',t'ttitlrl'l itL;rt:ilr' l'l:;r:' i:ttr'riiltrt ;:r-(! (lr';1jr;"r''' i)i .li '

r., rii irrg l;'1 i'trtl I rrtti l1'.

; l)iscls.r$rc 9J_]]ILL S..:lljcr;t ii: an), ]iirlijatiorrs irr Jhrs Ag,Lccrr;;]ll, l\S;:.()[.]/t'f i.,,iri';,

rii.st:l.sc PIII io ri.y ilrirri-iii'ty lmtscrls or clliifies Es lleccssary l' pcLlilrm il'r o6lign{iorl:i rrrrrl''

tlrc ilrrsines"^ An.angcrrreni with Authority fl6d 
^s 

l)erfiitterl or ruquirctl lly n1:plicablc fcdcial tri

$tete lnw, Furthcr, ASSOCIA'IF. may <lisclose PIlt ibr lhc propeL mflllagcnorrt ail{l

adrninistlatiorl {)t'ASSO;innipiooia.i that: (i) strch disci.silcs ate rcqrrilcf by-lawlot fii'

ASSOCIA'I'E: {a) obfnir:s ,.urou.Ut, Bssuriutces iiuro *,y third parly to.whom the infrrmalion ii;

tiisclosecl that it rvill bc hclci confidsntial and lru1lier use<t ancl iisclosed only as rcquired by tai'i

crr I'oi thc lilirl.)0se i,:l it,hich ii rvas clisciosctl lo ttre thiLr.J 1'riu'iy; (b) rcqLriles the lliird ilarill r:o

Rtr.ec 1c inll'rdlately notilS' AS'SOCIATE ol ally instattc'cs of wlLich it i's avrare :iial PIll is belng

rse.d cr.rlisllt'ser.l lbr a puLpc.s" iliar is not cthervrise proviclecl ftrr in this.AeLl5mcn] tll f"] 
",

jrlfpr)sc nol cx1'.cssly itcimined by the Privac,v StandarCs; anti (c) ensllres that all rijsclosures oi
'pt,ti 

iro AS,SOCIAI-E and tlc thircl larty comply wifJi the pri'ciple of urninirnutrt 
^ecessaiy 

Lr's3

a.c1 cirsclosuLc," i.o., r,nly 'ihe rriini;nirrn FUt tt*ii, rlece.ssary to acconpiish the intendeC purilose

inzLy l,'c ilisc[r:;cd. ll r\SSO(,iAlU discloscs I'FIl receiveC iitln Authoriqr, oL ctcalcC ol teceiverj

'oy .i\ss()clATE on l.,ehrrll of Aulhority, rl agerrts, incl'.rcling a pen'rittcd sitbcotrl].;ir-':r

(ooilerrii.ely, ''i-cciprenls"), z\SSOCI-ATti shall recure Recipierrts.to agfee in vzriting to the

sai.e r.csiiicTlors and .u'',iifion. tLat apply t0 ASSOCLATII unCeI this Agreernrnt To thi; exterll'

1r.,l,r,i,r.J by laiv, ASSo(llATE shail- bc lirlly liz"blc to A:thor:'-1' lor airy acts, fiiiiu'es .i
orrrissio,rs c,i' it-ccil.ients in hrrrrjshing thc scn,ices as if thcy we|e ASSoCL{'l'E's o-vvll acts.

i.ailr:res ul, <.,r..,:ssioi.rs. ASSo()nTE shall iepori to Ar.ithority alil/ 'I.isc 0r di'sclosure of PI-il r:ci

1.ie:;u1ei1 iri, ihis z\g;:lemeilt, of rvhit;h it becomes i',wale, sttch ieP0rl lo be nTade will-tirl Fl"'c (5)

li"yr-rf aiSOCla;i il bec.lnrir'rg awarc c,f sLrcL ltse or discl<;sure A.cSOCIi{I'E aglee)- t{')

mitigare, to lhc r;xlent praclr:u][ .ilJ_'{]i::_:..othcL'r','ise L'eLlut:stod by Author'i-'y in rvriiIlg, r'uy

nruxll,,t elfccr. thtrt is k,r,own tcr ASSOCIAi'll rur<i is thLr resuh of :r llse iri ciisclosut'e of Pllirrv

A-qSC](llA'lji or F'ccipients in violallori ol'tliis r\greerrrent'

4.. Illalvrilua| Rightrr llgeardlng.I}gsiglrslsd3!$0ld.$gl& ]i;\SSOCIATI nrainttritis a

I)esignarcd Rccortl Sct on l.rchajf of Authority, ASS(ICIAIE shalt: (r) provide access to, 'r:rd
p*r"ir i*porion anrl copyi.-rg of PFTI by Authority 0r. as di1'ccted by Arrthority, al inclivich:al

:,r4ro is the subject.:i the'pi1l unrier c:onrlidons and lirniiations lequired untlcr'45 CI'R .l6'1 5'j4,

o, i, *ry be ameircled fyorn 1:inre t0 linc; ai:rri (ii) arncitd PIll mailliliticd b)' ASSOCIA'I'I ' tis

reqi.rcslej by Authgdty. ASSOtllAll,shali rcspr.lnd to atiy l'ecitrcst h'or. AL.lttrority fi,t al:ct:ss lii'

ail irLdividuatl wiLhirr {ivt (5) cays of sulh rcrlitest and shall lnake any ariicnclnlciii t'ccltttrillurl lrr'

Au1hority rvithil ren (10) days ol .sucir requcst. 'lhe intbnrLaliot'r siiali bc pLcvidcd iii thir t'i'tit' t''

It,rrrat requcstctl, il it is reariily procjncibi, iu such lcLtrt c't lbr'irriit, ct itl :;ttnttttit;i. il 1ir"

irrdividuai'ltar agL.ccrJ ir; aIva;rce 1.o acccpl the; ittf'oirLtatiolt iu slitnnrari' {iliriL' -'\ fi:astrttal;l':, 
"'r:1-

ba;ccl fcr: l-rr ci:1;yi1g t.ill r:.ay bc chlrg.ell. ALrthoLity shrll rieterrnirtc ti'hiiltc:t it Lli'it'al i'l

aLrl;Lc.r1t;.ia1,: or ;tir cxcglitio,r a.1,1,1ies, ASSOili/r'l L sltall rr,tlily i\r-rtlrrrLil-v IvitirirL {lt't' 1li) ii'i;-r'r ir/'

reccipi ol itrry ,-^('1e,- lbr ,6rcgi:r i-,1;lrrrclrrirrri;rt lry i;rr iririiviclLrlrl.;\rrtlrtlrity r;iLiill r.i:L'ltttririi:

rn,lrrti-rct to 11rl1pL rtr clcttv rli,v .rcces-\ 1ir lrlr0nrlrILirl rcilLreslctl lr'v tlr,: irttiiviilLLai r'rSSO(]1.'\'i l';

:;hnjl lta,lc fl rlrorre,is i,, 1,i,r",: Ibr lr:i1ric';ls f,Jl ;.rinuilalrr(:rlls illl!l iirl al-';lciiclirrl; sttch Icrlticsls II Llic

I)esii:,naled llecrird Sct' as lccy.lcstt:C l:,v ,\ulhority'o



(? i. 4,c-$r'r.U!l!i1lt1 ttJ'l)-iSglUrtt:s.r ;\SS(llllA'l'E lllnll rrtakc uvaillhle to Att(hcrity itt tcslruttsc

tfr ir icqllc;-[ li.gnt .rn in,iiffi,l,--i,ti,r.'r.tlicrtt ,".1,,i,*.t lOt' ltt lcCO.rtrtlirlg rrl <iiSt:losrrtcs 'i- 
Itlll

rvillt tr;s1tc{:' tl rltc irrclit'i'itt:rl, ir; acc'rtclrrt'r0 \vilh d5 Cljl{ $164'528' 0s it may bc rrulcndcrl li'ortt

iir.c 1o riiirr-:. i.r:.r.1:orlriirg cr.:r;:1:ti,.rirs ''c i'trch lcCotlrrtittg iiasigrrnicrl ttntlCt'thc r'Cgulntion' Siuch

ect:orrnlir,ii iri li:rritcrl lci di.scir-silrcs lltrL rve|c nlido in titc six16) yeal's prior lo lhc rvtltrcst nrrrl

shlll nOt irrolttrlc i1i1, iliscrigstttes tlt:tt v"'trLo ,rrntlc ltriul'ttt thc cOrnpliattcc tlAtr: CI thC l'rivtci'

Srartiards. ASSOCIiVI': ,t,.,, p,,)ri,f. strt:h infot'nration ttecr:ssaty to plovidc an rccolrllting

rviirriu ilriiLi (l(r) iitys 3f ;iutirtt'iiy"s tcqrrest. Srtclt tccotttttilul must bc providcd withottt <;o5t {0

rLrc iurlivirlLr,rl i.rr. io Arrrhor.ity il ii is tlrr: tlrst aouounting l'{r(lreste(l by an indivirltiir} witlrirr any

l.!\,cii,c (12) nrorrilr periotl; l,or',,.v.i, a |casoriable, cost"bJscd fcc lnay bc charged hl stthse<1trt:ttt

Irccountings if ASSO(IIAf[ i'lhrrms Authtrrity snd nu{hority informs thc individrral in advattcc

of rlrc fcc. ar:d the irt6ividual is affirrcled an opportunity to withdraw or modis the rcqucst' Suclr

accourriing obligatiotrs sfiall srrrvive tclmination of this Agrcemant Blld shall continuc as long as

r\SSOCL{TE maintains I'l Il,

6. \Yitlrdrnwal of AuthorizFtiqrr. Il the use or <lisclosu::c o1'l'l-ll in this r'gLc;rtreitl is

baseci upou u,, in,liui,t,illffiJilitSolization tbr the irsc of his or ht:r Plll' a;'d (i'r thc

inelivichral le'rokcs such aulhorizalion irr writing, (ii) tho cft'ectiYe (late of sttcli a'utho|izatioii hos

sxpirccl, or (iii) lhc cor:sent or nltthorization ii defective in an1' tnanne[ that |endctx it irr'alid'

,r-iiotjln'r'l agrccs, lf ir has rtoiice ol'such t'evooal.iorr r-rL ir'validity, to ccil'sc the u'ie nn<1

clist:iosurc or airy sr:c1r inr.livtiLral's PIII cxcePt to thc oxiellt it has Lciiuri orl sLioh ''rsc {ri

rJisclo.sLrrc, 91- gii11;l c an oxccpticrn ltttrlct ille Privacl'stancar:ds cx1.rt:ssiv applres

"/ . llcqol.(l.q nnd Aqdit, ;\SSOCIA'[E slrall rnaks available to the scclctlry ct (he lJ'S'

Ltrpor,,r,ififtturttt., ,ii}u:nan Sctvices (thc "secrctary") or ils ag*nts, ils irttcrna! prnctices,

b<l.lts. aurl recox,ls Lclirtirg ro ttrc usc and clisclosure of PHI tecoive,d frotn, cro{tcd' or l€ccive(l

rr,, ,fiSOt;ln'l'l:. ,rr bcha# ,tl;\Lrrlrolr',y ibl th,: i:trrposc of dclcrrnining Autircrity's comPliattcc

,,,,ir1., tl.,* [)r.ivacy Sla.claLds or any othcr l.ealth ovclsight agenc)/J in:i Lirrrc and tnattnci

dcsignirtcri by thu Sect etaty. Ilxccpt lo lhc extent p|oribitcti b',' lar'"'' ASSt-lCIr\l'F' ilgrucs iL)

notii,r ,,L,'LhoriLy imrrietlin(cly' rrporl |ec;c:ipt by ASSOCIAIF ot any flttd a]1 r'ctlL:ests ov or L)(r

bchall rriany.,id ull g,,u.r,,itt,:rrr aLtlholilii.rs sctvu,J i,l.rrtrl ASSO(JIl\'l'1; lbr t']ll'

ti, ( loLrfidentiality.

g.l ASSO{liATl:: shiiji talie aily si.r.|s |cusoitaLrly r'eqLri|ec{ irr: (i) pLotcct Pljl iinrri

runruthr.rrizerJ r.rscs itI clisclosriLcs, arlti (ii) r0airr{rirr thc contltlcntialiLy tnd inli:ority oi l)ill'

g). l'pc prr.rics shail cornply ri,ith all fedelal antl stalc litrvs govctttittg llrc:

corr{iciontiality artd pr'iviic.v ril'hcaltlr ir:fbrn'iatioti lliitt atc tr1;plicirbltr lrt lltont. ros)ccLi\r()ly'

irrclLrclirrg, rvithrtirt lirnitarilrr;, l.llPA./. anri thc LegLrlirIions pLornLrl.qated tltelcttlrtlcL, :rrlcl i\lIl{;\
and tlto rcgrrl.atiolrs ltlotlttLlSiilclrl tltc:eilnrlcL'

9.,{.cglL.snd-*Isuni!s!isu.

t.] l'iris :\gr.cc.tcrrr sirlll cor)1nr-rrcr) oLr tiic Liltciivc iiatl.r: nrirl :;h:til ri'til;titr itr ':t'ii: '

Lr,iLil rr;rrr;ir,:rr.i:ri iit.tcc,.ricj:lr;ic.",,itlt ill{; lat'|ls ol lhii Sr:r:tillrt 9, pLor,'itL;:1. ii,'ti'ct,:i, 'i:lr', lLl:"

lr;ilirirr:rr.iij:t qil.rli rrr)t lilc,:t iitr l'!j-1.)1)r-tivrr i'l:iill:riiil:;.s ul Li11iil.,i ;rj'tlli; l';trt l; :''t 'i;i" 't' ' t I 
i'

.irjtli.)(.lt.Crlt i.,ri!rf l(r iltr' ij1,;Clivr: iii.tir. r;I lt't,l irraliirtl lli ili ri'lri''l-i S]l'lli C1!rri tr"' i ' 'lr''''"''l' "' ''
,-','jirlt ltc;:. luit) rrt.I



I .\llilloirL.vililiii ".r'iil'''i;fii'i'llii'i;il'i-:'\1;1""1rii 
;r'i i "

;r,r:,r' , iitl ,j:;r' tr"ili:t ltlrii'.) i l '\s.!lli'l'\ 1'

:.'..i1\trtliiltit.\',lttji:r;ttir:'iiscrotir;'l'liil:'lilltlllc{lirliil!)'lr'lllri,iliii'Llli:;\|1';'11"rri"i
r,r:lJi ;r;lir., r:,) liillllar nbligfitirlil: lrl r\SS{)Cll,ill li'-i'i:Lirt<lC| ii rl'l'i oi'i]rlr iirllr"'itrll !rr/riirrl ' '11

i;;ir r: :r.', li: r'i I , l\i l;i .jl,l.iil), .1,,1'

(:l)V('-;lilill.1),

alir;t rirr'iIi"r.tr

o

i.r) ASSr-iL.lii. I I; sli'ili iir:l i'J obsclvc dr pclfb'!ll i':i ttrrLl rr i;rl

{)hiigai;'.rrl -roritairlcJ irl tlris Agrecrttirtl ibt'iclr {it)) rlli';

t;\r'llcc ilicic(rl lta: l'rcin giv<:'i Lo /"SSl)iliATF il;:'t'L'lhtrrir;: t;i

ilr) l\ r,it,il.:itill bv ,rSSo(]IAII'i of arry proVi5iOjl iri. lll., J,t.i'rl:.,, Si:.tillI:'r.'i:' rr'

applic:rblcicric:'i:lt'rijtfltcprivBcylawLelallrrqlolltei'rii''it1i1;11::ri
A'5 SOCI:\'l ]: irirdcr ihis i\ gr'(1{rr rr slli'

9.'l l'':l:11inaii'-rn ol itris z\gLectltcrl" iii|eiLher'oi' tl''e lv"'c )]oasrrls sbi jir|ift ttr

Subsr:c:ii:n 9.3 abor,:: rt-toil fr. cUUS0.ilr ArrtltOliry to inirncdiately lcrmiirili-c {ilt ';aust::ttt'1

lJusjr:trss i\:..1.;t!1gcrilelrt 
'pr,rrr,rn, 

lq whirtll A'SSOf llA jl. i:j elltitle(i [o r'ilccivr ]'i1i llc'tt

,\r,"tct'ii

t,jklllcevcnti-lllleitile:Pal1-vi"rsknowioo3cr;l:r'tna''t::ir'll;-l'L;1.:oit[:s
,\!r:oi,rcnt 'ev rirc urft".'f't'ti, a:ld cu.t: is not pc'ssil'i"',ltt.^,.n:'ll-.|.'t*t"t'ntt l)l-;.::: ''juill

ir-.i::rr:ilia-,:li, 1.'ri".iiiiz"::l lhis z\.gr.':etlenr Whcn nejiltet ci:l'l i){-'('terinil;aiir,'l-' is (';a:ilrl"' lir4 n'i!-

blcrr:!rr:r'1 Parl -;hzrll icpot'l lltt: viclatioll lo llie Scc:ictl;y.

)'(,.1''':nrtLlrt:rcllniilatt4ncrriii]LlSl!'cl])/\Il.,l::J.eIl'(1{|I'':J.')L'll\;ltl'.Ill'r):.jilI';il.ll']

lhir; r\,4roctirt:rrl lr.v- llrlvirJirrg ii'l:itltl'"' r'r:licc l'r ille otilr'r l'a17

,.",, t'Illclii teLl,ii:tatiirn of liljs i\gr.ectn:ltt lbr alry r,r;1.'siri, A!S()t..i.\.] l] ll'.r':*s ':illteL L'l

tiji,-r'.11 tu i\.Lrt1Lr-rri1y ", 
to ti*sr'oy a't l-Hl icccivctl llctit "\lltt'oiity 'l 

i)'il'r\\':s" tlllurtr'l'' t:"'

D,.rlormallcc oi.-<sfvica.- ri,. ,lutr,rotity, lhat i.s irr lhc possession oL corltir-rl ol'ASsoClA'fj: or' '::r

i;ffi't'" 
't...rr*r.,,,"p,,iuiJ* 

rvriire,u,r,rii'crtion of samc) in rhc rasi-: nlPll[ rvhich is ti'rr

iiiisiblr, iii "rctrnr'l ,,r ticri,r,i','' r\li-<()CIAI'1r shall cxierltl the protcctio;rs t''f this Agiccrirclrt ['

",rrclr .)lfl rrrtrl iinriL tiuLht, ,r:es anrJ Jiscillstrrcs ill- sriclr l)l'll itr ihr;sc li{11}ri:so:: t}'-i nlltlic ihi:

rcLi,rrrr oL ccsi:.rii.:lir,,'' inf;r:rsib;i:, lor' so !or':g as AsSot-lA'l'.|:. lt*,;liti,irir,s :;-rcll llili :\SSt'\ill'\''i l:

fulthc;';t.1rtts'.rtl.oi:ri:l)"'vitiloihclappiil-alllcsiitlr":liltili:iitliavi'rvhiclllnlrylullliitreslril;ilti
i"',.1,r,i ti "'icri{ic.:i, 

'r",i0,,,1,,,,, ut uli'lo,. '.t:illtttt:i:l t'{':riti:lr l;'1ir' l'1is it;'rr'i:li';it siritll sitr"'ir't

tol irittar.it;r. oi' ilris AgLccrtlcnI J(il any re:ls!)ll

I 0. .(le",plr-::sg.]cil!--Bsd--[la&Bs!gi'
ail irr:tiv,iy i!l Larrlllc(;iiiili tvjlji :iri'l "cr-r'/':Lcil

io A Ltthlr i|y :1. :r. "cr':riiilri" ;rtlil lltr:Lttllie I

ser vicc ,ru .,\.Lrtlirrt ltv) AS;-sOl:1^^ l'li :rgrcc:r i

ilii (--fri 3{8i.ii crii!(:riil'y' itt cfr':ct :irtil ii

i'li:;1 1-:rrt5',Larr, (il l)it]1o1t, 1)leclLce' ul sjlc!'

.!,'1'{117 l!rr;li) [l'ai. is cornpliar-'t 
"'iiilr 

iiil:ra
irii,: i;:i.:.l, ,ili r.ci)';ij,1i1,r 'itlrl :if iilrll;tilttt : l:1"-r

c,ill{lllr'.i(;d ili ar:i.rl(liliict:
li;rrii:;irr;ir. .iiilil,li:1 r:t,

{n ihrr ri,ettl rlrat r\SS()(11.'\'l'L is erlgiriit:rl ic Itt'lrrrrr
j(.;countr' lr; dcllrti:u irl l6lll"'li ss(i3i,| (e'*:rt:plir:"i'- e

r ASSt)(.iAl"l'l ;t:i:t "scr vicc ,ritl'i'irl':;" 1;t{tt'rri'1n ii:i1'

I an,l cottrpl" :''itli Iirr, illii Ii1;ig ii''rii;::

9 :r'ix)/ b{) pril;llLLlgiit':cl iri tlrc l'rlLii':: (
o: (i) firlL"r rtrioP

li; irr:Liviiy lii::t itttliciii.cs thl po:'r,lil

I rlgtt!:r'.iclt.s :!! i)lot;rllli.litLtiil iir i. (-

r,ir:,ri11,i1 rJ lr

'\ rll llii:i)i (

.i, lr,.;1r. r.,:,, Ilr.'t I {.,r rlr', ll . i','. ti'i ir,'t tltt :rir'; ' l'lii;-' "\:'i':tr"rcrrl 
i' : rr:t '

t.

I



t j i,t' r) \itirlrrr ili'. :1ritl l;lliitt;

:,ir'irlit' iIi,'II.

iiLo ,,\uiliolity:

/4\
rii^St

j i. t-!.lrlftifrrillillitrrl ASS(Xiir\'l'l'islrall iriclcrtrrriiy, rk:lcrrti, lrrti l:olrl Ar'il"rriiy' 
'l;"'{lici

liirrrelrrts, (rlllll0Yccs,.tgclt:j, lillc(:cssol.ti iurrl lrssigrts ltnr'tnlr;ss. 1l'0tri artil ;.111;1i11il ;ii;,/ atrri I'll

irrSs<,^s. t:laittts, actiOtlS, tl,:1rzurrlS, lial:riliiicS, ,lanr,,13cn. t:osts' atltl cKl)crlri(;:; (ii:i;'rrrlilt;" t:tt't ' t"i

j-rtigtttcrrts, $Clllctllcttls, ,tnurt,,Url, ntttl |easr:lrtrbl,:iitf.rL,rcys' t'cc'r' irfisirlg Jl'ttrt 0l rt:latcrl io; ii';

iJ-!r) us: r-,:,.rllsc,k-,iurc n{'lrl l{ irr violarilrr oi'tlrc lciirrs of iiri:; AgLccttlctrI trl il1.;plictihlL: lri '';' iii;

a,i,t Llii)i'rth oi ( jUScr:ttLotl ll{l i:aused lly ihr: r:cts ot ottissirrlls r 1" ASS['r(-]iA'lF; irrrcL (iii) iri
lirilur.c o1 ASSOCIA'l'[ Oi.r,rf rrl iLs crlrployt:cs, s',tt-lr:r:ttttactors, oI ageltts lir lilidr: hy anrl

(romply rvit[ rhe ltrivncy tt,itcs n,ra rhe Seegiiry l\rle,s Autftority shnll ltavc tlti; right' itt ils

**p.nr., to participa{c in r[c tlc&nsc c,f any claim'.rl acti0n for whiclt Afi's{)(']IA'l'[irntt;t

i ndctruri!,\iil-lioli11'.

t2 l\io wurrarrtv. PIll :S Pl{OVlDhD':o AsscclA'l}- SOI.ELY OIJ A'\ Arl JSj'

1]A:,TS. .dJflIt)lU'lY DISCLAIh4S ALL OIIII-li WARRi\N]'lilS, F)Xl)llDSS ()tt llli't'li'll)'
INCI,LJI)lNiG, rjljT NOT t,ll'/jl'l'El) io, IIVIPI lTrll- 

^.\\/Ai{Rz\NTII:IS 
i')1;

|rt!,RCl tr\N'j'ABiT,ITY, AND ril']{[ss FoR A ]l;\i?-L iClJL/,.il PtJIIPOSE-

l3 lneligible Per{ons. ASSOCIAI'E tcptcsents anri !',"'alrattt'e to ;\rrthol.iiy tital

T,SSOCIA'I'E: (i) is not ffi,f y exclutlecl, elebaLrerl, or crtherrvise Te]leibte 
io 1-'erLicipzriu in ari;'

i'cci.:r.iil Lcaltir care prograln as defined i1 42 U.S.C. Sectioir 1320:'-7b(t) ("tLrc Ircdeial IlcaLlIIirzi|c

1)r.ilgra:.i:s"); (ii) has noi been convictctl of a crinlirial ollcrrse relatetl io tltc ilo'lis:o;r oi heiililr

r:are itc'rs oL:scr-riccs atrc not yci bcen excLtidcrl. cit:bttllcd, or otiletrvisc tli:t:larcii int:li.1ii:le tr-r

i-)etticipatc in tlrc licri,:Lal I'Icrlthcare 1'r'oi5tanrs, ancl (iii) is n0l ;nder irlvc:itisaiio;t or'1)lirir!\;lse

arvlr,c ol iury r;ir.cumslances which rr,ul, r.Js,.,it iir ASSO(llATli beine i:xclircicd lir''tn participatioit

in ti.ic l,eC.Tal Ilealthcar.e Prog|arns. I'iils sliail Dc itrt uttqot,,lj r(rtireserltzrli(rtr irtLd \vu:ltini)?

,lr,.jr;a ti,- telnr of thi.s r\gr.cmc:,1, and ASSOtlI'A i'll shall inrme di:ttlV noiit' r\rrtlto|it1' ot aR'7

.1.*,g* in the statLrs oi ii,i ,.pr.".r.,lrafion, a:trl t'rtrlruily sct ibi til in 1:ris Scctiort' r\-tlf i;rr:ach iti'

ririsScc,rionshallgii,eArrthi;Liiyih:righttcrtet;r-iiualtthir\rJtc';rr,r-rnti::Lrnclll;ti"'i'rlt-i:ltt'sc'

1,1, ir'li.scellarrco'ls.

i4 t N,iices Ali iiotices, lcrlLrcsts, domarrils ai\11 0iilcl cL,ttllrlLttliciL'.i(tli:j rc{lLlilc(i or

r)c,lr.iLtcd rr; bc giverL r..rr rtrarlc irnrlcl tlris Aglcctncnt shlll bc iu wtitiu5l, sllall bc clltctivc trtrr.tn

i*rioi'.' ,,reipreJ clclivcry, a,4 s;all bc settt by: (i) prr:intiirl dclivcryl iii) ctrrtiticrl or

r*giri"re4 Uniteri SttteS ui^iI rdlrr.r] rcccipt rcqucstcl; or (iii) ovc'tiglrt dclivery scrvic* rvitli

"ri"i "f 
clelivery. No1icc.s sitell bc seut to the arltltcsse,i h:itt',i'. Ncitltci l,)nrly sltall Lr:lirri

il.liu*ty oi arry rrotit:c lictctrrrdcr'

fulr'. liutrci[ (i' 'f osttr ('lri.:l'

Jniirlr ttalii,r r (,)il.rct;L SoLLi.iI

( icnly,irr ivii:tllr:irl (lcrrlrrl lr ()

l\rtx l'l')'l
VlLlili;sia. (iA tI(tLl.\ i l? l

I



I lr',,' \\5r.){.;"r'i. r,lL il,'.llrtL:r i t'\'r'"'r'll';:ilri'lii' ilt,''i' ' t

i';tt j{a'.'.;ri's ii:'lrr'li "\r;:'ttt'l: l''r':l'i"rrr:' i :':r'

i '. r ). i ltr,. .i i S'l

\i:,lrrl:tlt i i.-'.ilr.i:i 'i 
I t'ii 

'

.\ i'rrritiiii,: j :':l:i:itii'r'c I ) t''-'l ir ;t'

14.2 \YaiYcr, No pr.ovisi;r'r Of rhis Agrcclnct)l oI iltly blcach lhcr'ctll'shnll lrc tlccr 
":'i

ir,:rir;c(i rlnl(:s:. .\uch \.viri\,"*t is irl ,u, iiirrg llcl si[rrcll by ilrc Flrty slnirnr:{l to hilvc lraivcil s::'r

lrr.nvisionori)rr)acll.Norvaivcrol'ir brciclrshall cortstitrrrsitw{rivcrrrforaxcrtscltltyriil'fctflrt 
;r

sl:bli(':(lilar .: [:t,:lli: ji.

l4.l Assignmclt. Neithcr f'auy lnay ossign.(whcftel .by op$Tati91 o1' law or

otircnvisc) any of its rigirts or rielcgatc of subgortr;cl any ot'irs obligatiols tlndcr this Agrcctrictrt

ivitSout thc p'ior *rift* co,,s.iiri,f ,l,. orher Pruty' Nogittt'tlonairlg the forcgoing' Atdltolity

slnll have thc riglrt r" 
"*tie;i 

it; dgirs an,t obligatiogs hcrcrutclsr {o any erltjty that is nrt affiliat<:

!),. :,ir{.:i,i:liij{-)I rrl Ariiiroiii',', ilrllorit t!:e plioI a;;:l'rtut'i 61^ '':'$$i-l('L\-iir'

|.1..,J St:i,crabiiity' t\ny pt.lvisi,.l:: Llf l.l.'i Agr.eerrli:nl i1la1 i-t cciermincd tr'l llc ir.yaliil .1,'

iltil;t.i'irlci::.1rit: rvill be jr:elicctivc to lhc crl.:ilt .:,1. sttch clcl.eiT'littali.rn !r,ilh(rtrl i,l''.ii,-j:'iitlp, th..

r(:li,.rl]1lr'12 ;'rr'tlvlsioils c,f L]:ls l\gigclrlelil cI aiieciine Lr:" reiiiiii'i t'rt eirlil:'ri:iririlit'v t:i "Lilh

lc:r:: i :iiiLg 1tt't:r'i;:1orrs.

!r1..:; Anrcndrtre.til, 'l'lris Aglrel'':11' !-l-r:1y irt: ,ll'l'ji'lc'i rl: :r::l(:ililed irll''r itv 'r 'r'tirl:-'

;r.!r -.i:lrul:L :igrre<i by the J)a|tics hcreto. ii:rr'/ 1)i"lil. rcallrliiiir)rlil 1;' i r:lL'lgntt;ti Lrli'ii'i flili'\.,\' cl

/{!i(1.1 11 ;ir.,.t 3i11qi]1ll:ii ril :jtir"ipr'cl.ilcl itt a ttr:u',ti;r ii,,il i:t'''le:s iltis ''\':reclti':r'L'' iil[:(ri'''i]5ri:ilt

rlr!l-it!\tLil, ii.,: la',:ic:: rhall al,irlri ti"it- Aglocnieili iil 'i:c c:\'!citi' iltccs;;i1l) : !\ li'l''l ' ''ilr'"-ll

,;rrt..,,i. ..':l-.1; .'111.;r1: r;'1i;tis

I4 5 F.ntire taig;,ct:lilCl]i. 
'1 liis 1i.gie :::-tcnl a:iti i::r i:Jirs:rLl::;-t .'\ r;,11rqr'::l':i)ir.1i;l cLrrlstiLtLic

irr:r 
'rri1:rlctc 

,ag,.a-r'-'.r,,-irrrtivsen t\SS(-ii-llr\ i i. irtr ;\irllic:ril..i' r'e i:riirr;; l!l ih0 lTilii'.')is s,ct:liir-:ii : I

tiris Agr.ccrirc1ri, a|d supclscrlt:s:rll Irior Lt:prcscntatiott$ot tlgl.ocnrcltls' rvhcrharor0l clr writtctt'

with respr(it i.r) :-.rr.iir rflattent. Irt llic cvetrt ,Ji tirty eonl]ict betrvecn 1i1s teLlns ol ttris Agrcentcnl

.,..,r .h: r,,r.,.:r ril r,rc LJ':;i:t:::;1; Ar'iit::gLrlll.ciils (rl rtrly Stlcli iOtCl agfCCrtrCnt(S), llfO (CtlIS Of thiS
'Li ! .-]U tqrr' , ,

Itnreemcnt shall uontrol utllcss thc lcrnts of $Itch l-ii'sirres's 
"\rl'rii1c-lull1'- 

r'-g lrloril si'r:t "":
,..:;:;,'*';;illJr*r,prr;iur rtre nriu,,cy grp'r1,1, 1-'11i611,, S:rri';'v (1,:ri-tl,'i.i'+, ';. "1'rr'-1 

's

st)Ocili{x,ily other.wise *gr;a ln wrilirrg. Nu rlrfll.,rr,r. ,1, .,i:1 ,. (): ,ir 1rr ' (,r ':,,' ' r, 1 ,'i ii ,'

:'ffiil;ilffi;'ffin-biq4irrg,66cillsll'nlir' ) ''''i'i,'';''t'r"riiit'''t i-'rr ) ":irr.' i1'r I \'

lrarrsaction is tr: be i,npricd-rrnnriirc cxe.:rrtion oi'ilt-ri,''rv i'r rrri) ^\p-:i,.*r''r'i i jrr: \L/ir -{r'iir I ''

li;i l],il l,:L,tl.'Ii1 al.. a]ld,t.,.lll i-1. birltli;r3 tt;rt,r: t,li: i-,,.it.:ic:. t]i.l;l.ai.J.'1;lius ati..i :i::;r.l''.i.\. il.'(j(j'i)(ji:

and l)c'nittc(l assiii's ,rlo rl,lj,,t ltarty sirall iru.i;c'.si.-icrsd :'. thitdJ)''l1y irctlctlt La;" 1i;'1i''; "iri:-

nigr'".,,t*or, 
',,,,' 

slt,, li tiriy dliltl i"" iy ht'vt a^,r r i;lr i:: ir \ :1 rcstlil t 
'J' 

this /'' grct'tttcnl

Lf i Crlll'; irirrg i'4"v. f jji:j '/\iri\l(:rlt!'!ri sllaii l(l 1{i'tlirlcLl ir.. ri\ iil -:"" ' t '

1,..,'*i..rr\r(-- virir tlic 1i,.,;,] r,i lltc .';iirLr: it, .uii','ji ;\rlihl;ii-r' ': li;'' :'l:ti' :'ii'"r'lir'i-l i"; "'''il'' 
- ''
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

CERTIFICATE OF COMPI,IA,NCE

To: Director Jay Neal, Criminal Justic Coordinating Council

The Honorable Clayton A. Tomlinson, Chief Judge Alapaha Judicial Circuit

c)Y H
From: Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol Committee F l\>.---= H------ -#*'":'a

clE S3
Re: SART Committee Certificate of Compliance ; F=

€^F
Jr.t \ J

Date: September 30,2025 **>t 3
S 

"*\- ti
=E\st

The undersigned as Chairman of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assau'lt Protocol

Committee hereby certifies that it has met at least once duringthe 2025 calendar year for the

purpose of both drafting and adopting the Protocol, as well as, evaluating the effectiveness of the

Protocol and appropriately modifying and updating the same, per the mandate under O.C.G.A. $

ts-24-2(f).

This Certificate of Compliance is being submitted to the Criminal Justice Coordinating

Council (CJCC) before December 37,2025, and is in Compliance with O.C.G.A. $ I5-2a-2G)

Respectfully submitted this 30th day of September,2025
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District Attorney Chase L. Studstill
Chairman, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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2025-2026 ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT ,

SEXUAL ASSAULT PROTOCOL . ..... ] , ',..,, 
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF CLINCHCOUNTY i.::.J., ..-. ..

STATE OF GEORGIA

ORDER

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Georgia enacted O.C.G.A. 15-24-2 requiring

the establishment of a Sexual Assault Protocol; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned established a Sexual Assault Protocol committee pursuant

to O.C.G.A. 15-24-2; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has approved the attached Protocol as the protocol

for cases of sexual assault in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, this document is accepted by the

Court as the protocol to be used in responding to, investigating, and prosecuting cases arising

from an alleged sexual assault and shall be spread upon the minutes and filed with the Clerk of

the Superior Court of Clinch County.

