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Chattahoochee Judicial Circuit S.A.R.T.
Annual Sexual Assault Protocol Meeting
September 13, 2023
4:00 p.m.

The Center at 909
Agenda

Welcome and Introductions Judge Arthur L. Smith
o Elected officials and special guests

Introductions Kyle A. Bair
o Staff
o Board
o Advocates

o

Update on SART protocol/handout
Q&A
Signing of Memorandum of Agreement

Adjourn
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706-221-1033 office « hotline 706-571-6010 « email: Info@thecenterat$09.org
Thecenterat909.0rg



Chattahoochee Judicial Circuit Annual SART Meeting
Meeting Minutes
9.13.2023

Order of Business: The Annual S.A.R.T. (Sexual Assault Response Team) Meeting was held
on September 13, 2023 at the Center at 909 and was called to order at 4:05 pm by Chief Judge
Art Smith. Members present included Chair Kyle Bair, Judge Smith, District Attorney Stacy
Jackson, SASC staff members Kyle Bair, Andi Bailey, Mari Hernandez, Abby Andes, Camij
Griffith, and Andrea Daniel, Sgt. Alicia Hoover, CSU’s Tracy Willey and Victoria Roebuck,
Judge McBride, Ft. Moore’s SHARP Natalie Lewis and Ms. Kennedy, Chief Jason Durham,
Chief Daniel Ferrone, Dr. Kamesha Harbison, and DA VWAP Shelly Hall. Not pictured Judge
Maureen Gottfried, Judge Ben Richardson, and Chief Charles Pickett.

Judge Smith thanked everyone for attending and supporting the Circuit efforts in sexual assault
response. He asked everyone to introduce themselves and state which agency they
represent. He introduced Kyle Bair and thanked her for her continued efforts with the
SART protocol and for hosting the Annual meeting at the Center at 909. Kyle also
thanked the group for attending and asked that LE share with their partner agencies that
kit tracking 1s required and a handout is available for information concerning the process.
Kyle also updated the group on recent court case successes and collaborations with
victim service providers to provide outstanding services to survivors. Kyle mentioned the

letter of support from Senator Randy Robertson for all of our local agencies.

Action Items: There are no changes to the current protocol and the current memorandum of
understanding was provided to each member. Judge Smith asked if there were any questions or
comments to share. Upon no response, the meeting was concluded with the signing of the
agreement. Judge Smith will send a letter via mail to all of the absent members asking them to

come to the Center at 909 to sign the agreement before October 30, 2023.

The 9.13.23 meeting was adjourned at 5:15 p.m.




Memorandum of Understanding

Chattahoochee Judicial Circuit Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol

We, the undersigned, partner agencies do endorse the Chattahoochee Judicial Circuit Sexual
Assault Response Team (SART) protocol and agree to work in cooperation with partner agencies
to provide a victim centered, trauma informed, and offender focused response to sexual violence.
We agree to work in cooperation with partner agencies to protect the integrity of sexual assault
investigations and will work within the guidelines set forth in said protocol.

SART members and agencies agree to the following provisions:

» Convene a meeting, at least annually, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 15-24-2 and HB 255, the Sexuai
Assault Reform Act of 2021, for the purpose of reporting, evaluating the effectiveness of the
protocol, SAK tracking, appropriately modifying and updating same, and/or case review, as
appropriate.

* Establish guidelines in collaboration with team partners for the community’s response to sexual
violence, including the collection, preservation, and secure storage of evidence.

* Designate a liaison to actively participate on the Sexual Assault Response Team.

* As appropriate, refer sexual assault, trafficking, dating violence, and stalking victims, family
members, friends, and colleagues to the Sexual Assault Support Center, aka The Center at 909 for
crisis intervention, advocacy, forensic medical examination, counseling, and/or assistance with
filing for victims’ compensation.

* As appropriate, refer sexual assault, trafficking, dating violence, and stalking victims, family
members, friends, and colleagues to the District Attorney’s Victim/Witness Assistance Program
for information about victim’s rights, support navigating the criminal justice system, and/or
assistance with filing for victims’ compensation.

* Promote victim-centered, offender focused policies and practice to increase arrest and
prosecution rates for criminal sexual assault, including non-stranger sexual assault.

» Participate, as appropriate, in cross training with allied professionals regarding response to
sexual violence, to include trafficking, dating violence, and stalking.

+ Inform sexual assault victims (with the consideration of mandated reporting requirements) they
are not required to make a report or talk to a law enforcement officer to have a medical forensic
examination, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 17-5-72, and the victim shall not be required to pay, directly
or indirectly, for the cost of the forensic medical examination.

This agreement is effective on September 13, 2023 and shall remain in effect until the next annual
meeting. The agreement will be reviewed annually, and any modifications to the agreement must
be mutually agreed upon by all parties, documented in writing, and acknowledged by a signature
of each agency’s representative.



DID YOU KNOW?

As of June 30, 2022, all Georgia Agencies that handle sexual assault kits are
legally REQUIRED to register and begin using SAKTS.
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Memorandam of Understanding
Chatizhoochee Judicia] Circuit Sexnal Assanlt Response Protocol

We; the undersigned, parmer agencies do endorse the Chentahiooches Judicial Cirouit Stxual Assault
Response Team Protocol and agree 1o Work in cooperation with pariner agsncics 1o provide s victhioy
centered; wauma informed, and offender fo cused response to sexual assandt,
We agree 10 work in cooperation with pariner agencies 1o protect the inteprity of gexual
ssseult nvestigations and vwill work within the gnidelines set forth in seid protsol.
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