
2024.2025 ALAPAHA JUDTCIAL CIRCUIT SEXUAL ASSAULT
PROTOCOL

INTHESUPERIORCOURToFATKINSONCOUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

ORDER

yHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Georgia enacted o.c.G.A' 15-24-2 requiring

the establishment of a Sexual Assault Protocol; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned established a Sexual Assault Protocol cornmittee pursuant

to O.C.G.A . l 5-24-2; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has met and approved the attached Protocol as the Protocol

fbr cases of sexual assault in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Counties'

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, this document is accepted by the

court as the protocol to be used in responding to, investigating, and prosecuting cases arising

fiom an alleged sexual assault and shall be spread upon the minutes and filed with the Clerk o

the Superior Court of Atkinson County'

SO ORDERED, this the +3 daY of *J1r-
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on. Clayton A. Tomlinson
Chief Judge, Atkinson Coun

Alapaha Judicial Circuit
ty Superior Court

Order prepared bY:

Chase L. Studstill
District AttorneY
Alapaha Judicial Circuit



Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2024-2025

ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE TEAM PROTOCOL

This Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assar.rlt Response Team Protocol (hereinafter

"Protocol") is adopted purslrant to O.C.G.A. S 15-24-2 for the purpose of outlining the

procedures to be tised in responding to, investigating and prosecuting cases of sexual assault. The

purpose of this Protocol shall be to ensure coordination between all agencies involved in sexual

assault cases as to increase the efficiency of all agencies handling such cases and to minimize the

stress created for the sexual assault victim by the legal and investigatory process. A failure by an

agency to follow the protocol shall not constitute an affirmative or other defense to prosecution

of a sexual assault, preclude the admissibility of evidence, nor shall a failure Ot utru*.Ht ,o -;,

-.--1 F t-:-follow the protocol give rise to a civil cause of action. *cr-- 'F iF,'{::,: cn ::l';.1
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lEi_ s r,:The protocol is intended to: 
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o Facilitate the provision of consistent, comprehensive, sensitive, and non- ju@Eirtulc: F
treatment of victims of sexual assault as they progress through the medical, law 

"nf#'..#n 
t, Y

advocacy, and legal system.

o Standardize the collection of evidence in order to aid in the medical treatment of victims and

prosecution of cases; and,

. Develop a coordinated effort among health providers. law enforcement personnel,

prosecutors, and victim advocates ensuring that victims receive eff-rcient and comprehensive

medical care, evidentiary examination, emotional support, and refenal information.

o Use of Protocol

This Protocol will be utilized by the following agencies: Adel Police Department, Alapaha Police

Department, Atkinson County Health Department, Atkinson County Sherilf s Office, Berrien

County Health Department, Berrien County Sheriff s Office, Berrien County 911 Center, Clinch

County Health Depafiment, Clinch County Sheriff s Office, Clinch Memorial Hospital, Cook

County Health Department, Cook Cor.rnty Sheriff s Office, Cook County 911 Center, The Haven

Rape Crisis Center, Homerville Police Department, Lakeland Police Department, Lanier County

Health Department, Lanier County Sheriff s Office, Lenox Police l)epartment, Office of the

District Attoniey for the Alapaha JLrdicial Circuit, Sexual Assault Nnrse Examiners and their

supervising physician(s), South Georgia Medical Center, Tri-County 911 Center.
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'@
Some members of the Sexual Assault Response Team shall meet quarterly at the Alapaha Circuit

District Attorney's Office or other clesignated place to review current sexual assault

investigations relative to the implementation and utility of the sexual assault protocol' Any team

member involved in the investigation shall be invited to attencl. The mission of the Sexual

Assault Response Team shall conduct f'ull reviews of sexual abuse, exploitation, and/or neglect

allegations and to develop effbctive and efficient responses. All members of the Sexual Assault

Response 'feam agree that all information discussed and/or obtained in these case review

meetings will remain confidential except as authorized or as required for the purposes of a

criminal investigation and/or prosecution as otherwise required by law'

The sexual assault protocol committee shall meet annually to evaluate the effectiveness of the

protocol ancl to recommend measures to improve compliance. (O.C.G.A. 5 l5-24'2). Members of

the Committee wanting to recommend improvements are encouraged to do so in writing with

lellow members in order to effectively communicate annual compliance. Attendance may be

aohieved electronically at the request of a member.

DEFINITIQI'I Or' $F !'UAL AS$rA$LT

Sexr"ral assault is defined as sexual contact or intimacy initiated by one or more persons against

another without their consent. This includes instances where victims are unable to give consent

due to age or mental or physical incapacity. Sexual assault does not discriminate among race,

sex, sexual orientation, socio economic class or age. Persons may be sexually assaulted by

strangers, acquaintances, or members of their family.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. $ 17-5-70(3), "Sexual assault" means rape, sodomy, aggravated sodomy,

statutory rape, child molestation , aggravated child molestation, sexual assault against a person in

custody, sexual assault against a person detained in a hospital or other institution, sexual assault

by a practitioner of psychotherapy against a patient, incest, bestiality, sexual battery, and

aggravated sexual battery.
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PROCBS$ OF CASr MANASEMENT

Sensilivifv to the Needs of Victimq

Ensuring that sexual assault victims will be treated with sensitivity and oompassion requires that

victim services, law enforcement, medical, and prosecutorial personnel be aware of the special

needs of these victims.

Victims of violent crimes, not only must cope with the physical trauma perpetrated against them

but they must also deal with the emotional and psychological repercussions of the crime. The

emotional and psychological repercussions of a sexual assault can be devastating' The

humiliation and degradation victims may feel often are compollnded by leelings of guilt. Often

society perpetuates the myth that sexual assault victims somehow are responsible for the crime

committed against them or that they must act in a certain manner lollowing the assault. F'or this

reason, victims of sexual assault often are reluctant to reporl the crime, and therefore, must

receive immediate support lrom agency personnel if they choose to report.

While victims of sexual assault may feel guilty, fiightened, ashamed, dirty, angry,

anxious, embarrassed, or any number of other emotions, it is important to remember that there is

no "typical" way for victims to feel, react, or look after a sexual assault. Some victims may

appear to be calm while others may look visibly upset or enraged.

Victim confidentiality should be strictly protected. Professional staff should make direct

inquiries of the victim regarding how to address the disclosure of confidential infonnation'

Assumptions should not be made conceming whether it is appropriate to disclose information to

family, friends, employers, and/or educational providers about the assault or the victim's sexual

preference.
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o First Renort

In most cases, the victim usually makes the first report of a sexual assault to a dispatch or

emergency communications center (91 l). Dispatc;h or communications center staffers are critical

in aiding the victim to regain control and composure after an assault.

If the victim is the caller, the dispatcher should:

r Obtain the victim's name and location immediately.

r Determine if the victim is currently safe and whether or not the victim needs immediate

medical attention.

r Dispatch the appropriate law enfbrcement units, and, if necessary, emergency medical help,

r Assure the victim that help is coming, and instruct the victim not to eat, drink, bathe,

urinate, or douche.

r Ask victim if they are still wearing the same clothing they were wearing during the

assault. If they are, tell the victim not to change and come as they are. If they are not wearing the

same clothing, instruct the victim to leave the clothing as is and in its present location.

r Aclvise the victim not to move or touch anything at the assault location and not to disturb

items used as weapons.

Once the victim decides he/she wants a sexual assault examination, and law enforcement

determines that The Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate and a SANE will be needed, law

enforcement will inform the dispatcher to notify the on-call Haven Staff.

''JANE DOE'' RF"PORTING

A sexual assault victim shall have the right to have a medical forensic examination

regardless of whether the victim participates in the criminal justice system or cooperates with

law enforcement in pursuing prosecution of the underlying srime (O.C.G.A, 5 17-5-72). Pursuant

to O.C.G.A. 5 17-5-74, the tenn "unreported sexual assault kit" means a sexual assault kit

collected from a victim who has consented to the collection of the sexual assault kit but who has

not reported the alleged crime to law enforcement.
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If a sexual assault victim calls 9l I or the Crisis l'lotline requesting a medical forensic

examination lor sexual assault, but does not wish to make a report to law enforcement, dispatch

is to contact the appropriate law enforcement agency. A Haven Rape Crisis Advocate and a

SANE will also be contacted. The victim will be directed to the Haven Rape Crisis Center lor a

medical examination. Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection

Kit will be completed. The Evidence Collection.Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the

SANE with the victim's information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law

Enforcement Officer. The t,aw Enforcement Olficer will also be provided with an information

sheet regarciing the sexual assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet

shall include the victim's sex, date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the

victim's name. 'l'he GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Coltection Kit will be forwarded by law

enfbrcement to the GBI Crime Laboratory.

If the victim goes to the hospitalrequesting a medical forensic examination for sexual

assault, but doesn't want to make a reporl to law enfbrcement, the hospital shall contact the

appropriate law enforcement agency and a Flaven Rape Crisis Advocate. J'he Advocate will then

contact the on-call SANE. If needed, the Advocate will transport the victim to the Haven Rape

Crisis Center lor the examination after the victim has signed a confidentiality agreement.

Evidence will be collected and a GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit will be completed.

The Evidence Collection Kit and all evidence will be labeled by the SANE with the victim's

information, minus his/her name, and released to the responding Law Enfbrcement Officer. The

Law Enlorcement Olhcer will also be provided with an information sheet regarding the sexual

assault victim. Along with the incident date, said information sheet shall include the victim's sex,

date of birth, and race. Said information sheet shall not include the victim's name. The GBI

Sexual Assault Evidense Collection Kit will be forwarded by law enforcement to the GBI Crime

Laboratory per current GBI policies and procedures.

If the victim does not cooperate with law enforcement in the investigation or prosecution

of a sexual assault, the investigating law enforcement agency shall maintain any physical

evidence collected as a result of such sexual assault that contains biological material, including,

but not limited to, stains, fluids, or hair samples that relate to the identity of the perpetrator of the

Page 5 of 33



Alapaha judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2A24-2025

sexual assault, fbr not less than 12 months from the date any such physical evidence is collected

(o.c.G.A. $l 7-5-72(b)).

A scxgal assault victim shall not be required to pay, directly or indirectly, for the cost of a

forensic medical examination. The cost of a forensic medical examination shall be paid for by

the Georgia Crime Victims Emergency Fund (O'C'G.A. $17-5-72)

No prosecuting attorney, investigating law enforcement agency, or government official

shall ask or recluire any victim of a sexual assault to submit to a polygraph examination or any

other truth-telling device as a condition precedent to investigating a sexual assault. The refusal of

a victim to submit to a polygraph examination or any other truth-telling device shall not prevent

an investigation or prosecution of any sexual assault (O.C.G.A. $ l7-5-73). At the time of

medical forensic examination, no alleged victim shall be required to assign or waive any rights

afforded to him or her in the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights or that might prevent the alleged

victim from seeking relief from the Crime Victims Compensation Board (O'C.G.A' $ 35-1-2).