I 2025SO ORDERED, this the day of

Clayton A. Tomlinson
Chief Judge, Clinch County Superior Court
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Order prepared by:
Chase L. Studstill
District Attorney
Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE TEAM PROTOCOL

This Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol (hereinafter

"Protocol") is adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A. $ 15-24-2 for the purpose of outlining the

procedures to be used in responding to, investigating and prosecuting cases of sexual assault. The

purpose of this Protocol shall be to ensure coordination between all agencies involved in sexual

assault cases as to increase the efficiency of all agencies handling such cases and to minimize the

stress created for the sexual assault victim by the legal and investigatory process. A failure by an

agency to follow the protocol shall not constitute an affirmative or other defense to prosecution

of a sexual assault, preclude the admissibility of evidence, nor shall a failure by an agency to

followtheprotocolgiverisetoacivilcauseofaction.

o Purnose ofProtocol - - .

The protocol is intended to: ' j .

o Facilitate the provision of consistent, comprehensive, sensitive, and non- judgmental

treatment of victims of sexual assault as they progress through the medical,law enforcement,

advocacy, and legal system.

. Standardize the collection of evidence in order to aid in the medical treatment of victims and

prosecution of cases; and,

o Develop a coordinated effort among health providers, law enforcement personnel,

prosecutors, and victim advocates ensuring that victims receive efficient and comprehensive

medical care, evidentiary examination, emotional support, and referral information.

. Usg@gql
This Protocol will be utilized by the following agencies: Adel Police Department, Alapaha Police

Department, Atkinson County Health Department, Atkinson County Sherifls Office, Berrien

County Health Department, Berrien County Sheriff s Office, Berrien County 911 Center, Clinch

County Health Department, Clinch County Sheriff s Office, Clinch Memorial Hospital, Cook

County Health Department, Cook County Sheriff s Office, Cook County 911 Center, Enigma

Police Department, The Haven Rape Crisis Center, Homerville Police Department, Lakeland

Police Department, Lanier County Health Department, Lanier County Sheriffls Office, Lenox

Police Department, Nashville Police Department, Offrce of the District Attomey for the Alapaha

Judicial Circuit, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners and their supervising physician(s), Pearson

Police Department. Ray City Police Department, South Georgia Medical Center, Sparks Police

Department, Tri-County 9l I Center, Willacoochee Police Department.
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.@
Some members of the Sexual Assault Response Team shall meet quarterly at the Alapaha Circuit

District Attomey's Office or other designated place to review current sexual assault

investigations relative to the implementation and utility of the sexual assault protocol. Any team

member involved in the investigation shall be invited to attend. The mission of the Sexual

Assault Response Team shall conduct full reviews of sexual abuse, exploitation , andlor neglect

allegations and to develop effective and efficient responses. All members of the Sexual Assault

Response Team agree that all information discussed and/or obtained in these case review

meetings will remain confidential except as authorized or as required for the purposes of a

criminal investigation and/or prosecution as otherwise required by law.

The sexual assault protocol committee shall meet annually to evaluate the effectiveness of the

protocol and to recommend measures to improve compliance. (O.C.G.A. S 15-24-2). Members of

the Committee wanting to recommend improvements are encouraged to do so in writing with

fellow members in order to effectively communicate annual compliance. Attendance may be

achieved electronically at the request of a member.

DEFINITION OF SEXUAL ASSAULT

Sexual assault is defined as sexual contact or intimacy initiated by one or more persons against

another without their consent. This includes instances where victims are unable to give consent

due to age or mental or physical incapacity. Sexual assault does not discriminate among race,

sex, sexual orientation, socio economic class or age. Persons may be sexually assaulted by

strangers, acquaintances, or members of their family'

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-70(3), "Sexual assault" means rape, sodomy, aggravated sodomy,

statutory rape, child molestation, aggravated child molestation, sexual assault against a person in

custody, sexual assault against a person detained in a hospital or other institution, sexual assault

by a practitioner of psychotherapy against a patient, incest, bestiality, sexual battery, and

aggravated sexual battery.
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PROCESS OF CASE MANAGEMENT

Sensitivifv to the Needs of Victims

Ensuring that sexual assault victims will be treated with sensitivity and compassion requires that

victim services, law enforcetrlent, medical, and prosecutorial personnel be aware of the special

needs of these victims.

Victims of violent crimes, not only must cope with the physical trauma perpetrated against them

but they must also deal with the emotional and psychological repercussions of the crime. The

emotional and psychological repercussions of a sexual assault can be devastating. The

humiliation and degradation victims may feel often are compounded by feelings of guilt. Often

society perpetuates the myth that sexual assault victims somehow are responsible for the crime

committed against them or that they must act in a certain manner following the assault. For this

reason, victims of sexual assault often are reluctant to report the crime, and therefore, must

receive immediate support from agency personnel if they choose to report.

While victims of sexual assault may feel guilty, frightened, ashamed, dirty, angry,

anxious, embarrassed, or any number of other emotions, it is important to remember that there is

no "typical" way for victims to feel, react, or look after a sexual assault. Some victims may

appear to be calm while others may look visibly upset or enraged.

Victim confidentiality should be strictly protected. Professional staff should make direct

inquiries of the victim regarding how to address the disclosure of confidential infonnation.

Assumptions should not be made conceming whether it is appropriate to disclose information to

family, friends, employers, andlor educational providers about the assault or the victim's sexual

preference.
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o First Renort

In most cases, the victim usually makes the first report of a sexual assault to a dispatch or

emergency communications center (911). Dispatch or communications center staffers are critical

in aiding the victim to regain control and composure after an assault.

If the victim is the caller, the dispatcher should:

o Obtain the victim's name and location immediately.

o Determine if the victim is currently safe and whether or not the victim needs immediate

medical attention.

o Dispatch the appropriate law enforcement units, and, if necessary, emergency medical help.

r Assure the victim that help is coming, and instruct the victim not to eat, drink, bathe,

urinate, or douche.

. Ask victim if they are still wearing the same clothing they were wearing during the

assault. If they are, tell the victim not to change and come as they are. If they are not wearing the

same clothing, instruct the victim to leave the clothing as is and in its present location.

. Advise the victim not to move or touch anything at the assault location and not to disturb

items used as weapons.

Once the victim decides he/she wants a sexual assault examination, and law enforcement

determines that The Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate and a SANE will be needed, law

enforcement will inform the dispatcher to notify the on-call Haven Staff.

''JANE DOE'' REPORTING

A sexual assault victim shall have the right to have a medical forensic examination

regardless of whether the victim participates in the criminal justice system or cooperates with

law enforcement in pursuing prosecution of the underlying crime (O.C.G.A. 5 17-5-72). Pursuant

to O.C.G.A . 5 17-5-14, the tenn "unreported sexual assault kit" means a sexual assault kit

collected from a victim who has consented to the collection of the sexual assault kit but who has

not reported the alleged crime to law enforcement.
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If a sexual assault victim calls 91 1 or the Crisis Hotline requesting a medical forensic

examination for sexual assault, but does not wish to make a repofi to law enforcement, dispatch

is to contact the appropriate law enforcement agency. A Haven Rape Crisis Advocate and a

SANE will also be contacted. The victim will be directed to the Haven Rape Crisis Center for a

medical examination. Evidence will be collected and a GBi Sexual Assault Evidence Collection

Kit will be completed. The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the

SANE with the victim's information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law

Enforcement Officer. The Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information

sheet regarding the sexual assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet

shall include the victim's sex, date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the

victim's name. The GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law

enforcement to the GBI Crime Laboratory.

If the victim goes to the hospital requesting a medical forensic examination for sexual

assault, but doesn't want to make a report to law enforcement, the hospital shall contact the

appropriate law enforcement agency and a Haven Rape Crisis Advocate. The Advocate will then

contact the on-call SANE. If needed, the Advocate will transport the victim to the Haven Rape

Crisis Center for the examination after the victim has signed a confidentiality agreement.

Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be completed.

The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the SANE with the victim's

information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law Enforcement Officer. The

Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information sheet regarding the sexual

assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet shall include the victim's sex,

date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the victim's name- The GBI

Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law enforcement to the GBI Crime

Laboratory per current GBI policies and procedures.

If the victim does not cooperate with law enforcement in the investigation or prosecution

of a sexual assault, the investigating law enforcement agency shall maintain any physical

evidence collected as a result of such sexual assault that contains biological material, including,

but not limited to, stains, fluids, or hair samples that relate to the identity of the perpetrator of the
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sexual assault, for not less than 12 months from the date any such physical evidence is collected

(o.c.G.A. sl 7-s-72(b)).

A sexual assault victim shall not be required to pay, directly or indirectly, for the cost of a

forensic medical examination. The cost of a forensic medical examination shall be paid for by

the Georgia Crime Victims Emergency Fund (O.C'G.A. $17-5-72)

No prosecuting attorney, investigating law enforcement agency, or government official

shall ask or require any victim of a sexual assault to submit to a polygraph examination or any

other truth-telling device as a condition precedent to investigating a sexual assault. The refusal of

a victim to submit to a polygraph examination or any other truth-telling device shall not prevent

an investigation or prosecution of any sexual assault (O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-73). At the time of

medical forensic examination, no alleged victim shall be required to assign or waive any rights

afforded to him or her in the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights or that might prevent the alleged

victim from seeking relief from the Crime Victims Compensation Board (O'C.G.A' $ 35-l-2).

a N n of On-call S al Assault Resnonse Team

If the victim is at the medical facilitv:

Hospitals receiving patients reporting incidents of sexual assault shall immediately

contact law enforcement in accordance with O.C.G.A. $ 31-7-9 mandating all non-accidental

injuries be reported. Patients will retain the right to initiate, participate in, and/or cooperate with

any law enforcement investigation of such assault.

o The nursing staff should contact the appropriate 9I1 Dispatch and The Haven Rape Crisis

Center at 229 -244-17 65.

o The E.R. physician or physician extender will provide a medical screening examination.

o If no treatment is indicated in the Emergency Department and a SANE is on-call then the

patient will be escorted to The Haven Rape Crisis Center by the responding law enforcement

agency for a medical forensic examination and evidence collection if within the 120 hour time

frame.
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. If the patient has obvious injuries or requires medical treatment in the Emelgency

Department, the responding law enforcement agency wiil contact the on-call Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate who will contact the on-call SANE. The medicai forensic examination will be

performed at the hospital.

o If there is no SANE on-call, then the emergency department will proceed with the medical

forensic examination and evidence collection.

o If the victim is not able to give consent for the medical forensic examination or cannot make

a report to law enforcement based on their cognitive, developmental, or physical disability, it is

essential to find out if the victim has a legal guardian and, if so, who the legal guardian is for the

victim that can provide consent for medical procedures. The medical forensic examination can be

conducted in emergency situations.

If the victim is at the scene:

o The incident is reported through the appropriate 911 Center and forwarded to a law

enforcement agency. Law enforcement will request 91i to contact The Haven Rape Crisis Center

via crisis line at 229-244-1765.

o Uniformed patrol is dispatched to the victim.

o Uniformed patrol advises his/her supervisor of facts and the determination is made whether

to contact the on-call Detective/Investigator and the on-call Haven Rape Crisis Advocate.

o The Appropriate 911 Center notifies the Detective/Investigatory and Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate. If there is a SANE on-call, the Advocate will contact the on-call SANE. Response

time for the Advocate is no more than 45 minutes following initial notification. Response time

for the on-call SANE is no more than 60 minutes following initial notification.

r If a SANE is on-call, the victim should be transported to The Haven Rape Crisis Center. If

the victim has visible physical injuries, then the victim should be transported to the nearest

available medical facility capable of providing basic life support.

o If a SANE is not on-call, then the victim should be transported to an emergency room to

proceed with the examination and collection of evidence.

Page 7 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

a

In any case in Atkinson, Berrien, Ciinch, Cook, or Lanier Counties (The Alapaha Judicial

Circuit) where any child under 12 years of age presents to law enforcement or DFCS with an

acute sexual assault case (defined as any type of penetration within 72-96 hours for any child

under 12) the following protocol shall be followed:

o The Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes County (hereinafter "CAC") shall be contacted

via their crisis line at229-300-4366.

. The CAC Representative will determine that the case meets the above criteria and will

contact the on call Pediatric SANE nurse, Forensic Interviewer with the Child Advocacy Center,

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill, or any other Assistant District Attorney. A victim advocate

from the District Attorney's office may also be contacted.

o An interview of the child will be conducted at the Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes

County following the Forensic Interview Protocol by a Forensic Interviewer from the CAC. The

on-call forensic interviewer has 15 minutes to respond to the initial notihcatiorVcall. Once the

forensic interviewer completes the screening process, the forensic interviewer has one hour to

arrive on-site at the CAC to conduct the forensic interview. Discretion will be used by the on-call

forensic interviewer whether a forensic interview will be conducted after 1 1:00PM.

o The on call Pediatric SANE nurse will be present for this interview along with other

members of the MDT team.

o After the forensic interview of the child, the child will be transported to the appropriate

facility and a sexual assault exam will be conducted by the on call Pediatric SANE.

. The CAC agrees to provide a copy of the interview notes to the on call Pediatric SANE nurse

and the on call Pediatric SANE nurse agrees to provide a copy of the medical history to the

CAC.

Page 8 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

o If the victim is a child (12 Years Old or Older):

For any case involving a child 12 years of age or older, Law Enforcement shall contact

the Haven Victim Advocate via crisis line at 229-244-1765 as usual per the SART Protocol.

Should Law Enforcement believe that a Forensic Interview is needed prior to the SANE exaln,

they shall contact The Children's Advocacy on call line at229-300-4366.

If the abuse occurred greater than96 hours prior to the disclosure of said abuse, a non-

emergent exam can be conducted at the Lowndes CAC (3325 Skipper Bridge Road,

Valdosta, Georgia) by a medical provider. Most children with current marks, bruises, or other

visible palpable injuries may have a non-acute exam at the CAC. If a child/teen has bums or

broken bones due to possible physical abuse, they will need to be seen in the nearest Hospital

Emergency Department. If the child is younger than three years of age, they may require an

x-ray or MRI at the hospital. Law Enforcement and DFCS may call the CAC main phone

number at229-245-5364 to schedule a non-emergent exam.

Law Enfo rcement Agen cy.-brro4.gg!a

o The Role of Law Enforcement

Law enforcement offrcers play acrucial role in overcoming a victim's psychological

hurdles and obtaining a victim's cooperation in a sexual assault investigation. Since a victim's

ability to cope with the crime and its aftermath may prove critical to the ultimate success of

criminal prosecution, it is imperative that law enforcement agencies treat the victim of sexual

assault with the utmost compassion.

Law enforcement officers must remain sensitive to the individuality of each victim and

the massive impact a sexual assault may have upon the victim and the victim's family and

friends. Law enforcement offrcers should take into account not only the particular assault

suffered by each victim, but the victim's age, physical abilities and culture (e.g.,

cognitive/developmentally and physical disability considerations, deaf/hard of hearing

considerations, elderly considerations, lesbian/gaylbisexual/transgender/queer/ questioning
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(LGBT+) considerations, male victim considerations, African American considerations,

immigrant and refugee considerations, Latino/Hispanic considerations, sex trafficking victims

considerations, and faith considerations).

a

The first law enforcement officer to reach a sexual assault victim is usually a uniformed

officer. This officer, as with others who investigate the case, should quickly develop a positive

rapport with the victim while initiating the gathering of evidence.

(1.) Immediate ResPonse

o The responding officer should first address the victim's physical and medical needs.

Emergency first aid should be offered, if necessary, while awaiting an emergency medical

response unit.

. The responding officer should be calm, sympathetic and understanding. To increase the

victim's emotional comfort and security prior to a transfer to a medical facility/ Rape Crisis

Center, the officer should explain to the victim the actions anticipated on the victim's behalf,

including a physical examination.

o The officer should also ask the victim to refrain from washing, showering, brushing teeth,

using a mouthwash, smoking, eating, chewing gum, breathe mints, hard candy, drinking,

douching, urinating, or defecating to prevent the loss of valuable physical evidence. The

evidentiary importance of preserving personal clothing and articles from the crime scene should

be explained. Even if a victim has bathed, douched, or changed clothing, the officer should

transport the victim to the appropriate medical facility for a medical forensic examination.

o The responding officer should also ask the victim basic questions about the sexual assault'

Not more than two officers should conduct questioning in the greatest privacy available, and

questioning should be limited in scope to crucial information immediately needed by law

enforcement

The crime scene will be processed per the investigating agency's operating policy.a
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r If the responding officer proceeds to the medical facllity/Rape Crisis Center where the

victim is taken, the officer should:

a. Remain at the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center until the investigating law

enforcement officer(s) has arrived; and

b. Thoroughly brief the investigating law enforcement officer(s) on any information

about the victim, the assault, the assaiiant, and the crime scene, which the officer has

obtained. These briefings should take place in a private setting where other patients or

hospital personnel cannot overhear confidential information.

(2.) Delaved Reportine

Forensic evidence may remain for a general time period of up to 120 hours in the victim's

body or there may be evidence of tearing or other internal abrasions. For this reason, the victim

should be encouraged to seek medical care. A medical forensic examination includes the

collection of medical history to guide the medical provider, such as a SANE or other qualified

individual, in delivering medical care tailored to address the specific inquiries and medical needs

of the patient. The medical forensic examination provides treatment including but not limited to

Prophylaxis, Safety Plan Assessment, Fatality/Risk Assessment, Mental Health Assessment for

Rape Trauma Syndrome, STI testing, Strangulation Assessment, and Intimidate Partner Violence

(IPV) Assessment.

(3.) The Medical Examination and Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers should not be present during the medical examination of a

sexual assault victim, unless there is a specific evidentiary or investigative necessity that requires

their attendance. Any person, particularly a sexual assault victim, deserves a personal

examination free of unnecessary, non-medical strangers'

a

1. An Investigator will usually be summoned to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center

where the victim has been taken. The Investigator should respond immediately to the facility.

The Investigator should conduct a thorough interview with the victim and should document the

facts of the investigation and, if necessary, request The Haven Rape Crisis Center record the

interview with both audio and video equipment.
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Durins the itial contact. the Inves tor should:

o Clearly identify himself/herself to the victim

o Verify the information obtained by the dispatcher and/or responding officer which may help

the police locate the suspect;

o Attempt to explain to the victim what is being done on the victim's behalf

o inform the victim that another interview may be conducted at a later time.

o Interviews conducted by SANEs should be limited to medical history and sexual assault

history pertinent to guiding the exam only and for the purpose of any medical diagnosis and

treatment. It is imperative that every SANE remains focused on their role as a medical

professional, while also protecting the privacy and confidentiality of the patient in their care.

o The victim's interview at The Haven Rape Crisis Center may be video/audio recorded with

informed consent. It will ultimately be left up to the victim/patient whether they wish to have

their Medical forensic history recorded. Notice to the victim shall be accomplished by placing at

least one sign, printed in both English and Spanish, in the area where the interview shall be

conducted advising the victim that the interview may be video/audio recorded. Victims may be

asked to sign a written form consenting to the video/audio recording of the interview. If a victim

choses to not have his/her medical forensic history recorded then every effort should be made to

notify the assigned law enforcement Investigator in order to allow their presence for the medical

forensic history interview.

o The Investigator may consult with the victim advocate to explain the actions being taken by

the police and to seek their cooperation and assistance in future contacts with the victim.

o Transportation arrangements will be made to a safe location for the victim.

o The Investigator should verify that the chain of custody of the evidence obtained at the

medical facility/Rape Crisis Center is maintained correctly. The Investigator should ensure that

all evidence collected is inventoried and prepared for transfer to the crime laboratory if

appropriate. Investigators should conf,rrm with the evidence custodian that the evidence is

transferred to the lab in a timely manner.
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o Victim Follow Up:

The primary law enforcement officer will keep in touch with the victim as needed and as

is applicable for the investigation process. The primary law enforcement officer should refer the

victim to a Victim Advocate as determined necessary by the investigator.

. I_he tg!s_Bg!ort:.

The primary investigation officer in a sexual assault case has the crucial responsibility of

compiling all the information learned through the investigation. The case report will be the main

source of information for the prosecutors handling the case. Therefore, it is imperative that every

effort is made to be as thorough, accurate and informative as possible in building the report'

a

Although several different agencies come in contact with sexual assault victims at various

stages after a sexual assault is reported, the Haven Rape Crisis Center is the coordinating agency

for sexual victims, providing consistent support, consistent treatment, and advocacy throughout

the process. The Haven Rape Crisis Center provides emotional support and crisis intervention to

sexual assault victims and their families.

. Inilla!.ross
The safety and well-being of the victim should be the first concern of the victim service

provider. The role of the victim service provider is to:

o With the consent of the victim, help identify and address the immediate concerns of the

victims, (e.g., are they in a safe place, are there family and friends whom the victim wishes to be

contacted, are medical care or transportation to the hospital needed, is clothing needed to wear

home from the hospital);

o Instruct the victim to not destroy evidence by eating, drinking, bathing, urinating, douching ,

or washing clothes;

o Provide emotional support and crisis intervention to victim and their families;

o Be present during medical forensic examination (at the request of the SANE and/or victim);

and

. Help arrange transportation to and from the hospital or medical facility;
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For their own safety, and to avoid interfering with the investigation, victim advocates

shall not go to the crime scene unless accompanied by law enforcement. Victim advocates are

not investigators or attorneys and do not investigate cases or give legal advice. The advocate at

no time will ask the victim questions related to the details of the assault. The role of the victim

advocate should be explained to the victim. The advocate should determine whether the victim

wishes to receive victim services.

Sexual offenders may be predatory and/or serial offenders. As such, any notification of a

sexual assault to the advocate should be reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency'

While the victim may decide not to pursue a criminal complaint of the incident, it may be

important to other ongoing investigations that law enforcement is made aware of the assault'

. EaSiSServigs,

Rape Crisis Advocates need to achieve an effective balance between advocating for

victims and working within the parameters of the criminal justice system. Basic services

provided by the Rape Crisis Center to victims, their families and friends may include:

. On-site examination room for use by Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners for medical

assessment, medical treatment, proper support assessments, and collection of evidence;

o A twenty-four hour crisis line;

r Accompanying a victim to a medical facility and providing support throughout the

medical examination;

. Provide clothing and hygiene items;

. If a survivor wishes the assistance, an advocate will accompany the survivor for any follow-

up medical visits;

o Throughout and after the medical visit, advocates help survivors deal with symptoms of

anxiety, fear, depression, loss ofcontrol, and decreased assertiveness;

o Advocates may accompany victim during initial police contact at medical facility;

o Video interviewing facilities for interviewing the victim;

r Victims will be referred to a counseling service, Valdosta State University students will be

made aware of counseling services offered by the university;
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o Victims will be offered the choice to participate in support groups provided free of charge by

the Haven Rape Crisis Center;

o Advocates provide victims with assistance in understanding reporting options, victims'rights,

filing for crime victims' compensation, support throughout the prosecution of the case and

accompaniment to court;

o Information and referral to community resources; and

o Staff or volunteers will interact with agencies and individuals on behalf of sexual assault

victims in order to achieve a particular goal or results.

The advocate needs the cooperation of many other agencies to provide information and

support. Networking and maintaining effective lines of communication with law enforcement,

medical, prosecutorial, criminal justice, and other social service organizations are essential.
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o Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Resnonse

The role of the medical forensic personnel is to provide a timely, high-quality medical

forensic examination that can potentially validate and address sexual assault patients' concerns,

minimize the trauma they may experience, and promote their healing. At the same time, it can

increase the likelihood that evidence collected will aid in criminal case investigation, resulting in

perpetrators being held accountable and further sexual violence prevented. The main role of the

medical forensic personnel shall always relate to treatment and assessment rather than forensic in

collecting and preserving evidence. Medical forensic examinations shall be performed by a

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner ("SANE"), physician, nurse practitioner or physician's assistant

("PA") trained in performing such exams.

Medical forensic examination resn include:

o Obtaining informed consent from the patient for the medical forensic examination,

documentation and evidence collection

o Gathering the medical forensic history Conducting a medical physical examination

Coordinating treatment of injuries Documentation of biologic and physical findings Collection of

evidence from patient Documentation of findings

o Providing information, treatment, and referrals for STis, pregnancy Follow-up as

needed for additional treatment and/or collection of evidence Providing testimony at trial.

The Medical Forensic Examinationa

r Who Mav Reauest an Examination

With the consent of the patient, medical forensic examinations can be performed at the request of

(l) a Law Enforcement Agency, (2) the District Attomey's Office, (3) the Medical Examiner or

County Coroner's Office, (4) a Hospital, (5) Pursuant to a Court Order, or (6) at the

Patient's/Victim's Request Pursuant to O.C.G.A. 5I7 -5-72'
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o Procedures for the Iixamination

In order to preserve the patient's dignity and confidentiality, all aspects of the medical

forensic examination, including consent, medical history, and details of the assault, will be

conducted in a private office or secluded space. A trained victim advocate will be available to

accompany the patient and offer emotional support during the examination. The advocate will at

no time ask the patient questions related to the details of the assault. After explaining to the

patient the details of the examination, additional consents are obtained, a secondary assessment

is performed, and the history of the patient and the assault are taken. Note that while it is

important to document the history of the patient and the assault as completely as possible, the

examiner should not inquire about or document irrelevant aspects of the patient's sexual history.

After completing the documentation for this phase, a serum or urine pregnancy test is ordered on

women wi_th childbearing capabilities. The SANE shall perform a complete medical forensic

examination and upon completion, provide the patient with the proper precautionary medications

to help guard against certain sexually transmitted diseases and Plan B birth control medication.

These medications are prescribed by the physician supervising the SANE. The SANE shall

complete the Sexual Assault Response Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence

Collection Form and return it to the Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate within 5 business days.

Said form will then be made available to the Investigator and Prosecutor.

a

Any forensic evidence collected within 120 hours of a sexual assault should be

documented in the Georgia Bureau of Investigation/Division of Forensic Sciences Sexual

Assault Evidence Collection Kit (GBVDOFS). The findings of the exam should be documented

completely, noting injuries on the relevant anatomical diagrams. After the examination and

evidence collection are completed, the examiner should check the labeling of all evidence and

package it as instructed in the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit' The SANE shall

release the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit, a copy of the Sexual Assault Response

Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence Collection Form, and all evidence

collected to the appropriate law enforcement official. The official should sign for this material,

establishing a "chain of custody".
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Adequate and proper coliection of specimen samples fi'om the patient's body for forensic

analysis is essential followingthe medical care of thepatient. Biologic evidence collection shall

be conducted in accordance with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) procedures using a

GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. This kit shall be utilized to collect samples from

the patient's body to perform semen testing through DNA analysis. A separate Drug Facilitated

Sexual Assault kit for biological specimens shall be utilized for collection of blood and urine

samples from the patient's body to determine if the sexual assault was drug facilitated. The

instruction sheet provided in each kit should be followed explicitly for proper evidence

collection. Inadequate collection and/or preservation of evidence may hinder suspect

identification. Immediate air drying (no heat) of samples is critical for the optimum preservation

of the evidence. All labeling or identifying information must be accurately completed. The label

should include: the name of the patient, date and time of collection, sample source (or contents of

clean paper bag when clothes are collected), and person collecting the sample.

Georgia law requires consent to any and all medical procedures (O.C.G.A. $ 3l-9-2).

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-9-7, the legal age of consent for medical treatment is 18. However, there

are exceptions. For tests and treatment connected with pregnancy, a female can consent

regardless of her age or marital status.

Under O.C.G.A. $ 3I-I7 -7, any minor can consent without either parent's permission to

those medical services, which deal with the treatment of a sexually transmitted disease.

Emergency cases can be rendered under implied consent'

o Payment Procedures for Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner or Other Medical Providers

After completion of a forensic exam, the SANE or medical provider conducting the

medical forensic examination will complete all required documents and payment forms as

provided by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) of Georgia. The required forms

and documents will be submitted by the SANE or medical provider to the Haven Rape Crisis

Center directly for reimbursement for exam costs only.
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a

Sexual Assault Kit tracking will be provided to all victims for updates on the location and

status of sexual assault kits throughout the criminal justice process, including the initial

collection in sexual assault medical forensic examination perfonned at medical facilities, receipt

and storage at law enforcement agencies, receipt and analysis at forensic laboratories, and any

destruction after completion of analysis.

Tracking will allow faciiities performing sexual assault medical forensic examinations,

law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, the Division of Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau

of Investigation, and other entities having custody of sexual assault kits to update and track the

status and location of sexual assault kits. Victims of sexual assault will be able to anonymously

track or receive updates regarding the status of their sexual assault kits using electronic

technology or technologies allowing continuous access (O.C.G.A. 5 17-5-74).

.@
A crime is an illegal act or omission for which someone can be punished by the

government. A felony crime is a prohibited act, which carries possible punishment of one year or

more in the State Penitentiary. Under Georgia law, all felonies are in the jurisdiction of Superior

Court and are prosecuted by the District Attorney's Office for the Circuit in which the crime was

committed. The District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit prosecutes felony

cases in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

Most crime victims regard a criminal case as their case and expect the prosecutor to

pursue the case according to their wishes. Victims of sexual assault, which can include some of

the most violent and traumatic cases handled by prosecutors, are no exception to this general

rule. This sometimes results in conflict between the victim and prosecutor as to the appropriate

resolution of the criminal case. While the victim is primarily concerned only with their

individual case and feelings regarding the case, the prosecutor has taken an oath to uphold the

Constitution and laws of the United States and the State of Georgia. The prosecutor represents

the interests of the people of the State of Georgia (i.e., society as a whole) not merely the

interests of the individual victim.
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It is the ultimate legal responsibility of the prosecutor to determine the disposition of any

case, including sexual assault crimes. It is the policy of the District Attorney's Office of the

Alapaha Judicial Circuit to make such a determination after careful consideration of the feelings

and position of the victim, victim's family members and the law enforcement investigator who

has had primary responsibility for the investigation. While the majority of cases prosecuted by

the District's Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit are resolved with the agreement

of the victim, such cannot always be the case. In any event, it is the policy of the District

Attorney's Office to explain the reasons for disposition of cases to victims. This is especially

important when the disposition is contrary to the victim's wishes, If, after hearing the reasons, a

victim is not in agreement with the disposition of the criminal case, he or she always has the

option of filing a civil suit against the perpetrator in which the victim will be a named party and

can direct his or her private attorney as to how to proceed in that action.

a Victim Services - of District Attornev

In 1995, the Georgia Legislature adopted the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights (Codffied at

O.C.G.A. S l7-17-l). These rights include but are not limited to:

. The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any scheduled court proceedings or

any changes to such proceedings;

o The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of the arrest, release, or escape of the

accused;

o The right not to be excluded from any scheduled court proceedings, except as provided in

this chapter or as otherwise required by law;

o The right to be heard at any scheduled couft proceedings involving the release, plea, or

sentencing of the accused;

o The right to file a written objection in any parole proceedings involving the accused;

o The right to confer with the prosecuting attorney in any criminal prosecution related to the

victim;

o The right to restitution as provided by law,

. The right to proceedings free from unreasonable delay; and
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o The right to be treated fairly and with dignity by all criminaljustice agencies involved in the

case.

The first requirement for a victim to exercise his or her rights is to be made aware of

those rights. The District Attomey's Office of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit provides local law

enforcement agencies an outline of those rights for distribution to crime victims. This outline is

given to the victim by the responding officer and includes the phone number of the District

Attorney's Office Victim Assistance Program for further information'

If a member of the District Attorney's Office is not called to the scene, an attempt to

contact the victim of a sexual assault will be made within 24 to 48 hours or at a reasonable time

once sufficient information becomes available. Incident reports from investigating law

enforcement agencies are examined daily to insure victim notification.

Upon initial contact, one of the District Attorney's Victim Advocates will attempt to

coordinate an immediate face-to-face interview and will advise the victim of his or her rights

under O.C.G.A. $ 17-17-1, et. seq. If the responding officer did not provide the victim rights

outline to the victim, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will provide that outline, as well as

a copy of a brochure explaining the criminal justice process in basic terms.

The District Attorney's Victim Advocate will also explain the availability of victim

compensation and will offer assistance with completing the application, as well as contacting the

Governor's Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Division of Victim Compensation if needed.

The District Attomey's Office appeals adverse decisions of Victim Compensation if the office

believes that the denial was made in error. At the initial meeting, as well as subsequent meetings,

the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will make reference to support services appropriate to

the needs of the victim.

Whenever possible, the District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of any proceeding in

which the release of the accused will be considered and offers the victim the opportunity to

express his or her opinion on the release of the accused pending judicial disposition. if any

accused is released on a pre-trial bond, a bond after conviction, or given a probated sentence, the
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District Attorney's Office requests of the Court to make "no contact with the victim, directly or

indirectly," a condition of the release. The District Attorney's Office further notifies the victim of

his or her right to notify the office if the accused violates the condition of release or if anyone

else subiects them to threats or intimidation. Upon a victim's written complaint of such andlor

other evidence produced, the District Attorney's Offic.e can take action to petition the Court to

revoke bond or probation and/or bring criminal charges against such individual.

During any hearing or trial, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate makes all reasonable

attempts, consistent with Court facilities, to ensure that the victim waits in an area separate from

the accused, his friends, and family.

Prior to disposition of the accuser's case, the prosecutor offers the victim the opportunity

to express the victim's opinion on the disposition of the case, including plea or sentence

negotiations and participation in pre-trial or post-trial diversion programs. The oppoltunity is

given for both oral opinion and also in the form of a written Victim Impact Statement from the

victim.

The District Attomey's Office notifies the victim of all hearing/courl dates/post

adjudication proceedings, which can affect the custodial status or disposition of the case. This is

accomplished by both telephone contact and with written notice when possible. Victims are also

notified of appellate/parole decisions and where possible, the prosecutor assists the victim in

communicating with both the Department of Corrections (prison system) and Parole Board. The

prosecutor's office also assists the victim with enrolling in the 24 hour automated notification

system operated by the Department of Corrections to notify the victim of any escapes from

custody by the perpetrator.
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a General Procedures

After a suspect is arrested, the Magistrate Judge forwards a copy of the warrant to the

District Attomey. Cases are assigned to a specific prosecutor when the warrant is received. The

District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit primarily utilizes a hybrid-vertical

prosecution case-assignment system. Therefore, the prosecutor initially assigned the case will

follow it through until its conclusion in the office. The ultimate assignment of prosecutors to a

case is the responsibility of the elected District Attorney who has that legal obligation as part of

his official duties.

In every case which appears to be able to be resolved only by trial, as opposed to some

other disposition, the prosecutor and advocates make all reasonable efforts to visit the courtroom

with the victim when there is no court action taking place in order to acclimate the victim to the

courtroom and explain trial procedures in an attempt to raise the comfort level for the victim

under admittedly unpleasant circumstances.

Each sexual assault victim is provided the name and phone number of the prosecutor and

victim advocates assigned to his or her case, and the staff of the District Attorney's Office is

always available to advise and consult with victims, from the date of the incident, until literally

decades later when parole issues arise.

o Financial Resources

There are a number of costs associated with a sexual assault, in particular the costs of

collecting evidence; hospital or health provider fees including fees for the physical examination;

lab expenses including the collection of specimens, tests for pregnancy and tests to detect the

presence of HIV antibodies; medications to prevent sexually transmitted diseases; follow-up; and

treatment for any injuries. In addition there may be costs to the victim of lost wages, and for a

family, funeral expenses.
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(1.) Payments for Forens

When evidence relating to an allegation of rape is collected in the course of a medical

examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime Victims

Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be responsible for the cost of

the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the limited purpose of

collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-1)

When evidence relating to an allegation of aggravated sodomy is collected in the course

of a medical examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime

Victims Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be financially

responsible for the cost of the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the

limited purpose of collecting evidence. (OCGA I6-6-2)

(2.) Victims' Comnensa

For other medical costs associated with the assault such as the pregnancy test, test for

HIV, emergency contraception, and treatment for any injuries, reimbursement can be claimed

through the Victims' Compensation Fund, and if an application is made and approved payment

will made directly to the hospital or other medical provider, including a Sexual Assault Nurse

Examiner. However if a victim is insured or on Medicaid, then those sources should be sought

before the Victims' Compensation Fund is used.

Page 24 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

We, as members of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol

Committee, hereby sign our support and commitment to the policies and procedures as

documented and set forth herein this Protocol, to the training and implementation of such, and to

the ongoing process of facilitating through the Sexual Assault Response Team, a multi-

disciplinary, coordinated response to the crime of sexual assault and sexual assault victims.

l)bu^Approved and adopted this of September,2025.

