SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE PROTOCOL

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COWETA COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Georgia enacted O.C.G.A. Section 15-24-2 requiring the
establishment of a Sexual Assault Protocol; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned established a Sexual Assault Protocol Committee pursuant to
0.C.G.A § 15-24-2; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has met on __January 31, 2023 and discussed the Protocol,
which was approved by a majority vote and which is attached hereto, as the protocol for cases of sexual

assault in the Coweta Judicial Circuit, Sixth District of the State of Georgia.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, this document is accepted by the Court as the
protocol to be used in responding to, investigating and prosecuting cases arising from an alleged sexual
assault and shall be spread upon the minutes and filed with the Clerk of the Superior Court of Coweta
County.

SO ORDERED, this Z day of February, 2023.




This Coweta County, Georgia Sexual Asssult Protocol ("Protocol”) 1s adopted pursuant to
0.C.G.A § 15-24-2 for the purpose of outlining the procedures fo be used in responding to, investigating
and prosecuting cases of sexual assault. The purpose of this Protocol shall be to ensure coordination
2nd cooperation between all agencies involved in seorzal 2ssault cases o as to increase the effichency of
all agencies handling such cases and to minimize the stress created for the alleged sexual assault victim
by the legal and investigatory process’.

The misstan af the Cowete County, Georgio Sexuol Assoult Response Teom (SART) is to develop n
protocol to be used by health care providers, including hospitals, all branches of law
enforcement, including prosecution, and programs which assist vietims, An emphasis in this
protocol is upon letting a victim regain control over decisions by letting that victim choase
whichever services are needed, :

Fer purposes of this Protocol, the term wictim shall refer to victims age 18 and obder. Every
sexual assault case involving victims under 18 shall refer to the Coweta County, Georgia Child Abuse

Protocol in identifying appropriate services and resources. F‘!rﬂ'-e fie use pmtnm&
those services and resources should include the Seuthern-Ohesiant Sainial Sletim s thig s ot
Lafier and "ﬁ;l'est Georgia Prevention and Advocacy Resource Center In providing services to adolescents

in acute cases, |n provid|ng services to anyone under the age of 18, DFACS and/for law enforcement
shall be notified pursuant to 0.C.G. A § 19-7-5.

ADVOCACY

The role of the sexual assault victim advocate? is to provide services to the victims of sexyal
assault regardless of whether or not the victim choses 1o participate in the criminal justice process. They
play a very important role in providing a response that keeps the victim central in the process, allowing
the investigation and prosecution to be offender focused. Advocacy also has 3 critical role in promating
the healing process for the victim. Sextal asssulr victim advocates provide crisls intervention, suppart,
family advocacy, information and referral and other anciliary sarvices to assist the victim through tha
eriminal justice process, The support provided by the sexual assault victim advocate also benefits the
criminal justice process, because supported, wellinformed victims are mone leely to continue throush
the process. Adwocates will operate under the guidelines established by The Geargio Crime Victim's Bill
of Rights (D.C.G.A. § 17-17-1) and will adhere to best practices as outlined in the Geargia Sexual Assoult
Response Team Guide and the Georgio Sexual Assoult Certification Standurds,

Responsibilities of the sexual assault victim advocate indude:

- Being avalable to victims and familiss 24 hours a day, 7 days a week via a 28-haur crisls fine
staffed by trained community advocates

foLGA s 15-24-1; provided, however that 2 fatlure by an apency 1o follow the pratscal shall noll constitute s affematve o
other defense to prosecution of @ seeual assal, prediude the admissibiloy of evideres, nar shail a failure by an agency to
follerw the protocol gl rise to & civil sause of etinn.

? Diefined a5 & trained sexual astauft victen advocata werking with  Geargia cortified sexus assault cantar
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= Providing servoes gn victims and famifies that are sensitive to the unigue barriers and spacial
considarations that diverse victims encounter in reporting sexnual asssult crimes

= Providing options ta victims £0 that they may make informed decisions

= Supporting victims who choase to report to law enforcement by providing & link to eliminate
barriers affecting the victim’s participation in the criminal justice process

= Maintalning victim confidentiafity L

- Dffering services to non-reporting victims and assisting If and when the victim decides to report

Victims may also work with systems based victim advocstes i the case prograsses through the
eriminal justice system to the point of prosecution.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

The role of the Investigating officer is to ansure the safety of the victim and the community and m
ascartain if the report of sexual assault meets the elements of a crime under Georgla law. Within thair
jurisdictions, law enforcement will investigate sexual assault erimes. investigative responsibifities
inclusce:

- dentification, :Jppmhemlm and interrogation of suspect(s)

Interview of victim with an offender focused and trauma informed approach, whick includes
allowing an advocate to be present

- Interview of witnesses
- Collection and preservation of evidence
- Maintenance of chaln of custody

- Timely submitting sewusl asssolt evidence coflection kits to GBI crime laboratory regardiess of
whether a suspect has been Identified, per GBI recommendations

= = Review of GBI Crime izb reports as soon as poasibie after they are relaazed to investigating
ggency, per GBI recommendations

= Determination of probable cause and arrest

- Preparation of case reports with Imvestigative summaries

- Assistance to District Attorney’s office in prosecution of case

- Testimony and presentation of evidence in court

Investigating officers will work with victim advocates to ensure a victim centered response to the
investigation and praper notification of case updates to victims, Additionally, law enforcemant officers
will operate under the guidelines established By The Georgio Crime Victim's Bill of Rights [D.C.6.A. § 15
17-1) and adhere to best practices as outfined In the Georgio Sexual Assoult Teom Guide.