Notification of On-call Sexual Assqult Response Teama

If the victim is at the medical facilitv:

I.Iospitals receiving patients reporting incidents of sexual assault shall immediately

contact law enforcement in accordance with O.C.G.A. $ 31-7-9 mandating all non-accidental

injuries be reported. Patients will retain the right to initiate, participate in, and/or cooperate with

any law enforcement investigalion of such assault.

r The nursing staff should contact the appropriate 911 Dispatch and The llaven Rape Crisis

Center at 229-244-17 65.

r 'Ihe E.R. physician or physician extender will provide a medical screening examination'

. If no treatment is indicated in the Emergency Department and a SANE is on-call then the

patient will be escorted to The Haven Rape Crisis Center by the responding law enforcement

agency for a medical forensic examination and evidence collection if within the 120 hour time

frame.
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r If the patient has obvious injuries or requires medical treatment in the Emergency

Department, the responding law enlorcement agency will contact the on-call Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate who will contact the on-call SANE. 't'he medical forensic examination will be

performed at the hospital.

r If there is no SANE on-call, then the emergency department will proceed with the medical

fbrensic examination and evidence collection'

r If the victim is not able to give consent for the medical forensic examination or cannot make

a roport to law enforcement based on their cognitive, developmental, or physical disability, it is

essential to fincl out if the victim has a legal guardian and, if so, who the legal guardian is for the

victim that can provide consent for medical procedures. The medical forensic examination can be

conducted in emergency situations.

If thc victim is at the sclige;

r The incident is reporled through the appropriate 9l I Center and forwarded to a law

enforcement agency. Law enforcement will request 911 to contact The Haven Rape Crisis Center

via crisis line at 229-244-1765.

r Uniformed patrol is dispatched to the victim.

r Uniformed patrol advises his/her supervisor of facts and the determination is made whether

to contact the on-call Detective/lnvestigator and the on-call Haven Rape Crisis Advocate.

r The Appropriate 9l I Center notifies the Detective/lnvestigatory and Haven Rape Crisis

Advocate. If there is a SANE on-call, the Advocate will contact the on-call SANE. Response

time for the Advocate is no more than 45 minutes following initial notification. Response time

for the on-call SANE is no more than 60 minutes following initialnotification.

r If a SANE is on-call, the victim should be transported to The Haven Rape Crisis Center. If

the victim has visible physical injuries, then the victim should be transported to the nearest

available medical facility capable of providing basic life support.

r If a SANE is not on-call, then the victim should be transported to an emergency room to

proceed with the examination and collection of evidence.
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')i
In any case in Atkinson, Berrien, Clinch, Cook, or Lanier Counties (The Alapaha Judicial

Circuit) where any child under 12 years of age prssents to law enforcement or DFCS with an

acute sexual assault case (defined as any type of penetration within 72-96 hours for any child

under 12) the fbllowing protocol shall be followed:

o The Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes County (hereinafter "CAC") shall be contacted

via their crisis line at229-300-4366.

r The CAC Representative will determine that the case meets the above criteria and will

contact the on call Pediatric SANE nurse, Forensic Interviewer with the Child Advocacy Center,

District Attomey Chase L. Studstill, or any other Assistant District Attorney. A victim advocate

from the District Attorney's oflice may also be contacted.

r An interview of the child will be conducted at the Children's Advocacy Center of Lowndes

Cor-rnty lollowing the Forensic Interview Protocol by a Forensic Interviewer from the CAC. The

on-call forensic interviewer has l5 minutes to respond to the initial notification/call. Once the

forensic interviewer completes the screening process, the forensic interviewer has one hour to

arrive on-site at the CAC to conduct the fbrensic interview. Discretion will be used by the on-call

lorensic interviewer rvhether a forensic interview will be conducted after 1 l:00PM.

o The on call Pediatric SANE nurse will be present for this interview along with other

members of the MDT team.

r After the forensic interview of the child, the child will be transported to the appropriate

facility and a sexual assault exam will be conducted by the on call Pediatric SANE'

o The CAC agrees to provide a copy of the interview notes to the on call Pediatric SANE nurse

and the on call Pediatric SANE nltrse agrees to provide a copy of the medical history to the

CAC.
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. r]i,

For any case involving a child 12 years of age or older, l-aw Enforcement shall contact

the Haverr Victim Advocate via crisis line at 229-244-1765 as usualper the SARf Protocol.

Should Law Enforcement believe that a Forensic Interview is needed prior to the SANE exam,

they slrall contact -l'he Children's Advocacy on call line a|229-300-4366.

If the abuse occurred greater than 96 hours prior to the disclosure of said abuse, a non-

emergent exam can be conducted at the Lolvndes CAC (3325 Skipper Bridge Road,

Valdosta, Georgia) by a medical provider. Most children with current marks, bruises, or other

visible palpable injr"rries may have a non-acute exam at the CAC. If a child/teen has bums or

broken bones due to possible physical abuse, they will need to be seen in ths nearest Flospital

Emergency Department. If the child is yolrnger than three years oFage, they may require an

x-ray or MRI at the hospital. Law Llnforcement and DFCS may call the CAC main phone

number at229-245-5364 to schedule a non-emergent exam.

a Law Enforcement Arrencw Resnonses

a

Law enforcement officers play a crucial role in overcoming a victim's psychological

hurdles and obtaining a victirn's cooperation in a sexual assault investigation. Since a victim's

ability to cope with the crime and its aftermath may prove critical to the ultimate success of

criminal prosecution, it is imperative that law enlorcement agencies treat the victim of sexual

assault with the utmost compassion.

Law enforcement officers must remain sensitive to the individuality of each victim and

the massive impact a sexual assault may have upon the victim and the victim's lamily and

friends. Law enforcement ofllcers should take into account not only the particular assault

suffered by each victim, but the victim's age, physical abilities and culture (e.g.,

cognitive/developmentally and physical disability considerations, deaf/hard of hearing

considerations, elderly considerations, lesbian/gaylbisexual/transgender/queer/ questioning
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(L{}BT+; considerations, male victim considerations, African American considerations,

immigrant and refugee considerations, Latino/Ilispanic considerations, sex trafhcking victims

considerations, and laith considerations).

o

The first law enforcement officer to reach a sexual assault victim is usually a unilbrmed

officer. This officer, as with others who investigate the case, should quickly develop a positive

rapport with the victim while initiating the gathering of evidence.

(1.) Immedinte Resoonse

r The responding officer should first address the victim's physical and medical needs'

Emergency first aid should be offered, if necessary, while awaiting an emergency medical

response unit.

r The responding offlcer should be calm, sympathetic and understanding. To increase the

victim's emotional comfort and security prior to a transfer to a medical facility/ Rape Crisis

Center, the officer shor.rld explain to the victim the actions anticipated on the victim's behalf,

including a physical examination.

r 't'he officer should also ask the victim to reflain lrom washing, showering, brushing teeth,

using a mouthwash, smoking, eating, chewing gum, breathe mints, hard candy, drinking,

douching, urinating, or defecating to prevent the loss of valuable physical evidence. I'he

evidentiary importance of preserving personal clothing and afticles from the crime scene should

be explained. Even if a victim has bathed, douched, or changed clothing, the officer should

transport the victim to the appropriate medical facility for a medical forensic examination.

r The responciing officer should also ask the victim basic questions about the sexual assault'

Not more than two otficers should conduct questioning in the greatest privacy available, and

questioning should be limited in scope to crucial information immediately needed by law

enforcement.

o The crime scene will be processed per the investigating agency's operating policy.
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. If the responding officer proceeds to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center where thc

victim is taken, the officer should:

a. Remain at the medical flacility/ Rape Crisis Center until the investigating law

enfbrcement officer(s) has arrived; and

b. Thoroughly brief the investigating law enlorcement officer(s) on any information

about the victim, the assault, the assailant, and the crirne scene, which the officer has

obtained. "fhese briefings should take place in a private setting where other patients or

hospital personnel cannot overhear confidential information.

(2.) Delaved Renorting

Forensic evidence may remain for a general time period of up to 120 hours in the victim's

bociy or there may be evidence oltearing or other internal abrasions. For this reason, the victirn

shor-rld be encouraged to seek medical care. A medical forensic examination includes the

collection of medical history to guide the medical provider, such as a SANE or other qualified

individual, in delivering medical care tailored to address the specific inquiries and medical needs

of the patient. The medical forensic examination provides treatment including but not limited to

Prophylaxis, Safety Plan Assessment, Fatality/Risk Assessment, Mental I Iealth Assessment for

Rapel'rauma Syndrome, STI testing, Strangulation Assessment, and Intimidate Partner Violence

(lPV) Assessment.

(3.) The Medieal Examination and Law Enforccment

Law enforcement oflicers should not be present during the medical examination of a

sexual assault victim, unless there is a specific evidentiary or investigative necessity that requires

their attendance. Any person, particularly a sexual assault victim, deserves a personal

examination free of unnecessary, non-medical strangers.

a

1. An lnvestigator will usually be summoned to the medical facility/ Rape Crisis Center

where the victim has been taken. T.he Investigator should respond immediately to the facility.

The Invcstigator should conduct a thorough interview with the victim and should document the

facts of the investigation and, if necessary, request The Haven Rape Crisis Center record the

interview with both ar,rdio and video equipment.
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Durins the-j$i,tial contact. the Investieator should:

r Clearly identify himselflherself to the victim

r Verify the information obtained by the dispatcher and/or responding officer which n'ray help

the police locate the suspect;

r Attempt to explain to the victim what is being done on the victim's behaif

r lnfbrm the victim that another interview may be conducted at i later time.

r Interviews conducted by SANEs should be lirnited to medical history and sexual assault

history pertinent to guiding the exam only and for the purpose of any medical diagnosis and

treatment. It is imperative that every SANE remains bcused on their role as a medical

prolessional, while also protecting the privacy and confidentiality of the patient in their care'

r The victim's interview at The IIaven Rape Crisis Center may be video/audio recorded with

inflormed consent. it will ultimately be le ft up to the victim/patient whether they wish to have

their Medical forensic history recorded. Notice to the victim shall be accomplished by placing at

least one sign, printed in both English and Spanish, in the area where the interview shall be

conducted advising the victim that the interview may be videolaudio recorded. Victims may be

askecl to sign a written form consenting to the video/audio recording of the interview. Ila victim

choses to not have his/her medical forensic history recordecl then every effort should be made to

notift the assigned law enforcement Investigator in order to allow their presence for the medical

forensic hi story interview,

r The Investigator may consult with the victim advocate to explain the actions being taken by

the police and to seek their cooperation and assistance in future contacts with the victim.

o Transportation arrangements will be made to a sale location for the victim.

o -l'he Investigator should verify that the chain of custody of the evidence obtained at the

medical facility/Rape Crisis Center is maintained correctly. The Investigator shor,rld ensure that

all evidence collected is inventoried ancl prepared for transfer to the crime laboratory if

appropriate. lnvestigators should confirm with the evidence custodian that the evidence is

transferred to the lab in a timely manner.
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.@
'fhe primary law enforcement officer will keep in touch with the victim as needed and as

is applicable for the investigation process. The primary law enforcement officer should reler thc

victim to a Victim Advocate as determined necessary by the investigator.

r The Case Rcnort:

The primary investigation oft-rcer in a sexual assault case has the crucial responsibility of

compiling all the infbrmation learned through the investigation. The case report will be the main

source of information for the prosecutors handling the case. Therefore, it is imperative that every

effort is made to be as thorough, accurate and informative as possible in building the report'

a

Although several different agencies come in contact with sexual assault victims at various

stages after a sexual assault is reported, the Haven Rape Crisis Center is the coordinating agency

for sexual victims, providing consistent support, consistent treatment, and advocacy throughout

the process. The Haven Rape Crisis Center provides emotional support and crisis intervention to

sexual assault victims and their families.