At Large Members:

/.
Attorney Chase L. Studstill

Chairmen, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

=fr,r
u_,*

Dr. Stewart Warren, MD
Magnolia Urgent Care
LocalCitizen Member

Michelle Girtman
Executive Director
The Haven Rape Crisis Center

The Haven Rape Crisis Center
Sexual Assault Health Care Prolessional
Tatilor'ap ;c(lartcl
AzxUu\ A s Sau)l d,Lzr-r't u1"t'
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ATKINSO COT]NTY

(' \-i n\
,.1 ) r \ l.Lrvr._ /$ 4^rnJ*

Honorable Carol G. Durrance, Judge

Magistrate Court of Atkinson County

Derrick Touchton, Police Chief
Pearson Pol Department

Francisco Police Chief
will ice Department

vid Moore, Sheriff
Atkinson County Sheriff s Office

B't t'|, a)
Arnber DeCosta, RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health
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Ray lk,
Berrien ty Sheriff s Office

Honorable Doug
Berrien County Magistrate Court

, Police Chief
Alapaha Police Department

Ronald Knowles, Chief
Nashville Police Department

Bowen, B N, RN, County Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health

U'-F6, UL
Anthony Perkins, Police Chief
Enigma Police Depafiment

Chief
Ray City Police Department
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CLINCH

1'Y1u.Llr*-' &-
Hon
Clin

Ie Judge 14..i{ r{
Magistrate Court

Li
Raymond Peterson, Sheriff
Clinch County Sherifls Office

0/}-}r- rw
RN, Counfy Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health
Keith Jackson, Police Chief
Homervi I le Police Department
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COOK COUNTY

('

Stephen M. Chamrnoun, Ch ief Judge

Cook Magistrate Coutl

Audie Rowe, Po

Adel Police DePaftment

avoris Bel lice Chief
Sparks Police DePartment

Doug Hanks, Sheriff
Cook County Sheriff s Office

Rebecca Allgood, , County Nurse Manager

Georgia Deparlment of Public Health

Police Chief
Police Depaftment

J
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LANIER COIINTY

le Victoria J , Chief Judge

Lanier County Magistrate Court

Mi SI Police
Lakeland Pol ice Department

Ni ff
Lanier County Sheriffls Office

S

KN
Lauren Lee, RN, Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health
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Addendum 1:

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
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at\(i toleli5i. r:xal.tll; tt.: pltlcllts'

2 l{*:;ltorrcl tocllls{rurnLlinclr(.ourttyMetrrori;rl l-lospil.al retc:ivt+tl t.''tt Iltclievt'tr"'

5exual Asiault Resporlse Cetrtet llotline'

3 provrde I'oliorv.Up setvices ancJ crisis irrtervention Contflfts to vicl-irTis oi sexual

assault.ll ( irnch County Mernoi'ial Hospital, a's resources allow'

2,. wori< wrtlt de signateti clinch county Menrorial Flospital oflicials to oirtairr seci.lr'rty

clearance and {:ollow all facility guideiines for safety and security, as rle(essar'1

SMairrtairrconficlentialityasoutlined{:yTheBatteredWomen,sShelter,lrrc.dl:aTite
l'lavett's aqencY standards'

6 obtain the patient's consent and a release of inforrnatiort prior to contacting c-linr lr

courity Merlorial Hospital or other thircl partie s ahrout any feai's r-'t'concertts tlre

patieni lras relatecl 1e 11i5i irer safety or- well-bcinq'

7. Provide sexual.assa'-.rlt focused training for staflt' as rreeded'

B. Communicate any questions or concern's abouttlre MOU to Clinch County

Mernorial HosPital'

I

Z 7'4'

Anqela Ammons, CEo

Clinch CountY Memorial HosPital

{(,:

D ate

/;
i|j ) )(

Michelle Girtrnan, Dire ctor Date

The Battered Women's Sheller, ltrc'

Dba The Haven's SexualAssault Response Center t
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I

a

fll)lrli(::rL)lc, i\nd all Icit)t.:ltccs to Itlll llctcirr shirll bc crortsttile:tl ttr irrclrttlc lif'lli' As'\()(:lA'ili

i.t3t.ccs r0! ld us0 ot tlisciosc (0r'pcLrrril lll(: tl\e ot tlisclosu|c u) i'lll irr a ilrittittsl llrll ""otrlrl

\,i0lf,te lhc rcqr\ifctltcnts c:i lhc ilriYitiry stRrldaLds .0r 
s:crrLity stiruLlnrtls il thc I)lll \w*fc tr\c([ of

tiisclosccl by Arii6o'ily iu^ ir,. ro,n, i.,,nuu.r,. Ails()cln'l ll shirli tr"-c np])loPl'illtc srfcgLrartls Lu

'rci,o't 
tpc rrsc.l clir-closuLtr of PIII otScr thatt as i:xptcssly pcl'rnittcd rrndcL this r\gtcr:tncnt'

1,2 ASSOCIATTI shnli irrrplcrrrcrrt apprrrpriatc adininistativc,.physicnl nntl lccltnicsl

salcguards rncl irr all orhcr tcspccis conp1.,.witlr'dirbpnrt C of 4-5-C.pl( Pa'' 164 itt ordsr to

protcct rhc confidcntialirl,,-l"i.eifty t.a **irtrririt, "iiilt 
pHr arrd liPl'll thtt it crcatcs' rcccivcs'

mnintnins or tran3mils on bchn[f of Authority. nSSOiflfn coverrdnts lhat srrch snloguardi sltrll

inolurle, without linri(ation, inrplcmenting trit,un 1roii.i"s and prtccduru- itr conpliartoe wilh

HIPAA zutd ARIIA, cOnclucti0g a scctrrity rirt nssessnr.nt, antl trnining AssocIATE cmployce's

who will iravc access t0 pLll with rcspcct to tt,. poiicies *nrl pmcedurc$ rcquircd by I{IPAA lrld

AII]IA.

13 In thc cvcnt o{.a Securily llrcidctrt, inclrdirrg n Breach (ns-hcr'eitraftcr tl*fiuerl) or

sny crher use or disclosr"- "itkfi 
is noipcrmittcd untlcr this Agrcct:rclt of any PI{l o[ EPI'II thnt

AssociA,l.E acccss€s, ,n*ioioi,rr, ,rt"irrs, rnodiltos, r'ocords, sires, d,,st..oys, or othcrwisc hoids

or uses on belnlf of Author.ity in councction with tic Business Art'angentent, ASSOCIA'I'Li shall

fcport such Seeurity ln.iJ.nt ol, ott .r irtciclcut to the r\uthority witlrin terr (10) days o['discoverl'

hv rha ASSOCIA'IE. ni.oiil'; shall nrcan tlte unartthorized ncquisirion' acccss' trscJ or'

;i.Jil';i;r]i'-"il"r, "rmp**tr., 
rhc sccuriry or privncy of euch infcrnntio..

1.,\ In thc evcrrl r:f a I}each of unsectirctl PI{t, ASSOctAI'll shall p|ovice r\utlror:itv.

.,vith Noticc; tlrcreof. tu*ir. ti a Breach sliait be 1n rvriting anil jnclLrde: (i) tlrc ic'cnriiicaLion ot'

cach individLial whose PIll has bcen' or is rcasouabiy believeci to li$vc b:ett' a'cccsscri' acclni|ed'

oL discioscd drrrlng thc,'lr...trt, (iij a bLici description .f t6c ciLcttrttstarii-s s\rrlorrnding t6c

)lreach; (iii) rhc dstc of trlc nt*"rt; il"; rt," dstc ol discov$y of the urcnchl (v) rhe scnpc of tltc

Ilrrach; (vi) ASSOCrlint-t*li"iit" to rtt(}.llrwch and thc idctrti{icution of tlrc pnrty

rcsponsiblc for oausing il" D";;li, ii known; (vii) s 4trccription of thc typus of ttnsecurcd l'l"ll

involvccl in tha Brcach i"g. ,"ir.r, socinl scorrrity nuurbcrc, dnlca o[ bilih, ndd[cssr"3' Rcc()tlnl

nurnhr:rs, diagntlstic u,ul iii'r'itity cotlcs' ctc'); .(vili; 
nny staps rvhich should bc takun by afttctcd

i'<Jiviciuals to prot€cl th;;;;;i;.: fmnr purorr{lal l,ur," t"rulLit,g fi'ont tltc B;cactti (in) u [:ticf

dcscription of wlrar frsiflCtnfn is doing to irrvcstignte ttrc Dn:nch' to ntitigalc ltann tu

individuals, urnl lo f.,rn*ri "goinrt 
any iirrttrcr Eronehcsl rrrrd (x) thc rrttltlo ttttcl cott[acl

infb|rnation oI a liaison rvhonr 1[e Arrthority rnny cotttuct rvith inqtrirics cOnccnriltg thc lJrcnclt'

]5
inlbruation
avai lab lc.

ASSo(jIA'lli shall srrlrplt;rlrcrtI lrtry Noticc ot [}Lt:tI.;it lrl.ovir'Icrl tti ttti; ',\ttllrotitl,tts

,,r,lrioh was .oI i(0o!,,/' |[ t1c tirrrc ol'tli' oLigirral Nrrrirrc of'l]r'iruclr ltccttttt':-';

1,6 Jrr tlrc Ovont 0l n l.jr.cloh. n SS(){itn llr :hrrll, irr d()rrstiltil{iorr rvillr r\rrtlroLiLy'

miii3atc, t(r liltj cx1.{.,llt pLircticablr-r' arrv rtitLlnljil Lr![ecr o['sLtllr Bt'eeclt lltal ir l<irot"'rr irr

ASSO(llr\ I U'

). ljse r:l. l,lIl. ASSOCIA.ll.l shilll usc lllil: (i).solcly t'or r\utholity':r lrcrrclil [rirl 'tttlr'fr":

ll:,,:;:**,:Jiil-nfi;;;'*;;*;'lllli'6.J:iliillri:.,";'l'iill!';:l''ll;;;1":;
ASso(:lA,ll;, or.ro cany oirr irs te1l,,1 ,".1r,,*il'tiii,i**, r,rovirlcil tlrrl rilx:ll llli':t'i illi: l'.,rrrrill':rl

ll.iLlL:t.ietIct;il atrtl :;tl.lr: litilr, i:.xcl;-r:;..:.;l!r;r.rvi,ie (:xl1l'.\\l), 1x'r.trtilt,;rl }t.:tditr r,t.i. t,:rltri:,':.1 ity



t .,\r,,l,rrlirr s.i]itli ri'{iiirr all :igil'.S irr tirc l)lll. n,;t 13t'ititlrlll ili;rr:ilr' {lSt:, cttraiiOrr irri(l (li'i'-ir)"r'r : i)i )i

ir1.:rriiiji:il :r,:rillli iLrfinrn,rli,in bf i\Sli(i(llA'll.i il'rc tl(;I l)elllr;tltxl lirtl(]s:i (:xf)11:iii',/ ii 'iittiit'':ti :tt

rr.r'ii irtg l:'* 
"ttriltrrrttl'.

l' l)iselo.ttil.c glllul. Sulljcr;t itl an), ]irrliiatitrtrs irl ihis Ap.Lcctrrl:til, i\SS()ClA'[ il lrr:;;,

<ii.scllsc PIll to rr'y thiril]rii'ry *rsons or citiiies ns tltsccftsirry 19 pcr{irrn: it'r obligatiruts urrrk''

thc ilnsines"^ An'angcrrteni witfi Arrtliority old ns perrnitte(l or requiltxl by npplicablc fcdcral ti'.

stete law, FnrlSer, Assgcln'fl: may 6iscloie ItI'lt ibr lhe propor muragemon[ arr{j

a6ministration,,f ASSO;;;Tp,;;;'tid; that: (i) such disclosulcs ate rcqtli'rcd hyiaw;or (:i;

ASS()ClA'l'tt: (a) olltnins tuutouiUt Bssu11uioss iru,o tty t[i;d party to.whom the infr'rrmation is

djsclosecl 1lp1 it rvill bc hcld confittentialand lru"ther use6 and iiscloseclonly as rcquired by la"'i

or i'oi lLr"-. purtlose fol r.r,hicli i1 rvas riisciosctl f,o the thiLd par'ly; (b) r-eqtrires the thild parlll to

atr.ee ld imlrcdrately notiiy AS,SOCIATE of any instattccs of which it is aware il:at PIJI is being

ilsed ct.rlisirlcrseci lbi a pt,rpos" ihat is uot cth.crvrise provicierl ftrr in this Agteement o; for: a

puLpose ntti cxlrlcssly pctrniled lry the Privac;r St*dards; anct (c) ensuros that all ciisclosures'11'

pfli fry AS,SOCIAl'E and tire thir<J party comply with the prificiple of urninimurt rls{ressary trse

at.rd disclosu'c,,' i.e., crnly ,ihe utinimum Fftt tt*t is rtecessary to accomplrsh the intendeC purpose

rnay 1;c rli..;cluscC. Il r\Sbg(,lAl'E disoloscs 1'FII receiveC iiom Authority, ot' crcatcd or receiveci

'oy AS-r()ciATE on behali of ALithority, to agelrts, incl'"rding a peniritted silbconlr'ac"r:r

(coiierrively, "R-ecipienrs"), z\SSOCIATE shall recu:re Recipients.to.aglee in vtriting to lhe

sainc r.csriicrlo". or.r,t 
"u,',iilions 

tl'iat apply to ASSOCII\TI unCet' *is Agreernent To tire ertelll

ir*,:,r,iLt",J by law, ASSOCIATE st.ttit^u. f,-rlly lia:blc to ALithori'i,' lbr any acts, firiiu'es or

omjssio,rs oj- lr,ccjpients irl hrmjshing thc scrvices as if thcy vrele ASSoclA'I'E's olvll acls'

ibihires r:r: r,nijssions. ASSO{IIATE shall Leporl to Authority any \ise or disclosure of PI{l lrct

lrei:rltLetl b;. this z\g;:cement, of rvhir;h it becomes z'-waie, such ieport to be made rvithin livc (5)

i-v, ,r alsoc;la;itl btro,ir:rir:g aware t'f sLtcb nse or disclcr;ure' ASSoCIA'r.[: agrees to

,iliiigate, t,r llc cx{etrt praclical tyf- Y]t::,:*"fhctwise 
L'et1ut:stcd by Aulhority i' writi*g' atty

ha:r"fiLt eifocl that is k-riown to ASSOCIA'I'I ald is the resull of rr ltse ut'tlisclcrsute of PHI iri'

ASSOCIA'l U or Recipients in violatiori o'f this Agreenient'

4.. bdividuat Bighrs llsgrrding tlqrt$nlcaU{ocofd $otr. li r\SSOCIATE meintairrs a

Design"rco nc"ord set on behalf of Authority, Ass(lcIAIS shalt: (t) provide access to, .rtrd
ju*i i*p."tion and copying of PFII by Authority oc. as drlccted by AuthoriU, an inclivirlunl

i,rfro L tl,. ruUject of the pl-tiina*r oonrlidons and [irrilations requiLcd rtnder'45 C]'R $t64.-524,

o, it ^ry 
be amelcled fi'orn 1:inre lo iinc; rurrl (ii) r'rmeltd PHI maitrtiiincd by ASSOCIAI'I" as

regi.rcstej by Author-ily. ASSOCtAlltshalL rcspond to ally l:equest h'om Arrthorily fr-it'acccss bv

ail ;ncljvidual widrirr flvc (5) cays of such re.lilesr anrl shall rnake any ariicnclmenl |e(lu(rsilcil lrv

,,\Lrtirority rvithin refl (10) r.la.ys of .such requcst. 'lhe ini'onrLation shall bc pLovidcd iit thc [ot'itL rr:-'

fur,rat r"qu..red, it if is ieatiiiy prodLiciblc in sttch fcuu <-lr f'or'niit, or itl .srlntLltilil'.;( lh"

jn4ivicluai i.,r, ,g,,"c,J i6 atl.var.rce 1.0 acccpt thr: inf'orrrratiott in sl.trnntaLl'{iiirit- :\ tt:asottabl':, ;iisl-

l:asccl fcr: ior ci:pyirrg ITJTI r:ray bc clraLgetl, Author;Ly s|.rll iieteLrnirtc t'i'hctttc:t 3 1[i:;1i;11 i'l

apprr:p;:iare or air exccptior.r a.1,1,lies, ASSOCIA'lI; shall rrrrtify r\utlioLit,v rvitirirL {ltcr t.i) i{'i;-s i;i'

receipi o{ n,,y ,,aq,.,arf l9t':Llcr:l; r-rL anrr:t)drnr,:lrt hy i;tr irrriivititrll. i\rttlrrlriq':;lr;tll il':Lcrtrrirti:

wirctiicr to gr:urt ,r, clcly ary iLcccsr ,;r' iLttcn,lttt,-ttl Iciltlesldll lry th,: irltlivicltrai. hliSO(ll'\'i l";

shnll havc n-1"ut"'u' i't 1ii'r't: [bt tr:r1rtc'its [ol i'lrI]citcl:ncill$ illl(l ii'rl'allporclir4i sttch tt:rlttcsls [o tlit'

I)esigratcd l{ecord Scl, as tccl.loslcd lr.v ;\r'itliorjly'

(

t



fi i,Iq.$rr.ulj[11go.t-|)-issl0$tt.-qs.;\SS()(]lA.|'EsltnllrrtakcuvuilrrltlctrlAttllurityittttll;xtttrc
Io lr i.c(]ue]-[ {i.gnr rn inrliviclrrll, irriiurrr"ilic,n rcrltrirr:tl fot' Rtt acgQrtttlirrg ol tlist:lrrsrrres oi' Itl ll

r'itli r.t:.s'cc.:. 6 tlc i,<liviriu:rl, rri accorclrlr,,c rvilh {5 Clilt $164'528, 0s it mny bc rttltcntlcrl li'ortt

ii.tc t.,.ii.,rc. irrttor.l,.c,r.rrtrirg ,:xc:1ttio1s io,iLrch lccorrnting iiasigrrntc.l ttndtr thc r'cgtrlntion. Such

act:orr.1ir:1i is linritcrl t.4isci.srrrcs [l11t rveLc nrnde iu tiic sixlC) years prio| to lhc n:qtrcst nrrrl

shlll nor inolrrrlc nu1, tlisc,lqsLtre:' tliilt l.vdrc ,rrudc pliirt' to rhc cortrpliancc date Cf thC l'rivncy

SraDdards, ASSOCITVI'l slu.l: provitlc srrr:h irthtnrtlion ttcccrsary to ptuvidc *n nccotrn{ing

rviririlt ihiiL), (.1[)) clays ;.rl;\utlr.r'iiy"s lcqtlest. Srtclt rrccotrtrtilui must bc provitlcd withottt c(lst to

rhc irrciivirlrr,rl or' io Arrtholity il ii is rlrr: {lls( accolnting rcqrrcsterl by an,individtlnl witlrin rrny

lrvoli,c (12) urollitr per.ioil; horvcver., a rcasouablg, cost"bssed fee rnay bc chnLged lbt strbse<1trt:tr!

irccOuntitlgs if ASSO(]iA'fij irtl'trrnts Authority and Au(hority informs the individrral in advattcc

of rhc fcc, an(l rhc inr{ividual is aftorcled an oppodrmity to withdrnw or modis tho rcqur;'rt' such

accourrting oblignriorrs shall sttrviye telmination of this Agrccmsnt al<l shrll continuc as long as

r\SSOCIATE niaintains I'l ll,

(i Witlx|awal of Arrth.prization. Il rhe use or disclosulc of I't-ll irr tlris {grcrrtrcttt is

bascri upo' u,r in,li,ri,luu-i..i$Ilfilitlto.izatiorr tb. the usc of his ol hc' Pl1l' a''d: (i) thc

indivichral re,rokcs s,,clt sufhorizotion in writing, (ii) tho eft'ecrive rlate of sLrcli authorization has

cxpircrl, or' (iii) t,hc consent or 
^rlthorization 

iJ Acfective in an1' tnattttei' that Lendsr's ii irrvalid'

lriso<irrL'ri ggtees, if it 6as rrotice of such te vocaliort .rr invalidity, ro (;cASc thc usc :rntl

riisr:iosurc of any srich indiviiLral's Plll cxcept to (hc oxiellt it has Lelicd ott sLrt;lt tlsc r'rl'

disc.lo.sLrrc, or u,ltetc an cxccption tttttir:t tlte Privacy Standar:ds cx1;r:ssly applies

l. lleqor<j.q and Audit. ;\ssoclA'tE shall rnake available to lhe scctetsry cl the lJ's'

f"pu.,*iilTl H.rt,l, ,ii}uman Scrviccs (lhc "secrctery") or ils tgenls, its itrlcrnal prnctice':^.

buol.r, ,.n,1 tecotds rcliitirrg to lhc uss nnd tliSClO3urs Of ltHI rcCgivsd frOln, Crottcd, or rccgive(l

rrl, ,fiSOCln'l'l:l ,rrr bchali ,rf r\Lrthori:y ibr th: ptrrpo$c of dctcrmining Arrtho|ity's contPliattcc

rulitl.r tl.r- l)r-ivacy StanclaLds ol atry othcr l:enlth ovcrsight agency, in a Linrc attd tnanncL

dcsignatcri by thc SecIetaLy, ilrxccpt to tlrc extent pL'oiribitccl bv Iar..,'. ASSt-lclr\l'F' agrccs iL)

notiiy Arirhoriry iminerlia(eiy Lrporr [e<;t:ipt by Aij.soclAll] o['any nttd ali |ctiucsts hy ot t-'tt

bchail oiany u,id ull g,,u.r,,rircrrr aLrLholjLi0s scrvL,rl u1.xrn z\SSO(JIA'l'1; tbr t']:il'

li, (lonfidentialitY.

I

g.l ASSOCIATl:i s[a;l talre arry si.cps lcasouably r'eqLritecl io: (i) plotcct l'lll iiotrt

r.rnaulhc.rr-ireci uscs clI clisclostttcs, atlti (ii) rrrainllirr thc confrdtrntialiLy 4nd inti:gLiry oi t'lll'

g.:r. 'l'hc partics shail cornPly rvith all fede|al ancl statc lrtr,r's govctrtittg tllc

cortficlcnriality arrd pr.iv3cy r,Jl hcalth infblrriatiori tltlt ric irpplic'ab[* to tltcttt, rOsi]tj0Li\jt)ly,

irrclrrdirrg, rvithoirt lirtitation, l.JlPAA arrd Lhc |egLrlirtiotrs prolllu[,1]ated tltet'r:uirrlct, :rntl i\l{l(;\
arrd thr: rcgLrlations llLotttirlgtlc:rl tlteici;nrlcL'

9. J slut-sld -Isrtlittslist:.
.).1 .l'lris 

Aglr-ccrtrcrrt slrull crlr)tnrclrc{r orr rhc Lil'cctive i)ali: alirl r;!illl li'tltettt irr ':ti' ri

rr.;iil 1r:rrnirr:rr.r;rl irt :irtc,;r.ri:'1icc witlt il1(: l(lr'Lrs of'thii Sr:::tirtrt 9, ptovirlt;rl, lii't',tct',:i. 'iiiri liil"

l!,rilririrrt.ii):r sir:Lli rtol riic'-:t ilrc i'fii)()ulivii r'llii!l:rlii;:l'l i-rl ti;1i't'; oi'l1ie l'ttrti;'; :t'i:'i;t:' rli''':r' Li i'

.,\tri.)f...d't itii{rf l() tltr, r,l'{i;cti1c rillt,. r-'l l(r,t,ir,ilir!r ali ill'ri'ltii.l-t sii,lll rli)ir'ri,rlr": i I .'1"-'ri'!, 'rt ':

,.1j111 .l1cl1 lu rirr;.



I -\;liltl:llir' :rlilrii l" ii;' 'i;l'r i. i'-lr''iiril J 1l'i-: ;\1:1"' "1' ltl :i' i i "
ii,ir,r' iiitj,i:lr' tr;'llirl ll)ril'i L']'\\Slli"l'\ I'i'

:.'..i r\trth,;t it.\', itl i1: r;olt: .iiscrotioit ritilv itlilllc(liillc!'r lr'llrlirrilit il'i'' i\)lr':''tr" ri ;r 'i

),r:tlt ;iir!r.: rii) {i.1llar oltlig,ti.irs rrt r\sSoCli\ ilt lir.r.i:Ltrtrlc' ii :irr;l ci' iiri iirllr,'iltrlr !rvr irrr\ :' ''ll

i;ar t' :l::,.tti i"{ .';rri t:i ,:i:t.iitr:'ltrrl'

r:t)VC-;litill. rt,

alir;r'rviit,.,;:r

o

ir) ASSr-)(.1/\ i l: sirrili ir.l 1o ot)sci'vo ur pcrfbilll i'li rrrirL''lr ijrl

ohligeii,.)ll it-'tttairlcJ :'; tlris Agrecltl(llll lbl lcrr {; {)) '1rr}'';

t;\)1.Icc iLlcfc(r{ lia: llccn givt:.i Lii ,,\sS()(-]iA,il1 jli, l.,i IhrlLii.r: t;l

iir) r\ viriie.',iO| bv ,rSSO0lAIl.i of nrly provisi0il irr' lhi: I'livl:;' tilr;11;-r1ri' 11r

applic:rlllcicrluiirlor:;tntcprivucylawt'elalllir,'1o(heU!]|i.iltir;Li':l;i
A'5 SOCI:\'l lj irrrdcr riris i\ gt <rr:trt ct ti'

}'4'1.':lllrinaiioiltllilrisz\gLecltteLl..[br.eitlter.oi.litetv",cl.eas,]r]s.il1iill-i|tirr
Sttbsr:ciicrn 9.3 abovl: shlll tle "uu" Jo' AtltltoLiry to !nrlcdigtely lcrlniilrllD lirt t;aust; attlr

iJusir:css i\:1,rngcr)1ert1 
"pr,*,rrnt 

frl wlticit ASSOtIIA'l'F' irj elltitlc(i [o i'cccivi: l'ilI llc'tt

i\rrihlrr;t)'.

',j 
l:1]tc evcrrl l.llal eitilc:'|rar.tll iias (nowi3iiljc oi a trtai'i::,iai ];.-i.tii: t.i.t}lis

i\!r:ro'rcir1 iry tirc other I)a11!, ar:d cure is no1 po'ssif'1"',:]tt^,::ll:L'tcitcltinri i)i-;::'' slr;rll

in;;':rr:ilia-:li' t('ri'-Liliii:i: rl',i's Al'tttntnr' When nelthel cLllo tll'r ieijllilialiill'' is ila;ihIl' tirc noi!-

iric;:rclrr:rf P:ir 1 sh:rll te1;orl lhe i'iolatiol to llie Scc.i"cin;).''

)r,[,;:onth,:I('lltIili;]loncf-iiillrrsir'ur'r'7\11r"og11r11rr1:l:lr'li)':tl'rrlr)iJi:llrrlllt'
lhis r\,4rculni:rtt ir;i llir;vidirrg r'vr'itle""' r'llice lo Lli; trllttr I'ai'r7'

)'^,. Lillclir tell,lillatirrn of ii'lis r\gr.eetn:n{ lbr lrry l,casorl, ASS()r'.I;\.1 l] :il,':es iiLl'tet t,l

t0i,-'.11 ru ,,\.rrllrr.rril.y oi to iiesLrr:y.' a;l ItHl icc<:ivcci ictrl Arlti'.t ity oL r-tiitcr'"r':si: illlulrq'' rl {'

,*rlnr*u,,.a oi.-.sl,vicu.- fbl rluthoriry, that i.s irr lhc posscssion o{'cor1tl'rrl oi i\ssoclAllr o| i::'

;;;;;; fu if c(,srroyc,d, p,r:vide wr'ltterr ,,eiLiiortion of sams) 1r rhc cas': ol Pll[ rvhich is r*rt

ii,,ri'-rr.'io ',r'ct!r..r ,ri ,l.rir.,y," r\liS()CIAI'1r slrall cxterrd the protcctir:;rs L'f this Agrcc.rorrt ['r

lrrc!r .,111 lllld linlil {iLrthtl 
",,;es 

artrJ ilisc!lsrlrus ol'slicil l)l{l itr ihrr-sc lilrrllt)so:r l}l:j'L lillliic ihi)

r'ILll]l (,f ricsi:.or;titltt int;;esibic, Ior'sir lorlg ai ASS()t-li\.1.}l lr,iiit.riair,s S.1cl1 l)r]i' :\SSt)(]1,{.,i lr

iuritt"'' ,,*,,,., ''o t;Oi;ri:l)' '-viti: Llthcr a1:p1ir'a1)lc sili'ij ili l':rli:ia1 law' \vhicll rlr:r'y lcrl:lii't a sIi:lliic

ia,.i,r,i ai:r;Lcriiolr, Lctia,:Lio,-,, oi olltcr' :.{ritltltctil t;f:iLtt:lr l:'llr' 'l'his p;rr'i:li''ltl r-ititll -*itr"'ii'r'

Lclir,it'aririr' li ',lrii AtjiccrltcnL r-ut h:li le:is')ll

l0 .ils,JrU!?r$SJdltr-tsg!-gbg-&tdg1, [n 1lit; 
'vcrrt 

lhnl ;\SS()('"1'r\ l'f is un;ai1';tl io |trthirri

arL r;r:tir.iy iri.u,*.lir,,l1h *u ii.nurr",i L'orrllrlt' lt:; dclirti:ti ill l6 (lFl( is68i'l (as:'trplir:"i'' u

io 4LrthoLiLt 21; i1 "g1-.lliiir:i";rrril ilrl:ir"l:,'e ll ASSt){'iAI'li :r:l a "sclvicc lrirl'iirl':i" !il()\'i(i:!l! ilii\'

servicc ;-u.,\.rrllirrlily) A:;so()rA^rli agrc.r.r it): (i) lirlly rl'-lopt ariri cottrpl"\'"itli lil(' llr:il lriirr;iirri';r:

i j(; (--{rii. s6g i.i) c.1.1.9ii1../ irr cl.tcr ii'-'<l irs ,,l.- bc plit;'r'iLLlgiilcLl iri lltc l,lttrr..:: (ri) :rlrt1'rl rr Iir'rl

i,l;-t;;1-rir.rgr.arr-, (ii 1:uitgrr, l;r'lcliee,,rr S1;,:r.:lii; rrt:Liviiy iili:l itrtlicatc:; Llrl po:':'iiilr ':riiilr)'ti.' ''r

, f ,,,t,,., il,r:ti) tl,nt is clrnlilra,:1 wiiit ltii:ral rlgLtia'ricit'-r :rs i)lorir:11:',;llti(l iit l. (-lrl( 
'\(iHl 

l' : 't'l

itilji',ii:,;llrt.clll:,,,t;',,,,i:i;:i.;r'rlptiltlts:::llsi{)(:li}illo'liillitt'l"l'vrii-'l;rrrliljri:r1i:r.''';r':r'r'
i.;,i, ,nr,.i,;,;iii,,,tl tliii crll{lll('ir;<j iti ai:i'.'l(liti'cc 'ritlt':l:e l''c''i !tl;t'l i{r'lr'i : ':l its li-'l ! i"' r'11' 1 ''r'

.,jr.,ii.:, \'i:ll.il lr:tril,i''rrr 't's"irt '":::i:lrit'il 'rl rr'r' 'riii I i '"r" ''

L;;.'.{)-i..ljl. ;iiliir;i.., :il;rl i.;,ri,,rl,r,.:r,1.,i:Ittc.i a,il-t,lci- iir\]!rilll.:rrLl il;i;lr1.f i;i rr r' rlt' "

J, irr.;1r., :,,,y i'1,:'l I l.,r'lt,' ':'' ;''i"'' ri" i'..'llr- lltr'; ' 1'llii'- '\;:iL:t:':lL:rri i' :'rrIr'' r':r 
" 

l"'

a



I i.i:rr' ,rt \iliilril il\'. i1r)(l lillii.lli: ;\ll)' ijrl lllt:l' \i(:i1': :i:; 111;'i' (tt' rlrri ( 11:i:rl / ;rr lrl -: i rr I '

i,li'Lllit' iii,'ll.

t i. l.ttl!::turificiiliiur, 
^tis(X;l^,1'1"; 

slrall irrilerrlrrif y, rIclclttl, il]l(l ll(ll{l Ar.lIirrriiy, il:, .,{lir,i.

llirr.r{t6fii, t)uplo}$cs, agcrrts, $lcccssor,l alxl llstiigllli lt,lrtnluss, lL!trt arlii illliirlr'"1 ;iliy arrri ;'l}

io-.s<.-s, rrlairrrs, arti(lrls!,r,ri.,i*utr, li*lrilirics,,hnr,,!cs, cosls, arxl cxl)ctlsm (ir:r:irrriirr;i (:!r"l'' rri

f -rrlgntctrts, ;;Ctllcmc.tl{s, eourt (:Osls ntxl roasr:nnhk:iittorncys' lbc's, arisirtg ilLrtrt or rclnl'crl kr; li'

tl-io usf, rl.. (lisclosilrc of'lrl.l{ in vioLatirtrr oi- llrc lctrns ol'Liti:; Aglcctllctrt trt al;ltlicirblc: iri''i; iiij
l-,i,y llx:;ti:it of l.jusccur:ctl flll cariserl lly ihc r:c{s ot oLilissjt;nS 0f AS'50(-ljA"ll'; irircl (iii) ili
Iailurc ol. ASSOCIA'l'fi OL auy ol its crlployc6s, subcglltl'aqfcrs, or agettls to lltidc hy unrl

i)omply with ths Privary n,itn, *ra rh. Sccgihy Rtrles Atrthority shnlJ ltnvc tlrt; dghq iit it:i
expcn$cr to participqtc in thc cisferrsq cif any .loi* o, actign fur wtlich ASS{xjlNl'li rrrrtst

i ndcuurify Autirolitl'.