MEDICAL FORENSIC EXAMINATION FROCEDURES

The role of the medical forensic personnel is o provide a timaly, high-guality medical forensic
Examination that can potentially validate and sddress sexual assault patients’ concerns, minimize the
trauma they may experience, and promote their healing. At the same tima, It can increase the likakhood
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that evidence collected will aid in eriminal case Investigation, resulting in perpetrators being held
accountable and further sexual violence prevented.

Medical forensic examinations shall be performed st DECTF- Cow-ed= . Medical
forensic exams should be made available If patient chooses ta report, chooses not to repart, or choopses
to report anonymaously.

Medical forensic examinations shall ba performed by a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner {"SANE”),
physician, nurse practitioner or physician’s assistant {“PA") trained in performing such exams.

Medical forensic responsibiities include:

Obtaining informed consent from the patient for the medical ferensic examination,
documentation and evidence collection

Gathering the medical forensic histary
- Conducting 8 physical examination
Coordinating treatment of Injuries
- Documentation of biokgle and physical findings
= Collection of evidence from the patient
- Documentation of findings
- Providing information, treatment, and referrals for 5T1s, pregnancy
- Follow-up as needed for additional treatment and/for collection of evidenca,
- Providing testimony at trial

BIOLOGIC EVIDENCE COLLECTION

The SANE, physician, nurse practitioner or PA will collect biologic sampies at the request of 3
patient, in accordance with currently accepted protocol {defined as the Notiangl Fratocol for Sexual
Assoult Medical Forensic Examinations Adults/Adalescents), to obtain timely biologic reference samples
for possible analysis at the GBI Crime Lab. At the conelusion of the sexual assault medical forensic
examination, any evidence collected will be packaged and protected in a manner to ensure the integrity
of specimens and the appropriate chain of custody of the evidence.

All biotogic evidence will be collected up to a minimum of 120 hours after assault. In addition,
cases should be evaluated on an individual basis as the medical farensic examination may be completed
beyond 120 hours.

All biclogle sampiles, flulds, hairs and other evidence requiring GBI analysis will be given directly
to the case investigator for processing using a proper chain of svidence.

Pursuant to 5B 304/0.C.6.A. § 35-1-2, it shall be the duty of every law enforcement officer who
takes possassion of the evidence collected during a sexual assault forensic medical exemination to
ensure that such evidence Is submitted to the division within 30 days of it being collected.
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Urine collected furanahlﬂs can be collected up to 120 hours and may be submitted to the
Georgia Bureau of Investigations Crime Lab, the Federal Bureau of Investigations Crime Lab or other
private lab for toxicolegy drug screen,

All biologic evidence colfected at the request of a patient who chooses not to Initlate and
participate i and/or cooperate with 2 law enforcement investigation shall be
= « (lesert local procedure)

REQUESTS FOR MEDICAL FORENSIC EXAMINATION

With the consent of the patient, medical forensic examinations can be parformed at the reguest
of {1) 2 law enforcement agency, (2) the District Attarney’s Office, (3] the medical examiner or coroner's
affice, {4) a hospital, (5) pursuant to a court order, or at the petient's request pursuant to 0.C.G.A, 17-5-
Fr 8

Medical forensic examinations may be requested 24 howrs 2 day by using the following

procedune:
{lnsert local procedure)

COS5TS OF THE MEDICAL FORENSIC EXAMINATIONS

The cost of examinations shall be paid pursuant to 0.C.G.A § 16-6-1(c}, O.C.G.A § 17-5-72.
Patients shall not be responsible for the payment of medical forensic examination costs.
CONDULT OF THE MEDICAL FORENSIC EXAMINATION

A SANE, physician, nurse practitioner or PA will perform the examination and assessmant.

Medical foransic examinations and biologle evidence collection should be completed as quickiy
&s possible after a report is recejvad,

Medical forensic examinations and biologic evidence collection shall be condueted in
accordance with Georgla Bureau of Investigation (GaI) procédures using 8 GBI Sexual Assauit Evidance
Kit. It ls also recommended that medical forensic exams be conducted in accordance with the National
Protocol for Sexual Assault Medical Forensic Examinations.

A trained victim advocate will be avallable to accompany the patient and offer emotional
support during the examination. The advocate will a1 no time ask the patient questions related to the
details of the assault.