. Iqilislr$leugs
The safety and well-being of the victim should be the first concern of the victim service

provider. The role of the victim service provider is to:

r With the consent of the victim, help identify and address the immediate concerns of the

victims, (e.g., are they in a sale place, are there family and friends whom the victim wishes to be

contactecl, are medical care or transportation to the hospital needed, is clothing needed to wear

home from the hospital);

r Instruct the victim to not ilestroy evidence by eating, drinking, bathing, urinating, douching ,

or washing clothes;

r Provide emotional support and crisis intervention to victim and their flamilies;

o Be present during medical forensic examination (at the request of the SANE and/or victim);

and

. tlelp ar"range transportation to and lrom the hospital or medical facility;
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Iror their own sal'ety, and to avoid interfering with the investigation, victim advocates

shall not go to the crime scene unless accompanied by law enforcement. Victim advocates are

not investigators or attorneys and do not investigate cases or give legal advice. The advocate at

no time willask the victim questions related to the details of the assault. The role of the victim

advocate should be explained to the victim, '['he advocate should determine whether the victim

wishes to receive victim services.

Sexual offenders may be predatory and/or serial off'enders. As such, any notification of a

sexual assault to the advocate should be reported to the appropriate la'uv enforcement agency'

While the victim may decide not to pursue a criminal complaint of the incident, it may be

important to other ongoing investigations that law enforcement is made aware of the assault.

. EasisSsryjss!,

Rape Crisis Advocates need to achieve an effective balance between advocating lbr

victims and working within the parameters of the criminal justice system. Basic services

provided by the Rape Crisis Center to victims, their families and friends may include:

r On-site examination room for use by Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners for medical

assessment, medical treatment, proper support assessments, and collection olevidence;

r A twenty-four hour crisis line;

r Accompanying a victim to a medical facility and providing support throughout the

medical examination;

r Provide ciothing and hygiene items;

r if a survivor wishes the assistance, an advocate will accompany the survivor for any fbllow-

up medical visits;

r Throughout and after the medical visit, advocates help survivors deal with symptoms of

anxiety, fear, depression, loss ofcontrol, and decreased assertiveness;

r Advocates may accompany victim during initial police contact at medical facility;

. Video interviewing lacilities for interviewing the victim;

r Victims will be referred to a counseling service. Valdosta State University students will be

made aware of counseling services offered by the university;
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o Victims will be offered the choice to participate in support groups provided free of charge by

the Haven Rape Crisis Center;

o Advocates provide victims with assistance in understanding reporting options, victims'rights,

filing for crime victims' compensation, support throughout the prosecution of the case and

accompaniment to court;

o Information and relerral to community resources; and

o Staff or volunteers will interact with agencies and individuals on behalf of sexual assault

victims in order to achieve a particular goal or results.

]'he advocate needs the cooperation of many other agencies to provide information and

support. Networking and maintaining effective lines of communication with law enforcement,

medical, prosecutorial, criminal justice, and other social service organizations are essential.
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a

J'he role of the medical forensic personnel is to provide a timely, high-quality medical

forensic examination that can potentially validate and address sexual assault patients' concerns,

minimize the trauma they may experience, and promote their healing. At the same time, it can

increase the likelihgod that evidence collected will aid in criminal case investigation, resulting in

perpetrators being held accountable and further sexual violence prevented. The main role of the

medical fbrensic personnel shall always relate to treatment and assessment rather than forensic in

collecting and preserving evidence. Medical lorensic examinations shall be performed by a

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner ("SANE"), physician, nurse practitioner or physician's assistant

("PA") trained in performing such exams.

N&dical forensic examination resnonsibilitieq includel

r Obtaining informed consent from the patient lor the medical forensic examination,

documentation and evidence collection

o Gathering the meclical forensic history Conducting a medical physical examination

Coordinating treatment of injuries l)ocumentation of biologic and physical findings Collection of

evidence from patient Documentation of findings

o Providing information, treatment, and referrals fbr S'fis, pregnancy Follow-up as

needed for acl{itional treatment and/or collection of evidence Providing testimony at trial.

The Medical Forensic E{Fminationa

e Who Mav Request an Examination

With the consent of the patient, medical forensic examinations can be performed at the request of

(t) a l-aw Enforcement Agency, (2) the District Attorney's Off,tce, (3) the Medical Examiner or

Cor"rnty Coroner's Otfice, (4) a Flospital, (5) Pttrsuant to a Court Order, or (6) at the

Patient's/Victim's Recluest Pursuant to O.C.G.A ' 517'5-72.
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r Procedures for the ExaminatioJ

In order to preservc the patient's dignity and contjdentiality, all aspects of the medical

forensic examination, including consent, medical history, and details o1'the assault, will be

conducted in a private office or sech"rded space. A trained victim advocate witl be available to

accompany the patient and offer emotional support during the examination. The advocate will at

no time ask the patient questions related to the details of the assault. After explaining to the

patient the details of the examination, additional consents are obtained, a secondary assessment

is performed, and the history of the patient and the assault are taken. Note that while it is

imporlant to document the history of the patient and the assault as completely as possible, the

examiner should not inquire about or document irrelevant aspects of the patient's sexual history'

After cornpleting the documentation for this phase, a serllm or urine pregnancy test is ordered on

women with childbearing capabilities. The SANE shall perform a complete medical forensic

examination and Llpon completion, provide the patient with the propel precautionary medications

to help guard against certain sexually transmitted diseases and Plan B birth control medication.

These medications are prescribed by the physician supervising the SANE. The SANE shali

complele the Sexual Assault Response Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence

Collection Form anri return it to the Haven Rape Crisis Center Advocate within 5 br.rsiness days.

Said form will then be made available to the Investigator and Prosecrttor,

a

Any forensic evidence collected within 120 hours of a sexual assault should be

documented in the Georgia Bureau of Investigation/Division of Forensic Sciences Sexual

Assault Evidence Collection Kit (GBI/DOFS), 't'he findings of the exam should be documented

completely, noting injuries on the relevant anatomical diagrams. After the examination and

evicience collection are completed, the examiner should check the labeling of all evidence and

package it as instructeil in the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. The SANE shall

release the GBI Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit, a copy of the Sexual Assault Response

Team Sexual Assault Nurse Examination and Evidence Collection Form, and all evidence

collected to the appropriate law enforcement official. l'he ofticial should sign for this material,

establishing a "chain of custody".
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Adeclgate and proper collection of specimen satnples fiom the patient's body lor forensic

analysis is essential following the medical care of the patient. Biologic evidence collection shall

be conductsd in accordance i,vith the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) procedures using a

GBI Sexr.ral Assault Evidence Collection Kit. This kit shall be utilized to collect samples from

the patient's bocly to perform semen testing through DNA analysis. A separate Drug Facilitated

Sexual Assar-rlt kit for biological specimens shall be utilized for collection of blood and urine

samples from the patient's bocly to determine if the sexual assault was drug facilitated. Ihe

instruction sheet provided in each kit should be followed explicitly fbr proper evidence

collection. inadequate collection and/or preservation of evidence may hinder sLlspect

identification. Immediate air clrying (no heat) of samples is critical lor the optimum preservation

of the evidence. All labeling or iclentifying information must be accurately completed' 'fhe label

should include: the name of the patient, date and time of collection, sample soutce (or contents of

clean paper bag when clothes are collected), and person collecting the sample.

Georgia law requires consent to any and all medical procedures (O.C.G'A. $ 3 l -9-2)'

t;nder O,C.G.A. $ 3l -9-7, the legal age of consent for medical treatment is 18. However, there

are exceptions. For tests and treatment connected with pregnancy; a female can consent

regardless of her age or marital status.

Under O.C.G.A. $ 31-17-7, any minor can consent r.vithor.rt either parent's permission to

those medical services, which deal with the treatment of a sexually transmitted disease.

Hmergency cases can be rendered under implied consent'

r Payment Proceduresfor Sexual Assault Nurse,Fxaminer or Other Medisgl Hrovid6rs

Afler completion of a forensic exam, the SANE or medical provider conducting the

medical forensic examination will complete all required documents and payment forms as

provided by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) of Georgia. The required lorms

and documents will be sr"rbmitted by the SANE or medical provider to the Flaven Rape Crisis

Center directly for reimbursement for exam costs only.
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r State-Wide Sexual Assault Kit Tracking System:

Sexual Assault Kit tracking will be provided to all victims lor updates on thc location and

status of sexual assault kits throughout the crintinaljustice process, including the initial

collection in sexual assault medigal forensic examination perfonned at.medical facilities, receipt

and storage at law enforcement agencies, receipt and analysis at forensic laboratories, and any

destruction alter completion of analysis.

Tracking will allow lacilities performing sexual assault medical lorensic examinations,

lalv enfbrcement agencies, prosecutors, the Division of Forensic Sciences olthe Cieorgia Bureau

of Investigation, and other entities having oustody of sexual assault kits to update and track the

status and location of sexual assault kits. Victims of sexual assault will be able to anonymously

track or receive updates regarding the status of their sexual assault kits using electronic

technology or technologies allowing continuolrs access (O.C.G.A. $ l7-5-74).

.@
A crime is an illegal act or omission lor which someone can be punished by the

government. A lelony crime is a prohibited act, which carries possible punishmenl of one year or

more in the State penitentiary. Under Ceorgia law, all f'elonies are in the jurisdiction of Superior

Court and are prosecuted by the District Attorney's Office for the Circuit in which the crime was

committecl. The District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit prosecutes f'elony

cases in Atkinson, Berien, Clinch, Cook, and Lanier Cor"rnties.

Most crime victims regard a criminal case as their case and expect the prosecutor to

pursue the case according to their wishes. Victims of sexual assault, which can include some of

the most violent and traumatic cases handled by prosecutors, are no exception to this general

rule. This sometimes results in conflict between the victim and prosecutor as to the appropriate

resolution of the criminal case. While the victim is primarily concerned only with their

individual case and feelings regarding the case, the prosecutor has taken an oath to uphold the

Constitution and laws of the United States and the State of Georgia. The prosecutor represents

the interests of the people of the State of Georgia (i.e., society as a whole) not merely the

interests of the individual victim,
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It is the r-rltimate legal responsibility of the prosecutor to determine the disposition of any

case, including sexual assault crimes. It is the policy of the District Attorney's Office o1'the

Alapaha Judicial Circuit to make such a determination alter careful consideration of the f'eelings

and position of the victim, victim's family members and the law enforcement investigator who

has had primary responsibility for the investigation. While the majority of cases prosecuted by

the District's Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit are resolved with the agreement

of the victim, such cannot always be the case. In any event, it is the policy of the District

Attorney's Olfice to explain the reasons lor disposition of cases to victims. 'fhis is especially

important when the disposition is contrary to the victim's wishes, If, after hearing the reasons, a

victim is not in agreement with the disposition of the criminal case, he or shealways has the

option of filing a civil suit against the perpetrator in which the victim will be a named party and

can direct his or her private attorney as to how to proceed in that action.

Victim Services - Of{ice of District Attorneva

In 1995, the Georgia Legislature adopted the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights (Codified nt

O.C.G.A. S I7-17-I). These rights inch"rde but are not limited to:

r The right to reasonable, acctrate, and timely notice of any scheduled court proceedings or

any changes to such proceedings;

r l'he right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of the arrest, release, or escape of the

accused;

r The right not to be excluded fiom any scheduled court proceedings, except as provided in

this chapter or as otherwise required by law;

o The right to be heard at any schecluled court proceedings involving the release, plea, or

sentencing of the accused;

r The right to file a written objection in any parole proceedings involving the accused;

o The right to conf'er with the prosecuting attomey in any criminal prosecution related to the

victim;

r The right to restitution as provided by law;

r 'fhe-right to proceedings fiee from unreasonable delay; and
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r 'l'he right to be treated fairly and with dignity by all criminaljustice agencies involved in the

case.