12. Iio warrrarrlv. IliI IS PI{OVIDID'lo ASSOC]A',11: sol.lllY ON AIVAii ls'
IlASl, . 1tIJ'll{01u'fY DISCLAIi\4S ALi. olL{l:l( wAiLRr\Nl'lFS' F)Xi)ltESS ()lt l}'/i'l',ll-ll)'

]NCt,t]l)lNG' l]IJ.i' NOT L,IIiIII.E]) 'lC, }IvIPl-]TiI].. 
^ ,'WAltR^NTI]:iS 

i.)];

lr4ilt(li T r\.r-'l'A Bl T'IT Y, AND F IT'hlES S FOR A PAiti ICULAR PIJ RPO SE'

13. Incligible Pergons. AssocIAlE lcpl.csents anti' r,1aL13ti|s t<l ;\uthor-iiy tlrai

r\SSOCIATE: (i) is notffitly exclucled, clcbaLied, or othor\'vise ilt]igilit to part'icipzrtc in anl'

f'ccicr.n.l hcalth cilre prograln as iefined in 42 U.S,C, Secfion 1320:r-7b(t.f ("thc Fcde|al IlcaLllica|c

J)r.irgra:i:s"); (ii) hus noi beon couvictcr] ol a crinr[lal ojitnse leiatcc] to tlte pr'ovisiorr crl healilr

cari: itcirs or sct'riccs at.iC .ot yct been excltrdccl' dtlbalrccl, or otilenvisc cli:r:lrlcd ini:ligiilii: t;>

Fe.rticipatc in thc lredcral I-IcalthcaLe 1)r'ogarus, n'iA (iii) is nol under itlve-ctigatiolt ot rlti-rr'Lr*ise

aw$rc of xry .ir.cumstances whicl rr,ay lJsuir ir ASSO(llATli being r:xoludcd tiom participaii'oir

in the Fed:ral llealthcare progr.arils. 'l'his sliall 'ue lrr ougoi,:11 rcplesentaLi()Ir irlr(l \velrltniy

,iurlr,;a tl," tei:nr of tt.li, ,fgr..^;nt, anc.l ASSOCLA1'Il shatl inrmediately notiD' ArrthoLiti' oi a*'7

char.r;it: jn the StatLts of t[E ,.p."r"rrtations a-ncl tvar-rattl'y Sct iorttl in llLis Scuiion' 'Ut-r' 
i;rr:ash of'

tiris iection slall give AlrthcLitytir: right to tet:n.inale ttr-rs i\grccrntrnt irrLlrr':dlaici;l fbt-r:rLr'sc'

14. Miscellarlcols.

I4. t Noliccs, All notices, toqLtcsts, ,.lcmaurls irritl oLltcL' ttrtlltrittnicaiit)ir:j reqtli]c(l ol

nclniiircd ro bc givcrL 'r r)ra(l$ lln(l{jii tllis AgLocrnent shall bc in writing, sball bc clfectivc trptln

l;;;j;;";, ;,;;riprerl dcJiv4ry, atici slrall be settt by: (i) pr:rsnrtrrl d*livcrv; (ii) c*rtitictl or

regiricrea Unitcd Ststcs ntaii rerrrLrt ltccipt t'cqucstcd; or (iii) .oventiglrt 
dclivcry $crvicc witti

orio] of de$very. trbticc.s sirall irc seut to tlic atklrcsses hel0\,v. NcithcL ltnrly sitall Lt:llsc

clelivcry ol' arry trolicc hctcrrrtdcr'

@

iiro A'"rtliolity fulr'. l{ot;oiL ( i'. I ostr:r: (''hi.: I

Jnlixrua1itrtr Oil rt:t;r SotLi ll
(icolilia Mi:tllt:irl (.ltliltrrl | (.)

l\ox l'l')'l
Valrlirsta. (iA I I 6LtI )"1') /

o



I ,r! ii.'.tlt tcLi ',\'r''lllll';'iJrt'liir' i lt- 'i' '':r

i'iir l{li."i'r ili;1rr'li ."\r;:''tl l' li':l'i ':rr;' i 
" 

l':'

i'.r). ilri,'.i iS,l

\,';!lrri;:;tr!. (icoir,i:r 'l 
iL'11 i

.\ i' r-:t i!riri, : I r.'.r:rlil i i'.'c I ) i "-rl':i 
: t'

(

14..1 \vniYcr, No pro1lisi.r,r 0f this Agr0clnsill oI luy hlcach thcrcoI shnll irc rlc$r 
":'i

\{'riivc(l utll(:s:. .\tlch \,viri\'0t is i,t ru'itilg alcl sifrrctl by ilrc l'nlty cltrirttcll to lrlvc r/ilivc(l '1 :"';

in.ovisionor'r)lr)aclt.Norv,rivcrol';r brcichshaliconsritrusilwtlivclrtforcxcllsclllly(iil'fcI'rlll 
.'r

s,. :h ji'.:tli rl..i iii lrlL.: ji.

14.3 Assignmctrt. Neirhcr I'atly rnay sssign,.(whcthet .by op$Tati?'] !f law or

ot.hcnr4sc) any of its rigirfs or dclcgate or srriroorrtract any of ius obligations rlndcr tl:i$ Alfcetttcttt

witiroul thc priar ,^ritten co,rsctll;i dlc ofhcr Pruty, Nnt*ltt1'ttonAing thc folegiling' Au(lrolity

shall have rhc rig6t tt 
"ttie;i 

ii; iiglits rilC obligations horcrutclsr lo any erltity that is nrt affi[iat<:

{)t :'.1(.:cc,lirjor rrl r\riihiriiii, itil.rouf the pLiol atll'-'r-ri'ai o{'.i\SSt'r('L\'L ir'

L,+.1 -\r'c'abiiity, u\ny pr.r.rvisi,r:,. of r:r:s Agreelrisnt that i-i tt.:iemincd to bc iIvaiii] tl'

iiri:;r_iirrc,::,1..it: lvill be j'ei.,t:ctivc io the sri.:,1 ,.,f srich dcl.erurt'air,:,n with*rit 'irtvrlitiiriittir, t5i:

r.ilt,;r1r'rnrr llr'9vlsior,:; ,,f Ll,is Agr:ctrtetil ':l a|iecfing Li:" r'aliciii'' il't cirlir"r':irbiliLl'Oi r"uell

r'"r.;l :. i :r i iLg pt'i:r'j sir,ltl s

!r.i..:i ,{nrc'drtrc*1. 'l'lris AgL:-eir'.:li r-1'::iy it,: il-irl'ii-lc,i (l: .r:::!:lt{led .':l'.' irv;' '*t'iii'''i

ir.-!.: -;::rrUt:L sig,ed hy the laltiCs hcLcfO. ji:n7 lri'litc rcl'litliiiir:rt:l 1:'iil'il:ltlRtctl irri'i''i LIiii'\.'" <rl

i., l{1.:r.t lr;,.; ait:CrltlCti cl inioilt;'C1.ccl iLL a ttrailt',cl !ilii'; iJllt:cis ihis ''\:rectti::iti iit(;t'l:ils'l:itl

il()i-J\?iLlt, ir..: lal:ic: sliail ailinti tiriS Ag|etnre!'ii ii) 'i)c c:\'icii: llfcci:'iir'\j -r ^r llll''1" 'l'il'-' s-';1'r

-i1r, ,,. . rll-'rl .rllrj:irj'-rl"l:or-s

I 4 ai !lntir.e LarB;.cgrilcnl. l his Ag|et;:trcnl a:tti ille iliriilLt:15 .'\ ''i,lirq:-;;l:L;itli'l crrristtltiic

ill., i;1,;t,',lctc it2r'eerncni ileltue.-n ASS(l(-11,'\'li-::rrt 'rri-lilic:ril'i'leiliirll; lf iil0 lli'l':iliS 5lCrriiit:ii ::

t{ris Agrceircrr[, artd supcrscrli,s Ill piior l'eliLU,scntfltiollllot aglton'lcltts, rvhcrhcrortll or writlcrl

with rcSprr.,t io r.r:,;:r; rnatter$. In llic cvetr{ oi'arty c0lll'licl belrvecn thc lclln$ ol tiris AgrcCmcnl

:ri.C :he 1gi-ilii rtl iirc 3rt:;l:;::l;s Atla:'gcttrc;,ls ()r Bny stlch iatcf agfccrlrcnt(S)' lho tctrlts 
1f 

tils

ngr"an,";i"*fiall controt unlcs$ lhc l$rnts of sltclr ljiisirLess ;\tl.'ti:rt-ttri:ltis rr'rt rrroLC si'r;t i", r:
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

CERTIFICATE OF' COMPLIANCE .j:' ,: - - :': :

Re:

To: Director Jay Neal, Criminal Justic Coordinating Council

The Honorable Clayton A. Tomlinson, Chief Judge Alapaha Judicial Circuit

From: Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

SART Committee Certificate of Compliance

Date: September 30,2025

The undersigned as Chairman of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol

Committee hereby certifies that it has met at least once during the2025 calendar year for the

purpose of both drafting and adopting the Protocol, as well as, evaluating the effectiveness of the

Protocol and appropriately modifying and updating the same, per the mandate under O.C.G.A. $

ts-24-2(9.

This Certificate of Compliance is being submitted to the Criminal Justice Coordinating

Council (CJCC) before December 31,2025, and is in Compliance with O.C.G.A. $ 15-24-2G)

Respectfully submitted this 30th day of September, 2025.

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill
Chairman, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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ORDER

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Georgia enacted O.C.G.A. 15-24-2 requiring

the establishment of a Sexual Assault Protocol; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned established a Sexual Assauit Protocol committee pursuant

to O.C.G.A . 1 5-24-2; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has approved the attached Protocol as the protocol

for cases of sexual assault in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, this document is accepted by the

Court as the protocol to be used in responding to, investigating, and prosecuting cases arising

from an alleged sexual assauit and shall be spread upon the minutes and filed with the Clerk of

the Superior Court of Cook CountY.

SO ORDERED, this the of 0,'hlr* 2025

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COOK C

STATE OF GEORGIA

a
H le Clayton A. Tomlinson
Chief Judge, Cook County Superior Court

Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Order prepared by:
Chase L. Str"rdstill

District Attorney
Alapaha Judicial Circuit



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

ALAPAHA JUD ICIAL CIRCUIT SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE TEAM PROTOCOL

This Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol (hereinafter

"Protocol") is adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A . 5 15-24-2 for the purpose of outlining the

procedures to be used in responding to, investigating and prosecuting cases ofsexual assault' The

purpose of this Protocol shall be to ensure coordination between all agencies involved in sexual

assault cases as to increase the efficiency of all agencies handling such cases and to minimize the

stress created for the sexual assault victim by the legal and investigatory process. A failure by an

agency to follow the protocol shall not constitute an affirmative or

of a sexuai assault. preclude the admissibility of evidence, nor shal

follow the protocol give rise to a civil cause of action.
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r Purnose of Protocol

The protocol is intended to

. Facilitate the provision of consistent, comprehensive, sensitive, and non- judgmental

treatment of victims of sexual assault as they progress through the medical, law enforcement,

advocacy, and legal system.

. Standardize the collection of evidence in order to aid in the medical treatment of victims and

prosecution of cases; and,

o Develop a coordinated effort among health providers, law enforcement personnel,

prosecutors, and victim advocates ensuring that victims receive efficient and comprehensive

medical care, evidentiary examination, emotional suppotl, and referral information.

o Use of Protocol

This Protocol will be r-rtilized by the following agencies: Adel Police Department, Alapaha Poiice

Department, Atkinson County Health Department, Atkinson County Sheriff s Office, Berrien

County Health Department, Berrien County Sheriff s Office, Berrien County 911 Center, Clinch

County Health Department, Clinch County Sheriff s Office, Clinch Memorial Hospital, Cook

County Health Department, Cook County Sheriff s Office, Cook County 911 Center, Enigma

Police Depafiment, The Haven Rape Crisis Center, Homerville Police Department, Lakeland

Police Depafiment, Lanier Cor,rnty Health Department, Lanier County Sheriff s Office, Lenox

Police Department, Nashville Poiice Department, Office of the District Attorney for the Alapaha

Jgdicial Circuit, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners and their supervising physician(s), Pearson

Police Department, Ray City Police Department, South Georgia Medical Center. Sparks Police

Department. Tri-Cor-rnty 91 I Center. Willacoochee Poiice Department.
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

o Monitoring the Protocol

Some members of the Sexual Assault Response Team shall meet quarterly at the Alapaha Circuit

District Attomey's Office or other designated place to review current sexual assault

investigations relative to the implementation and utility of the sexual assault protocol. Any team

member involved in the investigation shali be invited to attend. The mission of the Sexual

Assault Response Team shall conduct full reviews of sexual abuse, exploitation , andlor neglect

allegations and to develop effective and efficient responses. All members of the Sexual Assault

Response Team agree that all information discussed and/or obtained in these case review

meetings will remain confidential except as authorized or as required for the purposes of a

criminal investigation and/or prosecution as otherwise required by law.

The sexual assault protocol committee shall meet annually to evaluate the effectiveness of the

protocol and to recommend measures to improve compliance. (O.C.G.A. 5 15-24-2). Members of

the Committee wanting to recommend improvements are encouraged to do so in writing with

fellow members in order to effectively communicate annual compliance. Attendance may be

achieved electronically at the request of a member.

DEFINITION OF SEXUAL ASSAULT

Sexual assault is defined as sexual contact or intimacy initiated by one or more persons against

another without their consent. This includes instances where victims are unable to give consent

due to age or mental or physical incapacity. Sexual assault does not discriminate among race,

sex, sexual orientation, socio economic class or age. Persons may be sexually assaulted by

strangers, acquaintances, or members of their family.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-70(3), "sexual assault" means rape, sodomy, aggraYated sodomy,

statutory rape, child molestation , aggravated child molestation, sexuai assault against a person in

custody, sexual assault against a person detained in a hospital or other institution, sexual assault

by a practitioner of psychotherapy against a patient, incest, bestiality, sexual battery, and

aggrav ated sexual battery.
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2A25-2026

PROCESS OF CASE MANAGEMENT

Sensitivitv to the Needs of Victims

Ensuring that sexual assault victims will be treated with sensitivity and compassion requires that

victim services, law enforcement, medical, and prosecutorial personnel be aware of the special

needs of these victims.

Victims of violent crimes, not only must cope with the physical trauma perpetrated against them

but they must also deal with the emotional and psychological repercussions of the crime. The

emotional and psychological repercussions of a sexual assault can be devastating. The

humiliation and degradation victims may feel often are compounded by feelings of guilt. Often

society perpetuates the myth that sexual assault victims somehow are responsible for the crime

committed against them or that they must act in a certain manner following the assault. For this

reason, victims of sexual assault often are reluctant to report the crime, and therefore, must

receive immediate support from agency personnel if they choose to report.

While victims of sexual assault may feel guilty, frightened, ashamed, dirty, angry,

anxious, embanassed, or any number of other emotions, it is important to remember that there is

no "typical" way for victims to feel, react, or look after a sexual assault. Some victims may

appear to be calm while others may look visibly upset or enraged.

Victim confidentiality should be strictly protected. Professional staff should make direct

inquiries of the victim regarding how to address the disclosure of confidential infonnation.

Assumptions should not be made concerning whether it is appropriate to disclose information to

family, friends, employers, andlor educational providers about the assault or the victim's sexual

preference.
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. WMgr$
In most cases, the victim usually makes the first report of a sexual assault to a dispatch or

emergency communications center (911). Dispatch or communications center staffers are critical

in aiding the victim to regain control and composure after an assault.

If the victim is the caller, the dispatcher should:

. Obtain the victim's name and location immediately.

o Determine if the victim is currently safe and whether or not the victim needs immediate

medical attention.

o Dispatch the appropriate law enforcement units, and, if necessary, emergency medical help.

o Assure the victim that help is coming, and instruct the victim not to eat, drink, bathe,

urinate, or douche.

. Ask victim if they are still wearing the same clothing they were wearing during the

assault. If they are, tell the victim not to change and come as they are. If they are not wearing the

same clothing, instruct the victim to leave the clothing as is and in its present location.

. Advise the victim not to move or touch any'thing at the assault location and not to disturb

items used as weapons.

Once the victim decides he/she wants a sexual assault examination, and law enforcement

determines that The Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate and a SANE will be needed, law

enforcement will inform the dispatcher to notify the on-call Haven Staff'

''JANE DOE'' REPORTING

A sexual assault victim shall have the right to have a medical forensic examination

regardless of whether the victim participates in the criminal justice system or cooperates with

law enforcement in pursuing prosecution of the underlying crime (O.C.G.A. S 17-5-12). Pursuant

to O.C.G.A. S 17-5-74, the tenn "unreporled sexual assault kit" means a sexual assault kit

collected from a victim who has consented to the collection of the sexual assault kit but who has

not reported the alleged crime to law enforcement.
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If a sexual assault victim calls 911 or the Crisis Hotline requesting a medical forensic

examination for sexual assault, but does not wish to make a report to law enforcement, dispatch

is to contact the appropriate law enforcement agency. A Haven Rape Crisis Advocate and a

SANE rvill also be contacted. The victim will be directed to the Haven Rape Crisis Center for a

medical examination. Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection

Kit will be completed. The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the

SANE with the victim's information, minus his/her naine, and released to the responding Law

Enforcement Officer. The Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information

sheet regarding the sexual assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet

shall include the victim's sex, date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the

victim's name. The GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law

enforcement to the GBI Crime Laboratory.

If the victim goes to the hospital requesting a medical forensic examination for sexual

assault, but doesn't want to make a report to law enforcement, the hospital shall contact the

appropriate law enforcement agency and a Haven Rape Crisis Advocate. The Advocate will then

contact the on-ca]l SANE. If needed, the Advocate will transport the victim to the Haven Rape

Crisis Center for the examination after the victim has signed a confidentiality agreement.

Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be completed'

The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the SANE with the victim's

information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law Enforcement Officer. The

Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information sheet regarding the sexual

assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet shall include the victim's sex,

date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the victim's name. The GBI

Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law enforcement to the GBi Crime

Laboratory per current GBI policies and procedures.

If the victim does not cooperate with law enforcement in the investigation or prosecution

of a sexual assault, the investigating law enforcement agency shall maintain any physical

evidence collected as a result of such sexuai assault that contains biological material, including,

but not limited to, stains, fluids, or hair samples that relate to the identity of the perpetrator of the
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sexual assault, for not less than 12 months from the date any such physical evidence is collected

(o.c.G.A. $l 7-5-72(b)).

A sexual assault victim shall not be required to pay, directly or indirectly, for the cost of a

forensic medical examination. The cost of a forensic medical examination shail be paid for by

the Georgia Crime Victims Emergency Fund (O.C.G.A. $17-5-72)

No prosecuting attorney, investigating law enforcement agency, or government official

shall ask or require any victim of a sexual assault to submit to a polygraph examination or any

other truth-telling device as a condition precedent to investigating a sexual assault. The refusal of

a victim to submit to a polygraph examination or any other truth-telling device shall not prevent

an investigation or prosecution of any sexuai assault (O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-73). At the time of

medical forensic examination, no alleged victim shall be required to assign or waive any rights

afforded to him or her in the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights or that might prevent the alleged

victim from seeking relief from the Crime Victims Compensation Board (O.C.G.A. $ 35-1-2)'

a Notifica on of On-call S al Assault Team

If the victim is at the medical facilitv:

Hospitals receiving patients reporting incidents of sexual assault shall immediately

contact law enforcement in accordance with O.C.G.A. $ 31-7-9 mandating all non-accidental

injuries be reported. Patients will retain the right to initiate, participate in, and/or cooperate with

any law enforcement investigation of such assault.

o The nursing staff should contact the appropriate 91 1 Dispatch and The Haven Rape Crisis

Center at 229-244-17 65.

o The E.R. physician or physician extender will provide a medical screening examination.

o If no treatment is indicated in the Emergency Department and a SANE is on-call then the

patient will be escorled to The Haven Rape Crisis Center by the responding law enforcement

agency for a medical forensic examination and evidence collection if within the 120 hour time

frame,
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o If the patient has obvious injuries or requires medical treatment in the Emergency

Deparlment, the responding law enforcement agency will contact the on-call Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate who will contact the on-call SANE. The medical lorensic examination will be

performed at the hospital.

r If there is no SANE on-call, then the emergency deparlment will proceed with the medical

forensic examination and evidence collection'

o If the victim is not able to give consent for the medical forensic examination or cannot make

a repoft to law enforcement based on their cognitive, developmental, or physical disability, it is

essential to find out if the victim has a legal guardian and, if so, who the legal guardian is for the

victim that can provide consent for medical procedures. The medical forensic examination can be

conducted in emergency situations.

If the victim is at the scene:

o The incident is reported through the appropriate 911 Center and forwarded to a law

enforcement agency. Law enforcement will request 911 to contact The Haven Rape Crisis Center

via crisis line at 229-244-1765.

. Uniforrned patrol is dispatched to the victim'

. Uniformed patrol advises his/her supervisor of facts and the determination is made whether

to contact the on-call Detective/lnvestigator and the on-call Haven Rape Crisis Advocate'

o The Appropriate 911 Center notifies the Detective/investigatory and Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate. If there is a SANE, on-call, the Advocate will contact the on-call SANE. Response

time for the Advocate is no more than 45 minutes following initial notification. Response time

for the on-call SANE is no more than 60 minutes following initial notification.

. If a SANE is on-call, the victim should be transported to The Haven Rape Crisis Center. If

the victim has visible physical injuries, then the victim should be transported to the nearest

available medical facility capable of providing basic life support.

o If a SANE is not on-call, then the victim should be transporled to an emergency room to

proceed with the examination and collection of evidence.
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a

In any case in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, or Lanier Counties (The Alapaha Judicial

Circuit) where any child under i2 years of age presents to law enforcement or DFCS with an

acute sexual assault case (defined as any type of penetration within 72-96 hours for any child

under 12) lhe following protocol shall be followed:

o The Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes County (hereinafter "CAC") shall be contacted

via their crisis line at229-300-4366.

. The CAC Representative will determine that the case meets the above criteria and will

contact the on call Pediatric SANE nurse, Forensic Interviewer with the Child Advocacy Center,

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill, or any other Assistant District Attorney. A victim advocate

from the District Attorney's office may also be contacted'

o An interview of the child will be conducted at the Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes

County following the Forensic Interview Protocol by a Forensic Interviewer from the CAC' The

on-call forensic interviewer has 15 minutes to respond to the initial notification/call. Once the

forensic interviewer completes the screening process, the forensic interviewer has one hour to

arrive on-site at the CAC to conduct the forensic interview. Discretion will be used by the on-call

forensic interviewer whether a forensic interview will be conducted after 1l:00PM.

o The on cali Pediatric SANE nurse will be present for this interview along with other

members of the MDT team.

. After the forensic interview of the child, the child will be transported to the appropriate

facility and a sexual assault exam will be conducted by the on call Pediatric SANE.

. The CAC agrees to provide a copy of the interview notes to the on call Pediatric SANE nurse

and the on call Pediatric SANE nurse agrees to provide a copy of the medical history to the

CAC.
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. If the victim is a child (.12 Years Old or Older):

For any case involving a child 12 years of age or older, Law Enforcetnent shali contact

the Haven Victim Advocate via crisis line at 229-244-1765 as usual per the SART Protocol.

Should Law Enforcement believe that a Forensic Interview is needed prior to the SANE exarl,

they shall contact The Children's Advocacy on call line at229-300-4366.

If the abuse occurred greater than 96 hours prior to the disclosure of said abuse, a non-

emergent exam can be conducted at the Lowndes CAC (3325 Skipper Bridge Road,

Valdosta, Georgia) by a medical provider. Most children with current marks, bruises, or other

visible palpable injuries may have a non-acute exam at the CAC. If a child/teen has bums or

broken bones due to possible physical abuse, they will need to be seen in the nearest Hospital

Emergency Department. If the child is younger than three years of age, they may require an

x-ray or MRI at the hospital. Law Enforcement and DFCS may call the CAC main phone

number at229-245-5364 to schedule a non-emergent exam.

a

a Law Enfo rcement Ageney-Rcgpglt!199

a The Role of Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers play a crucial role in overcoming a victim's psychological

hurdles and obtaining a victim's cooperation in a sexual assault investigation. Since a victim's

ability to cope with the crime and its aftermath may prove critical to the ultimate success of

criminal prosecution, it is imperative that law enforcement agencies treat the victim of sexual

assault with the utmost compassion.

Law enforcement officers must remain sensitive to the individuality of each victim and

the massive impact a sexual assault may have upon the victim and the victim's family and

friends. Law enforcement officers should take into account not only the particular assault

suffered by each victim, but the victim's age, physical abilities and culture (e.g.,

cognitive/developmentally and physical disability considerations, deaf/hard of hearing

considerations, elderly considerations, lesbian/gaylbisexual/transgender/queer/ questioning
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(LGBT+) considerations. male victirn considerations, Afiican American considerations,

immigrapt and refugee considerations, Latino/Hispanic considerations. sex trafficking victims

considerations, and faith considerations).

o The Resnondins Law Enforcement Officer

The first law enforcement officer to reach a sexual assault victim is usually a uniformed

officer. This officer, as with others who investigate the case, should quickly develop a positive

rapport with the victim while initiating the gathering of evidence.

(1.) Immediate ResPonse

o The responding officer should first address the victim's physical and medical needs.

Emergency first aid should be offered, if necessary, while awaiting an emergency medical

response unit.

o The responding officer should be calm, sympathetic and understanding. To increase the

victim's emotional comfort and security prior to a transfer to a medical faciiity/ Rape Crisis

Center, the officer should explain to the victim the actions anticipated on the victim's behalf,

including a physical examination.

. The officer should also ask the victim to refrain from washing, showering, brushing teeth,

using a mouthwash, smoking, eating, chewing gum, breathe mints, hard candy, drinking,

douching, urinating, or defecating to prevent the loss of valuable physical evidence. The

evidentiary importance of preserving personal clothing and arlicles from the crime scene should

be explained. Even if a victim has bathed, douched, or changed clothing, the officer should

transport the victim to the appropriate medical facility for a medical lorensic examination.

o The responding officer should also ask the victim basic questions about the sexual assault'

Not more than two officers should conduct questioning in the greatest privacy available, and

questioning should be limited in scope to crucial information immediately needed by law

enforcement.

o The crime scene will be processed per the investigating agency's operating policy.
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. If the responding officer proceeds to the medical factlity/Rape Crisis Center where the

victim is taken, the officer should:

a. Remain at the medicai facility/ Rape Crisis Center until the investigating law

enforcement officer(s) has arrived; and

b. Thoroughly brief the investigating law enforcement officer(s) on any information

about the victim, the assault, the assailant, and the crime scene, which the officer has

obtained. These briefings should take place in a private setting where other patients or

hospital personnel cannot overhear confidential information.

(2.) Delaved Reportine

Forensic evidence may remain for a general time period of up to 120 hours in the victim's

body or there may be evidence of tearing or other internal abrasions. For this reason, the victim

should be encouraged to seek medical care. A medical forensic examination includes the

collection of medical history to guide the medical provider, such as a SANE or other qualified

individual, in delivering medical care tailored to address the specific inquiries and medical needs

of the patient. The medical forensic examination provides treatment including but not limited to

Prophylaxis, Safety Plan Assessment, Fatality/Risk Assessment, Mental Health Assessment for

Rape Trauma Syndrome, STI testing, Strangulation Assessment, and Intimidate Partner Violence

(IPV) Assessment.

(3.) The Medical Fl,xamination and Law Enforcement

Law enforcement officers should not be present during the medical examination of a

sexual assault victim, unless there is a specific evidentiary or investigative necessity that requires

their attendance. Any person, particularly a sexual assault victim, deserves a personal

examination free of unnecessary, non-medical strangers.

a

1. An Investigator will usually be summoned to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center

where the victim has been taken. The Investigator should respond immediately to the facility.

The Investigator should conduct a thorough interview with the victim and should document the

facts of the investigation and, if necessary, request The Haven Rape Crisis Center record the

interview with both audio and video equipment.
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Durins the itial contact. the In tor should:

. Clearly identify himseif/herself to the victim

o Verify the information obtained by the dispatcher and/or responding officer w'hich may help

the police locate the suspect;

o Attempt to expiain to the victim what is being done on the victim's behalf

. Inform the victim that another interview may be conducted at a later time.

o Interviews conducted by SANEs should be limited to medical history and sexual assault

history pertinent to guiding the exam only and for the purpose of any medical diagnosis and

treatment. It is imperative that every SANE remains focused on their role as a medical

professional, while also protecting the privacy and confidentiality of the patient in their care.

o The victim's interview at The Haven Rape Crisis Center may be video/audio recorded with

informed consent. It will ultimately be left up to the victim/patient whether they wish to have

their Medical forensic history recorded. Notice to the victim shall be accomplished by placing at

least one sign, printed in both English and Spanish, in the area where the interview shall be

conducted advising the victim that the interview may be video/audio recorded. Victims may be

asked to sign a written form consenting to the video/audio recording of the interview. If a victim

choses to not have his/her medical forensic history recorded then every effort should be made to

notify the assigned law enforcement Investigator in order to allow their presence for the medical

forensic history interview.

o The Investigator may consult with the victim advocate to explain the actions being taken by

the police and to seek their cooperation and assistance in future contacts with the victim.

o Transporlation arrangements will be made to a safe location for the victim.

o The Investigator should verify that the chain of custody of the evidence obtained at the

medical facility/Rape Crisis Center is maintained correctly. The Investigator should ensure that

all evidence collected is inventoried and prepared for transfer to the crime laboratory if

appropriate. Investigators should confirm with the evidence custodian that the evidence is

transferred to the lab in a timely manner.
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r Victim Follow Up:

The primary law enforcement officer will keep in touch with the victim as needed and as

is applicable for the investigation process. The primary law enforcement officer should refer the

victim to a Victim Advocate as determined necessary by the investigator.

a The Case Report:

The primary investigation officer in a sexual assault case has the crucial responsibility of

compiling all the information learned through the investigation. The case report will be the main

source of information for the prosecutors handling the case, Therefore, it is imperative that every

effort is made to be as thorough, accurate and informative as possible in building the report.

. Rane Crisis Center Resnonse

Although several different agencies come in contact with sexual assault victims at various

stages after a sexual assault is reported, the Haven Rape Crisis Center is the coordinating agency

for sexual victims, providing consistent support, consistent treatment, and advocacy throughout

the process. The Haven Rape Crisis Center provides emotional support and crisis intervention to

sexual assault victims and their families.

r Initial resDonse

The safety and well-being of the victim should be the first concern of the victim service

provider. The role of the victim service provider is to:

. With the consent of the victim, help identify and address the immediate concerns of the

victims, (e.g., are they in a safe place, are there family and friends whom the victim wishes to be

contacted, are medical care or transportation to the hospital needed, is clothing needed to wear

home from the hospital);

r Instruct the victim to not destroy evidence by eating, drinking, bathing, urinating, douching ,

or washing clothes;

o Provide emotional support and crisis intervention to victim and their families;

o Be present during medical forensic examination (at the request of the SANE and/or victim);

and

. Help anange transportation to and from the hospital or medical facility;
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For their own safety, and to avoid interfering with the investigation, victim advocates

shall not go to the crime scene unless accompanied by law enforcement. Victim advocates are

not investigators or attorneys and do not investigate cases or give legal advice. The advocate at

no time will ask the victim questions related to the details of the assault. The role of the victim

advocate should be explained to the victim. The advocate should detetmine whether the victim

wishes to receive victim services.

Sexual offenders may be predatory and/or serial offenders. As such, any notification of a

sexual assault to the advocate should be reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency.

While the victim may decide not to pursue a criminal complaint of the incident, it may be

imporlant to other ongoing investigations that law enforcement is made aware of the assault.

. EasisSsrsls
Rape Crisis Advocates need to achieve an effective balance between advocating for

victims and working within the parameters of the criminal justice system. Basic services

provided by the Rape Crisis Center to victims, their families and friends may include:

. On-site examination room for use by Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners for medical

assessment, medical treatment, proper support assessments, and collection of evidence;

o A twenty-four hour crisis line;

. Accompanying a victim to a medical facility and providing support throughout the

medical examination;

o Provide clothing and hygiene items;

. If a survivor wishes the assistance, an advocate will accompany the survivor for any follow-

up medical visits;

o Throughout and after the medical visit, advocates help survivors deal with symptoms of

anxiety, fear, depression, loss ofcontrol, and decreased assertiveness;

o Advocates may accompany victim during initial police contact at medical facility;

e Video interviewing facilities for interviewing the victim;

. Victims will be referred to a counseling service. Valdosta State University students will be

made aware of counseling services offered by the university;
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o Victims will be offered the choice to participate in support groups provided free of charge by

the Haven Rape Crisis Center;

o Advocates provide victims with assistance in understanding reporting options, victims' rights,

filing for crime victims' compensation, support throughout the prosecution of the case and

accompaniment to court;

o Information and referral to community resources; and

o Staff or volunteers will interact with agencies and individuals on behalf of sexual assault

victims in order to achieve a particular goal or results.

The advocate needs the cooperation of many other agencies to provide information and

support. Networking and maintaining effective lines of communication with law enforcement,

medical, prosecutorial, criminal justice, and other social service organizations are essential.
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o Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Resnonse

The role of the medical forensic personnel is to provide a timely, high-quality rnedical

forensic examination that can potentially validate and address sexual assault patients' concerns.

minimize the trauma they may experience, and promote their healing. At the same time, it can

increase the likelihood that evidence collected will aid in criminal case investigation, resulting in

perpetrators being held accountable and fuither sexual violence prevented. The main role of the

medical forensic personnel shall always relate to treatment and assessment rather than forensic in

collecting and preserving evidence. Medical forensic examinations shall be performed by a

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner ("SANE"), physician, nurse practitioner or physician's assistant

("PA") trained in performing such exams.

Medical f sic examination resnonsi include:

o Obtaining informed consent from the patient for the medical forensic examination,

documentation and evidence collection

o Gathering the medical forensic history Conducting a medical physical examination

Coordinating treatment of injuries Documentation of biologic and physical findings Collection of

evidence from patient Documentation of findings

o Providing information, treatment, and referrals for STis, pregnancy Follow-up as

needed for additional treatment and/or collection of evidence Providing testimony at trial.

The Medical Forensic Examinationa

a Who Mav Reou t an Examination

With the consent of the patient, medical forensic examinations can be performed at the request of

(l) a Law Enforcement Agency, (2) the District Attomey's Office, (3) the Medical Examiner or

County Coroner's Office, (4) a Hospital, (5) Pursuant to a Court Order, or (6) at the

Patient's/Victim's Request Pursuant to O.C.G.A . 517 -5-72'
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o Procedures for he Fl,xamination

In order to preserve the patient's dignity and confidentiality. all aspects of the medical

forensic examination, including consent, medical history, and details of the assault, wili be

conducted in a private office or secluded space. A trained victim advocate wili be available to

accompany the patient and offer emotional support during the examination. The advocate will at

no time ask the patient questions related to the details of the assault. After explaining to the

patient the details of the examination, additional consents are obtained, a secondary assessment

is performed, and the history of the patient and the assault are taken. Note that while it is

important to document the history of the patient and the assault as completely as possible, the

examiner should not inquire about or document irrelevant aspects of the patient's sexual history.

After completing the documentation for this phase, a serum or urine pregnancy test is ordered on

women wi_th childbearing capabilities. The SANE shall perform a complete medical forensic

examination and upon completion, provide the patient with the proper precautionary medications

to help guard against certain sexually transmitted diseases and Plan B birth control medication.

These medications are prescribed by the physician supervising the SANE. The SANE shall

complete the Sexual Assault Response Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence

Collection Form and return it to the Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate within 5 business days.

Said form will then be made available to the Investigator and Prosecutor.

a

Any forensic evidence collected within 120 hours of a sexual assault should be

documented in the Georgia Bureau of Investigation/Division of Forensic Sciences Sexual

Assault Evidence Collection Kit (GBVDOFS). The findings of the exam should be documented

completely, noting injuries on the relevant anatomical diagrams. After the examination and

evidence collection are completed, the examiner should check the labeling of all evidence and

package it as instructed in the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. The SANE shall

release the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit, a copy of the Sexual Assault Response

Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence Collection Form, and ali evidence

collected to the appropriate law enforcement offlrcial. The official should sign for this material,

establishing a "chain of custody".
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Adequate and proper collection of specimen samples frorn the patient's body for forensic

anaiysis is essential following the rnedical care of the patient. Biologic evidence collection shall

be conducted in accordance with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBi) procedures using a

GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. This kit shall be utilized to collect samples from

the patient's body to perform semen testing through DNA analysis. A separate Drug Facilitated

Sexual Assault kit for biologicai specimens shall be utilized for coilection of blood and urine

samples from the patient's body to determine if the sexual assault was drug facilitated. The

instruction sheet provided in each kit should be followed explicitly for proper evidence

collection. Inadequate collection andlor preservation of evidence may hinder suspect

identification. Immediate air drying (no heat) of samples is critical for the optimum preservation

of the evidence. All labeling or identifying information must be accurately completed. The label

should include: the name of the patient, date and time of collection, sample source (or contents of

clean paper bag when clothes are collected), and person coliecting the sample.

Georgia law requires consent to any and all medical procedures (O.C.G.A. S 3l-9-2).

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-9-7, the legal age of consent for medical treatment is 18. However, there

are exceptions. For tests and treatment connected with pregnancy) a female can consent

regardless of her age or marital status.

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-17-7, any minor can consent without either parent's permission to

those medical services, which deal with the treatment of a sexually transmitted disease.

Emergency cases can be rendered under implied consent.

o Pavment Procedures for Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner or Other Medical Providers

After completion of a forensic exam, the SANE or medical provider conducting the

medical forensic examination will complete all required documents and payment forms as

provided by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) of Georgia. The required forms

and documents will be submitted by the SANE or medical provider to the Haven Rape Crisis

Center directly for reimbursement for exam costs only'
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o State-Wide Sexual Assault Kit Trackins S!'stem:

Sexuai Assault Kit tracking r,,,ill be provided to all victims for updates on the location and

status of sexual assault kits throughout the criminal justice process, including the initial

collection in sexual assault medical forensic examination perfonned at medical facilities, receipt

and storage at law enforcement agencies, receipt and analysis at forensic laboratories, and any

destruction after completion of analysis.