The SANE, physician, nurse practitioner or PA will complete appropriale authorizations refating
to the exemination.
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The SANE, physician, nurse practitioner or PA will photograph and document injuries and
prepare a report.

The SANE, physician, nurse practitioner or PA will maintain and document the chaln of custody
of any evidence collected during the examination and assessmant.

The SANE, physician, nurse practitioner or PA will adhere to best practices as putlined in the
Geongia Sextol Assoult Response Team Guide.

PROCEDURES for HOSPITALS RECEIVING WALK-IN m?"um OF SEXUAL ASSAULTS

Hospitzls recelving patients reporting incidents of sexual assault shall immediately contect law
enforcement in accordance with 0.C.6.A §31-7-9 mandating all non-accidental Injuries b= reported.
Patients will retaln the right not to initiate, participate In, and/or cooperate with any law enfoarcerment
imrestigation of such assault.

M!u m Tagk Corce
Hospital emergency department personnel shail timeky notify i

and-Child Aduacacy CanteranWest Georgla Prevention and Advocacy Resource Center of the incident

including which law enforcement agency is responding.

PROSECUTION

The role of the District Attormey's office Is to protect the rights of the victim while holding the
offender accountable. Prosecutors should work In 2 collaborative fashion with law enforcement, medical
forensic and victim advocates. Prosecutors will operate undar the guidelines astablished by The Georgio
Crime Victim's Bilf of Rights {0.C.G.A. § 15-17-1) that state, for example, that victims have the right,

- To be treated fairly and with dignity by all criminal justice agencies involved in the case
= Vo proceadings free from unreasonable delay

- To reasonable, accurate and timely notice of an court procesding where the releass of the
sccused will be considered

To reasonabile, accurate and timely notice of court proceedings or any changes to such
proceedings, including restitution hearings '
- Ta reasonable, sccurate and timely notice of the accused's release and/or monitoring progran
- To be present at aR criminal proceedings in which the accused has a right to be present

To NOT be excluded from any scheduled court proceedings, except as provided n 0.C.6.A. § 17-
17-1 or otherwise provided by taw

= To a waiting area, during judicial proceedings, that is separate from the accused and his or her
relatives, friends and witnassas

- To be reasonably heard at any scheduled court proceedings imolving the release, plea or
sentencing of the accused

= Tocomplete a Victim Impact Statement and have jt presented to the court prior to the trial or
plea of the accused (0.C.G.A. § 17-10-11)

- To refuse to submit to an interview by the accused, accused’s attomey or agent of the accused.
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- To a requirement by the court that defense counsel not disclose victim mformation to the

Betused (O.C.GA § 17-17-10)
PowOlac, B el
if a victim attends any court proceeding, 2 victim advocate from Swmmm
and-Child-hdvecaoy Center or West Georgia Prevention and Advocacy Resource Center will

accompany the victim.

Prosecutors and prosecution based advocates will adhere to best practices as outlined [n the

Georgia Sexuol Assault Response Team Guide.

LOCAL SART COORDINATED RESPONSE

All members of the Coweta County Sexugl Assault Resparise Tuam will adhere to best practices

a5 outlined in the Geargle Sexua! Assauit Response Team Guide,

Members of the Coweta County SART agree to meet annually for case review, dizcussion and
svaluation to assure the coordination and eooperation between all agencias responding to sewual

assault cases in Coweta County, Georgla.

(Local Sexual Assoult Response Team Protocol Committees should meet to discuss local protocod and

insert iocal procedure here)

Suggested topics for inclusion in local protocol are:
igentiffcation of focol resources

911 response ond procedire

= SART team notification, call out
- locaf investigative response and procedure
o mqmﬂngnﬂkermmm:nﬁnemmﬂtmpm

- EM3ironsport

- - odvocate respanse time

- drug focilitoted sexual axsaults
= wWiekim intendew

- [folse reporting and recantation
- medical forensic response

- child and odult protective services
- response to victims of human trafficking

- use of nterpreters
- college respense fos needed)

= local response for correctional facilities

= milftary response (o5 needed)
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FPursuant to O.CG.A § 15-24-7, members of the Coweta County Sexual Assoult Protocol Committee agree
to meet onnvally to review, update and evelnate thic Sexunf Accault Protocal

Tha foregoing Coweta County Sexual Assault Protocol is hereby adopted and replices any previously
adopted protocal and remaing in effect untidsuch time as said protocol is amended and adopted.

Thiz of December, 2022,

' MZEWI

Lean Wead
Sheriff, Coweta Countys

Brent Slankenship L
EHHBM Pﬂmm
Paul Pogle

Chairman, Cowets County Board of Health

Geyle-hobier Exerutive mmr-m WA Rob Dial, Executive Director

5 West Georgie Prevention and Advecacy Resource
Advocrey-Cemter Tro A SAS (o Center, inc. '
Tagw Poedcy =
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