The first requirement for a victim to exercise his or her rights is to be made aware of

those rights. The District Attorney's Office of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit provides local law

enforcement agencies an outline of those rights for clistribution to crime victims. This outline is

given to the victim by the responding officer and includes the phone number of the District

Attorney's Office Victim Assistance Program for further inlormation'

If a member of the District Attorney's Oftice is not oalled to the scene, an attempt to

contact the victim of a sexual assauh will be made within24 to 48 hours or at a reasonable time

once sufficient information becomes available. lncident reports lrom investigating law

enforcement agencies are examined daily to insure victim notification.

Upon initial contact, one of the District Attorney's Victim Advocates will attempt to

coordinate an immediate face-to-face interview and witl advise the victim of his or her rights

under O.C.G.A. $ 17-1 7-1, et. seq. If the responding officer did not provide the victim rights

or-rtline to the victim, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will provide that outline, as well as

a copy of a brochure explaining the criminal justice process in basic terms.

The District Attomey's Victim Advocate will also explain the availability of victim

compensation and will offer assistance with completing the application, as well as contacting the

(iovernor's Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Division of Vietim Compensation if needed.

'l'he District Attorney's Office appeals adverse decisions of Victim Compensation if the office

believes that the denial was made in error, At the initial meeting, as well as subsequent meetings,

the District Attorney's Victim Advocate will make ref'erence to support services appropriate to

the needs of the victim.

Whenever possible, the District Attorney's Olfice notif-res the victim o1'any proceeding in

which the release of the accused will be considered and offtrs the victim the opporlunity to

express his or her opinion on the release of the accused pending judicial disposition' If any

accused is released on a pre-trial bond, a bond after conviction, or given a probated sentence, the
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District Attorney's Olfice requests of the Court to make "no contact with the victim, directly or

indirectly," a condition of the release. The District Attorney's Office further notifies the victim of

his or her right to notify the office if the accused violates the condition of release or if anyone

else subjects them to threats or intimidation. Upon a victim's written complaint of such andlor

other evidence produced, the District Attorney's Office can take action to petition the Court to

revoke bond or probation and/or bring criminal charges against such individual.

During any hearing or trial, the District Attorney's Victim Advocate makes all reasonable

attempts, consistent with Court flacilities, to ensure that the victim waits in an area separate from

the accused, his friends, and lamily.

Prior to disposition of the accuser's case, the prosecutor offers the victim the opportunity

to express the victim's opinion on the disposition of the case, including plea or sentence

negotiations and participation in pre-trial or post-trial diversion programs. The oppoltr.rnity is

given for both oral opinion and also in the form of a written Victim Impact Statement from the

victim.

The District Attorney's Office notifies the victim of all hearing/cottrt dates/post

adjudication proceedings, which can af'l'ect the custodial status or disposition of the case.'I'his is

accomplished by both telephone contact and with written notice when possible. Victims are also

notified of appellate/parole decisions and where possible, the prosectttor assists the victim in

communicating with both the Department of Concctions (prison system) and Parole Board. The

prosecutor's office also assists the victim with enrolling in the24 hour automated notification

system operated by the Department of Corrections to notify the victim of any escapes from

custody by the perpetrator.
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a General Pfp.qqdures

After a suspect is arrested, the Magistrate Judge forwards a copy of the warrant to the

District Attorney. Cases are assigned to a specific prosecutor when the warrant is received. The

District Attorney's Office for the Alapaha Judicial Circuit primarily utilizes a hybrid-vertical

prosecution case-assignment system, Therelore, the prosecutor initially assigned the case will

follow it through until its conclusion in the office. The ultimate assignment of prosecutors to a

case is the responsibility of the elected f)istrict Attorney who has that legal obligation as part of

his official duties.

In every case which appears to be able to be resolved only by trial, as opposed to some

other disposition, the prosecutor and advocates make all reasonable efforts to visit the courtroom

with the victim when there is no court action taking place in order to acclimate the victim to the

conrtroom and explain trial procedures in an attempt to raise the comfort level for the victim

under admittedly unpleasant circumstances.

Each sexual assault victim is provided the name and phone number of the prosecutor and

victim advocates assigned to his or her case, and the staff of the District Attorney's Office is

always available to advise and consult with victims, from the date of the incident, until literally

decades later when parole issues arise.

.@
There are a number of costs associated with a sexual assault, in particular the costs of

collecting evidence; hospital or health provider fees including fees for the physical examination;

lab expenses including the collection of specimens, tests for pl'egnancy and tests to detect the

presence of HIV antibodies; medications to prevent sexually transmitted diseases; follow-up; and

treatment for any injuries. In addition there may be costs to the victim of lost wages, and for a

lamily, luneral expenses.
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(1,) Pavment$ for Forensic ExPrFc

When eviclence relating to an allegation olrape is collected in the collrse ola medical

examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime Victims

Emergency Fund, as provicied fbr in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be responsible for the cost of

the medical examination to the extent that expense is incumed for the limited purpose of

collecting evidence. (OCGA 16-6-1)

When evidence relating to an allegation of aggravated sodomy is collected in the course

of a medical examination of the person who is the victim of the alleged crime, the Georgia Crime

Victims Emergency Fund, as provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 17, shall be financially

responsible for the cost of the medical examination to the extent that expense is incurred for the

limited purpose of collecting evidence. (OCGA l6-6-2)

(2.) Vi$tim{ Comnensatiort Fund

For other medical costs associated with the assault such as the pregnancy test, test for

HIV, emergency contraception, and treatment for any injuries, reimbursement can be claimed

through the Victims' Compensation F und, and if an application is made and approved payment

will made directly to the hospital or other medical provider, including a Sexual Assault Nurse

Examiner. Ilowever if a victim is insured or on Medicaid, then those sources should be sought

belore the Victims' Compensation Fund is used,
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We, as members of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol

Committee, hereby sign our support and commitment to the policies and procedures as

documented and set forth herein this Protocol, to the training and implementation of such, and to

the ongoing process of facilitating through the Sexual Assault Response Team, a multi-

disciplinary, coordinated response to the crime of sexual assault and sexual assault victims.

Approved and adopted this 23 day of September, 2024.

At Larse Members:

,i

Rorney Chase L. Studstill
Chairmen, Sexual Assault Protocol Committee
Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Dr. Stewart Warren, MD
Magnolia Urgent Care

Local Citizen Member

Michelle Girtman
Executive Director
The Haven Crisis Center

RN, S gA,

Haven Rape Crisis
Sexual Assault Health Care Professional

EP
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ATKINSON COUNTY

David Moore,Honorable Carol G. Durrance, Judge

Magistrate Court of Atkinson County

t4-+
Tanner Farmer, Police Chief
Pearson Police Department

Police Chief
wil Police Department

Atkinson County Sheriff s Office

)er)
Amber DeCosta, RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health
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BERRIEN COUNTY

Ray Pau
Berrien rys s OfficeCounty Magistrate Court

ChiefDennis Haygood, Police
Alapaha Police Department

K Police Chief
Nashville Police Department

William Gilliard, Police Chief
Enigma Pollce Department

f
Ray City Police DePartment

ffow"^f-J
Bowen, BSN, RN, County Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health
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CLINCH COUNIIY

x #a n&*T 3e
Stephen B Tinsley, Sheriff

Smith, Judge

Clinch County Magistrate Court

Keith Chief
Homervil le Po lice DePartment

CIinch CountY Sheriffs Office

AI{
rthur, RN, CountY Nurse Manager

Georgia of Public Health
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Clinch County Magistrate Court
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CLINCH COTINTY

Stephon B. Tinsley,
Clinch County Sheriffs Offroe

Keith Jackson, Police Chief
Homervil le Police Departnent

Kaley McArttrur, BSN,
Georgia f,lepartment of

RN, County Nursc Manager
Public Health
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COOK COUNTY

Chief Judge Sheriff
Cook County Sheriffs OfficeMagistrate Court

Audie Rowe, Police
Adel Police Department

€
Tavoris , Pol

Sparks Police Department

Telly Williams, Police Chief
Cecil Police Department

Rebecca Allgood, RN, Nurse Manager

Georgia Department of Public Health

.',.'..-....-.a

Police Chief
Police Department
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LANIER COUNTY

l se.e ney+?A,96 a

Honorable Judy B. Mullis, Chief Judge

Lanier County Magistrate Court

Sumner, Captain / Desi gnee

Lakeland Police Department

orton,
Lanier County Sheriff s O

Lauren Lee, RN, Nurse Manager
Georgia Department of Public Health
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LANIER CgUNTY

Chief JudgeB.
County Magistrate Court

Nick Norton, Sheriff
Lanier County Sheriffls Office

Lauren Lee, RN, County Nurso Manager
Georgia Dopartment of Public Health

Michael Slusher, Police Chief
Lakeland Police Department
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Addendu m I :

lVlemnrandum of Understanding (MOU)
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Addendum 2:

Business Associnte Agreement
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Iirrrir;ir., .sr:r.r,ir:i:,; Lrnrlcr lir,: l[:rrirh irrJut'filrJc ltori;rt:iliry irrrtl Ar:Cfirttttitltililv Ai;i i)l' I 
'f 

ir

1'' ilf t'ir'\") l;rrci lili' suertril-l' ltLovisirlr't of thc r\tlrericil" ltcucvcr'" rrltl ltr:irrvs:irrrcl:i /\il ci )'li)()

1,,,\it.lt \,') :\irrhciity ,,,,r1 r\SSOf lJ"\'l-it, r:1i)/ l)s irt,liviiirr;rli)' tirJ":'r'rii Ili) ;t-' ''i';t'ii''' :illti

c{11i,)(:ti\,'Ji.\' riicr'i'tri h) ili lilc "ltai liu.c."