Tracking will allow faciiities performing sexual assault medical forensic examinations,

law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, the Division of Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau

of Investigation, and other entities having custody of sexual assault kits to update and track the

status and location of sexual assault kits. Victims of sexual assault will be able to anonymously

track or receive updates regarding the status of their sexual assault kits using electronic

technology or technologies allowing continuous access (O.C.G.A. 5 17-5-74).

o Prosecution Resnonse

A crime is an illegal act or omission for which someone can be punished by the

government. A felony crime is a prohibited act, which carries possible punishment of one year or

more in the State Penitentiary. Under Georgia law, all felonies are in the jurisdiction of Superior

Court and are prosecuted by the District Attorney's Office for the Circuit in which the crime was

committed. The District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit prosecutes felony

cases in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

Most crime victims regard a criminal case as their case and expect the prosecutor to

pursue the case according to their wishes. Victims of sexual assault, which can include some of

the most violent and traumatic cases handled by prosecutors, are no exception to this general

rule. This sometimes results in conflict between the victim and prosecutor as to the appropriate

resolution of the criminal case. While the victim is primarily concetned only with their

individual case and feelings regarding the case, the prosecutor has taken an oath to uphold the

Constitution and laws of the United States and the State of Georgia. The prosecutor represents

the interests of the people of the State of Georgia (i.e., society as a whole) not merely the

interests of the individual victim.
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It is the ultirnate legal responsibility of the prosecutor to determine the disposition of any

case. including sexual assault crimes. It is the policy of the District Attorney's Office of the

Alapaha Judicial Circr-rit to make such a determination after careful consideration of the feelings

and position of the victim, victim's family members and the law enforcement investigator who

has had primary responsibility for the investigation. While the majority of cases prosecuted by

the District's Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit are resolved with the agreement

of the victim, such cannot always be the case. In any event, it is the policy of the District

Attorney's Office to explain the reasons for disposition of cases to victims. This is especially

important when the disposition is contrary to the victim's wishes. If, after hearing the reasons, a

victim is not in agreement with the disposition of the criminal case, he or she always has the

option of filing a civil suit against the perpetrator in which the victim will be a named party and

can direct his or her private attorney as to how to proceed in that action.

o Victim Serv ices - Office of District Attornev

In 1995, the Georgia Legislature adopted the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights (Codffied at

O.C.G.A. S 17-17-1).These rights include but are not limited to:

r The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any scheduled court proceedings or

any changes to such proceedings;

o The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of the arrest, release, or escape of the

accused;

o The right not to be excluded from any scheduied court proceedings, except as provided in

this chapter or as otherwise required by law;

o The right to be heard at any scheduled court proceedings involving the release, plea, or

sentencing of the accused;

o The right to file a written objection in any parole proceedings involving the accused;

o The right to confer with the prosecuting attorney in any criminal prosecution related to the

victim;

. The right to restitution as provided by law;

o The right to proceedings free from unreasonable delay; and
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r The right to be treated fairly and with dignity by ail criminaljustice agencies involved in the

case.

The first requirement for a victim to exercise his or her rights is to be made aware of

those rights. The District Attorney's Office of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit provides local law

enforcement agencies an outline of those rights for distribution to crime victims. This outline is

given to the victim by the responding officer and includes the phone number of the District

Attorney's Office Victim Assistance Program for further information.

If a member of the District Attorney's Office is not called to the scene, an attempt to

contact the victim of a sexual assault will be made within 24 to 48 hours or at a reasonable time

once sufficient information becomes available. Incident reports from investigating law

enforcement agencies are examined daily to insure victim notification.

Upon initial contact, one of the District Attorney's Victim Advocates will attempt to

coordinate an immediate face-to-face interview and will advise the victim of his or her rights

under O.C.G.A. $ 17-17-1, et. seq. If the responding officer did not provide the victim rights

outline to the victim, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will provide that outline, as well as

a copy of a brochure explaining the criminal justice process in basic terms.

The District Attorney's Victim Advocate will also explain the availability of victim

compensation and will offer assistance with completing the application, as well as contacting the

Governor's Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Division of Victim Compensation if needed.

The District Attomey's Office appeals adverse decisions of Victim Compensation if the office

believes that the denial was made in error. At the initial meeting, as well as subsequent meetings,

the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will make reference to support services appropriate to

the needs of the victim.

Whenever possible, the District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of any proceeding in

which the release of the accused will be considered and offers the victim the opportunity to

express his or her opinion on the release of the accused pending judiciai disposition. if any

accused is released on a pre-trial bond, a bond after conviction, or given a probated sentence, the
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District Attorney's Office requests of the Coutl to make "no contact with the victim, directly or

indirectly," a condition of the release. The District Attorney's Office further notifies the victim of

his or her right to notify the office if the accused violates the condition of release or if anyone

else subjects them to threats or intimidation. Upon a victim's r.l,ritten complaint of such and/or

other evidence produced, the District Attorney's Office can take action to petition the Court to

revoke bond or probation and/or bring criminal charges against such individual.

During any hearing or trial, the District Attomey's Victim Advocate makes all reasonable

attempts, consistent with Court facilities, to ensure that the victim waits in an area separate from

the accused, his friends, and family.

Prior to disposition of the accuser's case, the prosecutor offers the victim the opportunity

to express the victim's opinion on the disposition of the case, including plea or sentence

negotiations and participation in pre-trial or post-trial diversion programs. The oppoltunity is

given for both oral opinion and also in the form of a written Victim Impact Statement from the

victim.

The District Attomey's Office notifies the victim of all hearing/court dates/post

adjudication proceedings, which can affect the custodial status or disposition of the case. This is

accomplished by both telephone contact and with written notice when possible. Victims are also

notified of appellate lparole decisions and where possible, the prosecutor assists the victim in

communicating with both the Department of Corrections (prison system) and Parole Board. The

prosecutor's office also assists the victim with enrolling in the 24 hour automated notification

system operated by the Department of Corrections to notify the victim of any escapes from

custody by the perpetrator.
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a General Procedures

After a suspect is arrested, the Magistrate Judge forwards a copy of the warant to the

District Attorney. Cases are assigned to a specific prosecutor when the warrant is received. The

District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit primarily utilizes a hybrid-vertical

prosecution case-assignment system. Therefore, the prosecutor initially assigned the case will

follow it through until its conclusion in the office. The ultimate assignment of prosecutors to a

case is the responsibility of the elected District Attorney who has that legal obligation as part of

his offrcial duties.

In every case which appears to be able to be resolved only by trial, as opposed to some

other disposition, the prosecutor and advocates make all reasonable efforts to visit the coufiroom

with the victim when there is no courl action taking place in order to acclimate the victim to the

courtroom and explain trial procedures in an attempt to raise the comforl level for the victim

under admittedly unpleasant circumstances.

Each sexual assault victim is provided the name and phone number of the prosecutor and

victim advocates assigned to his or her case, and the staff of the District Attorney's Office is

always available to advise and consult with victims, from the date of the incident, until literally

decades later when parole issues arise.

o Financial Resources

There are a number of costs associated with a sexual assault, in particular the costs of

collecting evidence; hospital or health provider fees including fees for the physical examination;

lab expenses including the collection of specimens, tests for pregnancy and tests to detect the

presence of HIV antibodies; medications to prevent sexually transmitted diseases; follow-up; and

treatment for any injuries. In addition there may be costs to the victim of lost wages, and for a

family, funeral expenses.
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(1.) Payments for Forens

When evidence relating to an aliegation of rape is collected in the course of a medical

examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime Victims

Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be responsible for the cost of

the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the limited purpose of

collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-1)

When evidence relating to an allegation of aggravated sodomy is collected in the course

of a medical examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime

Victims Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be financially

responsible for the cost of the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the

limited purpose of collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-2)

f2-) Victims' Comnensation Fund

For other medical costs associated with the assault such as the pregnancy test, test for

HIV, emergency contraception, and treatment for any injuries, reimbursement can be claimed

through the Victims' Compensation Fund, and if an application is made and approved payment

will made directly to the hospital or other medical provider, including a Sexual Assault Nurse

Examiner. However if a victim is insured or on Medicaid, then those sources should be sought

before the Victims' Compensation Fund is used.
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We, as mernbers of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol

Committee, hereby sign our support and commitment to the policies and procedures as

documented and set for"th herein this Protocol, to the training and implementation of such, and to

the ongoing process of facilitating through the Sexual Assault Response Team, a multi-

disciplinary, coordinated response to the crime of sexual assault and sexual assault victims.

Approved and adopted this ay of September, 2025.

At Large Members:

/"
ct Attorney Chase L. Studstill

ub^----r--

=fr/-b.**,

Chairmen, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Michelle Girlman
Executive Director
The Haven Rape Crisis Center

The Haven Rape Crisis Center

yr

Dr. Stewart Warren, MD
Magnolia Urgent Care
LocalCitizen Member Sexual Assault Health Care Professional

-(art{ o r ai-, c(larrtcl
az*Ua\ A s Sau)f oldz''n u'1er'
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ATKINSO COT]NTY

('
Honorable Carol G. Durrattce, Judge

Magistrate Court of Atkinson County

Derrick Touchton, Police Chief
Pearson Poli Depaftment

Francisco Police Chief
wil ice Department

+
Moore, Sheriff

Atkinson County Sheriff s Office

B,t t'1, a)
Amber DeCosta, RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Departrnent of Public Health

I\ l\ r-..- /& 4^rnJ*
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ulk, heriff
Berrien Sheriff s Office

Honorable Doug G
Berrien County Magistrate Court

n agood, Police Chief
Alapaha Police Department

Ronald Knowles, Police Chief
Nashville Police Department

Ray

U\"*t6, UL
Anthony Perkins, Police Chief
Enigma Police Department

S, ice Chief
Ray City Police Department

Bowen, B , RN, County Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health
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CLINCH COUNTY

z,--
Magistrate Court

Dn

Keith Jackson, Police Chief
Homervi lle Police Department

€,
Peterson, Sheriff

Clinch County Sheriff s Office

0/f-$'! rw
RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health

e Judge l4.rt l' {
CI
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COOK T]NTY

('

ono Stephen M. Chammoun, Chief Judge

Cook ountv Magistrate Court

Audie Rowe,
Adel Police Department

avoris B lice Chief
Sparks Police DePartment

Doug Hanks, Sheriff
Cook County Sheriff s Office

Rebecca Allgood, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health

,Po lice Chief
Police Department

J
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LANIER COIINTY

fforab Victoria J , Chief Judge
Lanier Counfy Magistrate Court

Mi S Police Ch

Lakeland Pol ice Department

N
Lanier County Sheriff s Office

KN
Lauren Lee, RN, unty Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health
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Addendum 1:

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
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rvrerjrclt exartl, anrl to rneei vLritlr att advocate'

3. lf thetr-icideriloccurreci r;crethanrzohourspricrtotheteport,cirnch(ounty
llerrror]alHospiial wiilens;"e tlrat the vittirn rer:eivcs a medical er"aluation ironi a

Ml) anC any rreecJerl tredtmen.l, and coctact infOfrnation for The llaverl's Sexr'ai

lissault[?riponicCenIert.henextb',rsinessclayfcracvocacys€r\/lce5'

r,. clinci-r c,fjLinty [4,:mcr:al i-ospitalwillalso orovirje-l hi: Haverr's 5ex!|aiArsau:l

ResDorrse Center (onfact inforrrtatiori to tht: pral:ient'

5, Respe ct the confirJe,rtiai n;rti;re tiicot'ltlttttrtication [)etwenrr l'ire l-laverr'; sex';al

Assault flespOn:e Ccnter advo,,ates a;rtl ptrtrent.s at Clirrch County ir'lernor i''rl

4osPital.

fi. lrrsure tlral I'he llavt:n's SexualAssauh i?t:spotrse Certtet aclvocaies dr'-'r lt:;rr.tlcl irl

er,ieriir.(,1inrICoLrntyMetltor,.rl Flospital{ornreetings,tl airrirlgst'5si(rn:ol t'-)

r..ett yrjth ;latie nts, f linclr (ounty lilenror'iai ltospitalv,iill provicle 1'or olirer'1t;i;i';trr 'rl

rtecrjs, sut.lt ,,15 plivaie n.ieelilrq space if tteerJeil'

7. ItACiiit atetheplaCenrerttt,iinfOftlaiit)rlwlLl, tnstr'-rctiCrlsrlrl fiowtoat'tt.;'' iii'

ll;t,ttn's !icx{,.l1Assatrlt. Rr:spt-rr:se [-e lttr:t ili:iiinc irt art:as t''tstt:le lo all 1;''Lil:rr1: 'rrrti

:,rltt)loyttt:s.

i,.. ).',,.,,.',1)di t:'rlr ll;t, ,i:iiiii! lrJ (r)till ,i',1ir- 11" i'ly r'i,f,l 'i;'r '; t'r':r r-lrl'r lti r ir:l' i: " : '

i 1 x t..t 1 .4., :,, :,.t I t ii r, !, ;,)t-) :t 53 Cr.t ri t 
"i',1,i 

f i .I



B Tlrc- 11averr SexiraIAssauIt lles;rottse ( clrlcI'a11t'etls to:

:. l?eSltrrrrti tc rctlirr:rts fr<-,rll Cltrttlr (.cUrrty N4rrlrtolr;rl I lO',ptl'rl lrr ptc;Vttlr: '11i'71;i;lr 1

atttj {otpll:ic r:ralt}l; ttl [)i]tlcllts'

t ll.esltorrdtocallsfrurn(-linclrc.oilrttyMetr]oriall-lo:,pilal rr:t:trivt:tl utl llrcIlrrV('rr"'

5exu a I Assau lt Rcsl tt-ltl se Ctrt'tei lrotline'

I ProvrrJe i'olior,v rrp.5elViCeS arrCJ crrsis intet'vention contilcts Io viclitrts ol stlxr'rai

as:ault;11 ( irnch Counly Mernoiial Hospital, a's resources allow'

u,. worl< wttlt rlesignated clinch county Menrorial Flospital offir:rals to olltain sccr'rIrty

cleararrce atrd ltollow all facility guideliires for safety anCl secul'ity, as rreces5arl'

! Mairrtairr conficlentiality as outlinecl uyThe Battered wcmen's Shelter, lrrc dlla Tire

l lavert's aqenciz statrrjarCs'

6 Obtain the paiient's consent and il release of inforrnatirlrt prior to contacting (.lint ll

courity Mernorial Hospital or otller third parties about any lteai's r-tt concerrrs tlre

1;atient has related to hislher safety orwell-hreing'

7. Provide sexual.ass.rult focused training fcr slaff 
' 

as rreeded'

B.Comr-nunicateanyquestionsorconcern'sabouttlreMCUtoClinchCcllrtrl'y
Mernor-ial HosPital.

lt
IC

I

t

o

1 'q-

Anqela Ammons, CEO

Clinch CountY Memorial HosPital

/'? L-6,L(*--*(!. '' *'

Date

l,.t ) ?i

Michelle Girtrnart, Dire ctor t)ate

The Battered Women's Strelter, lrtc'

Dba The Haven's Sexual Assault Respotrse Centet'
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I

t

rr.lltrlifirblc, r\ll,l all lrirrt.:trccs to l)lli llctoirr s[lrll b': croltsttitc:(J tir irrclrttlc li{']li AS'l()(:lA'i I;

frgiccs n()t ld uso ol ilisc,losc (trr llc,ttlit (l!(r llr{i Ct tlir-clOsuti; ui; }'1ll itt i' it-tlLtittct llliLl ''orrl(l

\,i0lf,te lhc rcqrtr|crtrctlts oi thc ]rri','irlry $tnndaLds .0r 
Slrctllity SliittLlnLils il lhc l]l ll tw*Lc itictl t'r'

tlisclosr:d by ,,\rir6otity iu^,.t,* ,*'n. ii,oUn.,. ASSOCIn'l ll sltitll trsc xpl)lopritrtc sttlegtr,,rrls lt.r

llrc'cltt rlrc r"isc i'. rlisclosrtLt: of PIII ctScr thatl as uxprcssly pclrniLtcrj rrrtdcl lliir- A1;rcr;rncnt'

1,2 AssoclATtl shnll intplcrncnt apprcpristg aclministrativc,,physicnl nntl locltniclll

$afsgusrds rnsl irr nll orhcr rs$pccts comply with's'ubpnrr c or./l.:l-.!.ftl Port 164 itt urdcr to

protest rhc confidcntialiry,,-ir*uliiv t"cl *vuilubilitl oititt rlrr arrd UPi'll thrrt it crca(cs' rcccivcs'

mnintnins ot tron$nits on bchflif otAu{hgrity. nSSOdll"ffi coverl{nts tlur srrelr snfogrrnrds shlll

i'clude, witirout limitation, inrplcmcrrting ,urlrtrr, rroti"i"s ud lltuccdurcs ilI cgnlpliancc witlt

HIpAA a'd AHIA, conducti*g a scctrLity List nsscslnrcnt, arrtl 6nini'g ASSOCIA1E clnployccs

who will lravc access to PLII with rcspcct to tt,. poiiri$ nn,j procctlurcli rcq$ircd by I'llltAA arrcl

ATi.]{A

l3Inthccycntoi.asecuritylncirlcr{,iuclrrdirlgnBrcach(as^hureiltaftcrtl':firrcel)or
sny ciher usc or disclosr'"- *iUfi is noiprr*itfcd unrler thi-s Agrccr:rcnt of any PI{I or Ell'II tlrtt

ASsoClA't.E accassss, ,nuioioi,rr, ,.tninr, ,r,odi{ies, rccords, sires, cl*stroys' ar olhcrwisc holds

or uses on be1qlf ul ertitri,y'in'.ntr'*",ion with tic ilusirress Arrarrgentent' ASSoCiA1'Li slall

rcport such Secu'ity ln.iJ.ni o, otheL irrcidc*t to tlre *\*thority within terr (10) dirys o{'disctrvcr'1'

ty'-ii" n^ssOCiiTE. ,i',.n.i't,, 
. shall nrean., tlre unautlrorized ncquisition' *cccss, trscJ or

rlisclosurri <.rllrlll which ccmprcnriscs thc sccurity or privncy of such irtformatiorr'

l4Inthcevcrrlofal]reachofJ:tsectirctlPltl,l\SSoCtAI.]]shalipLor.ice,,\trtltor:itv'
.,virh Noticc ihc'eof. N"ti". oi a B.eacl sliait t-re in rvriting anJ jnclttr]c:: (i) tlic iclcnriiicaiion ol'

caehindividiialwhosePlilhasbcetl,orisrcasottabiybslievccltolt*vcb:etr'r'cccssctl'actllrired'
or tliscioscd clrir.ing thc"B,;-tftt (iij a bLiei tlescription of lhc cit'crtntst:]r\iis s\rrlo\rnding t5c

llreach; (iii) rhc datc of d. ntto*ri; 1iu; rt,.4stc oltliscovuly of tle Brcnch; (v) the sco'co[ tltc

ISreach; (vi) ASSOCIA;E;;ili* ro rt'. .llrcach 
an<l thc idc*(ificutitxt of t5c pnrty

rcsponsiblc for orusing i# fit*otli, if known; (vii) t 6ercriptlon of d:t.l{l** of uttspcrrmd I'l-ll

involvc<l in (hc Brcrch i;;. ;",".;, socinl sccuriry uruuberc, dntcs of tri.lih, nddrcsscs, {ccount

turnbcrs, <lingrlttstic u'ul liiinf if ity uotlcs' cru'); .(viiil 
nny stcps rvlticlt slroultl bc takun by nRtctcd

irrr,ividu{ls ro pror€cr il;;;;;ir;i frcnr lruroirri,l li,,nri tcsi,lri*g h'ortr t'c Bicach; (ir) u bricf

dr:scription ol wlurt l sioCln ni is rtoing to ittvcstignte ttrc llrunch' to nritig*te hRrtn tcr

indivicluals, *rr<l to l,nriroi-.goinrt any iirLttrcr llrenc6csi errd (x) thc rrttltlc nittl cotttact

infbLrilation o[.a liaisilrr lvliour 1[e ALrllroLity nrly crrrttrct rvith inqrrirics conccnrittg thc lJtcnalt'

l5
rnlbrntation
;rvlilab lc,

ASSoi)IA'lIi shrLll sLll:pltlilrcrtL llrry No(icc ot'1.}Lr:a.;it llLovirlcrl tLi Llti; '.\LtlltoLit'),tt:.

n,hir-;h was ttot icut.ru'itt rrt thc tirrrc ol'tlio oLigirr:rl Nrltit;c ol lll'tritclr [tccotitcs

l6 Irr tlrc i;vt:nt ol' e lJrcroh. n SSo(llAl'l'r slrnli, rrr oorlsrtlliitiorr willr :\rltlrority'

r'itiriatc, lrr I,itu cxl.cttt pr';lllicublc arrv lraLrnljil t:iictt o[':;Ltlil l-]tc:rclt tllal i:r kiLt'ri'rr itt

ASSO(ltr\ I li'

). tjss tr1. l,lIL. ASso(jlA I'li shirll u"-o Irlll: (i).solt;ly lirr .,\ulhnriiy's lptrclit lrritl 'trtll' [t"'

I ,;;,.xii,::fi$i"jl1"fi;:';;"''- i;*i'lqlp;-J'*iiilli:1"'::1i'ilill";:''ll:;1"'11;
Asso(:lA'l', or.ro ccny oirt irs lclj:rL ,*qr",tir'tiirii--, r'rovirlcrl tlrut sttr:lt lllil:r' I't* ir')trr)illtltl

l;ltLlL:t ir:iliL,il l)lt(l rrtltr) litil,. i:l;lc:ir:,t,t ';ili;'rvi;c 
(:xl1jr'\\l)'l}!,t'tlLitt':'l ltr:tcitr rrt i'\ li:rll!;tt:rl i)y



t lrrr,,. t\5lii)t'i,\ l l' r.li;'ll llr)i il'irr lt Lli:;:rir):-t: i'l li liir iirri l)lrlill):11:t ollttri- llirtr' ilttr';i: )'!"; '"" "

iri.:rriiili,l rririllr irrllnitriili,irr jit,i\SS()t.lA'l']! arc niil l)cr.jl.rilkxl litli(:s.i t'xl:r"i;i'1'1 ti:"ittttt':ri :ti

ilririrrg hr. liriilrrrritl'.

l l)jsclrrlrrrc 01_LUL 5::lljcrlt ttl an), ]inliiatl0tls ir} lhi.s Ap,tcctl;;t]t- i\SS()f'llr'f i.' 'rll.;'

<ii.st:losc l'ill to atry ihirifirirry llel$orls oI clttiiiss 
'ls 

l]rlcctisitry to pctlbrn: it's ohligrrtirur:; rrttiii'r

'irc 
iJrrsines"^ Anangr:rricu: with Authority ou<1 a.s pennittc(l or rijquirrxl lly nllplicablc fcdcrai oi

$tfrte law. Furllrer, ASSOCIA'IF, may <liscloie PI'lt lbr tlrc propeL malrflgenor)[ aii"

a6nri'istratir:rr,,1 ASSOCIAfii,pr""ia.i lhat: (i) such disclosrrr'"s aie rcqui'r'ctl hylaw;or (ri;

A$s()clAl'n: (a) obtrins ,.u*o,,rblr Bssurrurces i'rum u4y tftiLd parLy to.whon thr: inlormation i:;

rlisclose4 thar jt *,ill bc hclcl confrdentiar and irutlier used ancl iisclosed.nly as rcquiled byla;i

or tbi iLrc lnilllosc foy l,]iiclL ii rvas disoioscii to tlie thlLtJ l.raliy; (b) requires thc thild pal'L] t(r

ait.ee id irnr1,:d:ately notliy ASSOCIATE of any iostallccs oi which lt js aware ':l:af PIll is belng

Ise(l ot cljs.loseri li',r a p.r,Lpos. lhat is not ctlicrvrise provi6]erl for in this Aglerernent ol'lOr a

.put;toSe noi cxpr.cssll, p.trr-rio.d by tiie i)rivac,v StandarCs; antt (c) ensiiros that all cljsclosures i'ii'

'pl,fi 
iro AS,SOCiAI"E and tire ttrird party comply wjti the pri'ciple of 'rninimulrl rli!)essaiy Lr:se

ai.i<1 djsclosu'c,,, i.e,, rrnly ,ii"re ntini:i,ri:rn Fut rl*t is rrecessary to acco*piisli t5e i'tenCed pur?ose

ruray 1;e rli..;clt.,:;cC. If ;\SSO(.lAl'tl d'lscl-rses PFII receiveC hom Authoritv, t''t' ctcaleC ol rcceiv'eci

.oy ASS(lr:Jz\TE orr behali of Authcrity, to agellts, incllding a pennitted sitbconllzir';Cr

(coilcrti,",ely, ',i,ecipienrs';), z\SSOCL,\Ttj shall reqrure Recilients.to .aglee 
i' vzriting to lhe

sa;rc rcsiiic.t:o.. o,',,1 ,u'',iiLions rl'rat apply ttl ASSOCII\TI unCer rhis Agreernent To liic; ertet:l

f.,:n,irt.d by la'u, ASSo(llATE shall^ bc fLrlly lia.blc to A:thorr',f ibr a.y acts, lirilures iri

ornjssio,rs <;fi,'-ccipicnts in lr-rrrushing tirc scn'ices as if thcy 
"ve;:e 

ASSOCU'TE's orvll acLs'

ibih:res ,;r: t,r.11rssions. ASSoil]ATE shall iepor: ro Authoritlr al1)/ \isc or' drsclasr-ire of Pi-ll [r:i

1rc:rr-iLeti ir), lnrs u\g;::crnerr1, of lvhir;h it becomes:'rwale, sttch isport to ire made rvitliin lil/'c (5)

lio.r, oi ,,risoc;ta;t tl bgcirurir.;B awarc c,f suclt ttse or discli;sure ASSoCIi\I'|' agtees to

,..,ririgare, l.r llrc cxtetlt pr:rc;li;;rl arv-l- urtiess-othct'"rtise retlut:stcd by Au'']1oLi:y in r'vriir'g' i'lry

irru,,"f*L r:lfccr. lhat is k-Liowri t0 AssOCIAI'll ard is thr: r"sul1 of a rtse or tlisclusute of PI-{I li'
ASSO(llA'll or Recipielt's in violaljon ol'this '\greenrent'

4.. Ittdividual Rig}ts llggsrdlng,ns$ignnted tlcstlr{ $cts. ll '\ssocIATF urcintailis a

Dcsignatcd Rccord Set on ''rchalf of Authotity, ASS(ICIAiE shali: (i) provide.iccess to, 'r:rd

pooril i*po"lion anrl copying of PFTI by Authoriry 0r' as dii'ccte{i by Arnhority, an indivicllal

l"rfrn L tJ",.^rrUject of the 
'Pi.li 

uucier t:onrlilions and lirnilutions required untlet 45 CPR Sl6'i -5'.14,

,, it -ry r.re amelclcd fi.orn tinrc to rime: zr:ui (ii) arnerrd PUI ntaittttrirtrd b)' ASSOCI.\'['I'' as

reqi.rcslej i-ry Authcrrily. AS:jOtitAlilshail rcspr:nd to atiy rcquest ironi ALrthority liit alt:t'ss br.

arr indi.,,iduitl w|tirirr Jlv,: (5) Cays si er-ich rcrlilesl anri shall lnake any atiicndmciti rc(ir'l(i:jlcrl l)\'

,,\irthoriiy rvithjn ren qrO) tta.ys ol .suoh lequcst. 
-lhe 

rntbnrLaticn siiall bc pLovidcd iii thc fotiri il'

fu.nut ,"qr".tecl, il it is re aclily pro<luciblr: ili such lcLtrt or' {br'uriit, ot itl :itrntLltiltt. ii lir"

lrrclivicluai Ltas zrB|ccr] i; atl.valcc 1.o acccpl tiu; in(oirrraliotl iLr srlinnrari'iiiiriL. .'\ fi:ilsollal)lr, J\)sl

l;a:cr.l frr: i,rr ci:'yiug irlll i:,ay bc clrnLge<l. AuthoL:ry shrll Jctcrrlrirrc u,h,:lttu;1 ,1.,11i111 i.l

.rp'r..)r)j.ia.rc oL;rir cxc;cpli9,., ,r1,1,lies. A-cSOall,\'l tl slrall rr,rlily i\utlrrlLil,v rvillrirr fit't' (i1i{'r;-s t;l'

r.r:ceipi ol n,,y ,.1,1.,ari lilr':L;cr:s:; r.,r'arrrardirrr;rt hy t,rr iririivirlLritl ;\rrtlrtrrity r;ltilll t.l:Lcittrirt.i:

r,r,ltlthcr io g,t.rrt rr, cl.ity ;rnJv ittjciisr r;'' iirttcr,ltiltiLl rccpre.slcli lrv tlL': irlriivirltrli irsSO(ll'\'i li

t;hnlj iia,lc n-,rro,,,,,.,, i,.r |1a",: li,, rt,rl,tc',ls liJt ;iirieilcl:rrtltlls ilr\il iirl trl-';lcirtl;rrli stlch lt-(llir:jls ll() tltc

I)csigrraLcC llcccird Sct, as tcclrlcsii:cl i;'i ;\Lrihority'

{

I



(: i. 4,c$ituljlrg trf i),ig!utrs"r ;\ss(l(lli\'l'ti shnll rrrakc llvail'lhlc to Att(lxrrity itt ti'rslrttttst;

1n rr ict'rc$[ {!ont rn l,,rliui,f,*i,--ini,rttrt.rlicrtt ,*.1,,i,*.1 lor {tt acsOlutlirrg ol <liSt:loslrtcr oi' I'l ll

rvitlr lt;sltcr:l L.r lltc itttllt'triLt:tl, it; rlcc'rtclriri'rc \vitlt 45 Cljl{ $164'528' 0s it may bc irutcndcrl liortt

ii.rc 1o rii,rr:, !.rroLl:c,.rrr.g li:r;:1rti,.)irs iL):iuclr lccourrting iiasig,tatc,l tludtt'tl$ r'cgtrlntion' SiLrch

et:t:orrniir,I i:, ]irrritcrl r. rlisclr-.rrrcs llllt YJerc nlldo iu rirc s;x ic) years priol to lhc lt<ltrcst nrtrl

shlll nOt ipuhrtic ilpl'rliscltstttes lllitI wtrLllirnde ltlitrt'ltt thc cOrtrl:liattcc tlalc Cl tltC l'rivtCy

Srarrirrds AS.S0CIiyl'r. ,f.,.1, frori,f. strr:li ittbt'nlttli.n ttect:*'sl1y to pruvitic rtn nccorrnIing

rviririu ihiiL; (-10) rlays rrf ,,\rrtlroIii)"s rcqrlest. Srtclt nccotrtttinil must bc provitlcd witltottt ('oHl {tt

rhc irtriivirjrr,rl nr. iir Arrr.Sor.ity il ii is t6i: {lrs( accounting r'grlllcste(l by an indivirltrirl witltilr;rrtl'

:rrr:ii,o (l,l) nrotrilr p.e|iocl; hoi,,,,:vei, a Lcnsoriable, cOst'blsetl fce rnay bc chnLged lbr stlltse<itrr:tll

irccounrings if nSSO(llAflj iilfr.rrnts Authurity and Arrlhority inlorms thc individual in atlvattcc

of thc fcc. arr<l thc irv{iviclual is aflorded nn opportlrnity tn withd^* oI modiry lho rcqucst' Suclr

accorrDting obligatiorrs shall survive tc|mirlation of this Agfocmcnt snd shatl cOntinuc as lonli as

,,\SSOCiATII rrraintains I'l l[,

6 \Yith<,lraw4l oF Autlrorizntiol. lf ll-,e trse or disclosutc of l'l-ll in [his '{'gLccrlrei]t is

bascci Lrpon n,, i,.,,liti,t,,iiffiJilit5olization tbr the usc of his or hcl Pili' aird: (i) thc

inrlivichral revokss strclt fluthol'izalion in rwiting, (ii) thC cft'ective da'te of sLtcli aulltolizrrtjon has

cxpireci, or (iii) tlrc cor)sent or 
^ulhorizstion 

ii lcfective in an1' tnattt.iet that rendcl"s it irrvalid'

ASS0()A'l'L aglces, !f il has rtoiice ol' such Levocaliort or ir-'validily tD ccesc thr use rnrl

discrjosun: cl any suclr indiviCLral's PIll cxcePt to thc oxient it ltas rclierl ott srrt:ir ''rs0 l:'

iJisclo.sLrrc, or wlielc an cxccptir-rc- rtitrlet ilte Privacy Stancar:ds cx1.;tl'ssly applies

]' ltcq.ql'sls rnd Au<lit, ;\SSOCIA'[E shail inakg available to lhe ScctctrrLy cl lhe lJ.S,

l-l"po,,n,[iTf lt.rL,t., ,ii-iluman Sctviccs (lhc "secictary") or its agc-nts' its irttc'ral prnctices.

t uul,r, un,t 
'ecoxls 

rclatirrg to lhc use nnd diSClOsure of PHI receivod frOta, cr6stcd' or fcccive(l

rr1, ,riSOr:'1f,.'1'!:l ,r' bchati ,rl;\LrclroLi:y ibr thr trurponc of dctcrmining Arrtiro'ity's cottt'liartcc

ivirh tire Plivacy SlaitdaLtis ol any othcr health ovcr:sight agenc)/! in l Iinrc ('lfld lnarllicl'

dcsignatcri by thc secr.etary. Iirxccpl to tltc extenl pLohibitcci bv lar'v. ASSOCIT\l'F' ilg(ccs lL)

,-,otiiy ,.r.,,,noriLy imr,erliatJy Lrporl re<;c:ipt hy Ar^.S0CIAlll oi'atry ttttd al1 rcqLrcsts hv ot t.'tt

bchaiiolany u,id,,ll g,,u.r',rirrr;t aLrlhoIjrii.)s 5orvo(l L,1.]{rll i\SSf)ClAl'Ii ti:r t)!il'

8. (ionfidenLialitY

g.l ASSOCI;.,TI.: sLrali ialre arry si.cPs lca.soitably r'eqtrilecl irr: (i) pLotcct P[j1 il':rrr

Lrn.,rr[[rtrr.izeiJ L.rscs ur,clisclosLrrcs. anil (ii) Lrraintairr thc conilt]crntialiLy' ancl iIli:gLrty oi l)t[1.

g.Z l'hc ptrlics shail corn})Ly lvitlr all iede|ul itttel str,tc l:tr.r's govc|tling llrc

coiriidcntiality arrd pr.ivlrc,v ol'ircalth infbLDiatiott tltiit aiu ir|plicirbltr lo Iitcnr, l0s)coLl\'()ly,

irrclrrcli'g, rvlrhoirt lirlira.iion, I{}PA.ri anrl thc legLtlitlinns pLourul.qared tltc|ctrirclcu' :rDtl Al{ll;i
anri thc rcgLtiatiolrs prottttrlgali:rl tltcl ci;rrdcr'

,. {.cstL-gld*Ilil:'uitsltsiL

,_) 'l {ris ,,\.grec.tcnl slrrll cuil'tnrcltc{r oLr thc Iil'cctive i)ir.|r: anti :;!r:til Ii'lil;iiii irr ':l'ir''t
,, 

'1il 
11;1.161rr:rr.l:rl irr .rcC'.rrcjr,rrric i.,.,illi illt: liitrrs ol' lhi; !r:r;tillrt 9, pLot'iilt;ri- iir:ti'clli 'iliri' l!li\

t!rttr;l'rl.iil:l r,r.rli ,rrii ii{clt ilrc r.!jl)(l(.livi.1 r,iriilt.riiu:r.s ,.t' ti11r,l.,; lrj' llle l'ittt'1,; :l'l,i;trl ttl .':r t: i '
.'r\ttt,.:(ti,c.l ;:til:r' !t: iilr: il!,;cLivr: iill1. i;i ltt,: ii:'ttit:tl :lil ili ir'1111 11 sll'lli i:lrlrii:lt!: i i 'iL":'ri : 'r{ '

''r'illt lir:i: lertlrr'o



I .\lli|lirr'il.l,ill;iii'..i.L'ii;..lii.i,..ir.rll.ii,.llil:i:i\l:l..i.:l.lil''i:.;
ii,i: ii , iill rjil\i \\),iL.l] lllrii i I ) 'i'SSi rill'\ 1 i'

r.'.i t\trtli|til.l', ilt !ir :;ttlr: 'iiscrotii;ir' 
lriii\l irlrttltltlirtlci)' 1r'itrliiliti'r 1l'i': 7\1r11;-1rr"rr " 'i

j,.:1lj ;rir!r.: r:r) {iil1ltci. obligtrtiOil\ trt;\SSOCli\,ili lL.r',;Llrtt{cr 11 ,i,1'' tti'iir; lirl]r':'rrrir ':';iit'' '; '{l

llair' '.1,:,,tt:i''l ,;;1i l:q' r'1,;.lit L itr:i'

i'i)ASSr.l(,1lr.l.llslilliiil:lioobgcfvci-'}ipcllbill]...i1]lill']lil:l(:l)Vc;lili]l'i),.\ / 
:*i:;u"::;#:";'- l: 'l:ul;:llf,r 

l:;'l;'';r" flr';''ti"' 
'u"".'"

irr) t\ vit'ii..'iri:l bv ,lSS0(]IAII'i oi rrrry provisiorr irr. ili., l,t.ivn':.,, Sil.tiili:lr.ri:. rr,

app}ic;rlllcl.cdcl.tlor:;tntcprivucylawLelatl:iqlotite'riillrtir;tr':lli
ASSOCI:\'l'}j Lrridcr rlris 1\'gi lttrt ctri

'l',: ltt-rirt:t,ioit rtl ihis z\glectltei;': ibL eithel ui' tiie tv"'c feasf Iis

g.3 abovr: shlll be .uur. 
"JoI. 

u\rrtitol.iry ro irlrrrrcdiatcly lct'nriila'Lc 
.