\\,1-{l.rlii.:.;\S, ALrlirotiiy itrrri ;\SS{,)(ltZVl'l: ltaV,:;nl*lctl into' cl llr\: 'lllr':riilil 
llll('" ')r lllr'!

sriirl;t,l,Lerrll7 r)nt0r' inlo, lili-i:etLleitis ot' c-rtltci (irl0uii1'jnlcri lrfl:1i':gcliii:lli:i (trlllliti"'li1'' ill''
,,;lrr.si11i.;:::; r\rr'iirrgcrrlelts':; 1iir..sL6rtrt to lvfiir*i ASS0CIATtT trrav pro"'iclc sfrri(]\:'-' Lirl '\rrilrnIilr'

ilriti rcilr;ir-c  :1.s0(:)lA t'I t,, a,:"':ss, crctli: aiirl trse h;alth jilIerrnrltlioir ih'rt i:t l]roi:rr'rsc hY cilt-'i'

rLi;,iiitt ie ilctll l:rw; l.rrd

\lrr.}.lJl{ilji\5. prrr;u:iirt'ra tlrc r\r'lrnirtisltirrivc Sinrplitrcaiion r.'L:l':iii'rr"s li ii:t llr'allii

ir'.qlr.nnr)(' i,or.mbilili, irrrr'i r\ccutrllebilitll .'\uL t:i l99tt ('lttPAA'), Lirc Li'S I)crrirltrr;rrr- i'i'!i<'rltir

Ii,. llLrrrin S,-*,icc.s (,'j ll IS,') piil;rlllg;iecl ihe -it:riLrl;rt.l:' [cl l'tiv:rl:1 ,rl Ltiiiivi^Ct:i-th' f i1()r1i;il::1']lr:

t krrhh iirJ.r.r;r-^iicn ithe "l'rivl,.,), Sta,rrla,,1s".1, at 45 ii.i'.1{. Plrlii { iriJ :lrci l6'i, r'i:ti''t'Li:: ire i i;:::1

irrrj'yiqlLrill.; iulrl ci:litirs srrlljact lo thc l:tIivacy -{li'irtcl:ir'ils (cri:ll r '(l{}i 
'l'rd 

i''rlii';'" ol'

iriiirrr;r,rtioti {"1'r'!kri:lecl I-ltiilth lrtii'rnr:iLioil'r' it: "['i:]l''): rt'itl

Wfil;{iL,,!.S, pur.srra.t :o flfPr\A, ililS irl; issutil {lrc '!e:ctt;i;-1'St,irr.i:tltl: iillj "Sr:cr:r.ii"

S*ltilrir.rls',). 't 4-s (j.i tr, IraLts l6t), 1611 arLrl !6,!. lcl ilri' lrlLrit:r;tirlrt r,rl ql-'. 1v,;liii 1\r ir:!:c!'l'j lli'iI!iiL

i!:fi;rt:rirtit,,rr I iil'Hl"); arril

\,vtillJi.l,i\lj, in Itrir:r.r(] Drot,uc1. tlld lil'i'/:roy iir(1 rl.:t,iit.y lri Plil. ilr';rlrJiirr, jii'lii. i:r'-;,i';'i

i\t.ttlt(.)t;lii {(r 0ilrrrr ir,14 a "ilri:;it,u:,ii il.ijrl(.:;:thl illltrrr)iil0lt'i'r rrilh c,:tf:iiti irrrliviiii'',i:; tllli ciliiliirs

i'ill r.rr lllltlli: air,t

\\'l tJ:Jil,:l\is, Ali\i)(ll'\'li'l atttl 
"\: 

ll'trril)' ik:sitr: [''' 'i'tltL;r itrlo {li;'r llltsi;'csi '\: i']Ji:i'''l
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t nl)lllicllblc, illld all l.cli}l.0l1c(:s to })llt lrcLcirr sJraij bo oottstt.ttccl ttr ittc;lttelc li|,I lI. u\SS;(X:lA.t Ii

ngfees n0t (o usc ot tJisclosc (or'peLttrit th<: rrse ot'tlisr:lostl|c ol.1 l'lll iu a niatiltert tIrlrt "'iortlrl

!i0l{t1e thc rcquir.errrcrtl$ ol lhc l}riYiti:y $loirclaLds Ot Scottriry SliltrclnLtls i{'thc Pl'll 1$:lc risc([ or

rlisCloscd by Arrthority itr thc silrnc nlfintlcr. AIiSOCIA'l'F' sltiril trsc appropriiltc 'vtfcgtrIrcls Lo

ltrcvcnt thc irsc 6r'rlisclosr:Lrr of PITI otlrcL thati :rs cxpt'cssly pcllniticd Lrndcl tltis A1;r'ccmcnt'

1,2. ASSOCIATII. sltnll intplctncnt apprcprinto aclrninis(rotivc., pltysicol-ntt<l tcclrniurl

snfcguonls nnd i' nlt orhcr rcspccts cofiply rvitfi Srrbpnrt -9 
of .'ll,.!ljlt Puu 164 itt ordsr to

pmtest rhc conlislcnlirriry,-i.beit' ,uC otuif*ifitv oiifl* pnl nrrtl [iPIll lhrtt it crcntcs' t'cu':ivcs'

lllainrrins or trgn$*its on bcrrnrp of Aurhority. nsi0Crrtri cover{rnts that srrch snfeguerds sltull

iuclurle, witliout llmitntion, inrplcmcrtting *tiLrelr poiicics firl procedurus irr contpliauoc willr

HIPAA alld ARliA, .o,rOu.,inJ'u sccurirf risk osse8snrcrtt, ancl trnini[g Ati$OCIA'lE crttployce*

who will lravo access to PFII witlr 
'cspcct 

t" tlt. pJi;i;; n"l pcocctlutis requircd by I'llPAr\ arrd

AIU{A.

1.3 In thc cvcul ol'a security llrcidcnt, irtclrrdirrg n Breach (as hcreitnftcr tl*firrcd) or

flny orher usc or disctosu-,| ,rftfrn is noipcrmirted unrlar this t\gt'cct:tcttt cf any P{iI o' Ell'll thnt

A$SOCIA'l'E ncccssc$, tnilintuills, reldtts, tnortifics, locords' stires' tlcstmys' ot'otlrcnaisc trold-'r

or uses on lielnlf uf .+uiii"W'in'.u,rn."rinu wirh tirc Dusirress Artrngentent, ASSOCIA'I'LI sl*rll

rcport such seeurity lrrcidont'or other irroidcnt r0 the i\uthority within lorr (l 0) days oi'disccLvorv

iy 
-iftr 

ASSOCIAjTE. "Breoch' shlll ntern tl* unatttlrorizccl ncquisition' acccss' Ltsc' ot'

rlisclostrre of I'I.I! rvhlch 
"nmp,ut|ris." 

the secUrity or priVncy of such infortttaiioil'

j,4 In the evcrrt of a llLeach of Unsecurcd PIlt, r\sSocLAI'F. shall provide Atrtho|ilv.

,,virh Notico thereof. Notice of a llreach sliatl be in 
"vLiting 

ancl inclndt:: (i) thc idcnriticatitrn ol

cach inrjiviriLra! whose PIJI has bqen,,:f is Lcasortably b!,'lievecl to ltnve brett' a'cccssctl' aoqrriLed'

or rlisclosed clrring tlic',fr.orft, (iij a bricl tl,:scriprion c'f thc cit'cttrrtstattc-s sttlrr:trnding iltc

Breaoh; (iii) th{, datc of tfi. g;uli; (iv) thc dntc oliliscovury of the l}rcnchl (v) t1e sco*of tltc

Br.eaolr; (vi) AS$OCfeif:t r*fioimc lo tho llraach $nd thc idcrrti{i*rti'rt uf thc pnrty

rcsponsibls for orusing rhc tlr*urti, if know'; (vii) a tlcscriptio* of tl:c typr:s of trusectlrcd I'lill

irrii"J- i" the llrcncl-r in,g, n,,,n*r, socinl $icurity ***rbers, datc* ol'Silih,adelucc$"'r*r ,rccollnl

nurrbr:r$, rtingnostic r,ul iii.friiity cgtlcs, ctc.i; (viiil nny stcps rvhiclt shuuld lrc tnkun hy alltctcd

i*iJivicruds to protecr tr,*nrsctrui fronr lrurcutiar rr*nti rcsr,rting fi'our tlrc Bi'caclr; (ir) u bri'f

doscr.iption o[ wltnt ASSOClA'ff is rtolng to itrvcstigntc ttrc l]t'cilah' lo nritigutu lmutr to

irrdiviclnals, ttrttl lt't pto*.t against any iirrtficr llrcneltcsi ald (x) tltc rttlttto atttl r;otttirct

inlbr.matior-r of..a liaison r,vtio'r 1l]e ALrthority rnly conhct rvilh inqrrirics tttttcclrlittg tlre llrcnoh'

I

1.5

inlbr:matitln
availabli:.

ASSO{llA'fIi .rhall srrpplcnrcltl lttty Noticc ol l'}rt:at:it llLovidctl (tr lirc t\trtho|it'y a:;

wlrioS was '0t 
i<nr;lv' }i. tlc tiitrc ol' litrl origilrnl Notice of llr'tlac5 ttiic.tttus

1,6 [rr tlrc cvcnt oi a lJr.ccr;lr. ASSo(]tA't'lr :rhnll, irr r:ortsttllntiott rvillr Arrtlt0tily'

rrriiigatc,toLiretlxtcrrtpraclicublc,art.vlti.tLtttlirlu[.lcctofllLtl.ltRLcacItthatisktttllt,tlict
ASSO(lL|l U'

.1. tlsu 01'l'lI[. ASs0(]lA',l'li shirll use l]itl; (i) solcly lbr ,.'\rlthority's lrurrclit itrttl ilrr!v {irr

I x.;;,,ffi**i, 
" 
i*i''ilf'{;:;'J:il,i:' J"'lq'1'rdJ":l#;:::::,'Ti:!i:li'il,ilil:"T;

ASS()(:lA,il1 of t(.) 0any orrt its lcgul rcsprtrrrrilrilitius, 1,r,rvi<lcil tllut sttr:lt lllilrr llft; lurrttilL:rl

ri.tlt:r. i'erlclirl attl st;rtc: lirn,. Iixr:cir: n,: ,ri!rcirvi,*c cr1lrtrrsly lltrllxittr:(l ltt:t':itt r't' lti r';'r1lrir"r:il l1!



rrr'i I irtg bt' Arril rori t1'.

l. Ui.rclp.*U.c gl-llul S16jcr:t tl an), iimiiatious irr lhis Agrccrrrurt, ASSOrIIA'Ii':';tiit'l

tii.sc6sc ffiTl" t,i1v ilir.ri jrarry 1u,r*u,,* or cnii{ies irr{ rlecossilry tcl pcrlirrnr it'r oblign{irulri rttttl<;'-

rhc llrrsinsss furarigcnrcnt ruitir Arithotity ancl ns lrennittetl ur ruquired by applicablc fbtlcral cii

ritnte lnw. I,\rrr6ci, ASSOCIAIbI may disclose Pl'lt tbr thc propcr. miultlgcncrrl' Irn'l

administratigrr gf nh11ttclA1'b, prcvidqi rh$t: (i) srrch etisclosutcs arc rcquired try law; or {ii;
A$S()CIA'l'li: (a) oltails t.oooouubt* rssuuulces i,oro arty third party to whom the inlormation ii;

rlisclosccl tttat jr will bc hckl couftdential anct lurther used ancl clisciosecl only as rcquired hy larv

or fbi 110 pplpose fol r,r,hiclL i', rvas {isclosctl to the th:rti paLty; (b) l'cqLtires the thild paf iy lo

ngrcc rr) i,nrn,:iliately notify ASSOCIATE o{'any instances of wlLioh it is aware thal PIII is beiLill

Ir:;eci o; clisr:lgsecl ib, a oi,r1ror" that is uot othcrvlise providerl {'trr in this Agreremcnl oi fcr:: a

jrurpose n6i r:xprcssll, pchniHed by thc Privacy Standnrds; an<{ (c) enswcs that all ci't"1o5u1es ii(
'pl.ti 

ty ASSOaI,,\TE and the rhir<J pa.rty co;.uply with the principlo of urninimurr lr"e0essary LIse

alil disclosule," i.e,, only 'rhe prinimurn PLIJ tliat is rtecessary to accomplish the intendedpurpose

rnay l,.r: rlisckrscC. 1f'ASSO(llAJ'H disoloses PFII reccived ftorn Authority, ot' crcatecl or receiverl

by ASS()CIATE on behalI of Authority, to agerrts, including a pennitted stlbconlractor

(c6iLc<rively, "itecipienrs"), z\SSOCIATII .shall require l{ecipients kr agt'ec in wtiting to {he

saire i.cstr.ictions a.rril ,uniiLionr that apply to ASSOCL\.I11 uticlel lhis Agreerncnt. To the ertetti

*rleirnir(ed by law, ASSO(i|ATE ,shai bc lLrlly lia.blc to Atittroritl' lbr arLy iicts, fiiiiures or

( Lrnissiop.i ol llccipicnts irr fi-rrrrj.shing the scrvices as if thcy wetc ASSOCTAI'E's owll acls,

' f'ailrircs or <-,nissioirs. ASSOI]IATE shatl report to Ar-rthotity anl/ '.ise ol disciosttre of PI{l rrot

pcirlilerl by this Agi:cernent, of rvhich it beconres a-ware, snch leport lo be made withiu ti"'c (5)

a.Lys of ,t3SOClaf'ti becorriing a,,varc of sttcl: ttsc or disclo.';ure. ASSOCITUI'Ii agrees tcr

miiigate, tii thc r;xteqt pr4c;tical al,-1 wrless otirclwise leqLrestcd r,:y Authoiity in wrilittg, ,:'ny

hat.rrfLLl eiftct thirf is krr,:r,.vn lo ASSOCIA'Ili md is tlrt: restrl1 of a itse ol cli:iclosure of PI]I b,"-

ASSOCtAl-lr rrr Rccipie nl.s in violatiort oIthis Agrecntent'

zl.. fndiyirl{$l Risht$ RsgardlnE f)p$ignntcd Rcgprd $sls, lt .,\SSOCIATI rrlaintairts a

Ilesignatcd ltecorrl Sct on bshalf of Authority, ASS(ICIAI'E shatt: (i) provide aci:ess to, atrd

p*nrir ilspocfion anrl copying of FHI'by Authority or. as dii'e'ctetl by Autholity, an inclivichinl

ivho is i1e subject af the PI,ii uitder condidous and lirlitaticns t'equircctLindet 45 Cl'R $164.52'1,

as it may be amer-rcicd fiorn tiure to Limc; md (ii) antettcl PHI nrailt:riricd by ASSOCIAII'I'r rts

reqr.reriterJ by Authorily. ASIiOCjiA'Ilishall rcspond lo any requcst tr-om Ar.rtlioftty tirr i'tr,cess hY

arr indtvidual wtlhi1 fivr: (5) clays of such rerl.tesl and shall tnake ;ury atiienLlntcitt rcqr.lcs]tcrl 1r\

r\uihority withinren (10) da.ys of .suoir requcst. llhe infbnnationsl-iail bcpro'riderl iit thc [otitrrrr

ft-,nnat requested, if it is readily pro<JLrciblu in sttch loltrt or'ttlr'nrnt, ot itl .sttritl!t;riy, ii l"h,'

iniliviclual'|as agr:ccrJ t1 aclvancc to acccpI ltx; infolnraliott iLr s'-rtnmaLy littrLL' -'\ tt:lsottaLr[;, urrs{^

l:ascrl feg lor col,ying 1'1ll rnay bc chargc<1, AtrthoriLy strall rJcterrrtittc tvit,ltttr:t'a tli:iiiiri is

ar:prcpliale or;rn cxccpliorr a.p|1ies. A-qSOCin'llir shall rrotily t\u{.lroliL-v tr'ithirr ftvc' 11r) ilrrys ol

receipr oi iury ,.,.1.,,r,si lor iLcccs:r ul arnettdrttcirl by irti irxiivitlLral. i\rrLiroliq' l;ltitll t,lcLcntrirtir

u,hetiicr to guutt,ir cl,,,ry iuiy ircccs:; rir ittncttrlru,:trl rcqttestcll lry L[ro irtdiyitlttal ASSO()lrVi'li

shall tiavc ii prooess irr ltlirur: I.br'r't:r1rti::ils iut ;rntt;ttclrttt;rtls itttil lil'apltelrclinl:, sLtch tcqiicsls ttl tlrc

I)esigualecl I{ecorcl Sct, as tcc1l:cstcd Iry ;\r.ilhcrrity,

3
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*
i-4c9otl'.tli]:grll1.)ifl*}ltule$-,1\SS()(llA.l.Hslrnllrrrrrkcnvrrilrrlllc.irtAtttlrrrrityittr<xlxrttsu
ro N i.cque$t {iurtt uu i,tijkifi,l, ];rliu'rtrltiort tltrt'ii-11.$^1'lj':::,"'11's aldisclosurc'r ol'I'lll

rvitli li;sgrccl to llrc irrrlivirit6tl, iti llcc.rrcinl,tc rvitlr"l5 CUI( $164'528,-os it may bc trutcndctl li:trrtt

iinrc 1o lirircr, itrr:orpc,r.iirirg cxcclltir:rrs [o,,url.' u*"ni niing iic*igrrntcrl rtn{er thc rcgulntiol' $uch

ircr:.irritirig is lirrritcrl 1,r clisclosrrrcr; tirll vrer.c nro*o in tiie six-(6) yca|s ptior l<l lhc ruqttcst nntl

shlll nOt irrolrrdc anl,clisclosules t11t lv,;t'c rttrldc prior tO *tc cotttplinrrcc tlrtLe cf thc l'rivncy

srarrtlirrcJs. ASSOCITVI-I: slulL proviclc sur:h irlfornration uaccrsary t0 plovids nn. nocotrntilrg

rvititin rhirly, (J0) clays rtf'r\utlority's lcqi-lsst, Sttclt ttccottlttitrg must bc provitlcd -witltottt.c.ost 
ltt

ihc irrclivititrirl .r io A*t5o.ir1, il it is tlr: qrst aicounting ra,lricstert by an intlivitlttrtl witlrirt nrry

rivr:l'i: (12) .io'iir pcr.ioci; tro*"u.r, a rcasonable, cost-bassd lbc rnay lrc chnt'ged {br sttltseqttt;ttt'

i\ccountiugs if ASS0(:lA'lli infurnts Auth0rity and Atllhoril'y in{brms the individtral irr aclvattr:c

of rhc fcc, an<l thc individlal is aff:orclcd on ufrpotunity to withdrow or modify the ruqucst' Such

acoourrting obligniiorrs shall survite tcrmination of fni* ngtuotont And shall eontinuc as long ns

ASSOCTATD rnaintains PI ll.

6, witlr<h'awal ofl Autholiq$liqr, Il the use or disclosulc of ])lll irr tlris Agrccrlretll is

[:ascci Lrpon on indiui,tfiilTilfrlTtholization tbr the usc of his or heL PJ]l' artd: (i) thc

imlivichral r.evokcs ,srrctl authorization in writing, (ii) tlre cfl'ective date of such atttltolization ltus

expirccl, oi (iii) thc consent or attthorizatiOn is tiefectivC in any tnatrtler tha! Iendcr's it iirvalid'

ASS0(lL|i.li itgrccs, if it has rtotice ol sttoh Levocation trt invalidity' to coasc thc use ar''d

discl<;sur'e of any such inclividuat's PIII excePi to thc cxtettt it.has relietl ott sitt:lr ''lsc ol'

ilisclo,sLrre, sy dr!ie1'c art cxccption lrltck:r'tlte Frivacy Standar:ds cxlrlessly applies

7. ltceotds and Atgllt, AssoclA'tE shall rnako svililabte to the Sectctary cf the tj's'

l.l*p,.,nil,i1-umanlJotYices(lhc',$ecretaryl')oritsngcnts,itsilrtcrna}ptnctices,
lti:1hs, a.ud recortls r1"tot'f,rg'to thc usc and diSClOSurc of pHI recoived ftom' crc*tedr or rccgive(l

Ol, ,iiSOC;fn'l't:i o1 Urf1uii ni Arrthority tbr thc ptrrpo$q of do1ormining Atrthorily's cotllrliartcc

tvirh tire l)riVacy.stanclaLds ol alty othCr lrerrtth ovctsight agell0y' in a tinlc ani{ tnaltncL'

dcsignatcri by thc Sec|etary, llrxce.pt to tltc extent pLoiribited bv laiv' ASsoclt\]'F' agr$c$ to

notiFy ALirloiily i*r'ccliat.ly r.'poti re'cipt by ASSOCIA1'11 of a'y nttrt al1 r'cqrrests by o' ,tt

urr,*ir uruny ona ntt g'vernrt,;.t-atrth,r'ilics scLVctl itl.ttltt ASSOCIA'flj titt ttllt'

ti. Conl'ideniialitY'

g,l ASSOCI;\T]::.shall inke any sl.cps lcasoutbly leqtrit'eci tu; (i) plotccl P[]i iictnt

unilrrthorired r.rscri 0r clisclosur.cs, and (ii) uraintuirr thu contiql'',ntialiLy anrl i[te:gtity oi t)llt.

g..Z l-hc parlics shall cornply witlr alt f'ecleral and slat0 la'"vs govot'ttittg tlte

corrficicntiality ald pr.ivlcy oll hcalth ilifbL'rnation tltitt aLu iqlPliclblu t0 tltcnt, rOspcLrLi\rol.y,

i.cl'di'g, rvitho.t lirnitation, l'JIPAA antl Lhc t'egttlal-ions pLotutrlgated tltulctritcloL' lntl i\{{llr\

anrl ihc rcgLtlations 1lL'otttirlgal.i:rl lltclctrrtdcl

e. !eru-srd:!4:sli!t$tla!L

,..1 'l'lris r\plr.ccnrcrrt shlll c()nlntorrco orr thc tjitbciive l)aLt; aricl r:hrll r'\:lllrlill irr trt'ii'ct

ri:riil {r;L'inirt;rl.i;il irt acctrrijarlcc wittt iilt: itlL'trts crl'ttrii St:t;tirltt 9, ptovidct[' lilit'irl'c;' lltirL ittl't

tr;nrrinliiirtrr siritll rrtil at{cot lItc fr-ls1lt:r;tivc 0irlillLlfitr:ls or tillhlti t.ri'lltc l)itltict;:i''i:;ilt;l tllrri':l'["i'

.'\rllt:tttrcttl ;rtir;t-1t: rltt: r.ll'li:ct'ivc tliiil '''t lcttttirraLiLlt:' :tll tl["'i'lric;h s]!illl ()olll'irilri iri iiLi':!)iii' rl('l

,,vitlt,i ri:ii I.cttt r i;.t



I |),j :\i'll{tclr.ii-r, ,iltitll ll.tvt: iilrl rii,.lrr' {1, i,.lrillitr;t|c 1|1i.; ;\1;1';;1;rrti;lIl |.)1.}iiil,' l.:,|i'.'i)' .l;lj It

il,i;ir' i.i(r1 tjit\s l'iillctl lit)ii{:c ir} r'S.\i}(lti\ I ii

IJ..1 ,r\rrtli0ti(,i,, a{, i{: soir: rlisC|Ctiorr. irliiy ilillnc{lirilcll' lIlrniirai't il:i:' /\;1rLl';trr';rl lrlr'l

),1:',ll i(ir!,r., lir) {tlllll* nbligltti.*.; lc r\SS()Cli!i }l lr"it:rrrtelct ij'ii'Lr' ul'iitc lirllriv"'itt1i ';vrit':' "il"l{

ltavt: ci:r:llrt't:il lrrrri lit i;tliitittttitLlll

t;ovcitttltl. l,'
l f icr rvrittctr

9,tl

Subsc:c;itrn

lltrsirrcss
r\ u i lr or iL),.