;\:r';rngcr',er,I prilsuallt to whit:ir ASSOC]lA'l'L' i'; crrtitlcrl lo ilcct

).4
Srtbsc,:iion
ll usir rcs s

A ui lxlr:11',

sbl jtrrih in

{irt r;aust; :tttll

vr I'i 1i ll c'lr

o

,.5 l: ilro et'ct.tl tliai eithci' pn11'7 has knowi;cigc t;l 't ttr'tLi:: iai l-"-i'rii; t'l tliis

,\!rtoirrcilt by tlrt: olhe| I)at11, a::d cure is nor pc'ssib'"1 
!'t,::'jl-':t'crtr:ltin;1 

l):-':1" ''lr;rll

in;;:reil;a-,:l;, l!'ri.-rjrlii'.;i rt'ti.,tlr."*.nr' Whcn..neitltet ctllc itc'r I'etltlit;aiioli is [ciisilrll' tilc ni)i!

Ilctt;lit:r3 iar iy sha,li rcporl the i'iolatioll to {iie Scci'ciLl;y

;6 1,,:on ilri: rtttliiti;tlion ci :ii llrrri:cr;S r\tr:t::ge;i" trtr' iJ'rtl i):ltl(' flt r) :jirllrrr''1tl

thir; r\grccltrt:trr h;r';l'lvidirrg \ryfi1ltri'r r'i]licc [o llle ot]lir I)air-y

.l',). LIlitr;i lel:-.riltatii-:n of'rllis r\gr.:ctn:rtt lbr llty t'citslltt, A5^5-()1.}l\.i l] r:,n ':r;s iiL].tt.:t l':

rii.,.L;l1 au i\Lrtllr_rrir,.v n, ro,l*siro).,a,l l,Hl iecc:ivccl ll'cDr,'\rlti,()l ity ol oiilcr\\'lsii illr'clr!i'' Lri(-'

psrforrnarrcr: oi'service-. tr,' ,luif',orirv, that i.s l:r lhc possession or conti''rl r'r',\SSOCIAIiT o' i':'

a._:cnts (rn1 il rli:srroyc,tl,-e,,ruiJ" wrlir*'' ,,r' Lificution of samc) Itr Lhc iasi-: ol PlIl rvlich i:l tirrt

i'easiLrlr, io "r.ctUil1 ,rr <lcrt,,,i'," All-q(.:clA'I'li shall cxierltl the protcctir:;rs of this AgrccIiurtt Irr

sLrch .rlli urtrl IirrriL liirthtl 
-,,ses 

alrrl iiisclllsrircs i'rl':r'cll l)lLl io ihrrsc pllrl'r(;sor^ lil:ii lllili(c ihi)

idl.ulrr 0t c1,.:st:LtcliLn inflrlsjbjc, toL so lotrg as A:iSOt'lA'l'l; tr'iiinLairrs :;'rcli I)ill :\SSOtll't''i l)

fu|thc:,' ti.grr:cs '.tr l0i;ri:l)' ''iiil oihci applil al)le siiLlc 'i 
ltili:ial law' rvhicli rtr:ry lull:iii'r e spi:lillc

i",.l,r,i ai r-r;i"clricrr, 
',"iio.Lin,,, 

.,. utli., ' tialtttcill t;l :ritr:lr l:'llr' 'l'iiis ;'i|.r'i:ii'lit sirttll sltr" i'"r'

tcltr-rinatior. ol 'LlLis AgiccttlcnL lor ;trly leilsj!)il

)0. .ilgup:ra.irgC-J$!tr-Bd-$Ag-&!-!g,s-. 
In tltL: rvcttl thal r\SS()(11'r\ i'[ is e n3'iiii':<l iu pct Lrirri

arr ur:tir,.ly i,r c,.,,r,roc,,i:,r,litt, r,o ii.nu.,.,l lcr:trtrlt' ltr; rlcllrti:rt ill l6 (lfl{ Q63i L (es 'rt:'lir:i'i-'e

llo 4Lrlhlri|i a; i:. "ct.rriiit-ri",,rril ilrl:i.'rl;c ll ASSt)[-iAl'li ir:r 'l "Sct vicc lriil'i'irl':i" l)le)\ii(i:i]r-l iiri\'

servicc;.u:\rilliLrliLy)A:;SO(liA^lliagrce:lio:(i)Lr1l'lltr!optcri'lcorrrph':ritlrlir/:l{lii{l:rr;li-ri'"'
(j(r (--{ril- S/j.91.i,' cLriLt:liil',, irL cl''i:cL ii;r<l as i;iali bt:1lti:lttLilgilt'-Ll iri llrc l'llLiL':: (ri) lrltrlrl ir 1(r'Li

l,lL;,, 1-r1rp,Lair, (ii [)111o]r, 1;rarLice' ol .(irc(.:lli 'rttliviiy iit::t rtttliciiLur Lhl po:'r'lirlr t)riirr;;)ir"1r'

i lr.i,{i!.i tlri;ti) tliai. ir.,llni.,liu,.-t ,;;iih icii:rai rlttLtl:r':ii,:;t.-s :15 l)r'otfilllir'liluri i;1 i{; (-l:!( ${rlil l': l'i

itiii i:,i,,:, ;li .,-cl::;:,,:t'i 
',,1,1 

,,1,1,r,1p1i1,1{ i 1:]ls i{) (lllsillo 'hirL itt "';L'viii-l; irrlil: i:t'' t' '' ' l r ' 1

i.r;. 1':,.ii.'riito){ iiLr {i'ili{lllcll;ti it' at:i"'t(iiti'cc 
"vill'i 

Lhc il':''i !rirtlr llr'l'-s : ':l its ll-'l l i"'1 r 11'"1"'t

'.,.1 r.,; ;, r.,.';;l 't l ttil 'tt'rr' tr;lrlir)' r': i irllriirri: "l r''"'i lil rl 'l ' i " 
;

Li i.,.{r:i,.ljl. 1,iliici..t :itirl i iir(.r(101.,, ,i.,a,tlrlC,l iti il-trlci- ijr\i!r;lli : lir! li Llill i t 'ir;l- 'r ;' ' tlt ' "

.;,.lrr.;ir.' :,,,7 lir I I l.,r ilr i :':'. r'j',.,i".i,,', tltc lrtr'; l'ili:> \i:i':t:':lclrri r''" rlrr 1 1 '' l"

I



t i i:tr' ll \ilii)rrl ll\

:,li'ir"iv ili, ll.

/:\
\'tJt

i i. Ur!rrurr!'!,t.qgligrr, AtiS{X)ll\.|'l,j slralI irlclcrrllli{y, rlt:It:ltrl, :rrrti lrrr]rl Ar,lIirrIiiy, tl;' ,'{|ir,l.

llirrrclrttri, 1:1lll.!10]cCS, AlCtlt:i, ritlCcllsii(]l'.! arlrl lrsSigrts ttnr'tttlcsi;' 1i0tri arrd ;rl:lir'll ;iri7 rtrr:l I ll

i"Ss<:s.,:i,,itrd, actiotts,il,rltn,r,ls, linl:riliiics,,lanr,,gcu. tlosts. atttl cKi)crtrior (ir'r:'rrriirrll (:lr"l' r'i

j.-rrlgrrrcrrts, $cltlcplcpls, ()()urt (:osls nrul lcasr)lruhl.,-,,1i,r,',',clys' fbcs, irrisirtg ll'ttrl (rt rt:ltrttlrl iU' ii)

1l-rc List l...di,sclrsrirc ir{'l}l llili vio}ali,.rrt ci'tlrc ictnis ol rlri:; .\grcctllctti trl ir1;plic'ri:lr: lir ''i' iii;

ititi Lllitii\)h oi'f juSccrtr:otl flll .:alrsert by ihc r:l1s ot otti.'lsii''ns cl r\SS['r(-]1A'lll; rirrcL (i ii) i't
Jirilurc ol'ASSOClA'l'd oi nnyi ol ifs clrployr:cs, sitht:r;ttttacforii' or agcrllt Ll ;'llidr: hy anrl

i;omply wit[ the Privncy tt,itcr onA thc Sccqiiry Rrrltr-. Attlltority shnll ltnvu tltc; dght, itt ;15

expcrlsc! to pafticiputc in thc rlslctrsc c,f any "loit 
ot acli<ln fur which AFiSI)(jlA'l'li rrlttst

i ndcr r ur i I-v ;\.''i',hol itl',

\2. NO WiIriiIIIIV. P}]I IS PIi.OVII]LD'IO ASSCCJA'II: SOi'J]I Y O}{ AN Aii ]S'

ltA)ls. r\lJllIOlu]lY DlscLAlh4-c ALL OIIII-ii \YAi{Rr\Nl'llls, F)xl)ltESS Oit llli'l'li-l)'
lNCl,tjt)iNG, I}IJT NoT t,IN4lIE]) 'lO, IIVIPI'IT.I]. ^.ttriAltltz\NTl]:i,.^ 

O];

I'4 1,I{C1 1 i\.r-'I'ABI T .IT Y, AND i lll{l:S S FOR A ]l A]?-L iCULhR PIJ ILPO SF'

l3 lncliqiblc Per{ons. ASSOCIA'I'L, tcprcsents anti. \\',ar:rarlt$ to ,\utboriiy tlr:ti

i\SSOCIATE: (i) is notffintly exclucled, dcbaLierl, ,Jr c)thor\,viso ine]ieiblc to perLicipaiu in aril'

i'cricuil l,.caltir care prograin as defined irl 42 U.S.C. Sectiotr 1320:--71'(l) ("ilrc Fcdcrr.al llcaLtht:ztL'c

lrri,qra:l:s,'); (ii) has nor been convictcrl of a crinlirial oilcrlse lelatccl io iilc ])r'o"'is:trll oi lteiililr

i:a1 itclrS Ot'Sct'riccs attC rtoi yci been erciudctl. citlbalrCcl, ilr othetrvisc rltrclrrci[ ilt:ligil;le tr:

j-rflrtic\la(: ill t|e lieclcral Iicahhcarrr i)toEi]ms, anci (iii) is not. under irlvi:stisratiolt or (lLi-r'jL!\';se

:rwaLc of aily t)jrctlrnstallces which lr'u1"'".-suit ur ASSO(llATii being i:xcludcC lre'tn parLjcipatioir

in thc feC:ral ]leaiihcare Prog|arrs. I'his slialL bc irrt urttoifipr, rcplesentaLiotl i'ttttj lvtlirirniir

ciLlir-rg tlre teln of tlris r\grecmcnl, arr':l ASSOIII-rr'i'I-i shall inrmediately n'oii.i' AL:thoLitj' oi'an'i

"h;,-; 
jn t1re starLis ol thi reL,r'cs.rrraiions;::rd wirlrauly sct it)rtil iir tlris Scciior'.. i\-tl-r' l;r't:itch i:rf

tiris Sec,tio:t shail give Auth<;rityth: r'iglit to tet nittale ths ;\grcrrntrni ir,Lrr-'ciiralcl"' ibt'i:itt'sc'

14, i\'irscellarrcous.

l4 i Nolices. All nctices, r'c(lucsts,,lomauJs iriiLl oiitr-:r'cL,tlttrirttijcaiit)ii:j relltlil'c(l or

llciniiiicrJ io hc givcn or. rlla(lc rrnrlcl. tlris Aglconr;nt shail bc iu wtitinLi, sllnll bc cll'i;ctivc trtrtln

;;i;, or atrer{:ier1 dcJivc[),, and slrall be serrt by. (i) p;-r:vruil tl*tivcry: (ii) crrrtiiicrl or

r"giricre,l United States nraii rctrrLrr lsccipt rcqucs(ctl; or (iiii oveutight dcliveLy scl'vic( wit{i

nriqf of clelivery. Npticc.s sirell bc scut to tlre arklrcsses 1r;ltr*'. Ncitltr:r' l,)arl)' shalI ir:lir:;c

delivury ol' arry rrtltit:c hctctrLtdcr'

iiLo Autliolity: l;lr" lioboil ( j'' f osttL ('hi':I

Jnltllriial roti ( )il.tt:t;i SoLLi.il

(;oolgia jviiltiit:irl ( :crtltrl lr (.)'

l\ot. I'l');l
Valili:siii. (i;\ I I (tl).\ l'i':) 

'l

I



I t,ri ii,,ili:r'c,i r,\;1r, rr'1';.'ijri'l'-il. i tr; 'i
i'ilL iilI.:ti':r l,i:ri''li "!:ll;ii'1' llr'l 'i"r1::

1'.(L ilti,.:i i5i'l

\i iilr.rl.;i:r i i.to:..,.ili 'l 
Ir'11 

'

;\i'r.r;itiriil: I r.':l:i:ltli'r'c I ii'r':r 'rIt'

lr,.?" \valycr, NoproYisi;r,roftl.isAgrcctnut)tolfiuyblcachlltctcol'shnll 
bcrlcsr 

"r'i
.(,trivc(l 1gl(:s:. .such \v1i\,'*r'i.* il ru, itirrg lrrcl sifrrc<l by rltc l'ilrty c]trirttr:tl to havc l'/itivc(l s:'"

lnnvisionorirrr)ach.Norvaivcrof'ii l,rcichshaltcor:stinitertwtli;cI(tf orcxellscttttyrlil'fcrcrrt ;l

s,.:b jrr:ri't:;.: iri l::r:li.

l4.l Assignmctrt. Neilhcr f'ai-ry lnay ss$ign..(whcther .by oporatiort of law or

ct.hcnr4sc) any of irs rights or delcgslc o[ subcoutr;ct any ci'irs obtigatiorls tltldcr thiJi n tlrcctlrcllt
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TIFICATE MPL Lf88'*i Y'r:$o,iG r^

OCT tE pfi l?: Sl+$P$t

c00

To:

From:

Date:

Re:

Director Jay Neal, Criminal Justic Coordinating Qopncil
The Honorable Clayton A. Tomlinson, Chief ;uAffimfrhd J6&kjd€€ry,it

?'5|iu1[,uJifiRiif
Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

SART Committee Certificate of Compliance

September 30,2025

The undersigned as Chairman of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol

Committee hereby certifies that it has met at least once during the 2025 calendar year for the

purpose of both drafting and adopting the Protocol, as well as, evaluating the effectiveness of the

protocol and appropriately modifying and updating the same, per the mandate under O'C.G'A' $

ts-24-2(f).

This Certificate of Compliance is being submitted to the Criminal Jr-rstice Coordinating

Cotrncil (CJCC) before December 37,2025, and is in Compliance with O'C.G.A. $ 15-2a-2G)

Respectfully submitted this 3Oth day of Septembet,2025

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill

Chairman, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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2025.2026 ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SEXUAL ASSAULT PROTOCOL

STATE OF GEORGIA

ORDER

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Georgia enacted O.C.G.A. 15-24-2 requiring

the establishment of a Sexual Assault Protocol; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned established a Sexual Assault Protocol committee pursuant

to O.C.G.A . 15-24-2; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has approved the attached Protocol as the protocol

for cases of sexual assault in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, this document is accepted by the

Court as the protocol to be used in responding to, investigating, and prosecuting cases arising

from an alleged sexual assault and shall be spread upon the minutes and filed with the Clerk of

the Superior Court of Lanier County.

,-{
so ORDERED, this the 

-l- 
auy ot 0/'l.U^ ,2025.

le Clayton A. Tomlinson
Chief Judge, Lanier County Superior Court
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Order prepared by:
Chase L. Studstill
District Attomey
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LANIER COUNTY
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ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE TEAMPROT

t\t
clErt\r Ictt 

-rFB#$
@otiJ-l.r- .L- 

=lThis Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol (hbreinafter." q"#
"Protocol") is adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A . S 15-24-2 for the puryose of outlining the -,:;; -J. :

procedures to be used in responding to, investigating and prosecuting cases of sq5u4l assd$lt. The

purpose of this Protocol shall be to ensure coordination between utt lg.n.i., inflfu.a in ,.*uul

assault cases as to increase the efficiency of all agencies handling such cases and to minimize the

stress created for the sexual assault victim by the legal and investigatory process. A failure by an

agency to follow the protocol shall not constitute an affirmative or other defense to prosecution

of a sexual assault, preclude the admissibility of evidence, nor shall a failure by an agency to

follow the protocol give rise to a civil cause of action.

o Purnose ofProtocol

The protocol is intended to:

o Facilitate the provision of consistent, comprehensive, sensitive, and non- judgmental

treatment of victims of sexual assault as they progress through the medical, law enforcement,

advocacy, and legal system.

o Standardize the collection of evidence in order to aid in the medical treatment of victims and

prosecution of cases; and,

o Develop a coordinated effort among health providers, law enforcement personnel,

prosecutors, and victim advocates ensuring that victims receive efficient and comprehensive

medical care, evidentiary examination, emotional support, and referral information.

o Use of Protocol

This Protocol will be utilized by the following agencies: Adel Police Department, Alapaha Police
Department, Atkinson County Health Department, Atkinson County Sheriffls Office, Berrien
County Health Department, Berrien County Sheriff s Office, Berrien County 911 Center, Clinch
County Health Department, Clinch County Sheriff s Office, Clinch Memorial Hospital, Cook

County Health Department, Cook County Sheriff s Office, Cook County 911 Center, Enigma
Police Department, The Haven Rape Crisis Center, Homerville Police Department, Lakeland
Police Department, Lanier County Health Department, Lanier County Sheriff s Office, Lenox
Police Department, Nashville Police Department, Office of the District Attorney for the Alapaha
Judicial Circuit, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners and their supervising physician(s), Pearson

Police Department, Ray City Police Department, South Georgia Medical Center, Sparks Police
Department. Tri-County 9l I Center, Willacoochee Police Department.
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r Monitoring the Protocol

Some members of the Sexual Assault Response Team shall meet quarterly at the Alapaha Circuit

District Attomey's Office or other designated place to review current sexual assault

investigations relative to the implementation and utility of the sexual assault protocol. Any team

member involved in the investigation shall be invited to attend. The mission of the Sexual

Assault Response Team shall conduct full reviews of sexual abuse, exploitation, andlor neglect

allegations and to develop effective and efficient responses. All members of the Sexual Assault

Response Team agree that all information discussed andlor obtained in these case review

meetings will remain confidential except as authorized or as required for the purposes of a

criminal investigation and/or prosecution as otherwise required by law.

The sexual assault protocol committee shall meet annually to evaluate the effectiveness of the

protocol and to recommend measures to improve compliance. (O.C.G.A. 5 15-24-2). Members of

the Committee wanting to recommend improvements are encouraged to do so in writing with

fellow members in order to effectively communicate annual compliance. Attendance may be

achieved electronically at the request of a member.

DEFINITION OF SEXUAL ASSAULT

Sexual assault is defined as sexual contact or intimacy initiated by one or more persons against

another without their consent. This includes instances where victims are unable to give consent

due to age or mental or physical incapacity. Sexual assault does not discriminate among race,

sex, sexual orientation, socio economic class or age. Persons may be sexually assaulted by

strangers, acquaintances, or members of their family.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-70(3), "Sexual assault" means rape, sodomy, aggravated sodomy,

statutory rape, child molestation, aggravaled child molestation, sexual assault against a person in

custody, sexual assault against a person detained in a hospital or other institution, sexual assault

by a practitioner of psychotherapy against a patient, incest, bestiality, sexual battery, and

aggravated sexual battery.
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PROCESS OF CASE MANAGEMENT

Sensitivitv to the Needs of Victims

Ensuring that sexual assault victims will be treated with sensitivity and compassion requires that

victim services, law enforcement, medical, and prosecutorial personnel be aware of the special

needs of these victims.

Victims of violent crimes, not only must cope with the physicai trauma perpetrated against them

but they must also deal with the emotional and psychological repercussions of the crime. The

emotional and psychological repercussions of a sexual assault can be devastating. The

humiliation and degradation victims may feel often are compounded by feelings of guilt. Often

society perpetuates the myth that sexual assault victims somehow are responsible for the crime

committed against them or that they must act in a certain manner following the assault. For this

reason, victims of sexual assault often are reluctant to report the crime, and therefore, must

receive immediate support from agency personnel if they choose to report.

While victims of sexual assault may feel guilty, frightened, ashamed, dirty, angry,

anxious, embarrassed, or any number of other emotions, it is important to remember that there is

no "typical" way for victims to feel, react, or look after a sexual assault. Some victims may

appear to be calm while others may look visibly upset or enraged.

Victim confidentiality should be strictly protected. Professional staff should make direct

inquiries of the victim regarding how to address the disclosure of confidential infonnation.

Assumptions should not be made conceming whether it is appropriate to disclose information to

family, friends, employers, and/or educational providers about the assault or the victim's sexual

preference.
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o First Renort

In most cases, the victim usually makes the first report of a sexual assault to a dispatch or

emergency communications center (911). Dispatch or communications center staffers are critical

in aiding the victim to regain control and composure after an assault.

If the victim is the caller, the dispatcher should:

. Obtain the victim's name and location immediately.

o Determine if the victim is currently safe and whether or not the victim needs immediate

medical attention.

. Dispatch the appropriate law enforcement units, and, if necessary, emergency medical help.

o Assure the victim that help is coming, and instruct the victim not to eat, drink, bathe,

urinate, or douche.

o Ask victim if they are still wearing the same clothing they were wearing during the

assault. If they are, tell the victim not to change and come as they are. If they are not wearing the

same clothing, instruct the victim to leave the clothing as is and in its present location.

o Advise the victim not to move or touch anything at the assault location and not to disturb

items used as weapons.

Once the victim decides he/she wants a sexual assault examination, and law enforcement

determines that The Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate and a SANE will be needed, law

enforcement will inform the dispatcher to notify the on-call Haven Staff.

''JANE DOE'' REPORTING

A sexual assault victim shall have the right to have a medical forensic examination

regardless of whether the victim participates in the criminal justice system or cooperates with

law enforcement in pursuing prosecution of the underlying crime (O.C.G.A. 5 17-5-72). Pursuant

to O.C.G.A. fi Il-5-74, the tenn "unrepofted sexual assault kit" means a sexual assault kit

collected from a victim who has consented to the collection of the sexual assault kit but who has

not repofied the alleged crime to law enforcement.
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If a sexual assault victim calls 9 i 1 or the Crisis Hotline requesting a medical forensic

examination for sexual assault, but does not wish to make a report to law enforcement, dispatch

is to contact the appropriate law enforcement agency. A Haven Rape Crisis Advocate and a

SANE rvill also be contacted. The victim will be directed to the Haven Rape Crisis Center for a

medical examination. Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection

Kit will be completed. The Evidence Collection Kit and ali evidence will be labeled by the

SANE with the victim's information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law

Enforcement Officer. The Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information

sheet regarding the sexual assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet

shall include the victim's sex, date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the

victim's name. The GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law

enforcement to the GBi Crime Laboratory.

If the victim goes to the hospital requesting a medical forensic examination for sexual

assault, but doesn't want to make a repofi to law enforcement, the hospital shall contact the

appropriate law enlorcement agency and a Haven Rape Crisis Advocate. The Advocate will then

contact the on-cal| SANE,. If needed, the Advocate will transport the victim to the Haven Rape

Crisis Center for the examination after the victim has signed a confidentiality agreement.

Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be completed.

The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the SANE with the victim's

information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law Enforcement Officer' The

Law Enforcement Officer will also be provided with an information sheet regarding the sexual

assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet shall include the victim's sex,

date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the victim's name. The GBI

Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be forwarded by law enforcement to the GBI Crime

Laboratory per current GBI policies and procedures.

If the victim does not cooperate with law enforcement in the investigation or prosecutron

of a sexual assault, the investigating law enforcement agency shall maintain any physical

evidence collected as a result of such sexual assault that contains biological material, including'

but not limited to, stains, fluids, or hair samples that relate to the identity of the perpetrator of the
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sexual assault, for not less than 12 months from the date any such physical evidence is collected

(o.c.G.A. $l 7-s-72(b)).

A sexual assault victim shall not be required to pay, directly or indirectly, for the cost of a

forensic medical examination. The cost of a forensic medical examination shall be paid for by

the Georgia Crime Victims Emergency Fund (O.C.G.A. $17-5-72)

No prosecuting attorney, investigating law enforcement agency, or government official

shall ask or require any victim of a sexual assault to submit to a polygraph examination or any

other truth-telling device as a condition precedent to investigating a sexual assault. The refusal of

a victim to submit to a polygraph examination or any other truth-telling device shall not prevent

an investigation or prosecution of any sexual assault (O.C.G.A. $ l7-5-73). At the time of

medical forensic examination, no alleged victim shall be required to assign or waive any rights

afforded to him or her in the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights or that might prevent the alleged

victim from seeking relief from the Crime Victims Compensation Board (O.C.G.A. $ 35-1-2).

a Notification of On-call Sexual Assault onse Team

If the victim is at the medical facilitv:

Hospitals receiving patients reporting incidents of sexual assault shall immediately

contact law enforcement in accordance with O.C.G.A. $ 31-7-9 mandating all non-accidental

injuries be reported. Patients will retain the right to initiate, participate in, and/or cooperate with

any law enforcement investigation of such assault.

o The nursing staff should contact the appropriate 91 1 Dispatch and The Haven Rape Crisis

Center at 229 -244-17 65 .

o The E.R. physician or physician extender will provide a medical screening examination.

o If no treatment is indicated in the Emergency Department and a SANE is on-call then the

patient will be escorted to The Haven Rape Crisis Center by the responding law enforcement

agency for a medical forensic examination and evidence collection if within the 120 hour time

frame.
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. If the patient has obvious injuries or requires medical treatment in the Ernergency

Department, the responding law enforcement agency will contact the on-call Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate who will contact the on-call SANE. The medicai forensic examination will be

performed at the hospital.

. If there is no SANE on-call, then the emergency department will proceed with the medical

forensic examination and evidence collection.

o If the victim is not able to give consent for the medical forensic examination or cannot make

a repofi to law enforcement based on their cognitive, developmental, or physical disability, it is

essential to find out if the victim has a legal guardian and, if so, who the legal guardian is for the

victim that can provide consent for medical procedures. The medical forensic examination can be

conducted in emergency situations.

If the victim is at the scene:

. The incident is reported through the appropriate 911 Center and forwarded to a law

enforcement agency. Law enforcement will request 911 to contact The Haven Rape Crisis Center

via crisis line at 229-244-1765.

o Uniformed patrol is dispatched to the victim.

. Uniformed patrol advises hisiher supervisor of facts and the determination is made whether

to contact the on-call Detective/Investigator and the on-call Haven Rape Crisis Advocate.

r The Appropriate 911 Center notifies the Detective/Investigatory and Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate. if there is a SANE on-call, the Advocate will contact the on-call SANE. Response

time for the Advocate is no more than 45 minutes following initial notification. Response time

for the on-call SANE is no more than 60 minutes following initial notif,rcation.

o If a SANE is on-call, the victim should be transported to The Haven Rape Crisis Center. If

the victim has visible physical injuries, then the victim should be transported to the nearest

available medical facility capable of providing basic life support.

. If a SANE is not on-call, then the victim should be transported to an emergency room to

proceed with the examination and collection of evidence.
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o If the victim is a child (Under 12 Years Old):

In any case in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, or Lanier Counties (The Alapaha Judicial

Circuit) where any child under 12 years of age presents to law enforcement or DFCS with an

acute sexual assault case (defined as any type of penetration within 72-96 hours for any child

under 12) the following protocol shall be followed:

r The Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes County (hereinafter "CAC") shall be contacted

via their crisis line at229-300-4366.

. The CAC Representative will determine that the case meets the above criteria and will

contact the on call Pediatric SANE nurse, Forensic Interviewer with the Child Advocacy Center,

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill, or any other Assistant District Attorney. A victim advocate

from the District Attomey's office may also be contacted.

o An interview of the child will be conducted at the Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes

County following the Forensic Interview Protocol by a Forensic Interviewer from the CAC' The

on-call forensic interviewer has 15 minutes to respond to the initial notification/call. Once the

forensic interviewer completes the screening process, the forensic interviewer has one hour to

arive on-site at the CAC to conduct the forensic interview. Discretion will be used by the on-call

forensic interviewer whether a forensic interview will be conducted after 11:00PM'

o The on cali Pediatric SANE nurse will be present for this interview along with other

members of the MDT team.

. After the forensic interview of the child, the child will be transported to the appropriate

facility and a sexual assault exam will be conducted by the on call Pediatric SANE.

. The CAC agrees to provide a copy of the interview notes to the on call Pediatric SANE nurse

and the on call Pediatric SANE nurse agrees to provide a copy of the medical history to the

CAC.
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o If the victim is a child (12 Years Old or Older):

For any case involving a child 12 years of age or older, Law Enforcement shali contact

the Haven Victim Advocate via crisis line at 229-244-1765 as usual per the SART Protocol.

Should Law Enforcement believe that a Forensic Interview is needed prior to the SANE exam,

they shall contact The Children's Advocacy on call line at229-300-4366'

If the abuse occurred greater than96 hours prior to the disclosure of said abuse, a non-

emergent exam can be conducted at the Lowndes CAC (3325 Skipper Bridge Road,

Valdosta, Georgia) by a medical provider. Most children with current marks, bruises, or other

visible palpable injuries may have a non-acute exam at the CAC. If a child/teen has burns or

broken bones due to possible physical abuse, they will need to be seen in the nearest Hospital

Emergency Department. If the child is younger than three years of age, they may require an

x-ray or MRI at the hospital. Law Enforcement and DFCS may call the CAC main phone

number at229-245-5364 to schedule a non-emergent exam.

o

Law Enforcement Asgney Resp.gllg$

o The Role of L trlnforcement

Law enforcement officers play a crucial role in overcoming a victim's psychological

hurdles and obtaining a victim's cooperation in a sexual assault investigation. Since a victim's

ability to cope with the crime and its aftermath may prove critical to the ultimate success of

criminal prosecution, it is imperative that law enforcement agencies treat the victim of sexual

assault with the utmost compassion.

Law enforcement officers must remain sensitive to the individuality of each victim and

the massive impact a sexual assault may have upon the victim and the victim's family and

friends. Law enforcement officers should take into account not only the particular assault

suffered by each victim, but the victim's age, physical abilities and culture (e.g.,

cognitive/developmentally and physical disability considerations, deaf/hard of hearing

considerations, elderly considerations, lesbian/gayibisexual/transgender/queer/ questioning
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(LGBT+) considerations. male victirn considerations, Afiican American considerations,

immigralt and refugee considerations, Latino/Hispanic considerations, sex trafficking victims

considerations, and faith considerations).

r The Resnonding Law Enforcement Officer

The first law enforcement officer to reach a sexual assault victim is usually a uniformed

officer. This officer, as with others who investigate the case, should quickly develop a positive

rapport with the victim while initiating the gathering of evidence.

(1.) Immediate ResPonse

o The responding officer should first address the victim's physical and medical needs.

Emergency first aid should be offered, if necessary, while awaiting an emergency medical

response unit.

. The responding officer should be calm, sympathetic and understanding. To increase the

victim's emotional comfort and security prior to a transfer to a medical facility/ Rape Crisis

Center, the officer should explain to the victim the actions anticipated on the victim's behalf,

including a physical examination.

o The officer should also ask the victim to refrain from washing, showering, brushing teeth,

using a mouthwash, smokin g, eating, chewing gum, breathe mints, hard candy, drinking,

douching, urinating, or defecating to prevent the loss of valuable physical evidence. The

evidentiary importance of preserving personal clothing and articles from the crime scene should

be explained, Even if a victim has bathed, douched, or changed clothing, the officer should

transport the victim to the appropriate medical facility for a medical forensic examination.

o The responding officer should also ask the victim basic questions about the sexual assault.

Not more than two officers should conduct questioning in the greatest privacy available, and

questioning should be limited in scope to crucial information immediately needed by law

enforcement.

r The crime scene will be processed per the investigating agency's operating policy.

Page 10 of 33



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

. If the responding officer proceeds to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center where the

victim is taken, the officer should:

a. Remain at the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center until the investigating law

enforcement officer(s) has arrived; and

b. Thoroughly brief the investigating law enforcement officer(s) on any information

about the victim, the assault, the assailant, and the crime scene, which the officer has

obtained. These briefings should take place in a private setting where other patients or

hospital personnel cannot overhear confidential information.

(2.) Delaved RePortine

Forensic evidence may remain for a general time period of up to 120 hours in the victim's

body or there may be evidence of tearing or other internal abrasions. For this reason, the victim

slrould be encouraged to seek medical care. A medical forensic examination includes the

collection of medical history to guide the medical provider, such as a SANE or other qualified

individual, in delivering medical care tailored to address the specific inquiries and medical needs

of the patient. The medical forensic examination provides treatment including but not limited to

prophylaxis, Safety Plan Assessment, Fatality/Risk Assessment, Mental Health Assessment for

Rape Trauma Syndrome, STI testing, Strangulation Assessment, and Intimidate Partner Violence

(IPV) Assessment.

(3.) The M cal Examination and Law Fl,nforcement

Law enforcement officers should not be present during the medical examination of a

sexual assault victim, unless there is a specific evidentiary or investigative necessity that requires

their attendance. Any person, particularly a sexual assault victim, deserves a personal

examination free of unnecessary, non-medical strangers.

a

1. An Investigator will usually be summoned to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center

where the victim has been taken. The Investigator should respond immediately to the facility.

The Investigator should conduct a thorough interview with the victim and should document the

facts of the investigation and, if necessary, request The Haven Rape Crisis Center record the

interview with both audio and video equipment.
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Durins the itial contact. the In r should:

o Clearly identify himself/herself to the victim

. Verify the information obtained by the dispatcher and/or responding officer which may help

the police locate the suspect;

. Attempt to explain to the victim what is being done on the victim's behaif

. Inforn the victim that another interview may be conducted at a later time.

o Interviews conducted by SANEs should be limited to medical history and sexual assault

history pertinent to guiding the exam only and for the purpose of any medical diagnosis and

treatment. It is imperative that every SANE remains focused on their role as a medical

professional, while also protecting the privacy and confidentiality of the patient in their care.

o The victim's interview at The Haven Rape Crisis Center may be video/audio recorded with

informed consent. It will ultimately be left up to the victim/patient whether they wish to have

their Medical forensic history recorded. Notice to the victim shali be accomplished by placing at

least one sign, printed in both English and Spanish, in the area where the interview shali be

conducted advising the victim that the interview may be videoiaudio recorded. Victims may be

asked to sign a written form consenting to the video/audio recording of the interview. If a victim

choses to not have his/her medical forensic history recorded then every effort should be made to

notify the assigned law enforcement Investigator in order to allow their presence for the medical

forensic history interview.

o The Investigator may consult with the victim advocate to explain the actions being taken by

the police and to seek their cooperation and assistance in future contacts with the victim.

o Transporlation arrangements will be made to a safe location for the victim.

. The Investigator should verify that the chain of custody of the evidence obtained at the

medical facility/Rape Crisis Center is maintained correctly. The Investigator should ensure that

all evidence collected is inventoried and prepared for transfer to the crime iaboratory if

appropriate. Investigators should confirm with the evidence custodian that the evidence is

transferred to the lab in a timely manner.
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o Victim Follow Up:

The primary law enforcement officer will keep in touch with the victim as needed and as

is applicable for the investigation process. The primary law enforcement officer should refer the

victim to a Victim Advocate as determined necessary by the investigator.

a The C Renort:

The primary investigation officer in a sexual assault case has the crucial responsibility of

compiling all the information leamed through the investigatiott. The case report will be the main

source of information for the prosecutors handling the case. Therefore, it is imperative that every

effort is made to be as thorough, accurate and informative as possible in building the report.

a

Although several different agencies come in contact with sexual assault victims at various

stages aft.er asexual assault is reported, the Haven Rape Crisis Center is the coordinating agency

for sexual victims, providing consistent support, consistent treatment, and advocacy throughout

the process. The Haven Rape Crisis Center provides emotional support and crisis intervention to

sexual assault victims and their families.

. I@Lrssrg.ry
The safety and well-being of the victim should be the first concern of the victim service

provider. The role of the victim service provider is to:

r With the consent of the victim, help identify and address the immediate concerns of the

victims, (e.g., are they in a safe place, are there family and friends whom the victim wishes to be

contacted, are medical care or transportation to the hospital needed, is clothing needed to wear

home from the hospital);

r Instruct the victim to not destroy evidence by eating, drinking, bathing, urinating, douching ,

or washing clothes;

. Provide emotional support and crisis intervention to victim and their families;

. Be present during medical forensic examination (at the request of the SANE and/or victim);

and

o Help aftange transpoftation to and from the hospital or medical facility;
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For their own safety, and to avoid interfering with the investigation, victim advocates

shail not go to the crime scene unless accompanied by law enforcement. Victim advocates are

not investigators or attorneys and do not investigate cases or give legal advice. The advocate at

no time will ask the victim questions related to the details of the assault. The role of the victim

advocate should be explained to the victim. The advocate should determine whether the victim

wishes to receive victim services.

Sexual offenders may be predatory and/or serial offenders. As such, any notification of a

sexual assault to the advocate should be reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency'

While the victim may decide not to pursue a criminal complaint of the incident, it may be

important to other ongoing investigations that law enforcement is made aware of the assault'

. Bss,is-@,
Rape Crisis Advocates need to achieve an effective balance between advocating for

victims and working within the parameters of the criminal justice system. Basic services

provided by the Rape Crisis Center to victims. their families and friends may include:

. On-site examination room for use by Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners for medical

assessment, medical treatment, proper support assessments, and collection of evidence;

o A twenty-four hour crisis line;

o Accompanying a victim to a medical facility and providing support throughout the

medical examination;

. Provide clothing and hygiene items;

o If a survivor wishes the assistance, an advocate will accompany the survivor for any follow-

up medical visits;

r Throughout and after the medical visit, advocates help survivors deal with symptoms of

anxiety, fear, depression, loss ofcontrol, and decreased assertiveness;

r Advocates may accompany victim during initial police contact at medical facility;

o Video interviewing facilities for interviewing the victim;

o Victims will be referred to a counseling service. Valdosta State University str"rdents will be

made aware of counseiing services offered by the university;
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o Victims will be offeled the choice to participate in support groups provided free of charge by

the Haven Rape Crisis Center;

o Advocates provide victims with assistance in understanding reporting options, victims'rights,

filing for crime victims' compensation, support throughout the prosecution of the case and

accompaniment to coutl;

. Information and referral to community resources; and

o Staff or volunteers will interact with agencies and individuals on behalf of sexual assault

victims in order to achieve a particular goal or results.

The advocate needs the cooperation of many other agencies to provide information and

supporl. Networking and maintaining effective lines of communication with law enforcement,

medical, prosecutorial, criminal justice, and other social service organizations are essential.
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r Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Resnonse

The role of the medical forensic pelsonnel is to provide atirnely. high-quality rnedical

forensic examination that can potentially validate and address sexual assault patients' concerns,

minimize the trauma they may experience, and promote their healing. At the same time, it can

increase the likelihood that evidence collected will aid in criminai case investigation, resulting in

perpetrators being held accountable and fuilher sexual violence prevented. The main role of the

medical forensic personnel shall always relate to treatment and assessment rather than forensic in

collecting and preserving evidence. Medical forensic examinations shall be performed by a

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner ("SANE"), physician, nurse practitioner or physician's assistant

("PA") trained in performing such exams.

Medical forensic examination responsibilities include:

o Obtaining informed consent from the patient for the medical forensic examination,

documentation and evidence collection

o Gathering the medical forensic history Conducting a medical physical examination

Coordinating treatment of injuries Documentation of biologic and physical findings Collection of

evidence from patient Documentation of f,rndings

o Providing information, treatment, and referrals for STis, pregnancy Foilow-up as

needed for additional treatment and/or collection of evidence Providing testimony at trial.

The Medical Forensic Examination

o Who Reouest an ination

With the consent of the patient, medical forensic examinations can be performed at the request of

(1) a Law Enforcement Agency, (2) the District Attorney's Office, (3) the Medical Examiner or

County Coroner's Office, (4) a Hospital, (5) Pursuant to a Court Order, or (6) at the

Patient's/Victim's Request Pursuant to O.C.G.A . 511 -5-72.

a
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o Procedures for the Examination

In order to preserve the patient's dignity and confidentiality, ail aspects of the medical

forensic examination, including consent, medical history, and details of the assault, wiil be

conducted in a private office or secluded space. A trained victim advocate will be available to

accompany the patient and offer emotional support during the examination. The advocate will at

no time ask the patient questions related to the details of the assault. After explaining to the

patient the details of the examination, additional consents are obtained, a secondary assessment

is performed, and the history of the patient and the assault are taken. Note that while it is

imporlant to document the history of the patient and the assault as completely as possible, the

examiner should not inquire about or document irrelevant aspects of the patient's sexual history.

After completing the documentation for this phase, a serum or urine pregnancy test is ordered on

women wi_th childbearing capabilities. The SANE shall perform a complete medical forensic

examination and upon completion, provide the patient with the proper precautionary medications

to help guard against certain sexually transmitted diseases and Plan B birth control medication.

These medications are prescribed by the physician supervising the SANE. The SANE shall

complete the Sexual Assault Response Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence

Collection Form and return it to the Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate within 5 business days.

Said form will then be made available to the Investigator and Prosecutor.

a

Any forensic evidence collected within 120 hours of a sexual assault should be

documented in the Georgia Bureau of Investigation/Division of Forensic Sciences Sexual

Assault Evidence Collection Kit (GBVDOFS). The findings of the exam should be documented

completely, noting injuries on the relevant anatomical diagrams. After the examination and

evidence collection are completed, the examiner should check the labeling of all evidence and

package it as instructed in the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. The SANE shall

release the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit, a copy of the Sexual Assault Response

Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence Collection Form, and all evidence

collected to the appropriate law enforcement official. The official should sign for this material,

establishing a "chain of custody".
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Adequate and proper collection of specimen samples fi'orn the patient's body for forensic

analysis is essential following the medical care of the patient. Biologic evidence collection shall

be conducted in accordance with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) procedures using a

GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. This kit shall be utilized to collect samples from

the patient's body to perform semen testing through DNA analysis. A separate Drug Facilitated

Sexual Assault kit for biological specimens shall be utilized for collection of blood and urine

samples from the patient's body to determine if the sexual assault was drug facilitated. The

instruction sheet provided in each kit should be followed expiicitly for proper evidence

collection. Inadequate collection andlor preservation of evidence may hinder suspect

identification. Immediate air drying (no heat) of samples is critical for the optimum preservation

of the evidence. All labeling or identifying information must be accurately completed. The label

should include: the name of the patient, date and time of collection, sample source (or contents of

clean paper bag when clothes are collected), and person collecting the sample.

Georgia law requires consent to any and all medical procedures (O.C.G.A. $ 31-9-2).

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-9-7, the legal age of consent for medical treatment is 18. However, there

are exceptions. For tests and treatment connected with pregnancy, a female can consent

regardless of her age or marital status.

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-17-7, any minor can consent without either parent's permission to

those medical services, which deal with the treatment of a sexually transmitted disease.

Emergency cases can be rendered under implied consent.

o Pal'ment Procedures for Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner or Other Medical Providers

After completion of a forensic exam, the SANE or medical provider conducting the

medical forensic examination will complete all required documents and payment forms as

provided by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) of Georgia. The required forms

and documents will be submitted by the SANE or medical provider to the Haven Rape Crisis

Center directly for reimbursement for exam costs only'
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a

Sexual Assault Kit tracking will be provided to all victims for updates on the location and

status of sexual assault kits throughout the criminal justice process, including the initial

collection in sexual assault medicai forensic examination perfonned at medical facilities, receipt

and storage at law enforcement agencies, receipt and analysis at forensic laboratories, and any

destruction after completion of analysis.

Tracking will allow facilities performing sexual assault medical forensic examinations,

law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, the Division of Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau

of Investigation, and other entities having custody of sexual assault kits to update and track the

status and location of sexual assault kits. Victims of sexual assault will be able to anonymously

track or receive updates regarding the status of their sexual assault kits using electronic

technology or technologies allowing continuous access (O.C.G.A. 517-5-74).

.@
A crime is an illegal act or omission for which someone can be punished by the

govemment. A felony crime is a prohibited act, which carries possible punishment of one year or

more in the State Penitentiary. Under Georgia law, all felonies are in the jurisdiction of Superior

Court and are prosecuted by the District Attorney's Office for the Circuit in which the crime was

committed. The District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit prosecutes felony

cases in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties.

Most crime victims regard a criminal case as their case and expect the prosecutor to

pursue the case according to their wishes. Victims of sexual assault, which can include some of

the most violent and traumatic cases handled by prosecutors, are no exception to this general

rule. This sometimes results in conflict between the victim and prosecutor as to the appropriate

resolution of the criminal case. While the victim is primarily concerned only with their

individual case and feelings regarding the case, the prosecutor has taken an oath to uphold the

Constitution and laws of the United States and the State of Georgia. The prosecutor represents

the interests of the people of the State of Georgia (i.e., society as a whole) not merely the

interests of the individual victim.
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It is the ultimate legal responsibility of the prosecutor to determine the disposition of any

case. including sexual assault crimes. It is the policy of the District Attorney's Office of the

Alapaha Judicial Circuit to make such a determination after careful consideration of the feelings

and position of the victim, victim's family members and the law enforcement investigator who

has had primary responsibility for the investigation. While the majority of cases prosecuted by

the District's Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit are resolved with the agreement

of the victim, such cannot always be the case. In any event, it is the policy of the District

Attorney's Offrce to explain the reasons for disposition of cases to victims. This is especially

important when the disposition is contrary to the victim's wishes. If, after hearing the reasons, a

victim is not in agreement with the disposition of the criminal case, he or she always has the

option of filing a civil suit against the perpetrator in which the victim will be a named party and

can direct his or her private attorney as to how to proceed in that action.

a Victim Services - e of District Attornev

In 1995, the Georgia Legislature adopted the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights (Codified at

O.C.G.A. S I7-17-l).These rights include but are not limited to:

. The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any scheduled court proceedings or

any changes to such proceedings;

o The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of the arrest, release, or escape of the

accused;

o The right not to be excluded from any scheduled court proceedings, except as provided in

this chapter or as otherwise required by law;

o The right to be heard at any scheduled coufi proceedings involving the release, plea, or

sentencing of the accused;

o The right to file a written objection in any parole proceedings involving the accused;

o The right to confer with the prosecuting attorney in any criminal prosecution related to the

victim;

r The right to restitution as provided by law;

. The right to proceedings free from unreasonable deiay; and
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o The right to be treated fairly and with dignity by all criminaljustice agencies involved in the

case.

The first requirement for a victim to exercise his or her rights is to be made aware of

those rights. The District Attomey's Office of the Aiapaha Judicial Circuit provides local law

enforcement agencies an outline of those rights for distribution to crime victims. This outline is

given to the victim by the responding officer and includes the phone number of the District

Attorney's Office Victim Assistance Program for further information.

If a member of the District Attorney's Office is not called to the scene, an attempt to

contact the victim of a sexual assault will be made withi n 24 to 48 hours or at a reasonable time

once sufficient information becomes available. Incident reports from investigating law

enforcement agencies are examined daily to insure victim notification.

Upon initial contact, one of the District Attorney's Victim Advocates will attempt to

coordinate an immediate face-to-face interview and will advise the victim of his or her rights

under O.C.G.A. $ 17- 1 7 -I , et. seq. If the responding officer did not provide the victim rights

outline to the victim, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will provide that outline, as well as

a copy of a brochure explaining the criminal justice process in basic terms.

The District Attorney's Victim Advocate will also explain the availability of victim

compensation and will offer assistance with completing the application, as well as contacting the

Governor's Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Division of Victim Compensation if needed.

The District Attomey's Office appeals adverse decisions of Victim Compensation if the office

believes that the denial was made in error. At the initial meeting, as well as subsequent meetings,

the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will make reference to support services appropriate to

the needs of the victim.

Whenever possible, the District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of any proceeding in

which the release of the accused will be considered and offers the victim the opportunity to

express his or her opinion on the release of the accused pending judicial disposition. If any

accused is released on a pre-trial bond, a bond after conviction, or given a probated sentence, the
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District Attorney's Office requests of the Court to make "no contact with the victim, directly or

indirectly," a condition of the release. The District Attorney's Office further notifies the victim of

his or her right to notify the office if the accused violates the condition of release or if anyone

else subjects them to threats or intimidation. Upon a victim's written complaint of such and/or

other evidence produced, the District Attorney's Office can take action to petition the Court to

revoke bond or probation and/or bring criminal charges against such individuai.

During any hearing or trial, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate makes all reasonable

attempts, consistent with Court facilities, to ensure that the victim waits in an area separate from

the accused, his friends, and family.

Prior to disposition of the accuser's case, the prosecutor offers the victim the opportunity

to express the victim's opinion on the disposition of the case, including plea or sentence

negotiations and participation in pre-trial or post-trial diversion programs. The oppoltunity is

given for both oral opinion and also in the form of a written Victim Impact Statement from the

victim.

The District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of all hearing/court dates/post

adjudication proceedings, which can affect the custodial status or disposition of the case. This is

accomplished by both telephone contact and with written notice when possible. Victims are also

notified of appellate/parole decisions and where possible, the prosecutor assists the victim in

communicating with both the Department of Corrections (prison system) and Parole Board. The

prosecutor's office also assists the victim with enrolling in the 24 hour automated notification

system operated by the Department of Corrections to notify the victim of any escapes from

custody by the perpetrator.
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a General Procedures

After a suspect is arrested. the Magistrate Judge forwards a copy of the warant to the

District Attorney. Cases are assigned to a specific prosecutor when the warrant is received. The

District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit primarily utilizes a hybrid-vertical

prosecution case-assignment system. Therefore, the prosecutor initially assigned the case will

follow it through until its conclusion in the office. The ultimate assignment of prosecutors to a

case is the responsibility of the elected District Attorney who has that legal obligation as parl of

his official duties.

In every case which appears to be able to be resolved only by trial, as opposed to some

other disposition, the prosecutor and advocates make all reasonable efforts to visit the courtroom

with the victim when there is no court action taking place in order to acciimate the victim to the

couftroom and explain trial procedures in an attempt to raise the comfort level for the victim

under admittedly unpleasant circumstances.

Each sexual assault victim is provided the name and phone number of the prosecutor and

victim advocates assigned to his or her case, and the staff of the District Attomey's Office is

always available to advise and consult with victims, from the date of the incident, until literally

decades later when parole issues arise.

.@
There are a number of costs associated with a sexual assault, in particular the costs of

collecting evidence; hospital or health provider fees including fees for the physical examination;

lab expenses including the collection of specimens, tests for pregnancy and tests to detect the

presence of HIV antibodies; medications to prevent sexually transmitted diseases; follow-up; and

treatment for any injuries. In addition there may be costs to the victim of lost wages, and for a

family, funeral expenses.
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(1.) Pavments for Forens

When evidence relating to an allegation of rape is collected in the course of a medicai

examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime. the Georgia Crime Victims

Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be responsible for the cost of

the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the limited purpose of

collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-1)

When evidence relating to an allegation of aggravated sodomy is collected in the course

of a medical examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime

Victims Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be financially

responsible for the cost of the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the

limited purpose of collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-2)

(2.) Victims' Comnensation Fund

For other medical costs associated with the assault such as the pregnancy test, test for

HIV, emergency contraception, and treatment for any injuries, reimbursement can be claimed

through the Victims' Compensation Fund, and if an application is made and approved payment

will made directly to the hospital or other medical provider, including a Sexual Assault Nurse

Examiner. However if a victim is insured or on Medicaid, then those sources should be sought

before the Victims' Compensation Fund is used.
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We, as members of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol

Committee, hereby sign our support and commitment to the policies and procedures as

documented and set forlh herein this Protocol, to the training and implementation of such, and to

the ongoing process of facilitating through the Sexual Assault Response Team, a multi-

disciplinary, coordinated response to the crime of sexual assault and sexual assault victims.

Approved and adopted this ay of Septemberr2025.

At Large Members:

/"
strict Attorney Chase L. Studstill

ub^

=fr/-U..:*,

Chairmen, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Michelle Girtman
Executive Director
The Haven Rape Crisis Center

The Rape Crisis Center

v]
Dr. Stewart Warren, MD
Magnolia Urgent Care
Local Citizen Member Sexual Assault Health Care Professional
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ATKINSO COUNTY

(' n
Honorable Carol G. Durrattce, Judge

Magistrate Court of Atkinson County

Derrick Touchton, Police Chief
Pearson Pol Depaftment

Francisco Police Chief
wil lice Depaftment

+
Moore, Sheriff

Atkinson County Sheriff s Office

B,t t'l . ,a)
Arnber DeCosta, RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health

LL/\-\_ le 4^rnJ*
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heriff
Berrien Sheriff s Office
RayHonorable Dor"rg G AS

Berrien County Magistrate Courl

Police Chief
Alapaha Police Department

Ronald Knowles, Police Ch ief
Nashville Police Department

Bowen, B , RN, County Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health

il"f 4, il"tv
Anthony Perkins, Police Chief
Enigma Police Department

S, ice Chief
Ray City Police Department
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CLINCH COUNTY

Judge ,A,,\.-rt )r {Hon
Clin

Keith Jackson, Police Chief
Homervi I le Po lice Deparlment

Raymond Peterson, Sheriff
Clinch County Sheriff s Office

0/h-^- rw
RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health

le
Magistrate Court

J
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(

I l\4I lvlt )RANltIlJN4 (ll- (JNlI)I R" tANl{)I[l('

:l)t.i ii:l('r'tt]r\lti.,r1.tlct1 :)1'1 i';"11r'' i,l(";)ll l)r'litr'r'''llltlitirr'1 ";r't'liil'i: 
{lirlrlli"';ril /ii "'

ir,r,ltrll!,)ri1 ll:{, Ill:iii'rrtrj \!r-'trtr-,''S\llr.:,1:.,r', lrl,,.rlLr,r llt"ll,li;irtt'i'f i\ltt,tlA"'r ri i"r'";;r'1.'

(r.r':ii:r,,:i-,il yi'.vr;'ii'l:lt:1,t,rlil,tf .',llr .ir1tt'etliCttllle't"vtlettllit:t.:'ittir'iIr'i ii'tvlft"'tr'l'11"';lr'

li,.^1.,.:riil iitt;rlr.r'trClii,liii,tt rll I,lto:ita;rrllr'r;', r,1 irlL;r'lrtq Pt'it''Lirr 'l:':'Ct I:lti'ri i;V {lrrr liriirirl'riiirl'':l

r',!i.;( r.:liOlr 0i 1t,..; c.rt:ii l'.1i;rs,:l ill'rl \j\ :r ar)rlilrlr.lirrq [or'r:ltsit c;{']ll'lillzl"i{):rs'

I,JNDERS'IANDINCAGREFIViENI'S,S(IPPORTANDRFSOURtERFOUIRiMt:l'lTs:

A, Ciinclr {.ottrrl.y l',4nrlorial Hospital aqrces to:

:. M;l<,: irr,yolvcrnr:rrt 0f r-nrtifierl t.ape cTists advOCates a COlililcr'errt rlf the slantiai'ii

reslr,Jlsi)tc a r-ef)or Lorsexuaiabusr tryr.allingtlre z4hourcrisis iir)e.rt 229-'r44-

176.5

z. Any tinie tlrat arr inciclent or aileg.rtion of sexual abLlse is disct-rvered or rtlpolled

withirr rzo hours of the incirtent,-clinch county iViernorial Hospital will notify the

sexual abuse to The Harren's Sextral Assault Response center ior a forensic

merjlcai exarlt, anC tc rneei v'1itlr arl ardvocate'

3. lf the irrcident cccurted no.e tltan rzo hours pricrt0 the report' Ciinch (ounty

Mernorlal l'lospital wiil ens..rre tlrat the victirn ret:eivcs a nrodical cr'''rluation froni a

Ml) ancj any rreeded treiltr,rent, and contact infOrrnation for Thc Ila"rerr'S Sexr'ai

Assault i?ripor'sc cerrte| lhe nexr b:siness day fcr aclvocacy senrices

i,. clincir county Mr:morial Hospitalwill also provide'l he Haverr's 5ext'aiArs'ru'l

Response Center ron[act inforrrration to the pat:ient

5. Respect th6 sgnfir.lerttial nirture tii conltrttirtication betwecrr l'lre l-laveir'; Sex':al

Assauit tiesponse Ccnti:r adrrot.ates a;;d patients at Llirlch Count'/ lr'lerrrorial

HosPital.

ti. l-nsuiethallhellavt:n'sSexualAssaulti?esponseCenter aclvocatesarcrleattcl trl

entei rir,r: (,linr.h Cr1Lrnty |yss1161'ral Flospital{or nreetrngs, trainirlg ssssiorts ol ro

nre:erwith paticnts. f linrh Courrty lvlenrolialllospitalurill provicle 1'or oLlret loqistr:;rl

rieecls, sut lt as ptiVaie nre€lirlq space if tleedeLl'

7. i:.rCiiilate thC plaCenlerrt of infofn-,alitltl witi' instrucf icrrs on iiow tu at't t'''! li'

llu'/ori's !reXt,.tlAssatrlt. ResptlnSe f-erttr)r i:cilinc in are:as t''tsrhle lo 'rll 1;'itir:rll: 'rrrri

tlrlttlloyitt:s.

U. Fll,l';rl)diitll)1\tlit',iiliiiivrrJ(r)liil:llllll('ll'":l)tt'l')i)llrlir")i 
(rrllri"l'l!ilrlirl: 'r1"(l''

5 p x l:.t l .A, ;s,,,.t I t 1:l r-' : t; g,I 50 { r,t tr t,,r :'..r f i,I



B. Tlrc- liavelr 5extraIAssntlIt lles1;orrse (ctrlct orltr.lt:s to:

l. l?eSltrlrrrl tr: rr:r'ittilrls ftotlt CltttrirCtlurrl'y N4rrtrtot i;rlilo"lltl'rl ltr Ittivtrlr' 'nl'itlf i: i
alt(j Irrleli:jlc l:x.lr1I1; t(l 1;lttcttts'

2 lttrs;rolrcl toci:lls{rurnLlincir(.ountyMetlo[inl l-losJlital tr:crrivr:tl utr lltclirrVf"tr"'

5exual Assault Resltorlse Cet-'tet llotline'

I provrrje l'oljor{ up.5etVices arrCJ cr:sis intet'venliorr contilcts ltj vicLirrrs tll sexr-'al

assault;11 ( lrnch County Mernolial Hospital, as resources allow'

2,. work wrtlt clesignatetl clinch county Menrorial t-{ospitalofficials to oirtairl secirr.rty

cleaTarrcc arrd follow all facility guidelines for safety and secui'ity, as rie( essar'y'

5 Mairrtairr confidentiality as oui.lined by The Battered Women,s Shelter, lrrc' dl;a T 
jte

l lavett's agencY stanriarCs'

5. obtain the patrent's con,sent and a release of irrforrnatiort prior to contacting c.lirrr h

CourityMerrroriaIHosr:itaIorotherthirdpadie5aboutanyl,eai.sr-'t'ctlncerttstlle
patient lras related to hislirer safety or'well-being'

7. Provide sexual.ass.:ult focttsed training for staflt' as rteeded'

B.Comr-nunicateanyquestionsorconc€rn'sabouttlreMOUtoClinchCclutrrl'y
Mernorial HosPital'

Date

I

I

I

7
'1 -4.-.

Anqela Ammons, CEO

Clinch CountY Memorial HosPital

/'? lalle-{- , -'
1,'1 - ,) )i

Michelle Girtrnan, Director t)ate

The Battered Womert's Shelter, lnc'

Dba The Haven's SexualAssault Response Centet.
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o

ill-rlrli(::lL]lc, ttrr.] all r.cil:r.ll]ccs to ])IIl lrcr.cirr sjlllll llc tlottsttric(] tir ittclrlclc li{,]li. 
^ss(X:]^'l 

I;

il3t.ccs il01 [] usc ot rlisclosc (rtr peJrril (lr| Ltte ct' tlir'closu|c cl; l'i il itt a it-tatittct llr:ri tr]?orrlrl

\iolf,to thc roqr\rfelltcilts c)i tirc l)tiYar:y litnrrdatds 01' si:0tllity SliitlLlnLtls il thc l)l ll tv'*rc rtscr[ rit.

rlisclos*d by r\rrr6or.ity i,.,^ ,u* ,n,n, i'onn.r. Ar'SoclA l ll sltrtli trsc xpl)l'oprilttc sttlcgui'rtls Lt:

'rci,c't 
llio rrsc.l ilisclosrrr'.: of PIil otlrcr thatt 

's 
expLcssly pclrnitturj trrldcr this A1;tcr;rncnt'

1,2 AssoclATti sitnli inrpk:urcnt spprcl)rif,rs adlnintstratlvs,,physicnl nud tccltuicnl

sfllcgusrds nncl irr nll orh$ l?spccts compl.l witt,'s'r,rrpn.t c of 4J-.ctlR Parl 164 itt ordcr tr:

prorect rhe confi<icntiatiry,-i"i.glit t"A uvuilabilitl oiifi- pf'fr s'd [pl'll thut it crcatcs' t'cccivcs'

mnintnine or trill$nits on behnif oiA'ulhgrity. nsStlilrf fn coverldnts that $rch snfogttnrdr shrll

i^clutle, witlout linritation, implcmcnting ,urir,o, l,oii.i"s urd ptuccd'rr:s irt conpliartce witlr

HIpAA a'd ARllA, co'ducti'g a sccrrtity .,irt nsseJnrtnt, arrtl lrninirrg ASSOCIA'I.g clnployces

who will lravc access to pFIl with rcspcct to trl. poii"irrt nntl ptocctlurc$ rcquircd by I'llltAA and

Alur ..

13 In thc cvcut ol'a security Incidcut, iflclrrdirrg n Breach (as^hcr*itlaftcr tlcfincd) or

{ny c,iher use or disclosri"'*iti.rt is noipcrmittcd uncler thI Agrcct:rcnt 9f nny PI{I or EPI'II tlrnt

ASsoclA'i'E dccesges, ,ouinioiur, ,rtninr, ,r..non.., rocords, sires, d,tst..oys. or olhcrwisc holds

or uses on belnlf cl.Autlor.ity in conncction wirh t]r* Business Arrarlgentent, ASSoCtA'i'Li slttll

rcport such sccurity trr.iJ.ni'o. othe' irrcirlc*t to tlre i\uthority within tcrr (l0) dtrys o['disc.vcrY

by the r\SSOCIATE. '"i*n"il; shall nrcan tlre u'atttlrorized ncquisitiolf ilcocss' trsc' or

clisclos0re of pl.fi rvhish "o*t*orir.r 
lhc sccrrrity or privncy of such irrformlrtioil'

l,llnthcevcrrlofa.iJreacltof.JnsecrirctlPlli,r\SSoCIAI]]shalipr'ovicer\trthoL.itv'
.,vith No[ico iLrcr.eof. N*i.. .r a Breach sl,all be in writrng and incltrrJc:: (i) tlrc idcnriticalion ol'

cnch individtial whose PI{l has bcetl, or is rcasouabiy bsliev,eci ro liltvc b':en' '''cccssctl' accln!r'ed'

oL rliscioscd clr.ing thc'Br..tftt (iij a bLici tloscripti'r' of t6c cjt'crttrtstar\cis s\rrlo\rnding t6c

l)reach; (iii) rhc dalc of d$ Si*"lit (i"; rtt. datc ol discovcly of the l]rcnclti (v) the scopc of tlrc

Ilrraclr; (vi) ASSOCrnir[-r*r]Ji* to rtr, .ltrcach 
antl tlrc idcu(ification uf thc pnrty

responsiblc for oausing l];-11"";i, ii know,u (vii) a 4escription of thc typcs of ttttsecrrrccl t'l-ll

involvc4 in the Brcach i;;, ;;,".;, socinl scouriry *rr*rbcr$, di,I "l hi,lih, ndrlrcssr;s' ncc.trnl

ournhcrs, tlingnosric ,,*r iii'r'iiity toti"s' tto'1; 1vliil nny sraps rvhiclt shurrltl bc takr:n by aRi:ctcd

irrciivi4uals to protect rf,"nirclu6 frcnr 
'utolrtlal 

l"'''" totttliitrg h'otn tlrc Bicaclt; (ix) u bLicl

dcscription ol wlirt lrsioCf tr rri is rtoing to iuvcstignte ttrc l]rcrch' to nritig*tc hnnn tcr

inilivicluals, u*tl lo l,rnl*ri "gnl"st 
any iirrrtrcr fJrcnchcsi tnd (x) thc Iutl'lc tlllci collt({{jt

infb'rrratio^ ol'a liais.n r,vhour lli ALrthoLity rn..v cottluct rvith inqtriries conccnrittg tlrc lJtcnclt'

15 ASSO(llA'lli shall sirppltrirrertL lrrry Noticc ot llit:tr';it pIt''viclcrl to Ltri; r\tttltotilf it:'

:nJbrnratioLi r,r'hich was L'ot krrouv'r nt thc tirrrtl rtf'tlir: oligirr:rl Ntltirlc i-'l llt'trltclr [rccorltus

irvailab lc,

l('lrttlrctlvt:tttrrl':rl]r.cltoh.ASSol]l^.ll.l:;!roll,lrrr)()llsll{llti.llrvillr:\rrtlrtlrily,
rriitiriatc, tir liru o;<l.otLt 

tpr,'"ri.tut.rtr, 
ar:v tlitLlnllrl t:i{cut ol r;Ltllr 

'l-ltuclr tlral i:i 16'r1;1"'11 irr

ASSO(llrt lli.

). li.se ot l,lIl. ASso(llA l'l'l sh:rJl trsc l'ltl: ii) 'solcly lbl"'\ttlholi(y's butrclit irrrtl 'tttit fr"'

rlr,; pLrrposr: r;i pcrlbr.rrrirrf ,r'rri.*, tor 
^Arrtlxrrity 

'n, *t'tl' s$rviecs ltlc ilt'fitlt'rl irr ll]rirtu-ss

Ar|arrg.cntcrrts; lnrl iii;,r,r rrcucssnrl'for tho propcr tlliulitg'ctlrcllt ittlti tt(lttliiltt{tlllit)|r ttl

Ass().lA,lIr, or. t0 cany'.,,,"io Jrr,,'' .'r.rlrrurif',itiii*'.. 1,r',rvitlcil tlrrtt srrt:lt rlri*' 0ri: ir;rrrtillr:rl

l:llLl.:t ie.Ict;il atitl l:tllt: l:til,- l:]:;c:;r: lr:..;..!t;t.rvi.itl l':x1lr,rrll5, lrct.trtitt,:.1 |tr:tcili rrl't.' t;.r1t:il-r:tl i)}
o



a l;:l:', l\S]i()r.1,\ i.], l;lil.]j llr)i il.iL] 'lt .li:;.]1tt:ii.: 1,lli liir ijl]i l)llll)llr(::; ttIlltli.lj.:tttl ilttr,;i: :;!''\ ','1i.1.i;.

.\r,,',,,ritr s.lt:lil ti'i;iirr ;ril :igi,ls irr tirc: lri ll ttLrl 111;tllir:ll itr:rt:! i lJ:;t:, ottr'rillttt ;il-(! (li'ir i/)"r" i)i t'

iij.:rrLltli.ii r.:iiitlr iIlrrrrnrtli,iri jri,,'\ss()CIAJ'11 a.l'c rrr;L l)cr'!l.tilr"(Xl tj{liosi (r./.i)rt:r;i'11;i;'iirir :t'-tri tt:

r',r'irirru lr''' i.rtilrritill'.

i. l)iscl!.r$rc ql-Lll[. S,:hict;t 1(1 ari)r ]inliiatlol.rii iL] ll]is Ag,tcctTl::rrt' z\SS()('1./t l i"irrr;'

rii.sc.l'sc PIII io ritry ttrlrii-itiiyty llersons or c;tiiies rlri lltsccsiiirry to pcrlbrn: it's obiigniirul:j !rrrriii.'

thc ilrrsi*es"^ Anangt:rrcni witl Autlior.ity onii ns penilittc(l or requirc(l lly allplicablc fcdcral t:''

stfl{e law, I?urthcr, ASSOCI^'I}. nray <liscloie l'i'lt fbr ttre propeL malrflgenlctrt 'iii'j
arlrrrinistlatiop,rf A.'.,^SOii;1f,;;;;"id.j tirat; qi;.s'ch c6scl.srrycs aIe rcqrriJ'cd hylaw;or (ti;

ASS()CIA'i'E: (a) obtlips rcasoltaUteBssur{uic$s iiu,n oty (hird patly lo.whorn the inkrrmation ji;

disclosecl lhat it rvill bc hclti confidentiaf and lurtirer usecl ancl iisclosed only as rcquiled by lai'i

ot toi ihc lntr{josc ibl l'liicii ii rvas {iscioscd lo tlre thiLtJ pilliy; (b) icqLriles the fiil.d i]alil1 r:O

ai1.ec id irnr.,:drately notiil, ASSOCIATE oi'any insrairccs of r,.ihich it is avrare '-l:al PIII is berLrg

ilse.d rr;.ilrst,iriseri ir.. a l-.,,,p..s" ihat is l1ot clh.crvrise provicler{ for in thjs Agle:emcnt oi'-(br a

jiltrposc noi cxillcssllr 1"irltir'td iry riic Privac'v Standruds; anti (c) ensiiros that all d;sclosures:l.i

irf'fi iry AS,SOCIAI-E and the thiril L-'arty comply witi the principle of "tninirnunt nsL)essaiyLlse

a'C ciisclosure," i.o., .nly 'ihe rrrinimirrn Ftit rt*tis rlecessary to acconpilsh tire inteldeC purtose

lrL{L} 1,.c (liriol{.iricd. ll ;\SSO(,lAl'F) d'isolosus pFII recciveC trom Authoritl/, r'L ctcaled rlt receiv'ec.i

i-,V ".rSS()f-;;z\Tl:l on behall of Authorit.y, ir agertts, inc]:-iding a peniritted sitbconllzic"r:1.