(,) ASS(lillrr I ll shrill tr:l tu obsct'vu ,.'L pcrf'oLnt a:)) rllirltrriirl

ohligaiir,rri curttairic'l irr this Agrecrn;rrt lbl' lcrr ( l0) lllr';';
ti,riicct[tcrtrtr['lia:;ltccngiv(:iik)r\SS0(-]iA'l'F'ir1'l\trthrrIi'"y:t;t

(ii) l\ r,ioia.,tirrrl bv r\SS0(]tA.[ii of utry provisiolr ,'ri rlti'. l,t'i,vltt}..1i;,itlilitrrlt; ,r,

applicirl-.lclt.luLtlorstatcprivrcylawLehrtirr.iitr:tltetl|l]it.iLtirlLi'l;ti.
A S SO(lI;\'l'l'r Ltrtdcr rhis r\gt'cr:r n ctrt'

-l'c lrninaii,-rn t;1. this r\gLectncu'; {br e ither oi' lite trvc l:oa'sotls 'scl ibnh in

9.3 abovr: shall be .uur. 
'lbr 

AUtltoriry to iminccliately tortl]iilrlid .{itt' 
r;ausc: ntty

;\rralger'rrrit prlLsLrant i; whicl ASSoi.:lryl'1, i's elttitlcci to rdce iv"r t'i f I ll orit

gjlrrtlroevcntllra[eithgl'Par.tyirirskrroutioclgco{.attrittc:'ia]b'.<::-tc{ilu.|.rltis
,,\lii::erncut by tire ollrer Par1y, attd cure is not possiblc, 

,t]re,nc11-broacltin;1 
l)all1'r;lr;rl1

inrint:iiiiLcli, tcrr.lirrillij this r\greerrent. when neitltgi cll|c II(-rl tel'lnitlztiioti is [;:asihlc' tltc' rtott-

irre ri:iiilri'. Irnrll' shall report lht: viclaLiotr to Llie Secr:ctar:y

).5 l-lpon th* ici.rnirration of aii llrrsiness /\l'r.tl:'{cllrurrts. :ither l)tr''v nrrti t"lirrlirl'rltr

this .,\gt'cctitt:rrt try [r'rlvidirrg r'r'ritlcn ni'rl'ice Lo tlie otiicr Itarty

9.'l LIp.rr lel*i:rati6n oi this Agiectnent tbr any leason, 
"\sSocl;\1 

u a'lr'r{)s rirl'Icf [')

lijir,litl t0 Arrllrr-rrity ol lo desl.ro)1 all ItHt ftrccivccl f-t'Oril Ar:ll'0|ity oi OliUr\\'i--rr tlrroLr't1ri Litt:

pr,:rirr*u,ra* ,,! ,er,vicc:j lor Autirority, that i.s itl lho possession or contrdl or'ASSOCIA'IIi <t[ it:r

I.3o;r* i*n6 i1'1c*uoycci, f,'or,id" wrliter', ,,e,tifigution of ssmc) hr lhc citsrr ol'PHI rvhiclr is tior

i.crisiblq,'io 
,,r.ctirr* ui. ,1..ri.,,y,' r\S*qOCIA'I'Ii shall cxtcrr.d the protcctioirs of ihis Agtcc'rcnt Ln

sr.rch .)l(I lrrrd li*ril {i,rhrrr'uses anrJ r.lisillr.suros ol sr"rclr })lll io thosc pt{r}){)scs tltlii nritkc ihtr

rcl'r.rr or. c!csi:.rrclirr' inii;asib1., iot' stl !onq as ASS()(,lr\'l'l''r ntili.tair's s.clr l)Hi' ;\SSOtllrt''i li

litr:thc;,a14Lrcs i(} ctLirroll, ,i'itit orhr:r'allplii:41-rlc sj.itli'; Llt icili:ral law, rvlrich rtrlry rttllltt't'a sirilciiit:

per:iurl ol ;.i;irrrticri, re(la0liori, ul: ull,.L. {l(}iltlllcn{ oi'lliti:lt PIJI ',l'lli:; i.irovisirltt rii!illi tilr'i\'{l

ic I nrinar:iori o{' lhis r\gLcclllcnt Jur hny reilli{}il'

o

It). !lgurrr.irs:$c.]dttr-I!ed.[!a$=&dsq"
an lctivity irt cortrteulintt rvillt arry "c''lvcrcil

In lhr: cr,ettt rlrat r\SSO(:]A.i'li is cnga;iccl to pulllrrrr

i.lccrlilni" ns dcllrtcii irr l{r (ll;'l{ tctrBI | (as ltrpliciri; i

sct vicc [o ;\.L,llir.rrily) A5iS0(]1r|lli agrcflr 'ro (i) lirliv iltiopt an,1 (rclll)pl)' r"'iLli litr: t{ilrl Irl:tg [itrilr'
l,o AutiroiiLy as a "crr:tiii'tri " atlrl ilrl:rr:liric i

1 (j (--{rii $68 L l) curfcritl',i irr cflccL llrr<l as

(ir pattclr, I)lLIotice, or silcol

o ASS(){ilA f[i a.' :t "set'vicc i-ritl"'irhr'" pl'rrr'itlitttl ;ili\'

rrray br, 1lr<:ttittlgalcrl irl thc lirhiLc: (ii) :r<lo1rl :r li''rl

irc rrr:l"ivity tlr:lt itxlicale:; tlrc pos;siirlt' cliiil0irt'\)'lr

;.1ittr:tl iil | (r (iIl( {(;H l. t" :''i'i

ps i() ot'tstllc lllill ils ai;L

c ,,vitir {.hu ltcil lrlrtl; ltt
lirir i;ritl;iirrtl'ri. rttll l.oi:lilrtir:tl

irl:.:1i lriogLittn
rir:r{ily tholi) lhai. is ,:utnllliirr:t wiih icil:
ii; r:rkr: rlll rrectt:;s;aty iritti riilllloptiltti: silt:

ti:i A)tii),llltull irtr: c'.ltitlttctt;d itt at:i;rlXiittit

,;lirtiir;11,, 1;7;1lri:\lt liirriililiorr,'.;ttsttt'ittll
|i:i.ti(i: r;ii)1.. ilo i ir;i,"' :.ilirl l;l ttt'.:rltli i:s Ll'lsiltttcr

(ii.'1i:'.:;ir,tr :irr1' lir:rl I 1.lp {irrri rri:r',' ,li isi; (ilililiil

riil rcgtrtatiorrs ils l)r()tr1'.1

I



I

G

l:i;rr; rrr .\rtiirrtlilt'. lrrrtl t;tllltlll ;tt11' lirllltt:t rlt:1ls l:i lllil)' [)(: ll(i(:(]il:;ill'7 irr lrti'i\'ti 'tt t i i''
j,L'rriiit'ilrr'll.

i l. !1q[lrUui{jsg[11r* ASli(XllA'l'tishall irrclcrurriiy, <h:lbtxl, itttrl lrolrl ALrllrtrri{y, i!:il'llir'r"

rlir,,cr,rr.s, crtiiifof**i, Wnl$,,rirtcccsli()r:r rtrxl lL\iiigns hitt{ttl$ss, ft'rtttt attd illlrlirtit tulY 
'rrlfi 

i;ll

io,.*tx,.:iainri, u*tio,r*,ii*iiintutn, linlrititics, rlirnr;ics, costs, alxl {:xl,crt,\ol (irrclrrrlitt:' (:{'i'|1" rrl

j..rdgnicnt.r, scitlcrrrcrrts, t:pur[ t:osls nurl rcasolrnlrl,, ritt*Lncys' lbcs, trrisirtg iirrttt 0r' rt:lnti:rl lil; 
.(i,l

thc rlsc oi: clisclosurc ol'trlll iLr violati,tn o1'{hc Lct.rnr; ol Lhi:; Aglccttlctri ttr itplrlicrrbit: lrr"'r; iii.l

*iy Llrr:riir 6l'lllsccgrecl fllT carrsetl by rhc rcts ot omis;sjurs of ASS0(l{A'IIr; rilrct (iii) i,tc

tirilulc ol' ASSO(llA"lti ol arry erf its cnployt:es, srtbt'otttragfors, ol ngenls tt' ahick: hy arrrl

lonrply rvith thc Pdvney ltulcs mrd thc Scctrrily Rtrles Arrthority shnll ltrtvu thc righl' al it:;

.*pcns., to participntc in thc ttafbnsc 0f nr.ry .loi* ur astion for which ASSo(.ifNl'li trtttit

i ntlcrrr.nify z\iitholity,

12. No Wail'rarrtv. Plil IS PI{OVIDIi)'lO ASSOCIA'I]1 SOLELY OI\r AN "Ail IS"

I}AiiI-q. U\tJ,fIIOR]TY DISCLAIi\,IS Z\LI, O fFJl:,IT WARRI\N]'TFS' F)XPIlESS ()It ]i\II'I'ItlI)'

INCI,(]I)II\JG, BUT N()T T,Itr4I'I'E]) 'IO, IIVIPI,IEII WAR.ITANTIJ:]S OIi

]VIER(II{I\N']'ABiI,ITY, AN]] FIINISS FOR A PAI{T]CULAR ])URPOSE.

11. Ineligible Pcrson$. ASSOCIAI'E tcplcsents . an<i. v/arrarlt$ to r\tlthority lftal

ASSOCIIFO i";;-ffi;t1y exoluderl, etcbaLierl, or otherrvise ineligiblc to parlieipatc.in anl'

icticr.iil hcalth care progra)n as iefinecl ir1 42 U.S C. Section 11i20*-7b(t) ("llrc Fcde'Lal IlcaLlhcet|c

llLogra:'s"): (ii) has noi b*en convictcrl of a crimiual oJt'ertse rclateel ti: the 1-rr'ovisiorr of herilih

care iterns or scl'viccs anC nol yet bcen cxclLrcleci' 'i:brtrLccl' or othertisc rli:tlliilccl irri:ligible til

fel.ticiparc in thc: l.'cdeLai Ilealthcare Plogt'irnls, aircl (iii) is nol under irlvestigatiott oI otl'r':Lwise

^w*rc 
ol ruty cir.crrmsta^ces rvhich rnoy rJs'lt irr ASSOtllATf ibeirrg cxcltrdcd tioru participatioit

in tlie Irctlsral Ilealthsare Prograrns. 'I'iris sliall bc an oilgoing, rcpteserrtation arLci \virrrztniy

tluriDg tLe teriu of this a.grecmcnt, arrcl ASSOCIA',fI] shal1 inrmerliately noti$'r\rrihoLily oi'ai.iy

"h.r,1ie 
in the starLrs nf thJ r.pt.".r*utalions irrd tvturaLtty set ftrt'th iir this Seciion. t\rf ilLcauh iri'

this iec,tion shafl give Arrthoriiy th: Liglit to tclniuate thi.l r\greorncni irlrrntdiatciY fbl t:lt:se'

14. Misct:llartcous.

14.I Noliccs, All lo1ices, lc(lgcsts, dcmattrls arttd oiltcr' cottt:rittttjcatioiis l'eqttilctl or

pclrniit*d 1o ha givcn or nra(10 rrnrlcr tlris Aglconentslrrill bc in wt'itini1,sl:itlt bc cllectivctlpon

i-*.ript o' attcrripteri delivcry, ond sLrall bt: .sertt by: (i) Prrrsotr*l tt:livery; (ii) eertiti*tl-ar

regisicred United $trtcs nraii, rcrr*n reccipt rcqucstccl; or (iii).overrtiglrt clclivery scrvics wit[

nnlof crf 4elivery. Norice.s slrall bc scllt to tlrc adclrcsses belon'., NcitlrcL 
"i)mty sitirll rcli.tsc

clelivury oJ atry rtolicc hctcurtclct

iito ArLiliolitY rVlr. ltobott ( j'. li'tlstr:r ( lhii: t'

Jnlirrr natiort ( )ll.tct;r' Stttti'lt
(itlolgiir Mctlit:irl (lr:rrltll lr, (.)

l\ox 1'l')'l
Vitldosta. (iA II (t0.\']'l) l

I



t ll'irr '\\.\.i()r )il\ l ii l irt, lj;,.tlr:rcri \\i{}11!(rl}'iiijlrtrllur' {rrr: iiii:/'r

l'ilr; l(itt":ti's I'it:rtr'il '\:l:rat lt l(c''1"11';' i t irL':r'

ii,(). iltr;r.i i' 2

\i:ilLio:itit. i ii:olr',i:r .i I (r(i i

,'\ i l0ilt iL) i i : 
'1'r.':i:lr 

t t L i 1c I J i t^crt: I ot'

14,2 \ynlver, Nrr pr.ovisio,r of thi"- Aglccururrt ol' llly hrc.ach lhcrctlf shnf I bs tlct":t','rrl

\\,*ivc([ ullcsri ]iuch wltivst' i* i,t ,u,iiing ''cl siirxxl by rlrc t'rrrty clnirtt{tl to ltrtvc rvaivc(l $:ri'r

lu,rwision or irr c:ach. No rv*ivcr ol'u brciclr shtlicoustiirtc rt wtrivct trf or exelllic nrty tlilfcrcrrt Ii

srrh:;irtli rcrrt illi:acli.

14.3 Assignmc[t. Neither Party rnuy ns$ign."(wtrethet ty optrstiott of l*w or

othcnvisc) any of iti rigflts or delcgats or subcontrsct auy of its obligaticrrs undor tltis Agrccntcttt

rvitSout rlre priar s,rlrin conrcrrtirf thc othcr p*y. lir*ith.stnnt*ng thc fotegoing, Atrthority

shall lrnvc rhc right t- -.-sig;t ilrtglt,* *A obligations hcrcrutclu lo any erttil,y thal is art a{liliatt:

or i'.ll'ccsiior,rl t\irtltcrriiy, wliihorit {i,e priolappL'r'ral cl ASSt )(;L\Tli;'

L4.t sfi,crabiiity, r\tly pt.ovisiorr ol'tlii,s Agr-eentenI ihat i: .lctcrrnincd ti: [;c iIvaIiil o'

iiir:LLiirrc..riilric: r.vill l:$ incfl?:otjvo io the extrlilt ,rf siieh clclermi1iaiiln rvithorrt. i!t!"llitiirilu!{ !hi)

ri:ltri-]nln].rj ltr0visior,s of {.lris Ag.Lccnrelll or aifoctitig th<: 'ialiciji'v ot t:irl<ll ':":ahilLt-y r-'i :;r'l';lr

r.'ein l i rt irt.g trtov; sirlrt :;.

14.:; 6nrcrrdrilr.n{, 'l'his AgLeeir.,e|i ffkry ltil iuoriiilcii i]:':i:r.-)tl{led iririv i:v ii \vrilli;i1

it!.: :;cttl'glt| sigrleci lrJ, tlre Ialtics hcr.ero. li'iuny of llrc rc5',lrlatiolts i:.i:.rlriigtttci} trrlii..r. bI[I,,.\l\ t:::

/.,liiiA.i1r.r ai.trcnrlcrj ot.iltisfl,telir(l in ii nrilitncr iilaL i.:tr-tlgls iliis .'\9reeln;;11i. ittltli',iisll:ltt

ri[:rlir..idr, iitt Patije:, shaii anien<] rhir'l\g|eernenl io iirc e:{icirr neccs"rtLli: it' tt,l"t)lv l"'ith s'-'ilt

:irtie;tCrltctrls ol ilt Lclpt'ci atiotis

l,l./c F.ntire rlgrecl;roni, liris Agr'ccfncnl zurci lire fiLrsiirr:ss.lri:llrqr.ri'.trt1i(;) curlsrlhtlu

illi: t:.:rr'lctc itg'cen,,enr ?.l,rl',vce,r f\SSOillf|llr:rnCi Autltority Leliliirri; lt) I11f-: llldl'iis:octrifit:ii irr

tlrisAgrc.;rirctt'|,irl.idsupcrsc<lt:sirlilrriort.t:p.Lescntstiollsorngtconlcttls,rvhcthcromlorr,r.t.ittctl,
with rc$pt:r.t to .luCI *uttur* Lr llic cvelrl r.rt iirry cOltnict behvccn thc t$[tn:i of tlris Agrcemoltl

'rrrl 
:hu tc*rs 

'J' 
i,rc: grrsilruls .\ftilrgclnolti,,i ,trty suoh iotcr ftErgclrlont(s), tlro tctms of tlris

Ap.rccmcnt shalt control uttlcss tltc tctnts uf strulr lli,sittess (\irJ{rr'tlrrulri:i .l c tlirrii ci '' t "i '

;iffi'*'ffii"J.r*pry with the privrcy Slfl*riar'.Ls aud,'irr Scr;rrLil.v ii;t111.'iii, r;ri ihr l)ti'li-'s

sDcciJicslly other,wire agrcc in writirrg. No onrl i111111v[,t:irlit;rt ,.rt' *itivet',,i',i11ir i:l'iir'- Pro'"isii;rll

;ffiiril-;;;irftrri"l"bindiugancithcr.l\rtii'Iioohlil:liit;rtt'rtcilht:t Priiiviocnioi irtr'r]''\'

trrursnctiorr is rr: be i,nplia,t finnriir* cx,xxrion or cklilciy ci lhis ,\p-ri:e rrrr:r.1.'l l:is '\i'it;''rlrct't ii

li;r ihc l.rtr'lIjL ol. aric] sliali be birrtling tilrrrri tnr.; f'ariics, tlicil'alillirltcs rittii t*siii-c'irvi;:ir':r(;olis()is

and pcr.nlittr:d assillrrs i\o ttriLd party sirall hc c0irsiclcred r thifdlirtty bcttctit:i':r')' 1i|1-ii.1 ilri'

*fgr".uro,if,,,,,rslrr'il r,iqy [hirtl prrriy hnvr: arry ri3,li{s i'ls:r rsstlli,l this 
"\grcc:trttrnt'

14.i Co.;rr.rrirrg l,a.,y. Ijri:; i\[Lr',:r:rrrr]lLl 5i1all l.<: ilrivt:trtc,l lr"/ :ri{i j11;;11'1''':1'r i;'

r*rr;r)r(liili(j(),..vifir iltC lil',,1S 1J ll'ttl s{itt,r iti rvil'i'lt i\r.iilrr'rriLy i; lr..rr-'irir:Li, eliq:!ir'i'rill its ':'';rtfl'''' 
''

la,,vs1l'ilvisiorr,;,.lttLisLlit:tir,rttltitil\/r:ttur:iii:'irll\rrlisi)llr'rlii:l:tritiliiliLrirl'\'r'1';'1i'r''r'
l:rulri,;i,,.ei,l rt;s,, ,,,,,iill ilrrr stirlc iirtri (r.:tlt,,'rrl 'J{ritr i:; ii) lhg ir:rtrtLl' j1i i',Jtlr:ii -'\ir;1:lr'ii:',' i':; iirr:::r' '!

(

i'i.ll l'irliril:ri;Lr !]'riici'
ii .!rl(,\ilj r :r:' tili. rlrl)iirl)! i;ltii,ll (li llrly

i;r1.y-,, Irii. 't',i1,. iit,- ltrtrt;ll:l: 'ri- r',lrit:i

,\i;ijl)('l,lr I l'. itttil.,r'r!,:.rrlii: rirlii :rllii!)r!'"';'j'!'':r'

l,t I, irr ,;ir1,.:,irrri ,'l ;i;i; :\irii!;\:iir! rri

11i.''- l;, ililii,''rir 1, 1;t;1, Ii:lirr- ';;ril

I



I ,,\rrrlr,:rriir slrirll hrlvir tlrr.: Liirlrt 1o lppJy lrr a.elrttttl {)f (xtlllP0tt)1ll..itt|i:;tlicti1rrr fr11'1;;it;11:r'

i)(-)r i()l.rliiln()0 inr(iix irli or'(lcl Tcslririlirigrrnrl r:rtjairrirrgdtty sllcll lliriltr;t'tlist:l05lil (j t'') lrrr::r!;i i 'trl

ii,r srrelr triirr;r i.clic.l as z\ritlrrrLity shall rtuorn tplrropLiut*, Strch riglrl oI Autlrorit,v ii; lrr lr<r iti

rlrltiiiioir to Ilrc Lr;rirtclir:s otlur:,.vi:ic avriLilhlc to Arrlliority at llrr'v or irr r:qrtily' ASSOi,lA ]l:
irxl,r'rrssl),rlirivr:s ilrc rlclcn*q {ha{ ir t'r:nrt:{ly in tl:ttttagcs urill llc adeqturiu trll(l Iitrllrt;r '"v;tivus 'rrr;'

lc{Lrilr:rn.rut ir ap actiog fet s1l*roilro perfitlrrraruc or illiurrction (br tlrt: po$tilrt'j, rti rr htlttil lrl'

r\Lrtholity.

14.9 Nature of Ap,rccmerrt Nbtfiirlg in ttri,s AgrecmcntShnll be cottstrttetl to crr:rLlu

(i) a 1:atnctrhip,.joint. veutritc 0r oihci joint bLrJinessLclatiunshipbctwcentlte l'arllcs orirny ol'

ilrciL alfiliafc.,''ir 1ii) a lelatiorrship Lf erlploy*r arrtl sp4)loyee betwccn tiic L'ldics This

r\gL*crrrent does noL cxprcss or imply arty courruilmet'tt lu llutchasc o| selJ 80o(ls or sel:vi0oS

lrl.l0 Counter'paIls.'fh-is r\gLeern.errt rnay be executctl iti one or Ill()ru cttLtrttcrpar{:;,

cach g,t' rvhiclr sftal1 be {].eerned un orifinal, but all of which tcrgeth,:r shall constitrttc nttc and thc

sane document. lrr nukiug proof ot:t[is"Agrccnrent, it shall not be nece's$ary to pt'octuce or'

itccourlt lbr ruor.e tl:gi sue iuih eou,rterpart cxecuted by the Pirrty agaitrsl wh0ttt cnforccntottt ol
ihis r\glccarcrLl is sought.

IN W1IT-ILSS WHEREOII. the parties havt: executed this Agreenrerltas of thc Jiili:ctivc Drrfe'

AIi]'LIOR]TY;

( [Thc llospital A.Lrthority oi valtlosta ntrd
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Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol 2024-2025

CERTIF'ICATE OF COMPLIANCE

Director Jay Neal, Criminal Justic Coordinating Council
The Honorable Clayton A. Tornlinson, Chief Judge Alapaha Judicial Circuit

From Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol Committee

Re: SART Committee Certificate of Compliance

To:

6, September ffloro

Respectfully subrnitted this rJ& "f 
Septembe r,2024.

Date:

The undersigned as Chairman of the Alapaha Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Protocol

Committee hereby certifies that it has met at least once during the 2024 calendar year for the

purpose of both drafting and adopting the Protocol, as well as, evaluating the effectiveness of the

Protocol and appropriately rnodifying and updating the same, per the mandate under O.C.G.A. $

ts-24-2(f).

This Certificate of Cornpliance is being submitted to the Criminal Justice Coordinating
Council (CJCC) before December 31,2024, and is in Compliance with O.C.G.A. g 15-2a-2@).

District Attorney Chase L. Studstill
Chairman, Sexual Assault Protocol Cafimi
Alapaha Judicial Circuit Tf*:iF't):i:2xrt
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