(r:orier:tii.ely, 'il-ecipients';), z\SSOCIATE-shall recu:re ltecipierris.io .aglee 
in vztiting to the

::aine r.csiiiclors a.nri .uniiLion. tl',at apply kr ASSOCLATII unCel lhis Agreemcnt To lh'i extell"

p.,l,r,ir,*J by 1ai,r, ASSOCIATE .tttuit^ u. lully lia:blc to A:rthorr:;' ibr arry acts, liriiu'es t;i

orr,jssioilsclilccjL.ientsil-rfi.rrrllslringtlrcscrr,icesasifthcywer'cASSoCIA.].E,sO.uv]lilctS.
i-aiiriies ,_,r r,r,,,:ssioirs ASSoclArE statl Lepon to Authcrritlr al1)/ ,.rsc or' drsciosure of PI-i-l r:ct

i;ei..ruir-et1 b), :n$ z\gt::ement, of rvhi<;h ii becomes z'-wa-.e, sLlc'r ieporl lo be made u'ilhrn Frvc (5)

ii"1a-"r assoSla;t il bcc.urir:g aware of sttcL use or discii;r;ure ASSoCIi'I1r agrees to

lliiigate. l.r thc (;X[ent prac;Lira'i{ :lrr-i- wrless othcr"vise letlut:stcd by AutrcL:-'y in wrinng' r'lty

or-o.]l.,t elfccl, lhirl ir; k,riown lo ASSOCIA'J'll ald is the resuli of :r ltse ,,rl drsclosute of PHI ir1'

ASSCi(llA'i| or F.ecipients in violatiori oItliis '\greemenL'

4.. Ildivtlual \ighrs lleg*rding Designnled Rocord sqll ii i\SSoclAT[ msintai[s a

Ilesignatcd liccora S"t *Lrehtjf of Au&ority, ASSOCIAi'E shali: (r) provide access to, 'rtrd

p"*ft i*p*"tion an1 copyr:rg of Pi-il by Anthority 0r. as diiccted by ALrthority, al incliviclt,al

i'ho is tlre subject.:f thc pi.it ,nl*.t conrlidonr and lirrilations requircd rtnder'45 CI'R Sl6'1 524,

,r-it *rf be amer.rcled fi.orn 1.inrs l0 iillrc; rur<l (ii) amerrd PHI nrairrtirirtcC b)'ASSOCIA'I'I';ii

regi.rcstej by Authorily. ASSOCtAI-lashail rcspond to atry lcqtrest ir.orn Arlthorily fr,t iilt;ess lit'

arr jrLdrvitlual wilhirr ilv" (5) Cays of such reililesl and shali tnake any ariicndnlcitL fe(lt(rsilcil 1r\

li,rLiiority r.vithi. re1 (10) rla.ys ol .suoh requcst. 
-lhe 

int'onrLatir;n siiali bc prcvided iii thr r'i.'Lir' 
" 

r

furrrat,"qr.rtetl, il it is,cariily p.ti,llicibio in strch lcLnt ctr lbt'irriit, cr iti sttnitrtit;i' il lir"

irrriiviclual'l--as agL.ccr] ir: atlva|rce 1.o acccpt thr: irf'oirLratrou itl sl.itnrnari'{iiiliL' -'\. l(:ilsLrllal)li)' "'i)s1-

basccl frc: l.,r c,:l;yirrg ttlll r:,ay bc clrarge<I. Author;Ly sll,rll ileterrnirtc tt'it':ittt:t ;t Lli:it'al i'l

ar.ry:Li.rJr;.iat,: or ;rir cxcct1i1i9,r ,,.1'1,lies. ASSOill/r'] !, s1rall rrrttily i\utlirrLil-r' *'ilhirr fivt' q1) i{'i1:'; ir/'

,.,c.ifr o{ ilry ,-('1leq- 1b16-cgs:; 3i n;:r3r}drrr";,1 hy i,n iririi'iitiLrll. ;\rrtliilrity :;ititli ii:L'l:-ttririir

rvh::tj-ict io griu,,l o;. rJciiv ;Lriy lcccss ()r' ilrlc.nrlruclrl rciltteslr"l lr'v th.: iritlivitlLLai. irljSO(ll'\'i l';

I)esigu:ltcd llecord Sct. as rccl:cstr:d lrv ;\tilhr^'rity'

/

I



e i- A'cgo-plditg o-l.L)is-!l$ttLe".s' ;\SS()1]lA,|,8 sltnll rrrakc ilvirilrrlrlc lrr AttlIrrrity itt t,cslttlttlc

tn , irqrolil {iorrr ;rLr i,r,r*i,rr"ii,''i'rr,rnrr.rricrn tr:,prirutl ftlt' ittt nccottrtlirrg ol riistl0srrtcs oi' lrl ll

rr.itlr |r;s1:,cr:: rr tlrc inrliviriLr.Ll, iI rcc.rrclrri']c \vilh 45 Ct;l{ $164'528, 0s it mny bo rrntcnrlcrl li'crtt

ii.rc to lir,rc. irrcor.l:c'r';rLrirg ,:rr;:1rti,.)irs io :itrcll llucoulttilig iicsignatctl llndOl thc tcgtrlntiotr' Sirrch

e<:r:orrll1ir,ii is lirrritcrl i,, di.scllsilrcs llrtt rvetc nratle in titc six (6) ycars priol to lhc rvqtrcst nlrtl

shlll nOt ipulrttlc ilul'riisc,losrttes tlttil rvt:ts 1i{rdg pliul'tO thc cOttrpliallcc {lill0 Ol thC I'r'iVttcy

Srarrii;rrds. ASS(lCIrVl'r sh;.:: proviilc srrr:h irtlOrnalion ttece:ssltty tO pl"vidc iln n0c()tlll{illll

rviririlr ilrii[y {30) rlays rr[ ;\Lrtlrr>r'il]"s rcqrle-st. Sttclt nccorttttinll mUSt bc providcd wirhout co$t (o

rhc i:rtiiviriLr,rl or' i1 Authorrty il ii is {lrr: [llst ac{oltnling l3{ltteste(l by an indivithial witlrirr any

:rry.:ii,o (12) r';roniti pe|iort; ltor,,,,,vei, a rcasotrable, cost'busctl lbe rnay bc chftr3ed [bL sttbse<1trt:trl'

irccounrings if ASSO(llAl'Ij iDh.:rnts Authority and ntl(hority inlorms thc individrral in sdvattsc

of rhc fcc. arr<l rhe i^r{ivi6ual is afforcled nn opporlunity to withdraw or modis lhe rcqucst' Suclr

accoLrrrting obligntiorrs shall srrrvive telmination of this Agccmant alld slrall continuc as [on!4 as

r\SSOC L{Tll trra.intains I'l.ll.

6. wirlrrlawal-ot Autlurizgjlion. Il the use or <]isclosutc of I'lll irr tliis ^'grccrrltllt is

baseci irpan n,, i,,..liuid,,il ..11fr|frJ*tltolization tbl the usc of his or her Pl'{l' aird: (i'i thc

indivickral revokss strclt art(horization in rvriting' (i$ tho eft'ective date r-;f sttcii e'utltolizatioir has

expirccl, or' (iii) lhu co'scnt ol'^uthorization ii acfective in an1' tnattnet that rendst's ii iirvalid'

ASSOCIT\'l'Ii irgrees, if it hns rtotice oi'such i.evocaliort r'rr ir'validity, To 0cit'scr th'r use rrrtl

ilist:iOsurr; of ar:y such in<liviiLral's PIIl cxcept io thc cltellt it has rclied orl srroli ''rsc r'1r

clisclo,sLrrc, or r,r,lteic atl cxccpticrn rttttlr;r llte Privacy StanCar'ds c'x!r';ssly applies

"t. llcc-Qlds and Au<liL ;\sSOCLA'[E slrali rnoks svnilable t0 the scctetary cl the l1 'S'

D"pu,,.n,tif Ft *t,1., "ffiu*on 
Scrviccs (thc "Sect'ctaty") or ils agc-nts, its inlc.lal prnctices'

ir*t,r, o,ul Leco'cls rtlnti'g to ltr3 use anC ttiSClOSuro of PHI reoeived frotn, Cro*tcd' or lecgive{l

f-.v r\S3O(llA'l'Ll ,rrr bchaif ofl;\trtlro[i:y ibr thr ]rurponc of delcrmining Alrtirority's contpliatlcc

,,.irh rh- l)rivacy Slanclar.ds ot auy otlrcr I'ealth ovcrsight agency, in a liirtc and tllanrrci

dcsign^tcti by t5c secletary. Lixccpt t:r rhc extent pLoiribilcd bv Ilu" ASStlclr\l'F' agrccs tt)

notii;, L,',l1ority imrrretlintcly ttpotl re<;c:lpt [y ASSOCIAIB of any altd alJ lctlLrcsts l-'1's1 1-r11

bciiail of any .,,d ull g,,u-r,,rircr:l riLrLho'ili0s 5orvurl L,',^ ;\SSO(JIryt'ij tbL ['lil'

E. ( ltrnfidentialitY.

g.l ASSOCIATI:: slrlli iai<e auy.si.cps lcasourl:ly Leqtrilcc{ io: (i) pLotcct I'Ill iiorrr

rurL*rtl.rcrr.izer:l r.rscs or ciisclosulcs. antl (ii) rrrairrttirr thc conflil''riltialiLy antl inti:gLity oi l'}lll'

g). l'hc parl.ics shail cornply rvjth all i'eder',rl ailtl sr;,tu lar.r's govctrttttg Llrc

cortficicntiality artd pr.ivlrcy oJ'hcaltlr inJbrrrtatiori tliitt rtr.: ilpplicabl* lo titcnt, r.isirc0li\r()ly,

i*cludiirg, rvltho'r 1ir1ita.,ior:, IiIPAA anii tlrc r'egLtl;ti-iairs prourulgared ihe|cttirtlcL' :rrltl i\lili;\
anri tltt; rcgttlatiotls lllolttLLIgalc:rl Lltci'ei'rlrk;L'

9. Ieirnr-std.i&-uuixsliglL

().) 'l lris ,,\gr.ce.icrrl slrlli crliliirclrc{r orr th,: .Liltcctjve i)al.t; arlti ',!lrll l('llr ilrr iri ' ri' i I

11;1il 11;1.y11iyr:1r.1;11 i11 .lsgrrrrjr'r1,:c .,r,,illt ilt{r lir'Lls rrJ' llris !ur:tilltt 9, gttor'it},;;l- 1i,'tl'ct'r;i, 'iliri lL;"'

Iriilrillrrii;:r slrLli r,lt :\ticri ilrc i!ij)(lctiv(i i,biilt:r1iir:,.s '.;i tit',it.,; oi' ll:c l'itttl;'; :i'l 'i;t:' ttr 'l:r ti i '

.\trl,.:L.li,cril i,Li,.:i ltr iirrr Ii{,.cLivc ti;lir. r.;i l(l,l irr,ttir)ll eil ili v"lriL'h 1'r"li 1'-r'11i :tr': i i ''t ''"i'i"" '

.r,il jr,li,,:i :' lcrtt,';.o



o -\ltillirlll.v 'rlrliii 'l'r'ii;'' 'l;lrl " ir:t'r'il':lJ 1l'i-' 't1:1'';"1:i1 
:: i " '

ii,r:,r.' iill 'ji;r. rr;,i.iitl llirili l,l '\Si!ili'f'\ i lr'

:r..ir\trtlii.ltit,!',itli1::;oli:'iisclctiuir'riill'lirrrtllcrli;ltil\'1('11!l;rii1i'ril'i:7\1111;''11"1r;'r!
),::tlj ;r,r!,., ri,r lirrllrir' ObligtttiOir: l(l /\SS{)Cli\ill li''r'i:Llrri{cr ii rl'r"'ii'ilr; iirllr"'itilr ':rrL;trrr '' 'll

liarr' ,:..'. :i ,"1 .,tt,i ';.t,:l.r.li' r'i.r,l'

i'.)ASSr.)t;]il.]l:shlil]il.lloobscl.voUi'pcrfb.lt]i:.:il]lil|..lLiltit:ttvc-;tititl'1t,./ 
:l*i:;imi;:*.;l; ::,.i1:lllllli' l: ;':;ili"'''l';'''""'u'"""'

(rr) l\ vitrii.:iri:t bv nSSO(]lA.II-i of rrrry provisiorr iri lilr: J,t.i.rl:.,, Si:illI:ir..il' .''

app}icrrlllcioilcl.llor:;tntcprivucyluwLelaIl;i,:,1o{heci].'.itlir;tr':lri
ASSOCIT\'1 i: Lrridcr riris i\gllrr:trtcrri

'l',:Iitriniiiierll rrl ihis u\gtect:tcrl': Il:L citlrer''ri liie t'v':c rlc:I'!iIls

g 3 abor,:; shall i;e .nun. 
.'ioL. 

Atrtltority to lmrncdiate ly lc|trii:rtic

r\:1;rugcrler,t irlir'suarlt to whirtir A'SSOtll;\'l l' i's crrtitlcri Lo iilccj

.'jl::ljloevcnL|lraieitilc:.Par.t1'iii.rstirrowioiigccllrrira;"t::i:ii1,.'3.1'|;r..il|tis
j\rr:roir:cirr by rlre utr.,.,: r,.,ri, a1d cure is nor possib,"l 

,!.'..,":'jl.fltcach;nl1 
l)i-iii'' :ir;rl1

irr;::lc,iia-:11,, tr'ri..-iiilz',:ii ihis z\.g:.,:eiltnr Whcn tteiihet Cltlc ilt-'t ''gi jnit;aiiC'i'' is ilrt';itrl"' tit(r ni;it-

ilc.ri;lrr,3 Pnrli' shzrll rupott tht: viclaLiori to ilie iSccictaii"'

)11,,:on[l,t'rct'titli'rt'o|tct:ii'JLrsi'r:1"-l\rtIrclr'r:rr1'-i'tit);irl\'i:rrii:;11rir'r1r'
ihirj t\rjrce tnt:tll l,v ili i;vidirrS r+r-itltrl"' rl;ilco lo tlle otll'rt i'ai-t-y

).-,, t_lpir;i re[:--rinari,rn oj ii:is i\gr.ecrnrrr{ lbr irrry lcrisl;tt, Assot]iA-1 If ::Ir''res :illtet l'l

fj,.,,!ri1 ru i\Lrl1lrrri,.,v ol fo ileSLroy"u.l l'Hl iccc:ivcti ll'cl:l r\tlti'.tity l,'t itiitcr''"i':rli: i'lllolrl:-' tr'r''

pcr.formalrcc oi'ser,vices fbt' Authotiry, llrat i.s irr lhc possession ttr cont'irl oi i\SSOClAfj: or: i::r

a._ar:nts (an4 if dilstroyc(I, f,r:viO. rvrltren ,,e,t'iottion of same) hr thc cas'' nl PllI rvhiuh i:r tiirr

jeasiLrll: r,:; "lctLtrtt ,rr' ric:-'i"';,' "\ll*<()CIAI'l; 
slrall cxrcnd the protccti'.);rs c'f lhis ;\giecnrollt ti

srrclr .'ll1 urlil linrjl {irLLht: 
-ti:es 

anrl iliscll";rrrus i-rl'sucil l)lLl it'r llt<;st' plrr}ro!t)s t}lrL lillll(e ihi)

icjILlr]t 0f cicsrrLir)iirrn intir:rslb;c, loi so lor:g as ASSOT-l/r l')r' tl';iitriairls s'rclr l)Hl :\s)t)(ll'\"'i ll

furth(il il.-q,l't:as '.r; l':ri;ri:l)' ''vilil 'lih':r'a|piii'a1)lc siiL!tj ili |l:rli:iili iuv;' rv)ricil rtl:ry rurl:iii'r e spt:li:rc

;;;;;i :!:r;Leri:r:rr, 
',.,1^.,i,,,,, 

ul ullici ::{'irlrirciil c;l:;LIt:lt l:'1i; l"iris o'.'r'iri';tt siritll sitr-'i"r'

tclit'rinar-it:r. ol 'LiLis AgLccltlcnt J(ir hxy re1's()il

l()..ils,J[f.!il$S-Jeit!..tsgd-U!4Lgl!!$*'{niltr:ri':ttltlialri'SS()(:l'r\l'Liscn;:rii';r:iiliruribirrr
ar! riot;y:iy i,r e,r,r,,,c',ilrtiTt:'t ^,,', 

ii.tru.r.,l Lor:oltnr' lt:; dclirii:c ill l6 ('l-'li q68i l (3s:rt:pli1;'1i;;

'9 r' .'11)ir,,ili as i.r "cr.yiiir-ri" r,,.1 i11e1,.ir;e tI ASSt)i.iAll'l r,l :i "sr:r viuc rrio'iirl':r'" 1)l()\:i{i'rlr'l ilri\'

servicc;-u:\LilliLr|iry) A:;SOlliA-lli:rgice:; i(): (i) l'rlly litiopl arlil tonrpLt:'''itlr li't' lir'(1 I l:lr;l('ri':;

(j(j (l1rii. i/j8i.iJ cLlt.Lr:tiil',r irr cficct lilrll;,.9:l;li,v bl:1rt,il;,tlLLlg,ilL,.tl irr tlrc I.Lrltir'r:l {ii) trlltlrl:r 1il'ri

t,lit;r 1:.rp,r'.rr-, (ii l't1.1o1.1,1;lLcliqe, or Slrcr.:iii; rrclrviiy ili::t itrtljcaLc:; tir: po:':'iirl'' ');ijLi)il!" 
ir'

i:1,.i,{i,,.1 liri;li) tiini. ls ,:r,ropli:i,:t lviiir lcii:ral |igttiir',i,;it'-s :rs {)r()rirllli-lilLtrri irt i(r (-irii a(i!i l' :'l'l

lrilj i:i,,:;;il r-cc:;:;,:;',,'rrl,i li;:ilr'tlprlltt'i.lllls i() ()lirillo :iri!l itt 'i'i'viii-'l' itrl;l rl;t"r:t" " 'r ' l

iiri. zr'.r,.ii;,;i11rl liir c!sr|1c.ti,i iti a,:i.rt<llil'ct: ',vitir ll:e il':''i lrl;t' J{'lrs : 'li rt:; li-'l I i"' t 11' 1"'t

..1r.',11. 'r'::l.rr li ti:lr'rrr 'ri;lrrii' 1': :'i::fitr;i "l tr' r'i i ri'l "r "

r'..'t)-i..1;i. tiil;i.i. l :it;ll t-it;i':rlLIt:"' 'l':t;'rrrc'i i'r il-lrlci irr!)!tliJ l rirl lt"liir ll- 'i;l :r :"lt' - :'

.t, lrr.;:r., :,.,y i1,: l l i.,g ;1"' ,':'. 
"i"1' 

ti'' i'"L tlrc lilrli ' l'LLi;: \::i':t:' tcrii i'' 1r rr' ' 'i .' i"

).,1

Sttbsr:ciiirn
i) t:sir:cs s

z\ iri h rrr: l ), ,

si:t lc' r'i h i n

tirt i;aust; :trtlt

v.: J'i![ llc'tt

o

I



I I i:rr' ,rt \iIilrrt il\'. :llr(l 1;llillli: ;11\\' ilrl liltrt' ';ll:ir': :l:; Jlllti' llL: llrri (:ll:': l'" i'r ll1 "' ) "t t '

i,li'irlir' rli,'11.

ii. [s]9rg1i{'iqrrliiUr, ASS(XliA'l'l"i slrall iudcrrrrriiy,rlr:lctttl, irrrtl lrlrlrl Ar!l{,{)i;iy: rl:' "lliii'
rlitrrt:ttu:i, t.,tlllrloYccs, agcttts, srrctre.ssol"\ all{l lrssiigrlli ltlltnlcss' Jl'tlrri arril ;ll ;i)rr''t 

"\tiy 
fi(l i'll

i"-.sr:s. ,:i,.,i,rrri, actiorrs, il,,n,n,r,lr, liabititics, t{antl11cs, 0osls, an(l cxi)cllsc:i (rr:':irrilirt;', t:''t't ' i)i

i-rrlgttrcttt.r, sqttlCIllCtlts, CoUrt (:Osls ntttl t'r:asr:ltlbl,t,itLorn.y"-' fbcs, ilrisirtg ll'lttl (rr l't:lttk:rl kr; iij

tlir) ilsf, r)a (llricl(rsurc oi l'lil irr l'iola1i,-'ll oi'llrc lctrnl; oi ilrr:; Aglcclllctrl rrl al;Ilicilblr: lrl ''' iii;
i-,i,y Llrr:it:h of ljusccqre4 lTIi causeri by ihc rc{s ot omissiirlis,.'1- t1550{-liA'1 fi; iirrcl (rii) ir'
iailulc o{ ASSOCIA't'i; tri;rpl rtl ifs cruployt:c$, sitbt:r:tlttactors, or itgetr[s lO aitidr: hy arrrl

i)omply rvit[ the ltrlvncy tf,rtc, nnA fhc Sccli'iry Rtrltrs Aulfiority shnll ltavr'; tlrc right, at its

**p.n**, tc participatc in rhc tlafcnsc crf any .loi* ut aclion lur which AliStl(jlA'l'li ttrttit

indcntuifu ,,\ii1-holitl',

12. Iio Wariirrrfv. f}ll is Pl{ovlDIrD':O ASSCCJA',1}: sol.l'LY Ol{ Ar\!Aii JS',

Ilr\Sls. t{J'f ltoluT'Y DISCLAII\4S ALi, ofLIl:tt wARRr\N]'lilS, }.)Xi)l{lls'l ot{ ll'/i'1',Ii-',1)'

ll'ic{,lll)lN-G, IJIJT NOT t,Ilv:f]:El) 'lC, IMPI.llltj ^ -\ltAllRANTI]:i':^ 
Ol;

lvlu{(ill:\.r*'l'ABiT'lTY, AND lll}l[SS FOR A PAi{i ICUI-AR ])lJRPOSE'

I3 lncliaibic Perlons. ASSOCIA'I'E Icplcsents artrl. \1"afrarlt.'i to ;\rrtbcl.iiy llial

ASSOCIf,lE;O iu ooiffitly excluciecl, clebaLred, or otltcLV\;ise ineligible io parlicipzric in aril'

i'ccicIiil l.rcalrir care plograrn as defined i[ 42 U.S.C. Secfion 1320:'-7b(1) ("thc i:cdcrLal 1];n11l11:aLc

jrrirgia:ls";: (ii) Irrs noi been convictcrl of a crimiLrai ojtcilse tciateci to rltc i-rr'oYisioll cti ireiiLili

l:art itcLrS OL Sct',riccs anC not yci bcel excitidccl, ticbrulccl, or othelrvisc clcclllctl intlligii;li: t;>

;:articipatc irr thc l,'edcLal I'lcrlthcaLe i'r'oEants, ancl (jii) is nol lnder itlverst.igatiolt ot rlti-r':Li{ise

zrrvaLc of rury c;it'crtntstances whiclr,tol''Js'rit il ASSO(lir"Tlibeinir i:xoludcd ttonl participatioir

in tire feC.'r'a1 llealthcar.e Progtalrs. I'iris sliall bc lrr origoi;'P,:(rple5elltali(trr zrtttl \vn:'rirniil

riurirrg thr ternt of tlris u\grecmc:1, arrd ASSO|IIAi'E shall inrnediatei,v n'oiii' Arrt)rorit; of an'i

.t ,u,fi* jn the starLis ,,1ill r,.pr"r"nralions a:rd warratily se1 ilrllh in tlii:' Scciion' ;\.rt-r' i;rt:ach of'

tirisiLcfio;:shailgii,eArithi;rityr'h:r'iglittotetrrr.ittatethis;\gr;crntnti:irrircdlal*i'l ibt-i:rtl'se'

1'1. ir'[:scellarrcous.

l4.l Noiices All Lrotices, lcqucsts, ,lcmattils nitLl oritcL L:l,ttttrlrtrilcaiir)r!:j lcr.llli-lc(l or

pclr.iLtcC ri: bc givcrL or r:la(l{., iln(lcf tlris Aglccrneiit sltrll l-rc iu wtitin.rl, shnll bc cl-ltclivc trrrr.:n

i*rip, ol agei{lteri clcJivtlly, atrcl shall be settt lry: (i) p':i sorrrll dtiivory; (il) cr:rtiiii:rl or

rc;isicred United Strtcs ur,lil, l.-r,,r'r l'cccipt rcqucstcd; or (iii) 
.ove 

ntighl elclivery scrvict: wiili

nrlof of cielivery. trtll"icc.s sirell irc scu! to lltc adtltcsses irelrrti'.. Ncithci l)nrly siralt L':lir';c

dclivury oJ arry lxllir:c ltctcrtrtclcL'

ifLo Auiliolity; ivlr" l(obcil (i' f ostr:L ('lrii:I

JnIirr r nal itir r l)il rt:t,:L SoLii h

(;cot1.1ia Miltiir:irl (.,r.'rtLtrl ir i.).

l\nr. I'l')'I
V*l,li;s[a. (ii\ { l {.)t).\ I l?'l

ffi

I



I I' ,,' \\Sr. )1 :l '\ ; l. I ,;, i l '.111-11ri 
r'\'1''111 ;i'; ''jr|l'u'' i lt' 'i " 

l

l'ili iiiir.:ri's l,i:'lrr':i ''\:;r':tt l' ii';1'; rrr:' i :1':''

t'.1.-). iiii,':j i\'l
\,'iilill:;til i i.loi'r.Llr '] 

I L'i l i

.\i'r.:;itii;i,: j r'.1:i:itii'r'c | )i'r'r' ii;t'

14.7 \Yal.r,er, N9 prclisi.r,r of rlris Agrcclnr:lrl {)I ill}y blc.ach thcrcoIshnll lrc ric$r 
":;i

ir,uivc(i ttlllt:si' .\uch lvitiwl'i* i,l 'u'iiirtg 
itnti si[nctl by rhc ttnrty cJtrjrntxl to ll*v<: r'rlivctl s ';"

lr.nvision or i)lr)acll. No rvoiverol'ir brciclr shnlt.corrstinrrcit wltivcr(tf or oxcllso tttly rlil'lct'*rri .r'

:l :bii(';(lilar -: lti i:li:1i.

l4.l Assignmctrt. Neithcr Patry lnny sssign,.(wlrether .by opuratiort ofj law or'

otj:cnr4sc) a'y of i; rights or delcgnte ot'suilcont;ct any of it^s obligatioss tlrrdcr tltis Allrcctttcttt

without the prior writrcn corrscrtr;f dtc nthcr Puny, Notwirtr.rtan,thlg th{ foregoing, Atrtlxrrity

.slull have thc righl t" 
"ttie;i 

iit ,itirc a,rA obligatio:rs hsrctncler lo any srrtjty thot is nrl afllliatc

i)r. :'.r{.:i,clitjor rrl.,\ritltliiii. i:ih,:riill:e pliot al::t-lval oi r\'SSLIC,L\-;ir'

1.1 .ll -\t:r,crabiii(y' t\ny p:.o.iisi..l::,:1.i.,:.i Ag'rcerrrcni t!:41 i.i c.:icr,rrincrl to l:c irivaliil .1,.

itri::11.,.-irc,.::,lri. r'vill be i'eiiccfivc io the :rl.rnt ,,i'siich clcleirrii"alii'n tvllhQtrL i'l'"rlitiiL::tit" tiri'

1.(:iirillltl,i: 1tr'Ovisior,: Of Ll::': i\gr:lCtrteltl Ol' aifec1iir{ tr:it r'aliriii'; ul eilli)''l'ri:ibili'l'C'i r'lrelr

rv;r:: i :iiir.g trt'trvjsilns.

I f .'i ,4,nrcndtttctil. 'l'lris Agr '-c,i':'.. )r:11 ir' ;;'-r,;' "': " 
trled ": ''' i v ;i i't'i'i'i'

i!!r-.::trgt:,L sigiteci by the faLtics hclcto, jl :n'i lri'1irc rc1lirii;tirirl:' 1:'iL:-ir'lgtrti':ti trri'ir'r'Lli'lj'\;1' <l:

Li(l.l 1, all: aucrtiltii cl ;ilirrlpl'cic(1 trL a lttrlitli:l iiliiii i::1"'r:-11 iltls ''\':-ret"'t]i1. iili-:i';'5is'l:ltl

;lrilt'i'\!tLii. tr-i: ir:rl:ic: 511ail 3n1e:lii ti:is Aglocnlerri ii) iilc c:\'ictil llttcs;'ill\; - ) -'r" r'1"'"'it'-' 
"'''l''

':i,rt t i 't:lr "l illiil,ll'ilil:iJl:*

I4 5 F.iltil'e rlgr'cor;ie!li 
-lhis 

ligiei:::-L';L-ll a:tci ilie iii'sittt'::s '-1r'i-11iq1;:irr;itlii) cr)ristlllLie

il-i:; l.;.r;r,rrlctc agrren.ni ir,rl,v".:,r ASSt-)l)lA ii'- lrct iL;tlir:lrii'rei:riirl;; l'-' iitl ttl,tl:.i;ls S;rr:ii1:il I r

li:is Agrccn:ct1l, alrc supcrscrL:s;rli r.t;ior t'trpLcsentatiot"l$ot llglocnl0ltls, rvhcthcrortll clr writlctt'

with rcsp(.(-t Lil :iri:il rnatters. [n ll,e cveirl oi r'.rry con{licl belrvc.cll thc ldlln:t of tlris Agrcenrcnt

:ri,,j :fre lcri,-r; ()J t,-r<: lirL:;i::l:;S Ar'l il:;gcill.c;'lr ()l my SLl0lt htCr AgfCCtrrcnt(S)' tho tctus Of thiS

n',*a*"',i shall control utllcss thc lrlrnts of Sltcl: rjiisrrress Att'ti;:t'ttti:tli-: I L ritirru- sr 'rt " i

,Jp""ii" pili omt conrpty with ttre Privncy Stsrrrl;r:,1:r iirl(],i.)r',si*.ririrv $rr'r1;,r.is, t': i'rr l':'i'lir:-

succili#rlly othcr.wise agrcc in wriling. No ortrl iJr(r':i' i l'i '|. 
r)" ; rtivi' "' ':'r; ' il': :'' ''' q::': '

;ffiil;il;;;;irfrrfii"bin4ilgorrcillcLl'ntiy 
r " i1r1,-,''i ''t r'' ritt''t ir;1riv ;r -:ri'1 ::f i I )'

,""-rair'ri is rr: Ue i,npiia,l-frunr ntc cxecrrLion ol'ilcli,;r'v,;: rlris '\g-:'i'i:t"rit'l ' 111; \'1';i;'11r;1r1 :'r

ii;l tlil l:t;ri.;iit ci. iI,l:;lLirlj r:c billtli;r3 rtlrt:r: l':i: !'liliics. tiiL;;: aii iulies ati'i r'-'j'iul r ir \(\r'i\(:L\

aild l)cr.'.)ittc{i assillrs Xo ritiL,i ltart} sirall 11; 1;1'1r-siriercd f thi[d1]'rl1y ircttctlt ir: .' 11;rri; 'lris

,ifr.,,,o,rr, rrr:r,shrii '^y 
,1.,ir.rl prrriy httv" airy r i6ir{:: .'s :r r{tstlll t'1'this 'rgtctrrlcnt'

l-|,i Crl'.i';ltilrg i,l,t.,v- f jiilj .^\iri(](]1lli:tll -siiail 11() l{.r1',(]].-litl j..., ''t,. j'i;.;1 
1.;'.' L 'r l.

,1,.:r.'r,,i,rji.j(-, ,rtrit ilrC 1,.,,,11 r,i lllC..;iitLr; iti ,r'il'r'Jl '\riillcir:r''l ]C'."tr:Li' i-ii'''t'l'r'l: i"; 'r"'il"'t ''

ir*a ,.),,'r,si,tri,,. lrrri.iiit:tiilll :|'itL \/lllrt'tl: irl: :rii'' (li:illl -'-1 lr'i"tr'll: i'r llri:' '\i :'i:t; Ii 'i :l

r:lclr:';t.ei,ircsLiyl,il tl;L; s{;tic.,tl'ii':fii:''it1 ''ilrlr):;:lliil: ':'r':")':L"ir:t'ii''\r 
lll iL''i': t"::t'!

o l,tl;rii:ri:lr, lrr:i:ci. ,\";(i,l!(.i "' 
i l til'r!' i':'!:i'i: rtt:i ''i:i'i:r.'

',,i 
j,1t;li',1;tl'.1i,'' a' ilri',' ljl i i" 'i'l: 'i:rrl 

r'l li ir 
" 

t '' ' ' ''' i

rl.- :' ,,.,ri'rt -'.'' i';r'i L l'- i'- 11 li"ilr ' : i l' l' 
'



| .\rrrlr,rriir "lr;rll lr:tic .lrir r'ipt1,t lrr l|1r11, l() il.i;{}ul't nf cntttpctctlL.}ttrir;rlit:tir'rr i'rt':;1'L' rl:'

ircl r()).rr.ir1,,:(: irrrri,/or..r,-r 3r'tlt:i'icsl;ir:'-,i1g arrrl r,rtj0irtitrg itrry srrch lllrillrlr (li:it:l0sttl': : ' l11t;2r"i 1 ';l
ii't'srrclr riiri:r' i'cli.tj'ns r\rrllrrrLity l,liell rk:cltt lq)lllopliitlc, Srrch l'iglr( ol'Attllrnr il.v t' lrr It' tr

;likij{irr,i Icr tlrc: r'r:nrcrlic-r o'rl:t:r'r.\,isr ;rr,;til;tlllt: lo Arr{hori(y at tarv ot: irt c;qrtify' /rSS(X'1A Jl:

rlxl)!...\i.ilv rr',Livc.s lhc ctclcnsc lhrt a iouccly in tlittttirgcs rvili lrr: trrictltrat'J !n(l litilititt 'vrtivt;s 
;'r'"

r'c(lul:'c,r'rt)irl irr ari aclioq lor.s1t,:t;ilic ])etiO]rlraucc ot illiurtr:ti,tn br tlrt: posti;Ul ol rr lr0tril 1:1

r\uLi',oiit),.

l4-9 Naturc ol r\p.Lc:mcrrt. Notiriug in iiis Agrecment sh$ll be cotrsIr"lecl io crciLln

(i) a p*rtpctsbin,.joint ,rcntrrr.c ot oihcr.1oiur bLriiness n:latiunship bctwcei iirc l';ttL':s o| any rrl'

thciL alfiliatt,r.- ,ii 1ii; a leltrliorrshigr of .,r,1riuv.r. a:r,1 entployee be[vccn thc l"rr lics This

A gri:cnrcnt d oe s ru) l cxprcss ot, iiniriy my 
"u,r',rnit*en 

l lo yrut ohasc or sclJ gi)o(ls or se rvicos

lri.i0 Coultetpatls''lhis ,r\gLeemellt lnay be executcd ilr one oL tititlc crlLtrrtcLlla;'h'

cach s.fl rvlricl shnll bc 4eern€{l rn {irig"ilurl, but sll of wltich tngether shall conslitrrtc orrc and t])3

san:e qlocum*ni, t,i making prcof oithis Agrcenrent, it shail not be nece.ssary to produce ot'

gccolrlt lbr.rt$re thzur onc such courllcr?arr cieouterl by the Party agaitisl wltotlr ertforcclttertt ol

ihis ;:\gr ee mt:r-L[ is sought.

IN '$rlTliLSS \yHERIlOli. the Parties havc e>lecuteci this Agreeme:".t as ol tirr Iillcctivc lJate'

A.I;'I'IiORITY

(Prirri or'Jivpc Narnc)

Chicl hrhrlraiion Oilicer
(l iile)

,\t) I ?

r\SSOCIAl'E

.lhe Batieretl Wotncl's Shcitet. lnc
dlbia Thc ljavctt's Scxtral ,\';satti
Response Centct'

nt or'l'ypc Narnr:

'ilitN

iThe ll:spital Autholity ol Valdosta irtrd

.i,ovrntlc,s Corrutv, Geolgia- dlb/a Soutlt

{,ii.rclg ia

J -llt,;:.-. _

(

Il,,L,':--p* 1*qJ
ta
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To:

From:

Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2025-2026

CERTIFICATE OF COMP I,IANCE

Director Jay Neal, Criminal Justic Coordinating Council

The Honorable Clayton A. Tomlinson, Chief Judge Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

Re SART Committee Certificate of Compliance

Date: September 30,2025

The undersigned as Chairman of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol

Committee hereby certifies that it has met at ieast once during the2025 calendar year for the

purpose of both drafting and adopting the Protocol, as well as, evaluating the effectiveness of the

Protocol and appropriately modifying and updating the same, per the mandate under O.C.G.A. $

rs-24-2(f).

This Certificate of Compliance is being submitted to the Criminal Justice Coordinating

Council (CJCC) before December 31,2025, and is in Compliance with O.C.G.A. $ l5-24-2(9)'

Respectfully submitted this 30'h day of September,2025

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill

Chairman, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

Alapaha Judicial Circuit
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